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Imara, is Swahili for strong, firm, and resilient. The name 
was chosen through a partnership with the Kenyan 
Honorary Consulate in Toronto, ensuring the translation 
was fitting for this majestic, endangered species.

Who fed me from her gentle breast,
And hush’d me in her arms to rest,
And on my cheek sweet kisses prest?
My Mother.

When sleep forsook my open eye,
Who was it sung sweet hushaby,
And rock’d me that I should not cry?
My Mother.

Who sat and watched my infant head,
When sleeping in my cradle bed,
And tears of sweet affection shed?
My Mother.

When pain and sickness made me cry,
Who gazed upon my heavy eye,
And wept for fear that I should die?
My Mother.

Who dress’d my doll in clothes so gay,
And taught me pretty how to play.
And minded all I had to say?
My Mother.

Who taught my infant lips to pray,
And love God’s holy book and day.
And walk in Wisdom’s pleasant way?
My Mother.

And can I ever cease to be
Affectionate and kind to thee,
Who was so very kind to me?
My Mother.

Ah, no! the thought I cannot bear;
And if God please my life to spare,
I hope I shall reward thy care,
My Mother.

Who ran to help me when I fell,
And would some pretty story tell,
Or kiss the place to make it well?
My Mother.

When thou art feeble, old, and gray,
My healthy arm shall be thy stay,
And I will soothe thy pains away,
My Mother.

And when I see thee hang thy head,
‘Twill be my turn to watch thy bed.
And tears of sweet affection shed,
My Mother.

For could our Father in the skies
Look down with pleased or loving eyes,
If ever I could dare despise
My Mother.

by Ann Taylor
MY MOTHERMY MOTHER



JOIN US THIS SUNDAY
Acts chapter 17: verses 22 ~ 31
John chapter 14: verses 15 ~ 21

“In Loving Memory”

Rev Lorrie Daly-Price

     We’ll explore what that promise means 
for us today, and how “in loving memory” is 
not only about looking back, but about 
recognizing how love continues to shape, 
guide, and hold us in the present.

     This Sunday we mark both Christian 
Family Sunday and Mother’s Day - a time 
that can hold joy, gratitude, and also more 
tender emotions. Together, we'll reflect on 
what it means to be “family” in the broadest 
and most meaningful sense: not just those 
we are related to, but those who walk 
alongside us in love.

     In John 14:15–21, Jesus speaks to his 
disciples in a moment of uncertainty, 
preparing them for a time when he will no 
longer be with them in the same way. And 
yet, he offers a promise: they will not be left 
alone. God’s presence - known in love, in 
connection, and in the Spirit - will continue 
with them.

Spring is Glorious, Uplifting
         and....Fleeting!!!!

     The crocuses have bloomed, and gone.
I have spent time this week dead-heading
my ‘spent’ daffodils. My tulips are in bloom,
but for how long before they are spent?

     Every year I am treated to a beautiful
magnolia display in my neighbour’s back
yard. Cherry blossoms, crabapple blossoms, 
and other fruit trees have started to bloom 
all along the streets.....some in their full 
glory already!

     I can’t wait for our lilac trees to bloom,
filling our yard with wonderful fragrance.

     When I find myself being melancholy 
that it all ends too quickly, I catch myself,
give my head a shake, put other things
aside, and get out to enjoy the spectacle of
Spring while I can! It is simply too 
magnificent to miss! Tom Joyce

You’ll Be In My HeartYou’ll Be In My Heart
sung by

Phil Collins
sung by

Phil Collins

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfrX4IOjCz0&list=RDMfrX4IOjCz0&start_radio=1


Go to our web site and find out!!!
https://www.donwaycovenant.com/

Want to know what’s going on? 
        What’s coming up?

The 

is open four days a week

Church Office
(regular hours)

 Monday to Thursday, 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Closed Fridays
     If you plan on visiting it is best to ‘phone 
ahead so Emily knows you are coming. 
If you leave a voice message Emily will get 
back to you as soon 
as she is free. (416) 444 - 8444

Drop by anytime 
    during the day, 
Monday to Thursday

  You should be able to catch me every 
morning and some afternoons. Call 
ahead to ensure I am at the 
church.

   My Door Is 
    Always Open

WANT TO STAY UP TO DATE?
Follow us and Like us on

Facebook
   Donway Covenant United Church

Lorrie

6th Sunday of Easter
  Christian Family Sunday/
      Mother’s Day

May 10
  10:30 am

The Worship Committee 

Join us for Worship
in our Sanctuary

7th Sunday of Easter
“So...He Went Where?”

May 17
  10:30 am

SERVICES 
for the 

EASTER 
SEASON 

SERVICES 
for the 

EASTER 
SEASON 

SUNDAY, MAY 10th
           AT COFFEE TIME!!

20 tea bags 
per box

FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE & TEA 

FOR SALE

COFFEE: $15.00 per 
12 oz bag

A perky medium 
roast Swiss Water 
Process 
certified decaf 

DECAF

TEA:
$5.00 per box

Roasted with an extended 
'sugar browning' to bring 
out the smooth sweetness of 
Colombian coffee.

REGULAR

THIS WEEK

I’m off on a wee turas  (that’s journey in English!)

While I’m away there won’t be a Wee VOICE. (no edition 
on May 29th nor on June 5th) nor will there be a Friday
Coffee Drop By ( not on May 29th, nor on June 5th)

to bonnie, scenic Scotland. 

I’ll tell you all about it when I’m back both in the 
June 12th edition of the Wee VOICE , 

at the June 12th gathering at Friday Coffee Drop By.
or 

http://www.donwaycovenant.com/


Easter/Earth Day Fundraiser:Easter/Earth Day Fundraiser:

Responding to 
     the Water Crisis 
          on our First Nations

Responding to 
     the Water Crisis 
          on our First Nations

     Access to safe water is a fundamental 
human right, yet 40 First Nations are 
under a Boil Water Alert. The Outreach 
Committee invites you to join our 
response to the water crisis on First 
Nations by contributing to our 
Fundraiser for Water First.

     Water First helps to address local 
water challenges in Indigenous 
communities through education, training 
and meaningful collaboration. Water 
First partners with Indigenous 
communities to address both drinking 
water and environmental water concerns. 
The goal is real long-term solutions that 
increase knowledge and skills – 
benefitting both individuals and 
communities.

     Graduates of the first water and 
resource-management Internship. This 
15 month program trained 6 participants 
to manage water and fish resources as 
well as the impact of industry and climate 
change on their communities.

     CLICK HERE to see a video about 
what Water First Does:

     You can donate in church any Sunday until May 17th or drop off a 
cheque or cash to Emily's office by May 19th marked Outreach Project. 
Cheques should be made out to The Donway Covenant United Church. 
Thank you for contributing to this important initiative!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilAvTRXJjvk

The Outreach Committee

Wednesday, June 17th  
in the Auditorium

Gathering at Noon  ~  Luncheon at 12:30 pm

It’s Coming Soon!  Save the Date!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilAvTRXJjvk


her
gave the teacher, 
that white means 
purity and a 
mother’s love is 
pure. She then took 
the flower, put it in 
an empty bottle with 
water, while giving 
me a look that 
seemed to say 
“Where in heaven’s 
name do you learn 
these things?” But of 
course, it was no 
surprise to her - 
despite having 
finished only grade 3, she taught me and my 
siblings how to write and read, in English, 
long before we started schooling.

 the same spiel I 

by Victoria Martinez

     We did not use to have Mother’s Day in 
the Philippines, but we celebrated “Family 
Day” instead around November or 
December. For such occasion, the school 
provided us with carnation flowers for us to 
give to our mothers or to pin on our school 
uniforms. Deep red carnation meant your 
mother was still living. White carnation 
meant your mother had passed. As the 
teacher handed us the flowers, I asked for a 
white one. She was quite confused and was 
about to scold me so I told her that my 
mother disliked red flowers, especially the 
deep red ones as she seemed to associate 
them with something morbid, like funeral 
wreaths. I will then give her the white 
carnation because white signifies purity and 
that mother’s love is pure.

MY MOTHERMY MOTHERMY MOTHER
     I learned a song in Grade 1 called 
“My Mother”, which I always sung to 
my mother. Over the years I had forgotten 
some of the lyrics but thanks to the internet 
and Google, I found that it is actually a poem written by the 
English poet and literary critic, Ann Taylor, later Gilbert, together 
with her sister, Jane Taylor.

     When I got home, I gave the white 
carnation to my mother. “Do you think or do 
you want me dead?” she asked. So I gave 

     Ann Taylor (1783 -1866) was a poet and literary critic. Born in 
England to a successful and well-educated family, she and her sister 
Jane, who is best known for the classic children’s verse, “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star,” wrote a number of children's books. Ann also 
wrote a number of hymns. A devoted advocate of animal welfare, Ann 
also took an active interest in social issues. Widowed in her late 
sixties, she wrote prolifically and travelled extensively until her death.)

     Ann’s poem “My Mother” appears on page 2 of this week’s Wee VOICE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5hZHdnc4ySA&list=RD5hZHdnc4ySA&start_radio=1

Want to listen to a version sung by SweetTunes Baby Music?
     CLICK HERE

Emma Martinez - “Mom”

Me (the ‘tall’ one) with my
sister Leng, and our mom

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hZHdnc4ySA&list=RD5hZHdnc4ySA&start_radio=1


Ladies’ Fellowship
     Our                                    will meet on the 
10:30 am on ZOOM under the leadership of Maureen Smith.

second and fourth Thursday of the month at Ladies’ Fellowship

     All are welcome to attend. Please contact Emily at the church office for the Zoom link.

     Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 14th, 2026, at 10:30 am. on ZOOM.

(416) 444 - 8444

DCUC Knitting 
    Group

Andrea Sloan

Our next meeting is Monday, May 11th

     We are currently knitting baby and children’s items for the 
Abiona Centre (formerly Massey Centre) and other 
organizations assisting mothers and their children.

     We have a huge quantity of yarn and needles to share and 
would love to have you join us.

     Our meetings are on the second and fourth Mondays of the month, 
          from  2:30 ~ 3:30 pm in our Living Room. 

Join Us for

Lunch with Lorrie
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Lunch with Lorrie 

YOU’RE INVITED!

Thursday, May 21st

     Join us for                               on Thursday, May 21st, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
for conversation, learning and community.

Marian Childerhose,
Pastoral Care

Rev. Lorrie Daly-Price,
The Donway Covenant United Church

(416) 444 - 8444

     This month we are pleased to welcome Jim Snowdon, a doctor of pharmacy. 
Drawing on his years of experience, Jim will share helpful insights on 
pharmaceuticals.

All are welcome!

     Casseroles will be taken out of the freezer for those attending, so please RSVP to 
the church office by Monday, May 18 to reserve your portion. We won’t be able to 
accommodate anyone after the deadline, so be sure to let us know!

     Lunch will feature delicious ham, broccoli and noodle casseroles prepared by 
Tom Joyce, along with a few other treats. We kindly ask 
for a $5 donation, with all proceeds going to support

     This will be our last gathering of the “Spring”, taking a summer break before we
meet again in September.



   (newchoir) is a 
choral community 
founded and focused 
on the genres of rock 
and pop that strives to 
create high-calibre 
joyful musical 
experiences for its 
members and 
audiences, 
emphasizing 
musical growth and 
teamwork among its members by 
fostering an atmosphere of respect, 
discipline and positivity while being 
accessible to as many levels of musical 
ability as possible.

Scott Pietrangelo
Artistic Director 
and Producer

   (newchoir) is Toronto's original rock 
choir, and has been blowing the roof off 
of Toronto concert halls since 2005. 
Utilizing professional rock musicians 
and exciting choral arrangements of a 
wide variety of pop & rock songs 
spanning the decades, newchoir is a 
massive rock group like no other in the 
city!

Come and join us for
a fun evening of

May 9, 2026
9:30 am

In the parking lot of
The Donway Covenant United Church

(230 the Donway West)

Composting doesn’t just
reduce waste. It builds

healthier soil, cuts
methane emissions,

conserves water, and helps
plants thrive.

Composting doesn’t just
reduce waste. It builds

healthier soil, cuts
methane emissions,

conserves water, and helps
plants thrive.

It’s one of the simplest
ways to fight climate

change - right from your
home or community.

It’s one of the simplest
ways to fight climate

change - right from your
home or community.



Minutes for Mission

From the United Church of Canada website 

HELD IN HOPE

Credit: ACT Alliance and Hungarian Interchurch Aid

     Our gifts to Mission and Service help make 
this care possible, make your gift today. 

https://united-church.ca/stories/held-hope

     On Mother’s Day, we give thanks for mothers 
and for all those who carry a mother’s love. 
Those who nurture, protect, and keep going 
through great responsibility, often while carrying 
more than they can easily name.

     In January 2025, in the Eastern Carpathian 
Mountains of Ukraine, a retreat in Tukhlya 
offered mothers and children a chance to step 
away from the pressures of daily survival and 
receive care. Through ACT Alliance, ACT 
member Hungarian Interchurch Aid welcomed 
families who had been displaced by war or were 
living near the frontlines into a space of rest and 
support.

     Many of the mothers arrived exhausted, 
carrying grief, uncertainty, and the constant 
demands of caring for their children in difficult 
circumstances. At the retreat, they were offered 
psychological support, time in nature, and 
creative activities, while their children were 
cared for through play and art. For many, it was 
the first time they had been able to focus on 
their own wellbeing.

     One mother shared that she had spent so 
long focused on her children’s needs that she 
had forgotten her own. In this space, she was 
able to rest, reflect, and begin to regain strength 
for the journey ahead.

     Through Mission and Service, initiatives 
like this become possible. Our gifts help create 
spaces where caregivers can receive care, 
where resilience can be renewed, and where 
hope can be strengthened even during ongoing 
hardship.

     On this Mother’s Day, we remember the 
strength of mothers everywhere, and the 
importance of supporting that strength in return.

     Words can not convey how excited I get when the first
harvest (in my house that’s always the rhubarb!) of the 
year is ready. I know, and respect, that not everyone feels
this way about rhubarb. In my house I am the only one 
who has this “affliction”!

     But when I starting thinking about rhubarb coffee cake, 
brown sugar rhubarb cookies, raspberry rhubarb crumb 
bars, rhubarb cobbler, stewed rhubarb, strawberry 
rhubarb pie, rhubarb syrup, rhubarb margaritas........well
what can I say? And this is before I start dreaming of the
preserves....jams, chutneys etc!!

     So, yes I have a very large rhubarb patch. But the real 
question is “Is it large enough?”

Ah, Rhubarb!

Tom JoyceMay 7, 2026May 7, 2026

http://united-church.ca/stories/held-hope


a musical trip across Canada

thSunday, May 24 , 2026 @ 2:00 pm
St. Clement of Ohrid
Cathedral Ballroom

76 Overlea Boulevard, East York

Free Parking
Cash Bar & Refreshments

Adults: $15.00
Students: $10.00

Children (12 & under): Free

     I hope you will plan to attend to support a great 
community band, and your favourite flute player! 
Please contact me by May 15th to order tickets.

vjyarwood@gmail.com Vivian Yarwood

East York Concert Band’s
Annual Spring Concert

Louis Arbour

The Prime Minister, Mark Carney, announced that, on his recommendation, 
His Majesty King Charles III has approved the appointment of the 

Honourable Louise Arbour as the next Governor General of Canada.

     As Governor General, Ms. Arbour 
will be the representative of His 
Majesty The King in Canada. She will 
be Canada’s 31st Governor General 
since Confederation and the first 
Governor General of Canada 
appointed by His Majesty.

     Ms. Arbour is a world-renowned 
legal scholar, judge, and leader in 
human rights and justice. With a career 
of service spanning more than five 
decades, she has held nearly every 
office a Canadian jurist can hold, and 
several that no Canadian had held before. She 
was appointed as a judge to the Supreme Court 
of Ontario, the Court of Appeal for Ontario, and 
the Supreme Court of Canada. In 1996, she was 
appointed by the United Nations (UN) as Chief 
Prosecutor for the International Criminal 
Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for 
Rwanda. In this role, she led efforts that resulted 
in the first conviction for genocide since the 
Genocide Convention and the first indictment 
for war crimes of a sitting head of state.

                         Ms. Arbour was appointed High 
                    Commissioner for Human Rights 
                    by the UN Secretary-General in 
                    2004 and later served as UN 
                    Special Representative for 
                    International Migration from 2017 
                    to 2018. More recently, she 
                    delivered the Independent External 
                    Comprehensive Review on 
                    misconduct in the Canadian Armed 
                    Forces, which became a catalyst for 
                    unprecedented culture change and 
                    reform. 

     Ms. Arbour is a Companion of the Order of 
Canada, Canada’s highest civilian honour, and a 
Grande officière de l’Ordre national du 
Québec. She has received nearly 100 honours 
and awards, including 42 honorary doctorates 
from universities around the world. Ms. Arbour’s 
experience, judgement, moral clarity, and 
conviction will serve Canada exceedingly well.

     Ms. Arbour’s term begins on June 8, 2026 and
runs for five years.



Church of the Ascension
70th Anniversary

Fundraiser 
Concert

Church of the Ascension
70th Anniversary

Fundraiser 
Concert

Saturday, May 9th at 2:00 pm

“Rhythms of the Decades”“Rhythms of the Decades”
with Singer/Saxophonistwith Singer/Saxophonist

Kristen
  Prince
Kristen
  Prince

Tickets $30.00 $35.00 At Door

Call 416 - 444 - 8881   
or email  ascension@ca.inter.net

Come and Celebrate With Us!
Church of the Ascension

33 Overland Drive, Don Mills, ON, M3C 2C3
          Wheelchair Access

thThursday, May 14 , 2026 
12 to 2 pm

Lunch (noon) & Entertainment
$20

Reservations requested by noon 
th

Tuesday, May 12
Email cafe65connections@gmail.com  

or call 416 - 444 - 8881

A Community Outreach Program of

Church of the Ascension
33 Overland Drive, Don Mills, ON, M3C 2C3

          Wheelchair Access

  “Celebrating
ELVIS & FRIENDS”

with Singer, Tribute Artist
Joe Zambri

Bring your Friends 
     & Enjoy the Afternoon!

Food, Fellowship and Fun for Seniors!



187 WYNFORD DRIVE
TORONTO
416-331-9797
DELMANOR.COM

RSVP at (416) 331 - 9797

RSVP REQUIRED FOR ALL EVENTS
These events are .

Space is limited!
FREE

YOU’RE 
WELCOME TO

Please let us know 
   if you are coming.

Presentation: Queen Victoria
Thursday May 14th at 2:15 pm

(In-person event

Each May we celebrate Victoria Day: the day to 
honour the birthday of Queen Victoria. Many of 
us don’t know much about the life of this 
phenomenal woman. Join Paul Dias as he 
speaks to us about the monarch whose reign 
ushered in one of the greatest periods of 
transformation in history - changing not just an 
island, but the entire world!

Presentation: Aging and 
     Emotional Well-Being

Wednesday May 20th at 2:15 pm
(In-person event

As we age it’s important that we maintain a 
healthy lifestyle for both our mental and physical 
well-being. Key strategies for good health 
include maintaining social connections and 
regular physical activity. Join our very own 
LivingWell Coach, Krish, as she explores how 
to manage our mental health later in life.

I Couldn’t Be Happier!I Couldn’t Be Happier!

     Wednesday was a glorious day! Taking 
advantage, I picked up a cheque for $2,020.00 from 
the church office and drove to Creemore, Ontario to 
present it to Water First, the charity our Outdoor
Sale sponsored.

     After a delightful country drive heading west out 
of Barrie, I arrived in Creemore. I had never visited 
before, but believe me I will be back! I’ll choose a 
time when a lunch in one of the pub’s, or a stop at 
Creemore Brewery are in order. And I’ll visit Mad 
River Pottery, Lagom 142, Victorian Values.......
too many stores, all in amazing buildings on the 
main street.

     Instead, I spent 
a fascinating time
with John Millar,
founder and 
Executive 
Director of Water
First. Have you
ever been in the
presence of
someone whose
face is alive while they talk about their passion, 
who have met with Premiers, Prime Ministers and
other noteworthy leaders, but still have the time 
for you? Well I now have.

A DAY TO REMEMBER

     All in all, quite the day! Tom Joyce

FROM THE ARCHIVES.....The Wee VOICE, Nov 12, 2021FROM THE ARCHIVES.....The Wee VOICE, Nov 12, 2021

     Last Sunday I was thrilled to hear from 
Vivian Yarwood and Cathy Rand that the 
Outreach Committee is directing it’s Earth 
Day Fundraising Project towards Water First.  
Why so excited?

     Back when we all were still in the throws
of COVID in 2021 the Fellowship 
Committee decided we had to “do
something” so launched an Outdoor Sale  

(held October 22nd) under a blue canopy 
outside the Narthex doors. We included 
baked goods, From the Table, and 
preserves, Lord Preserve Us. We decided 
in the tough times to support Canadian 
indigenous peoples through Water First. We 
didn’t know what support we would get, and 
were amazed! We raised $2,020.00! 

     Our experience was that Water First is a
great organization to partner with!

Tom Joyce



Don Mills Branch 
888 Lawrence Ave E

Programs you might 
   find of interest!

Please call 416-395-5710  
for further details and to reserve your spot!

Monday May 11th
from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

  Tea & Movies: 
        “Minari” 2020

                      A Korean American family moves to 
                      an Arkansas farm in search of its 
                      own American dream. Amidst the 
challenges of new life in the strange and rugged 
Ozarks, they discover the undeniable resilience of 
family and what really makes a home.

Defending Democracy: 
  Civic Engagement 
   and the Rule of Law

Thursday May 14th
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm

The idea that healthy societies need to be 
governed by rules and principles that are fair, 
transparent, accessible and universal is referred 
to as the “rule of law”, and it is a fundamental 
cornerstone of democracy in Canada. Yet 
increasingly, people in Canada are observing a 
decline in the health of our democracy. Examples 
like increasing use of the Notwithstanding Clause 
to circumvent Charter rights and avoid the scrutiny 
of the courts, threats to judicial independence, 
and enacting legislation that permits governments 
to bypass other legal protections point to what 
many call "democratic backsliding" - governments 
that are less transparent, less accountable and 
accessible to the people they serve.

Thursday, May 21st
from 2:00 to 3:00 pm

or
Tuesday, May 19th
from 7:00 to 8:00 pm

              May’s Book
          “The Giver of Stars”
             by Jo Jo Moyes

Android Devices for Beginners
Friday May 15th

from 10:00 to 11:30 am

                            This class is for absolute 
                             beginners who are curious 
about buying an Android phone or tablet, or who 
have just acquired one and want to understand 
how it operates. Android phones include those 
manufactured by Samsung, Google, Motorola, 
and OnePlus.

Buying a Car? 
  Know Your Rights!

Wednesday May 20th
from 7:00 to 8:00 pm

                             Buying a vehicle can be a 
challenging experience with long-term financial 
implications. Join us for a presentation by the 
Ontario Motor Vehicle Industry Council (OMVIC), 
the regulator of motor vehicle sales in Ontario. 
A representative from the OMVIC will provide you 
with resources and tips for buying new and used 
cars in Ontario.

Let’s Talk About 
    Grief and Caregiving

Monday May 25th
from 2:00 to 3:30 pm

                            Join us to learn how grief comes 
                         up when caring for an adult loved-
one with health issues, such as a friend, partner, 
family member. Explore and discuss different 
types of losses and grief experiences that are 
common for caregivers. Learn some practical tips 
for managing grief and loss and have an 
opportunity to meet other caregivers.

Led by Social Workers Susan Anstice and 
Lois Didyk.

Drop-in Tech Help

                    Have questions about your tablet, 
                    phone, laptop, email or eBooks? A 
librarian will be available to help you.

Every Monday from 2:00 to 3:00 pm



Minister:

Music 
   Director

Church 
   Administrator:

Custodian:

Rev. Lorrie Daly-Price

Emily McLean

Kim Morgan

230 The Donway West, Toronto, ON   M3B  2V8
‘ phone (416) 444 - 8444      e-mail: donwaycovenant@msn.com

website: www.donwaycovenant.com

Celebrating  11 years of 
being an Affirming Congregation

Need pastoral care?
Call the church office and
Emily will direct your call.

Scott Pietrangelo

We are an
Affirming

Congregation

Created in God’s image


