
OUR MOTHER OF MERCY 

On the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C, 
we hear how God gathers people from all cor-
ners of the earth. The message is clear. God’s 
love is not limited to one group. He wants all 
people to come to Him. 
 
This Sunday reminds us that following God is 
not always easy. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks 
about the narrow gate. He says that many will 
try to enter, but not all will succeed. It takes ef-
fort, trust, and a steady heart. 
 
Jesus attracted many people with His message 
of love and healing. People wanted to hear His 
words and see His miracles. However, when He 
spoke about taking up a cross and the difficulties 
of being a disciple, some people turned away. 
They were not ready for the hard parts of fol-
lowing Him.  We might face rejection, misun-
derstandings, or even persecution. But if we tru-
ly love Jesus, we will stay committed to Him. 
Being a disciple means making sacrifices.  Jesus 
asks us to follow Him, even when it leads to a 
cross. This requires effort and sometimes pain, 
but it also brings true joy and peace. 
 
Hebrews tells us that discipline is part of love. 
Just like a parent teaches a child, God teaches 
us. This is not to punish us but to help us grow 
stronger. 
 
Prayer 
 Lord, help us to follow You with open hearts 
and minds. Guide us to be welcoming to all and 
teach us through Your loving discipline. Give us 
the strength to embrace our cross and stay faith-
ful on our journey with You. Amen.  
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Pastoral Staff 

Fr. Peter Wiafe Akenteng, Pastor 
Tom Giovannitti, Deacon 
Lydia Salas, Sec/Safe& Sacred Coord. 
Jennifer Rattliff:, Bookkeeper 
Michael Ussin, Maintenance/Custodial 
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Donna R. Patrick, Director, Gospel Choir 
Bernadine Silva, Music, Saturday Mass 
Emma Uwaniyigena, Rwanda/Burudi 
Catholic Community Choir 
 

Religious Education: 

Laura Moreno, Director 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Help Line: 

817-768-1950/svdpomm@gmail.com 

St. Anne’s Society:  Marie Guidry 

marieguidry@sbcglobal.net 

Knights St. Peter Claver , Council #89 

Michael Barks /817-845-1125 

St. Veronica Ladies Auxiliary Court 89 

Carolyn Yusuf/817-726-6726 

carolynyusuf@sbcglobal.net 

Lector Coordinator:     

Lanette Martinez Vidaurri  

817-228-3338/lanettemartinez@ymail.com 

Pastoral Council:                                           

LaWonda Peoples, Chairperson 

Financial Council:                                        
Fred Bob , Chairperson  
***************************************************** 

 

 

Office Hours 
Wednesday and Thursday: 
11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
Friday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
Father Peter’s Office Hours 

11:00 am-3:00pm 
Tuesday through-Friday 

Call or text him at 469-971-9854 
**************************** 
 

 

Historically African-American Catholic Church—all are welcome!                                                                                        August 24, 2025 

PRAYER CORNER 

Lord, please look upon [say name] with mercy.  Rest your healing hand 

upon their ailing body.  Let new life flow through every cell of their being 
and the depths of their soul, cleansing and restoring them.  Reform them 

back to wholeness and strength for Your glory.  Amen. 

In Loving Memory of 
 Larry & Olga Martinez, 

One Day at a Time. 

 

 

 

ALERT360.C0M 

JACK PAIS 

Security/Consultant 

MOBILE 817-988-6344 

FREE DOORBELL CAMERA 

FREE SMART LOCK 

14500 Trinity Blvd #106, FTW, TX 76155 

JACK.PAIS@ALERT360.COM 

 

 

Give to the Annual Diocesan Appeal at: 

https://bit.ly/DiocesanAppealfwdioc.org 

 
 
 
 

Travel The World in Faith 
Next Tour departs Fall 2025 

Reserve your space now! 
More information visit: www. 
stpeterclaverpilgrimages.com 

Isabel Mesker 
Mary O’Rourke 
Eva Willars 
Solomon McCarter 
Zenobia Robinson 
Marie Williams 
Christian Montalvo 
Tomasa Abalos 
Johnny Kirven 
Tommie Moore 
Gabriela Moreno 
Dexter Patterson 
Terry McCravey 
Veronica Garcia 
Juanita & Kevin Thornton 

Fr. Manuel Holguin 
Albert Johnson Jr. 
Ysleta Franklin 
Floyd &Evadell Ware 
Iris Reedom 
Darlene Parker 
Malinda Walker 
Alberee Haynes 
Amiel Shelton  
Jaylan Escobedo 
Mary Bearden 
Kurt Williams 
George Waddell 
Chris & Arriel Marshall 
Adrian Salas 

Wesley Matthews 
 
 
May the souls of the faithfully 
departed rest in peace 

Carmelina Roman Trevino 
Miriam Jones 
Betty Harris 
Joseph Cotton 
Mauricio Pulido 
 
 

Bon Voyage Travels 

Mary Pichon Battle 
Travel Agent/Owner 

985-774-3141 
Bonvoytrav@gmail.com 

Thank you 

for  

supporting 

our  

parish family 

 

 

Bernadine Silva - 

817-883-5036 

Piano Teacher, Pianist, Singer 

Stewardship Weekly Offering:  8/17/2025 

Regular Collection $1628.00 

Weekday Mass $273.00 

Mass Intentions $ 

Parish Maintenance $ 

St. Anne’s Candles $193.00 

St. Anne’s Religious Articles $ 

Summer Utilities $642.00 

St. Vincent de Paul $ 

Bulletin Ads $ 

Phil the Box $109.20 

 $ 

Total Collection $2,846.03 

Total Weekend Attendance 140 

Council and 

Court #89 

Safe Environment Certification 
To volunteer in any capacity for 
the Parish you will need to com-
plete a Safe Environment class.  
The initial class is Protecting 
God’s Children and is good for 2 
years.  The renewal class is A Plan 
to Protect.  Renewals must be 
completed every 2 years. 
To renew/or start log in to 
www.virtus.org:  For assistance, 
call Lydia Salas/church office. 

Go Adventuring by 
Train FTW to OKC  
Oct. 19-22, 2025 
Visit OKC Nat’l Attrac-
tions/Memorial/Cruise 
Bricktown Canal/Opt. 
trip to Tulsa /$499 pp/
Hotel included 
Contact: Bon Voyage 
Travels  985-774-3141   

Adoration Times: 
Wednesday:  5pm-7pm 
Friday 8 am-noon 
Saturday 4 pm-4:50pm 

Rosary 
Sunday 9:00am  
(1st Sun. Livestreamed) 
Mon-Fri 6:20 am 

Mass Times 
Sunday:  10:00 am 
Mon-Fri—7:00 am 
Saturday: 5:00 pm 

Confession 
Monday thru-Friday: 
6:00am-6:50 am  
7:30am-7:55am 
Saturday –4:00-4:50 pm 

Sunday Aug 24 
In thanksgiving for health 
of Deborah and Guillermo 
Barrera 
Monday Aug 25 
Repose soul of 
Avelina Castillo 
Tuesday Aug 26 
In thanksgiving for a 
health baby 
Wednesday Aug 27 
Repose souls of those 
who died from COVID 
Thursday Aug 28 
Repose soul of 
Avelina Castillo 
Friday Aug 29 
Repose soul of 
Agnes Nguyen 
Saturday Aug 30 
Happy Birthday 
Areli Velazquez 
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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CCE/OCIA classes will begin Septem-
ber 7.  Register early to reserve a 
space for adults or children.  Use 
forms located at:  https://
www.omomftworth.org/forms.  Call 
church office at 817-335-1695 or 
email dredu@omomftworth.org 
***************************************** 

With deep sorrow and 
profound gratitude of a 
life well-lived, we an-
nounce the passing of 
our beloved Betty 
Rickets Harris, who 
went home to be with 
the Lord on August 5, 
2025.  Mrs. Harris was 
a faithful member of 

OMM for over six decades.  She 
served with unwavering dedication, 
compassion, 
and grace.  She 
touched count-
less lives and 
helped build a 
legacy of faith 
that will endure 
for generations.  
Well done good 
and faithful serv-
ant.  Well done. 
**************************************** 

 
 
 
 

Join members/ friends of OMM for 
good fellowship, light lunch, cool priz-
es and fun September 12, for Senior 
Friday Bingo (We are back!!) in the 
parish life center.  RSVP to attend by 
noon Wednesday, September 10.  
Text 817-689-4344.  In October, we  
will be back on the first Friday of the 
month. 
***************************************** 

Texas Catholic Voices 
Back to School 

As our families prepare for a new 
school year, the TCCB (Texas Catho-
lic Conference of Bishops) and others 
are busy preparing for the rollout of a 
new program to assist low-income 
families and children with special 
needs seeking a Catholic education. 
Learn about the new ESA initiative 

and more in this month's Texas Cath-
olic Voice!   Go to https://
txcatholic.org/texas-catholic-voice-
august-2025 to read article. 
********************************************* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ladies of OMM are cordially invit-
ed to Magnificat Prayer Meal Hosted 
by “Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament” Grapevine TX Chapter  
Sept 6, 2025 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Location: Hilton Garden Inn Lewisville 
785 State Highway 121, Lewisville 
Texas  75067 
The guest speaker is Fr. Wolfgang 
Seitz, ORC.  He will share his person-
al testimony and lead us through the 
consecration to our Guardian Angels, 
a unique spiritual gift for all attendees.  
For Questions Call: 214-868-5559 
Go to https://magnificat-
ministry.net/chapters/tx-grapevine 
to reserve your place and see pay-
ment options. 
***************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next St. Andrew Breakfast will be 
on Saturday morning September 13, 
2025 at St. Patrick Cathedral, 1206 
Throckmorton St, Fort Worth, TX 
76102, at 8:00 AM. The day will begin 
with Mass followed by breakfast and 
fellowship. We encourage young men 
in high school and college in the Dio-
cese of Fort Worth to attend. 
Please reserve your spot through 
the Vocations Office or by calling 817-
945-9321.  
***************************************** 
We are up and 
 running!! 
 
We are thankful to 
Bishop Olsen for 
assigning Father Peter Wiafi Akenteng 
to Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Par-
ish. The last time OMM had a parish 
priest was June of 2022. Ever won-
dered how many priests have said 

mass at OMM since 2022? A total of 
twenty-two!!  We thank all of them and 
welcome them to return to OMM any-
time to fellowship with Father Peter 
and OMM parishioners!  (Note:  Fa-
ther Richard and Father Bob are the 
mass celebrants for the 7:00am mass-
es) 
 
Father Richard Flores 
Father John Shanahan T.O.R. 
Father John Robert Skeldon 
Father Binoy Kurian 
Father Bob Strittmatter 
Father Brett Metzler 
Father Anthony Bozeman 
Father Brandon LaClair 
Father Dan Pattee T.O.R. 
Father Mike Ciski T.O.R. 
Father Zachary Burns T.O.R. 
Bishop Michael Olson 
Father Willie Onuh 
Father Maurice Moon 
Father Pedro Martinez 
Father John Perikomalayil 
Father Jonathan Wallace 
Father Sandeep Lakra 
Father Brijiil Lawrence 
Msgr. Publius Xuereb 
Father Frances Kwasi Poku 
 
**************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
The parish rectory is purchased and 
Fr. Peter is thankful to us.  Below is a 
wish list of items needed to help fur-
nish the rectory.  We ask for your help 
in making this a comfortable  rectory 
for Fr. Peter, future priests and visit-
ing priests. 
• Vacuum cleaner 
• Table lamps for bedroom and liv-

ing room 
• Washing Machine and Dryer 
• One shower curtain 
• Garden hose 
• Wall hangers to hang pictures 
• Indoor plug-ins (scented) 
• Night lights 
• Surge protectors 
To avoid duplications, please coordi-
nate with the parish office. 
Thank your for support. 
 

 

Reflection for the 21st Sunday 

Jesus said that there are two roads 

we can follow.  The first is wide 

and easy to travel.  It is downhill 

most of the way.  It is the way of 

comfort and ease, pleasure and self

-seeking.  Many are fooled and 

travel down this road.  But in the 

long run it leads them nowhere.  

They die in the desert.  The second 

road is narrow and difficult.  It is 

uphill a lot of the way.  It is the 

way of struggle and sacrifice.  Few 

take this road.  But they are the 

lucky ones.  This road leads to the 

Promised Land. 

 Prayers & Love  

August Live Stream Schedule 
Aug 24—Jennifer Rattliff 
Aug 31—Howard Rattliff 
******************************************** 

August Lector Schedule 
Aug 23—Desire Garcia 
Aug 24—Amanda Flood; Lydia 
Salas 
Aug 30—Natasha Cha; Stephanie 
Rodriguez 
Aug. 31—LaWonda Peoples; Daniel 
Gonzalez 
****************************** 
Join Gulf South Communities to remem-
ber the 20th anniversary of Hurricane 
Katrina’s impact of the Louisiana coast-
lines.  Reclaim our right to resist and ex-
ist in the aftermath of disaster, and re-
new the vision and commitment to live 
and thrive in the places we love.  Look 
for places in the metroplex and New Or-
leans to 
give your 
support 
this next 
week.   

Daily Readings for the Week 
 

Aug 24—Is 66:18-21; Heb12:5-7, 
 11-13; Lk 13:22-30  
Aug 25—1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Mt 

 23:13-22 

Aug 26—1 Thes 2:1-8; Mt 23:23-

 26 

Aug 27—1 Thes 2:9-13 

 Mt 23:27-32 

Aug 28—1 Thes 3:7-13 

 Mt 24:42-51 

Aug 29—1 Thes 4:1-8 

 Mk 6:17-29 

Aug 30—1 Thes 4:9-11 

 Mt 25:14-30 

The Passion of John the Baptist: A Glorious Witness to Truth and Faith 

On August 29, the Church commemorates the Feast of the Passion of John the Baptist, a powerful reminder of the cost of 
speaking the truth and staying faithful to God’s mission. John the Baptist, known as the precursor to Christ, played a pivotal 
role in preparing the way for the Messiah, and his martyrdom stands as a testament to his unwavering commitment to 
righteousness. 

Now Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, for 
John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Although he wanted to kill him, he feared the people, for they 
regarded him as a prophet. But at a birthday celebration for Herod, the daughter of Herodias performed a dance before the 
guests and delighted Herod so much that he swore to give her whatever she might ask for. Prompted by her mother, she 
said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and the 
guests who were present, he ordered that it be given, and he had John beheaded in the prison. His head was brought in on 
a platter and given to the girl, who took it to her mother. His disciples came and took away the corpse and buried him; and 
they went and told Jesus. ~Matthew 14:3–12  

His martyrdom not only fulfilled his role as the forerunner to Christ but also exemplified the ultimate sacrifice for truth. The 
Passion of John the Baptist reminds us of the courage needed to stand for righteousness, even in the face of persecution.  
 


