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AUSTRALIAN ULTRA RUNNERS ASSOCIATION INC 
PO Box 1187 Dickson ACT 2602 Australia 

ANNUAL REPORT – 2017  
 

Dear Members,  

Your committee is pleased to report on the activities of your association for the 
financial year ended 31 December 2017.  

 

OVERVIEW OF 2017  
 

2017 was a year where significant change was implemented at AURA, with a new 
Committee driving a number of new initiatives. 

Highlights included: 

 The Association comprised 475 members in December 2017, approximately a 
20% increase on 2016. 

 There were 58 events listed on AURA’s calendar of events, with thousands of 
runners participating in ultra running events on track, road and trail across the 
country. 

 Australian teams participated in IAU World Championships, representing 
Australia proudly at both the Trail event held in Badia-Prataglia, Italy in June 
and the 24 Hour event in Belfast Northern Ireland in July. 

 A research study was undertaken of AURA members, Race Organisers, Elite 
Athletes and the wider Australian Ultra Running Community on wide ranging 
matters that will assist the Association with determining future initiatives. 

 Sub Committees were formed in October to develop strategy 
recommendations addressing: 

o awareness and interest 
o equity 
o membership acquisition and membership value propositions 
o assistance and support for event organisers 
o funding 
o elite performance 

A comprehensive strategic blueprint for AURA will be finalized from these 
contributions during 2018 

 A review was conducted of AURA’s event listing process by Andy Hewat, Kerrie 
Bremner and Greg Robinson. Significant changes in processes were 
recommended and implemented. An event Safety Standard document is 
currently being developed and hoped to be implemented in 2018. 
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AUSTRALIAN ULTRA RUNNERS ASSOCIATION INC 
PO Box 1187 Dickson ACT 2602 Australia 

Approaching the Summit, Coast to Kosciuszko 2017 

 

 After consultation with AURA members a decision was reached to move the 
UltraMag magazine from a hard copy printed publication to one available 
online. The savings in printing costs helped fund the appointment of a 
contracted marketing officer. 

 Discussions were initiated with Athletics Australia to formalise a relationship. A 
memorandum of understanding is currently being developed and will be 
implemented in 2018. 

 A new website was developed and implemented, providing more of a focus on 
news both from AURA and ultra running as a sport. Access to some content 
was restricted to financial members only. As well as this, an online results 
system integrated with DUV was made live.  

2017 was a year where many new initiatives paramount to the future of our 
Association and the sport of ultra running were initiated. 2018 should see us move 
from a planning / initiation phase in to an implementation phase. 

Your committee is pleased to provide the following annual report for 2017. 
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The Australian 2017 24 Hour Team in Belfast 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 
 

2017 IAU 24 HOUR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

The Australian 24 Hour Team participated at the World 24 Hour Championships 
conducted in Belfast Northern Ireland on 1 July 2017. All team members ran their 
heart out for their country, however ultra running can be a cruel sport, with two of 
the four women’s team and three of the five men’s team members experiencing 
issues with injuries through the race. 

The women’s team finished 11th and the men’s team 12th. 

 

Women Men 

24th NICOLE BARKER 218.480km 29th EWAN HORSBURGH 240.44km 

29th NIKKI EADIE 214.317km 40th KEVIN MULLER 229.66km 

69th JODIE OBORNE 181.571km 84th JOHN PEARSON 203.20km 

117th SHARON SCHOLZ 113.988km 97th MATTHEW ECKFORD 191.63km 

 113th MICK THWAITES 180.48km 

 

2017 IAU WORLD TRAIL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

The World Trail Championships were held in Badia-Prataglia, Italy on 10th June 2017, 
Australia was represented by Kellie Emerson and Vlad Ixel.  

Women Men 
37th Kellie Emerson 5:56:39 93rd Vlad Ixel  5:54:36 
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Francesco Ciancio 2017 Australian Men’s 100km Champion 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

AURA holds National Championships within five of its sanctioned races each year: a 
50km road championship, a 100km road championship, a 24hr championship, a 48hr 
championship, and long & short trail championships. To be eligible for these awards 
competitors must be AURA members and Australian citizens at the time of the 
event(s). 
 

50km ROAD 
 

Canberra Running Festival April 9, 2017. 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Larissa Tichon 3:35:05 
2 Kelly-Ann Varey 4:01:28 
3 Sonia Green 4:09:08 

1 Barry Keem 3:05:34 
2 Brendan Davies 3:10:16 
3 Jim Ponton 3:28:27 

 

100km ROAD 
 

Gold Coast 100, June 11, 2017. 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Marita Eisler 7:59:16 
2 Corrina Black 9:18:23 
3 Pam Muston 10:17:07 

1 Francesco Ciancio 7:07:54 
2 Barry Keem 7:29:07 
3 Stuart Hughes: 9:46:25 
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Dale-Lyn Russell 2017 Australian Women’s 24 Hour Champion 

 

24 HOUR 
 

Track Ultra WA August 12, 2017 

 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Dale-Lyn Russell 184.805 km 
2 Emma Luscombe 180.103 km 
3 Cheryl Symons 169.814 km 

1 Kevin Muller 230.261 km 
2 Stephen Redfern 211.096 km 
3 Rob Freitag 202.011 km 

 

48 HOUR 
 

Canberra March 17, 2017. 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Sabina Hamaty 301.092 km 
2 Nikki Wynd 150.800 km 
3 Annabel Hepworth 141.822 km 

1 Mick Thwaites 404.560 km 
2 David Billett 323.643 km 
3 Paul Mahoney 238.380 
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Jessica Schluter 2017 Australian Women’s Long Trail Champion 

 

SHORT TRAIL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Yurrebilla Trail 24 September, 2017 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Gayle Cowling 7:13:07 
2 Wendy Lines 7:44:11 
3 Cherie Rothery 7:53:42 

1 David Turnbull 5:03:02 
2 Damon Whish-Wilson 5:50:19 
3 Stuart Hughes 6:08:43 

 

LONG TRAIL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Blackall 100 21 October, 2017 

Women 
 

Men 

1 Jessica Schluter 11:49:10 
2 Hayley Teale 11:56:54 
3 Meagan Sims 11:57:44 

1 Charlie Boyle 9:08:06 
2 Howard Norton 11:37:55 
3 Joe Lewis 13:09:58 
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Kevin Muller Australian Male Ultra Runner of the Year 

AURA AWARDS 2017 
 

The AURA Awards for 2017 were presented as follows: 

AUSTRALIAN FEMALE ULTRA RUNNER OF THE YEAR: TIA JONES 

The winner of this award was named Tia Jones, who smashed numerous records 
throughout 2017. Included in her repertoire was the 10th best distance in the world 
for a 12-hour (128.689kms/Aust W50 record) set at Canberra 12 Hour on March 18; 
Aust W50 record of 200kms of 22:26:21 at 24-hour race in Adelaide on July 9; Aust 
W50 100-mile record of 16:52:31 at 24-hour race in Adelaide on July 9; Aust W50 24-
hour record of 210.648kms at 24-hour race in Adelaide on July 9, and; Aust W50 6-
hour record of 74.671kms at 6-hour race in Barcelona on December 16. 

AUSTRALIAN MALE ULTRA RUNNER OF THE YEAR: KEVIN MULLER 
The winner for this award went to Kevin Muller, who had a massive year with multiple 
podium finishes on track, road, and trail including the Australian 24-hour champion in 
Bunbury with 230.261kms on August 12; three wins and two seconds in other events, 
and 229.6kms at the World Championships in Belfast. His races in 2017 included Coast 
to Kosci Ultramarathon, Nerang State Forest 100 Mile Run, Brisbane Track Ultra and 
Glasshouse. Kevin also came a joint first at Down Under 135 in 36hrs 34mins. 

HELEN STANGER AWARD: LUCY BARTHOLOMEW 
This award is presented annually for the greatest single best ultra running 
achievement by a female under the age of 60. Won by Lucy Bartholomew, winner and 
race record of 10:52:35 at Ultra Trail Australia, arguable our most competitive trail 
event. 

.
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Mick Thwaites Bryan Smith Award Winner 

BRYAN SMITH AWARD: MICK THWAITES 

This award is presented annually for the greatest single best ultra running 
achievement by a male under the age of 60. Mick ran 404.56kms at Canberra 48 Hour, 
the third best distance in the world for 2017. He also won this award in 2016, again 
for his performance at the same event. 

 

YOUNG FEMALE ULTRA RUNNER OF THE YEAR: LUCY BARTHOLOMEW 
 

YOUNG MALE ULTRA RUNNER OF THE YEAR: JOEL CLAXTON 

Joel Claxton’s performances in 2017 included:, Great Ocean Walk 100kms (100kms 
trail) 3rd, Macedon Ranges 50kms trail run (50kms trail) 4th, Maroondah Dam Trail 
Run (50kms trail) 2nd. 

 

CLIFF YOUNG AWARD: BARRY MCBRIDE 

This award is presented annually for the greatest single best ultra running 
achievement by a male over the age of 60. Barry McBride ran a remarkable 30:48 at 
Coast to Kosciuszko for an outstanding run for 6th position. Barry beat the previous 
best M60 time by more than 4.5hrs, and has also won this award for 2015 and 2016. 

 

SHIRLEY YOUNG AWARD: NO AWARD PRESENTED IN 2017 

This award is presented annually for the greatest single best ultra running 
achievement by a female over the age of 60.
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Kellie Emmerson and Lucy Bartholomew 

AURA ULTRA PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR 
 

The winner of the AURA ULTRA PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR AWARD is voted by 
AURA members.   

The voting was very close, so close in fact we had joint winners. 

Both Lucinda Bartholomew and Kellie Emmerson finished with 161 points and as such 
were declared joint winners of the 2017 award.  

Lucy's AURA Ultra Performance of the Year was winning the Ultra Trail double, Ultra 
Trail Australia and Ultra Trail Cape Town events in 2017, setting new race records for 
both. 

Kellie's AURA Ultra Performance of the Year was her extraordinary race at UTMB 
2017, when she ran herself from 11th into 5th place on her 100-mile debut.
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Tia Jones with Race Director Billy Pearce 

AUSTRALIAN RECORDS 
 

There were again several outstanding achievements but Australian Ultra runners at 
local events and Internationally.  The number of record applications was down on 
previous years.  This could be due to the fact the major World Championship events 
are now biannually with only two major World Championships conducted in 2017;  
the 24 Hour held in Belfast, Northern Ireland on the 1st-2nd July and the Trail World 
Championships on the 9th-10th June 2017.  

The rankings are a good guide for those seeking selection and the competition in 
some events is quite fierce.  It’s a great period in Ultra Running for Australia.  A 
current list of rankings can be found on the AURA website.   

A number of notable performances have been achieved at the Adelaide 24 hour in the 
past few years and 2017 was no exception.  In 2016 Tia Jones ran a fast 100km in the 
12 hour event to secure a place in the 100km World Championships team later that 
year.  In 2017 she returned in her debut over 24 hours and pulled off another 
significant performance.   In Adelaide Tia claimed records for 100 miles – 16:52:31, 
200km – 22:26:21 and 24 hours – 210.648km.   

While no open records were broken in 2017 Tia achieved a World Age Best 
Performance at her final event of the year a 6 hour in Barcelona, Spain.  This is yet to 
be ratified by the International Association of Ultrarunners however Tia now joins 
Shirley Young (W70 24 hours, 12 hours, 6 hours, W65 6 hours) and Tina Torpy (W60 
50km), all Australians women with World Age Best Performances.   Australian Men 
with World Age Best Performances include George Perdon, George Audley, Cliff 
Young, Drew Kettle and Yiannis Kouros.  

At the National 100km Championships held on the Gold Coast Pam Muston had a 
great run finishing 3rd in the National Championships and securing an W55 age record 
for 100km.  
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John Nuttall, New Australian M65 6 Hour Record Holder 

Only one male record application was received in 2017.  The M65 category has a 
number of members with the potential to challenge records and this year John Nuttall 
secured the 6 hour record in Sydney with 65.491km a fantastic result which had him 
ranked 3rd in his age category Internationally in 2017.   

A complete list of Australian Records and Australian Age Records ratified in 2017 can 
be found in the table below.  

 

Distance/Time Record Type Athlete Venue New Record Date 

6 Hours Australian M65 John Nuttall Sydney, NSW 65.491km 08-Jul-17 

100km  Australian W25 Larissa Tichon Auckland, NZ 8:54:27 07-May-17 

12 hours Australian W50 Tia Jones Bruce, ACT 128.689km 18-Mar-17 

100 miles Australian W50 Tia Jones Adelaide, SA 16:52:31 9-Jul-17 

200km  Australian W50 Tia Jones Adelaide, SA 22:26:21 9-Jul-17 

24 hours  Australian W50 Tia Jones Adelaide, SA 210.648km 9-Jul-17 

6 Hours Australian W50 Tia Jones Barcelona, SPAIN 74.671km 16-Dec-17 

100km  Australian W55 Pam Muston  Gold Coast, QLD 10:17:07 11-Jun-17 

            

6 days Australian W55 Dipali Cunningham New York 764.438km 29-Apr-14 
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Start Line of the 2017 WTF Ultra in Dwellingup WA 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

AURA would be unable to function without the work put in by our magnificent 
volunteers.  

As well as trying to find time to get in their own training runs and events, many spend 
a significant number of hours assisting your Association. We thank them for their 
contribution to our sport. 

 

UltraMag Editor Elizabeth Bennett 

UltraMag Assistant  Gemma Hamilton 

Results Publishing Alexis Oosterhoff 

Webmaster  Jeff Gray 

Media Relations Elizabeth Bennett 

Event Compliance  Kerrie Bremner 

Records & Rankings Jodie Oborne  

Points Competition Cheryl Symons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Selector Robert Boyce 
(Chairman) 

Secretary Brendan Davies & 
Elizabeth Bennett 

Team Selector  Kerrie Bremner 

Team Selector   Martin Fryer 

Team Selector   Jo Blake 

Team Selector  John Pearson 

Team Selector  Brendan Davies 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR  
ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN ULTRA  
RUNNERS ASSOCIATION INC 

Financial Statements 

For the year ended 31 December 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by 
 

ALEXIS OOSTERHOFF 
Treasurer 

Australian Ultra Runner’s Association 
11th March 2018 
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AUSTRALIAN ULTRA RUNNERS ASSOCIATION 
INC 

 

 

 

     
Detailed Profit and Loss Statement     
For the year ended 31 December 2017 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  2017 
$ 

 
2016 

$ 

 

Income 

  
 

  
 

Subscriptions & Clothing - Members 33,098 
 

45,131 
 

Subscriptions - Events Listing & Insurance 17,202 
 

16,796 
 

Advertising  
 

 
 

Donations 1,000 
 

 
 

IAU Funding 4,888 
 

6,414 
 

Commissions received  
 

 
 

Interest received 822 
 

99 
 

Total income 57,010 
 

68,440 
 

Expenses 

  
 

  
 

AURA Point Score Prizes 4,490 
 

3,550 
 

Bad Debts 3,826 
 

 
 

Bank Fees And Charges, Meetings & Accounting 
Fees 

2,555 

 
 

 

Clothing Purchases  
 

 
 

Computer, Internet expenses & Advertising 3,563 
 

1,056 
 

Insurance 6,964 
 

7,930 
 

Postage 574 
 

2,355 
 

Training  
 

 
 

Travel Expenses - AUS Grants 25,516 
 

10,593 
 

Travel Expenses - AUS Uniforms  
 

3,826 
 

Trophies and Certificates 2,731 
 

175 
 

Ultramag & Marketing Coordinator 15,556 
 

18,198 
 

Total expenses 65,775 
 

47,683 
 

Profit from Ordinary Activities before income 
tax 

-8,765 

 

20,757 
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AUSTRALIAN ULTRA RUNNERS ASSOCIATION 
INC  

 

    

 

Detailed Balance Sheet  
  

 

 

as at 31 December 2017 
 

 

 

 

  2017 
$ 

 
2016 

$ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Current Assets  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Cash Assets 
 

 

 

 

Westpac - Cheque Account 41,518 
 

110,755 
 

Westpac - Term Deposit 70,000 
 

 
 

Westpac - Maxi Direct  
 

5,703 
 

 
111,518 

 
116,458 

 

Receivables  
 

 
 

Trade debtors 4,062 
 

10,334 
 

 
4,062 

 
10,334 

 

Total Current Assets 

 
 

 
 

115,581 
 

126,792 
 

Total Assets 

 
 

 
 

115,581 
 

126,792 
 

Net Assets 

 
 

 
 

115,581 
 

126,792 
 

Equity  
 

 
 

Retained profits / (accumulated losses) 115,581 
 

126,792 
 

Total Equity 115,581 
 

126,792 
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Notes from the Treasurer: 

 

There are two significant financial transactions that require explanation as to why AURA made a large profit in 
2016, and a loss in 2017: 

 International Team participation payments for 2016 were paid out in 2017 ($10,887)  
 In December 2016, the membership renewals system was changed to a calendar year basis bringing 

forward some $14,440 of 2017 memberships that were collected in 2016. 

Taking these two changes into consideration: 

 

 

2017 
$ 

 
2016 

$  
Profit from Ordinary Activities before income tax -8,765  20,757  
Remove membership payments from 2016^   -14,440  
Adjust 2016 team payments 10,887  -10,887  
 2,122  -4,570  

     
 

^ note: no adjustment made to 2017, as 2018 membership payments were collected from December 2017. 
Thus2016 is the only year requiring adjustment. 
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