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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ and Welcome to 2026!

There is just something about going into a new year that makes me feel optimistic and full of
hope at the new possibilities that God can bring in the year ahead. We can lay the past year at
the feet of the Lord and lift our eyes to the horizon of an unscripted year. We enter the new year
trusting that while we don’t know what will come our way, God does; and God will be with us
every step of the way.
The arrival of the new year also provides us with an opportunity to set goals for our lives and
faith. One of the tools I recommend for setting and keeping up with faith goals is the Personal
Discipleship Plan (PDP). In this plan, you set one or two 6-month objectives in each of three areas:
1) Growth in your commitment to Jesus;
2) Growth in your commitment to the Body of Christ;
3) Growth in your commitment to serving the world in Jesus’ name.
For example, in Area 1, you might set a goal to read all the Gospels by June 30th. Or perhaps, you
might set a goal to practice the discipline of Examen as you reflect each day on your moment
closest and furthest from Christ.
In Area 2, a goal could be to invite some church members you don’t know very well to be “with
you” in an activity or meal. Or perhaps, you could join the work of one of our committees in an
area of ministry you care about.
In Area 3, you could decide to help with the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen, Family Promise, or Hunger
Outreach Program. Or perhaps, you could agree to participate in a local or international mission
project.
Writing something down and referring to it regularly helps us keep ourselves accountable to the
goals we set. It has been said that when you “fail to plan; you plan to fail.” That’s why I have found
the Personal Discipleship Plan so helpful for growing intentionally in my faith.
Setting goals using the PDP structure helps you remember them and hold yourself accountable
to actually doing the important work of nurturing your faith. I would encourage each of you to
make a PDP for the first six months of 2026. I will place blank PDP forms on the round table in the
narthex that can be used to make this process easier for you.

I look forward to what God will do in and through us in 2026!

Grace and peace to you.
Your friend and pastor,

        Pastor Lee



Announcements
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M A K E  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  T H E  M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y
A T  F P C  Y O U R  D E S T I N A T I O N  I N  2 0 2 6 !

T h e r e ' s  a  p l a c e  f o r  y o u  i n  t h e  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y  a t  F P C !   

T H E  C H A N C E L  C H O I R
R e h e a r s e s  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .  i n  R o o m  2 1 4

D o n  R o g e r s ,  d i r e c t o r
P r e p a r e s  a n t h e m s  f o r  e v e r y  S u n d a y  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  

( e . g . ,  M a u n d y  T h u r s d a y ,  A d v e n t / C h r i s t m a s  C a n t a t a ,  C h r i s t m a s  E v e ,  e t c . ) .  
T e n o r s  a n d  a l t o s  e s p e c i a l l y  n e e d e d ,  b u t  a l l  v o i c e s  a r e  w e l c o m e !

T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H O I R S
R e h e a r s a l s  o n  S u n d a y s  a t  5 : 0 0  p m .  ( s t a r t i n g  J a n u a r y  1 8 )

T h e  C h e r u b  C h o i r  i s  f o r  a g e  4  t h r o u g h  G r a d e  1  w i t h  A n g e l a  H a r r i s ,  d i r e c t o r .  
T h e  C o v e n a n t  C h o i r  i s  f o r  G r a d e s  2  -  5  w i t h  D o n  R o g e r s ,  d i r e c t o r .

T H E  H A N D B E L L  C H O I R

R e h e a r s e s  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  a t  3 : 3 0  p . m .  i n  R o o m  2 2 4
A s h l e y  P l a t t s  –  D i r e c t o r  o f  H a n d b e l l  C h o i r s

I d a  N e w s o m  –  I n t e r i m  D i r e c t o r  o f  H a n d b e l l  C h o i r s
O p e n  t o  a l l  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s  &  A d u l t s .  

A d d i t i o n a l  r i n g e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e !
 



   

  
         

  3    M a r t i n  G o o d e
  4    S h i r l e y  F i s h b u r n e ,  M a r y  G u m p
  5    J o h n  B l a c k w e l d e r
  6    E l l i s o n  B r i g g s ,  S a n d y  J o h n s o n ,  
       H e n r y  O w e n
  7    B e t s y  F o r r e s t
  8    D e b b i e  F a u l k e n b e r r y
  9    K a t h y  P e n d e r ,  C h r i s s y  V a y d a ,  
       K e i r a  E s p o s i t o  
 1 0   N a n c y  L o w e r y                                      
 1 1    P h y l l i s  F a i r c l o t h
 1 3   J a s o n  D e e s e
 1 7   J a n e t  M u l l i n a x ,  N a t a l i e  H a r p e r ,  
       R o s e  F a i r c l o t h
 1 9   W e n d y  B l a n c h a r d
 2 0   D e b b i e  N o r w o o d
 2 1    D a v i d  L a t h a n    
 2 2   A l l e n  T i c e ,  K e v i n  I c e
 2 4   B o b b y  S m i t h
 2 6   C h a r l e s  G r e s h a m ,  A l l e n  K a t z ,  
       C a r o l e  P a d g e t t
 2 9   D o u g  C u r l e y ,  M e r e d i t h  B r i g g s
 3 0   J i m m y  C a m p b e l l
 3 1   A n d y  T a y l o r

Server Schedules 

J A N U A R Y  E L D E R S / D E A C O N S

J A N U A R Y  D E A C O N S  O N  C A L L

J A N U A R Y  M O N I T O R S / G R E E T E R S

Jennifer Abernathy, Beth Janicke, Betsy Forrest

 4  Jimmy Campbell, Carolyn Johnson
 11   Paul Horne, Betsy Forrest
18  Susan Roberson, Dave Keely
25  Elizabeth Owen, Cameron Lawson

 4   Bill Lehman
 11  Jimmy Campbell
 18   
25  Bob Ballard

 4   Mary Anne Sheppard
 11   Lindsey Skinner

January Birthdays
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J A N U A R Y  W O R S H I P  C A R E

Tuesday, January 20
6:00 pm - Diaconate & Session

C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S
Monday, January 12
5:30 pm - Property

Church Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm    

Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Friday: Closed

18  Christy Goodner
25  Libba Faircloth

Wednesday, January 14
7:00 pm - Finance 

 4  Henry Goodner, Ben Williams
 11  Millie Goodner, Mason Goodner 
18  Kenton Esposito, Amelia Skinner
25 Taylor Chubb, Alexander Roberson

J A N U A R Y  A C O L Y T E S

Sunday, February 1
9:00 am - Mission & Outreach

January 11 at 11:00 am Worship
Join us for the Installation of the 

Class of 2028 Elders and Deacons.
May the new year bless you with 

unwavering faith that guides your steps,
illuminates your path, 

and fills your heart with hope & strength
throughout the year ahead.



Fellowship and Congregational Life
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We have 8 children & youth basketball 
teams playing through the York County

Christian Basketball Association. 
Thank you for your support for 

these teams this season! 
Their game schedules are posted at:

http://yorkcountycba.blogspot.com/

Christmas Caroling Fun! 



Christian Education
Sunday School – Sundays at 10:00 am

Nursery Room 111 : Growing in Grace & Gratitude (Caroline Bender, Nursery Assistant)
Younger PKS Room 112: Milestone Ministry (Margaret Joiner)
Children Room 117: Milestone Ministry (Jennifer Abernathy)
Youth Room 118: Milestone Ministry (Libba Faircloth, Anna Roberson, Jimmy & Kia Hicklin)
Crossroads Room 217: Milestone Ministry (Keith & Susan Roberson)
Seekers Room 226: Beatitudes for Today by James C. Howell (Bob Ballard, Christy Goodner, Bob Norwood)
New Covenant Berean 220: Mission & Social Justice in Being Reformed Series (Joe Hardy, Paul Horne,
Kathy James, Robert Pender)

Small Groups
Men’s Bible Study (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm) Everyday Epiphanies by James Harnish; starts January 7
Women’s Bible Study (Tuesdays, at 10:00 am) Twelve Women of the Bible: Life-Changing Stories for
Women Today; starts January 6 for 12 weeks
Rock of Ages (2nd/4th Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) – Philippians and Colossians
Youth Group (select Sunday evenings) – Parables of Jesus (Kara Wheeler)
College (select Monday evenings) – Parables of Jesus (Kara Wheeler)

Milestone Ministry Sunday School for FPC Families
Children & Youth Sunday School Memory Verse and Lessons

January 
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example 

for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity.” 
 – 1 Timothy 4:12

January 4 - No Sunday School
January 11 - Lesson 78: Simeon and Anna  Luke 2:22-40

January 18 - No Sunday School - MLK Weekend
January 25 - Lesson 58: John the Baptist                                                         

Luke 3:1-18; Matthew 11:2-11; Mark 1:1-18; John 1:6-8 and 19-20

February
“By this everyone will know that you are disciples, if you have love for one another.”

– John 13:35
February 1 - Lesson 60: Jesus in the Wilderness  Matthew 4:1-10; Luke 4:1-13

February 8 - Lesson 61: Calling the Disciples  Matthew 14:12-23; 9:9-13; 10:1-4 and Luke 5:1-11; 8:1-3
February 15 - Lesson 62: Jesus Goes to Nazareth Luke 4:14-30 

February 22 - No Sunday School - Winter Break
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Presbyterian Kids
Passportkids Registration Now Open: Camp for children Grades 3-5 at Montreat

Conference Center July 6-9. Cost is $200. Scholarships are available. 
$50 deposit due by January 25. Limited spaces are available. 

Sunday School for Children, Youth, and the Crossroads Class will not meet on January 4.



Youth Ministry at FPC
Trip Signups Are Happening Now!

Spring Mission Trip - All Youth (Grades 6 - 12)
Friday, March 20 (depart church at 3:30 pm) to Sunday, March 22 (return by 5:00 pm)

We will be serving with Charleston Youth Mission Co. and staying at the 
Charleston-Atlantic Presbytery offices. There are only 24 spaces. 

Deposit $25 - Total cost $125 
Additional money for 2 meals on the road will be needed.

March 20 is a teacher workday for Rock Hill Schools. If this departure time 
will be a problem for your family, please let Kara know. 

We need 2 additional chaperones for this trip. Contact Kara to help!

High School Mission Trip (Grades 9 - 12)
Saturday, June 26 to Friday, July 3

Serving with Mission Emanuel in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
*Passport Needed *

Deposit $50 - total cost will be no more than $400. 
Most likely it will be closer to $200 - or less due to donations and a spring fundraiser.

Middle School Mission Trip (Grades 6-8 completed)
Monday, July 6 to Thursday, July 9

Presbyterian College Middle School Mission Experience
Deposit $15 - total cost $150. Money for lunch on Monday will also be needed.

The majority of each day will involve hands-on mission projects with local service
partners. Church groups will stay together with their adults for these service projects.

Church groups are responsible for their own transportation between PC and the
mission sites. Evenings will involve fellowship/recreation time.

We need one additional chaperone for this trip. Contact Kara to help!

Youth Group in January and February 
January 11, 3:00 pm

Attend Kara’s installation as our Associate Pastor for Family Ministries
January 18 - School Holiday Weekend

No Youth Group
January 25, 5:00 - 7:30 pm 

Middle School Mission Night for Bethel Men’s Shelter
Parent help needed with transportation.

Sunday, February  1
4:30 pm: MS Bible Study; 5:30 pm: Snack Supper; 6:00 pm: HS Bible Study

Sunday, February 8
12:00 pm: Souper Bowl Lunch after Church 

5:30 pm: Super Bowl Party in Youth Room until Halftime
Sunday, February 15 

5:00 to 6:00 pm - All Youth Group Mission Night
Sunday, February 22

Winter Intercession - No Youth Group 6

https://www.youthmissionco.org/charleston-youth-mission.html
https://missionemanuel.org/trips/for-participants


Mission and Outreach
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Hunger Outreach Program (HOP) 
The HOP Ministry will meet at 2:30 pm 

on January 27 in Hopkins Hall!

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen
Join us at the DDSK on Thursday, January 22!

Reach out to Wendy Blanchard for info!

The January signup
sheets are in the

Narthex on Sundays OR
you may use the 

QR code to register.

2026 Plentiful Harvest 
Coordinator Needed

We serve at PHK once a quarter with the next
known dates of March and May 31. The FPC

coordinator promotes the opportunity in the
bulletin and emails volunteers. We divide shifts

from 2-4 pm to cook and 4-6 pm to serve and
clean-up, with 3-4 volunteers per shift.

Covenant handles the menu and we provide 
the workers. This is a service that is not only 
a blessing to those the meals are served to 
but also through the time of fellowship with 

FPC folks that you may not get to know
otherwise. If you are interested in this
opportunity, please reach out to Kara.



The Citadel
Jacob Baker

Clemson
Caroline Baker
Rose Faircloth
Dixon Murdoch
Coleman Nies

Kaitlyn Stevenson
Nora Stevenson
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University of SC
Ellison Briggs

Coastal Carolina
Grace Gresham

Hillsdale College
Kate Roberson

We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. 
We share each other’s burdens and seek God’s comfort.  

Our Prayer Ministry accepts your prayer requests. You may provide as much or as little information as you
wish and know that prayers will be offered. The Prayer Ministry is a part of the Diaconate as a confidential
means of prayer request for FPC members and immediate family members. Due to confidentiality, prayer
requests through the Prayer Ministry are not made public to the congregation without the permission of
the person the prayer request is for. 
Contact Prayer Ministry Coordinator, Betsy Forrest, to submit a prayer request.

Please keep in your prayers:
    

             
   

Sympathy: Ellie Dawson on the death of her brother, Mike Mason, on December 11.
Health Concerns: Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Shirley Burton, Beth Easley, Michele Horne, Keira Esposito, 
Rev. Dr. Barry Lambert, Ashley Platts, Nancy Lowery, Colleen Lathan, Jean Horton, Will Read, Linder Tucker
 

Friends & Family Members: Keira Esposito, Thomas Powell, Rye Andrews, Tori Jablonka, Melissa Westbrook
     

 

Pastoral Care: If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact the Church Office at      
803-328-2467, firstpresrh@gmail.com, or a deacon on call.

Congregational Care

Pray for our college students:

Member of the Military 
Jacob Harris - Navy
Stationed in Japan

Reach out to the Church Office 
for his mailing address!



F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
2 3 4  E A S T  M A I N  S T R E E T

P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  1 0 1 1
R O C K  H I L L ,  S C  2 9 7 3 1

As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God by celebrating and sharing God’s renewing
and transforming love as: We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving. We teach the Word of God to deepen our

faith and to grow in our love for Jesus Christ. We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation. We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

Members of the Session
             

Class of 2026
John Abernathy

Jimmy Campbell
Scott Harris

Elizabeth Owen
*Susan Roberson, clerk

Class of 2027
Paul Horne

Ann Hunsucker
Chip Hutchison

Julia Nichols
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2028
Clair Roberts
Bo Redmond

John Blackwelder
Cynthia Johnson

Rob Joiner
*Robert Pender, treasurer

Members of the Diaconate
 

Class of 2026
Jennifer Abernathy
Heather Dellinger

Kathy James
Margaret Joiner

Dave Keely

Class of 2027
*Beth Janicke, Moderator

Allen Katz
Joan Musselwhite

Steve Roberts
Sherry Hutchison

Class of 2028
Cameron Lawson
Carolyn Johnson
Jonathan Nichols
Richard Quandt

Betsy Forrest

Staff
Rev. Dr. A. Lee Zehmer 

Senior Pastor 
lzehmer@fpcrockhill.org

 

Rev. Kara Wheeler 
Director of Family Ministries 

kwheeler@fpcrockhill.org
 

Dr. Donald M. Rogers 
Director of Music

 

M. L. Marley 
Organist

 

Angela Harris
Director of Cherub Choir

Ashley Platts
Director of Handbell Choirs

Ida Newsom
Interim Director of
Handbell Choirs
Jonna Eichorn

Administrative Assistant 
jeichorn@fpcrockhill.org

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

rbrown@fpcrockhill.org

Church Office: 803-328-2467
firstpresrh@gmail.com

www.fpc-rockhill.org


