St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church

“Itis Love alone that gives

worth to all things. "
— St Teresa of Avila

AuGusT 17, 2025

TWENTIETH SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME
1490 19TH STREET (CHURCH)
NE CORNER OF 19TH & CONNECTICUT STS.

You are invited!
Join us in the hall after 4:15
Mass on September 6. Let's

be serving wine and cheese.

meet more of the St. Teresa
community.

PASTOR
Rev. Gregory Houck, O.Carm.
pastor@stteresasf.org

IN RESIDENCE
Bro. David Semmens, O.Carm.,
brotherdave@stteresasf.org

‘ Rev. Brian Henden, O.Carm.,
bhenden@carmelites.net

Rev. Michael Kwiecien, O.Carm.,

mkwiecien@carmelites.net

take the opportunity to visit and
enjoy some refreshments, we will

And if you're not a 4:15 regular -
you are welcome to join us and

The Prayer Garden is now closed!

This week Demolition has started in the garden in anticipation of the work that needs to be done to
repair the retaining wall. Thank you to Paul English for taking such great care of the garden.

FAITH FORMATION & OCIA

Our religious education programs will be starting
next month.

To enroll your child/ren in Faith Formation,
please submit an application, available at the
front of the church.

For more information with respect to OCIA,
please contact Anarose or the Parish Office.

OFFICE MANAGER/
BUSINESS MANAGER
Joel Gile, joel@stteresasf.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Laura Diaz-Flaviani, Iflaviani@pacbell.net

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
Anarose Schelstrate, anarose@stteresasf.org

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS: WHO ARE THEY and WHAT DO THEY DO?

Today'’s first reading, taken from the Prophet Jeremiah, is one of my favorite passages in
the entire three-year lectionary cycle. The reading finds Jeremiah in a muddy cistern, and my
homily will focus on what did Jeremiah do to warrant getting thrown in a well and left there to
die. Today’s column is intended to supplement the homily with background material, not only
on Jeremiah the Prophet, but also on the Prophetic Tradition in Judeo-Christianity.

In the New Testament there are frequent references to “the Law and the Prophets,” a
phrase that many Christians don’t quite understand. Strictly speaking, Law refers to the Pen-
tateuch (the first five books of the Bible), whereas Prophets refers to eighteen books, divided
along the lines of major and minor prophets. Jeremiah is classified as one of the major proph-
ets.

In Israelite history, the prophets and the monarchy came into existence at about the
same time. This happened about a thousand years before Christ when Saul united the twelve
tribes of Israel and became its first king. At about the same time, Elijah, the first prophet,
“emerged from the cave” and initiated the prophetic tradition in Judeo-Christianity.

It is important to note that, in both Judaism and Christianity, prophets are not seers or
soothsayers. Their intention is not to predict specific future events, such as the “day, the
time, and the hour” of the second coming. Rather, the Israelite Prophet exists in constant ten-
sion with the “powers that be.” On one side we have the king, the aristocracy, and religious
leaders, and on the other side we have the prophets. The prophets always “face off” against
the country’s religious and political leaders, and this tension is expressed in two ways.

First, prophets remind those in power that religion and religious practices are matters of
the heart. Prophets continuously point out that religious rituals should be an external mani-
festation of an internal disposition. If there is no inner conversion, no inner disposition, then
religious practices are nothing more than empty rituals or “going through the motions.”

The second aspect of Israelite Prophecy is that prophets constantly remind those in pow-
er that God’s chosen people includes all Israelites, not just the “chosen few” that make up the
aristocracy and temple court. Additionally, prophets remind those in power that, because
they enjoy a privileged position, they have a responsibility to care for those who are less fortu-
nate.

Which brings us to the subject of today’s first reading, the Prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah was born about 650 BC, and the time of his prophecy coincided with one of the
most critical time in Israelite history: the events leading up to the fall of Jerusalem and the
Babylonian Captivity (587-537 BC).

Jeremiah is somewhat of an anomaly among the prophets. What makes Jeremiah so
unique is that, for a time, he was a member of the king’s “inner circle” and had the distinction
of being a “court prophet.” Jeremiah served as counselor to the king, and it is in this capacity
and context that today’s first reading takes place.

Jesus sees himself in continuity with the line of Israelite prophets that began with Elijah
and includes Jeremiah. In the ministry of Jesus, advocating for the marginated, disadvan-
taged, and the poor is central to his message and preaching. Also: it is the prophetic tradition
which anchors and grounds the Church’s teachings on social justice.

Michael Kwiecien, O. Carm
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