
NAHANT NEWS
SPRING 2026 VOLUME 19 ,  ISSUE 2

WETLANDS |  2026  SUMMER CAMPS |  NATURAL RESOURCE NEWS |  TRACKING MIGRATION



Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the Upper Mississippi River. It is comprised of
marshy areas; mesic, wet, and sand prairie; and bottomland forest. 

The 382-acre preserve is owned by the Nahant Marsh Board, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and the City of
Davenport. Conservation and restoration efforts on the preserve are directed by the Nahant Board. The

educational programming is in partnership with Eastern Iowa Community Colleges (EICC).
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I was recently looking through old Nahant newsletter articles and came across an article I
wrote in Spring 2008. The article was titled “Wetlands- What’s in it for Me.” I listed all the
reasons why we need wetlands. I wrote that wetlands clean our water, enhance mental
health, provide recreational value, food, aesthetics, flood control, and are ecologically rich
places.

As we begin to transition to spring, I’m reminded of the importance of Nahant Marsh and
places like it. Just this past week, I’ve heard the rattling call of Sandhill Cranes, the
honking of trumpeter swans, and the croaking of chorus frogs. All signaling the re-
emergence of life in the marsh, and repeating the cycle that their ancestors have for
eons. And just like my article from 18 years ago, they remind me of the immense value of
wetlands. The marshes, floodplain forests, and islands that are interwoven into the fabric
of the Mississippi River and provide the migrating birds, fish, reptiles, insects, and even us
humans with food, shelter, and respite on our journey through the seasons.

Protecting the remaining wetlands and islands along the river has never been more
important. Although I am disappointed to see development beginning on a 10-acre site in
the Milan Bottoms, I still hold out hope that the remainder of the land will be protected
with a conservation easement. This land is directly across the river from 
Nahant Marsh and what happens to these wetlands can have a direct 
impact on both Nahant and the Mississippi River. I was pleased to learn
recently that Towhead Island, a 129-acre gem downstream of Nahant, 
was recently donated to the Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine with the intention of being protected for future generations.

Protecting wetlands, islands, and forests along the river will directly 
benefit both wildlife and us humans. This spring, visit Nahant Marsh, 
or any local wetland, and marvel at the ways we benefit from them.

Making the Case for Wetlands
By Brian Ritter, Executive Director
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Jr. Naturalist Camp
Campers will search for insects, watch birds, discover
plants, and learn about reptiles, and mammals
through games, and activities. For children entering
grades 3 - 6. 
Cost: $165
Dates: July 7 - 9
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm each day
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Summer camps are open for registration!
By Amy Loving, Director of Education

Scholarships are available. 
For more camp information and to register check out nahantmarsh.org/summer-camps. 

Toadstool Camps
Hop on over to Nahant Marsh for a morning of nature
exploring. Campers will meet live creatures and explore
their wondrous world through hands-on activities.
Children should be accompanied by a parent or
caregiver. For children entering PreK - K in the fall of
2026. 
Cost: $25 per camp. 
Time: 9:00-11:00am each day 

June 2: Life of a Turtle
June 16: Marsh Mysteries
June 30: Tracks & Scat
July 14: Where the Wild Lives
August 12: Butterfly Explorers

Critter Camps
Connect your child with nature as they learn about
insects, reptiles, and other critters. Children will be
fully engaged with activities such as live animal
encounters and outdoor exploration. For children
entering grades 1- 2 in the fall of 2026. 
Cost: $55 per camp
Time: 9:00-11:00am each day

June 4: Scientific Sorcery
June 18: Cryptid Creatures
July 2: Ectotherm Encounters
July 16: Artsy Arthropods
July 30: Dig Into Dinosaurs

Multi-Day Camps (Grades 3-9)
Outdoor Survival Camp
Campers will master survival skills like building
shelters, starting fires, reading maps, and practicing
first aid. For children entering grades 3 - 5.
Cost: $166
Dates: June 9 - 11
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm each day

Nature Adventure Camp
Dive into wetlands, woodlands, and prairies as you
explore the beauty of nature with expert naturalists.
For children entering grades 3 - 6.
Cost: $260
Dates: June 22 - 26
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm each day

Outdoor Survival Camp 2.0
In this advanced camp, youth will put their survival
skills to the test and expand their knowledge of the
wilderness. For children entering grades 6 - 9.
Cost: $175
Dates: July 21 - 23
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm each day

Art in Nature Camp
From foraging to crafting with botanicals to nature
journaling and pottery, campers unleash their artistic
spirit surrounded by the wonders of the outdoors. For
children entering grades 4 - 6. 
Cost: $165
Dates: August 4 - 6
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm each day

http://nahantmarsh.org/summer-camps


Natural Resources Updates
By Kinsey Nielsen, Natural Resource Manager

Spring is on its way and we are
wrapping up some of our winter
projects around the marsh.  If you
have visited recently, you might
have noticed a lot of work being
done in our prairies and woodlands
near the education center! 
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03-11-26 
Natural Resources Tech,
Zach, clearing invasive

mulberries around young
oak trees in the

bottomland forest. 

The weather cooperated and we were able to do prescribed burns on 2.65 acres of
prairie on February 4th , 2026. This allowed us to go back through and more easily
remove any trees and unwanted shrubs growing in these areas. The woodland adjacent
to these prairies was overgrown with invasive mulberry trees and many dogwoods, so
natural resources staff have been clearing out these species to allow for more sunlight
to reach some smaller oak trees. 

02-04-26
 Tallgrass prairie burn at

Nahant. 

01-07-26
 Natural Resource

Manager, Kinsey, clearing a
fallen tree from a trail. 

We spread extra 
prairie seed in our burned prairies and plan
to plant a few additional native trees in the
woodlands after the prep work is
complete. A combination of prescribed
fire, invasive species removal, and
overseeding with forbs will help us to
increase biodiversity and have higher
quality habitat in these areas. We are
looking forward to enjoying the spring
wildflowers at Nahant in the coming
months!  

02-04-26 
Nahant staff checking

for hot spots after a burn
was completed. 



A New Way to Track Migration
By Jimmy Wiebler, Naturalist

Have you noticed the massive antenna on top of our operations 
building? That’s not for additional T.V. channels for our director Brian’s 
entertainment. It’s a wildlife tracker — and it’s called Motus.

Latin for “movement,” Motus is an international research community that 
studies the movement behavior and migration patterns of birds, bats, 
and even insects such as dragonflies and monarch butterflies. These 
animals are outfitted with a small backpack transmitter, or “tag,” that transmits 
information to Motus stations across the globe. Currently, there are 2,399 stations deployed in
34 countries. Over 62,733 individual animals, representing 469 species, have been tagged for
research. The system can generally detect tagged animals from a distance of up to roughly 9
miles. If the animal is within range of the antenna, the detection is stored as data and
uploaded to an online platform managed by Birds Canada.

6

In partnership with the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources, Nahant Marsh installed a
Motus Wildlife Tracking Station in April 2025,
so we are coming up on one year since its
installation. Our station is 1 of 42 in Iowa and
fills a gap along the Mississippi River flyway,
with adjacent stations about 50 miles north in
Savanna, Illinois and about 40 miles south at
Odessa Wildlife Unit in Louisa County, Iowa. So
far, we have detected an American White
Pelican that was tagged in August 2024 near
Salt Lake City, Utah. It traveled to Salt Plains
National Wildlife Refuge in Oklahoma, then
moved east to Lincoln, Nebraska; north to
Kohler Eagle Valley; and then south through
Mines of Spain in Dubuque, IA, Nahant Marsh in
Davenport, IA, and was last detected at the
Audubon Center north of St. Louis, Missouri.

This tool — which takes an old-school technology (radio telemetry) and uses it in a new-school
way — is helping us better understand animal movement and behavior, and it will ultimately
help us protect biodiversity. As we move further into March, we are witnessing the migration of
thousands of birds such as Snow Geese, Greater White-fronted Geese, various waterfowl
species, and wetland species such as Wilson’s Snipe as they travel north to their breeding
grounds. We are excited to see what shows up on our Motus station this spring and in the
years to come.

The data collected by our station and others are publicly available online at motus.org. Follow
along with us and check our migratory detections by viewing our station labeled “Nahant
Marsh Education Center,” Project 941.

Motus being installed
on Nahant’s Operations

Building 

American White Pelican



Nature’s Engineers
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By Bri Opyd, Naturalist

Beavers, the largest rodents in North
America, are known for their unique 
ability to modify their habitat. They use 
their powerful teeth, which have a strong,
iron enamel coating, to chew and chop 
down trees. They mostly target trees between 
two and twelve inches in diameter, however, 
in rare cases, they have been able to chop
down trees as wide as sixty inches. They use the wood from these trees, along with rocks, mud,
and other items they find to build dams in natural waterways. This can reduce erosion and form
slow-moving ponds that become a critical habitat for a wide range of aquatic life.

A single beaver can chop down between two and
three-hundred saplings in a single year and a
colony can build a new dam in under twenty-four
hours. At Nahant Marsh, we have an active colony
of beavers that are always working to improve
their habitat. Recently, they have started to
engineer a new lodge in the marsh near the I-280
bridge. 

Next time you visit, make sure to keep a look out
for any signs of beaver activity, like chewed down
saplings, beaver dams, or lodges. And if you’re
lucky, you may even be able to spot a beaver
swimming around happily in the habitat it created.

 North American beaver



Volunteering at the Marsh!
By Liv Humphrey, Volunteer Coordinator

Join the Nahant Marsh team on April 25  for our annual Spring cleanup from 9am -
11am. We will be focusing on cleaning up garbage along Wapello and S. Concord by the
Marsh. Gloves, trash bags, and trash tongs will be provided to volunteers. This is a family
friendly cleanup!
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Volunteers are encouraged to wear 
Long pants and sleeves
Close-toed shoes 
Bug spray 
Sun protection (sunscreen and hat)

Annual Spring Cleanup is Almost Here

Nahant’s Winter Volunteer of the Quarter 
This Winter, we would like to highlight Loui
Jones! Loui has been volunteering with Maddie,
our Animal Caretaker, for a few years now and
has become a vital part of our Animal
Ambassador volunteer care team. His favorite
thing to do at the Marsh is walk the trails and
familiarize himself with the wildlife. 

From the Nahant Marsh Team,

Thank you, Loui
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Photos from the Annual Spring Cleanup from 2025

https://xstreamcleanup.org/event/nahant-marsh-spring-cleanup-april-25-2026
https://xstreamcleanup.org/event/nahant-marsh-spring-cleanup-april-25-2026
https://xstreamcleanup.org/event/nahant-marsh-spring-cleanup-april-25-2026
https://xstreamcleanup.org/event/nahant-marsh-spring-cleanup-april-25-2026


A Successful 2026 Oberholtzer Awards
Saturday, March 7th was a wonderful morning
celebrating conservation and the minds behind the
work at the 7th Annual Oberholtzer Awards.

Congratulations to the 2026 Oberholtzer Award
winners!:
• Past Conservation Leadership: Pete Petersen
• Present Conservation Leadership: Rich Stewart
• Future Conservation Leadership: Charlie Edwards

Nahant Marsh Board of Directors, donors,
volunteers, staff, and community members came
together to help raise over $100,000 for Nahant's
mission and our hearts could not be more full. 

Check out these incredible sponsors who played a huge part to make this event a
success: 

Joyce & Tony Singh Family Foundation, The Pribyl Group at BAIRD, SSAB, wvikNews,
Modern Woodmen of America, IowaPBS, DuTrac Community Credit Union, Vibrant Credit
Union, Waste Commission of Scott County, BPS Electric, Gallagher, Ernest C. Oberholtzer
Foundation, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Living Lands & Waters, Rockingham
Hollow Farm, LLC., Sierra Club - Eagle View Group, & Quad City Audubon Society. 

An additional shoutout to the in-kind donors and companies who made this possible!
Please see our website at for a list of in-kind donors.

From the bottom of our
hearts, thank you so much
for your generous support in
strengthening our mission. 
We hope to see you at the

Marsh soon!

There’s still time to contribute to the success. Contact Victoria at Nahant for more
information or use this link to join the fund-a-cause: Donate Here

Oberholtzer Awards
for the 2026 Winners

Brian Blevins (left) and Kelly McKay
(right) receiving the award on behalf

of Pete Petersen

Joey Deloian (left) presenting the
award for Present Conservation
Leader to Rich Steward (right)
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Current Members
Abel Family
Adamson Family
Alexandra Lloyd
Becky Dexter
Ben Auliff
Bernadene Bowles
Betty Wood
Bohdan Dziadyk
Brendan O'Brien
Broders Family
Brown Family
Bushek Family
Carla Chapman
Carlson Family
Carol Huggins
Cate Kratville-Wrinn
Chris McMillin
Christine Jannes
Clare Bechen
Clark Family
Claudia Scharf
Cleve Family
Colleen Mckeown
Connie King
Cook Family
Craig Family
Croegaert Family
Crosser Family
Culver Family
Cyndi Louden
Cynthia Bottrell
David Schramm
Diane Kinser
Dick Potter
Donald Palm
Doroba Family

Dorothy Family
Druhl Family
DuPree Family
Elizabeth Hodges
Fenner Family
Ferguson Family
Fritz Family
Gail Rinkenberger
Gary Ihlefeld
Groskurth Family
Haas Family
Hailey Eklund
Haley Thess
Hartman Family
Heick Family
Henry Family
Hervey Family
Honts Family
Iglehart Family
Jacob Shoppa
Jay Witmer
Jean Semsch
Jenni Criswell
Jo Ann Whitmore
John Walston
Johnson Family
Jonathan Jeschke
Jordon Jones
Joseph Ambrose
Joseph Fowler
Judy K. Hartley
Julie Young
Karen Weinstein
Kathryn Krings
Kempker Family
Keri Meinert

Kinser Family
Klag Family
Kristen Bergren
Kristin Sparbel
Kroft Family
Kueter Family
Kyle August
Lakin Sheeder
Lambert Family
Lee Family
Lenaghan Family
Leo Moench
Linda Clewell
Lorraine Seibert
MacDonald Family
Madeline Wallace
Marilyn Andress
Marilyn Davis
Mark Marmorine
Matt Beeson
Matulis Family
Maureen Hart
McAndrews Family
Meah Harfst
Misley Family
Moore Family
Moore-Matulis Family
Mosley Family
Motto Family
Nancy Coulter
Nathan Knowles
Nathan Kraus
Newman Family
Niebuhr Family
North Family
Ohnemus Family

Patricia A. Halverson
Patricia Johnson
Perez Family
PJ Slobojan
Quoc Chu
Ralph Baechle
Remona Druhl
Revell Family
Rich Craddick
Robbins Family
Roberta Palm
Ron Lang
Roorda Family
Rowland Family
S.A. Fenwick
Sadd Family
Sarah Thomas
Schiltz Family
Schwartz Family
Shawn Kilty
Slater Family
Sloan Family
Smith Family
Strunk Family
Sue Albrecht
Susan McPeters
Tamra McConoughey
Teri Stickler
Thomas Wachtel
Thomas Woodburn
Thompson Family
Walsh Family
Wille Family
Winter Family
Zinger Family
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Lifetime Members

Corporate Supporters
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Dave Linde
Denise Bulat
Dick Ryan
Ellen Bluth
Frank & Ann McCarthy
Fred & Martha Burnham
James & Cathy Van Fossen
Jane & Les Cox
Janelle Swanberg & Don Fish
John & Amy Telleen
John & Joan Maxwell
John & Liz Arter
Jonathan & Sarah Wilmshurst
Josh & Kate Hoffman
Kathleen Logan
Kathy & Gary Morris
Kathy Wine

Marion Lardner
Mary & Greg Schermer
Michael & Hedy Hustedde
Michael & Julia Angelos
Nancy & John Danico
Nathan & Elizabeth Schramm
Randy & Carol Pribyl
Richard & Judy Kreiter
Rita Rawson
Robert Walsh
Shirley Johnson
Stan Reeg
Thomas Thompson
Thomas Thoms
Tim Murphy
Todd & Amy Kersten
Tony & Joyce Singh

Amy Groskopf &
-Kent Turner
Amy & Kevin Kay
Ann Werner
Anne Colville
Bob Bryant
Bob Thoresen
Brian Ritter
Brian Tugana
Britt Vickstrom
Brock & Carol
Earnhardt
Cal and Jill Werner
Chris and Mary
Rayburn
Curtis Lundy
Darrell & Anne Thode



In Memory of James M. Entwistle:
Amy Groskopf
Carol M. Nelson
Celia Hadden
Christine Wagnon
Curtis Lundy
Deborah Stillwell 

       Judy
George Ohanesian
Henry Manning
Janelle Swanberg 

       & Don Fish
Janet & Robert 

        McCabe
Janet Trissel
Joel Wright
John Bovenmyer
Kevin & Delia Cahill

Anonymous is Memory of Cassidy Piersall
Anonymous in Memory of Lee Nelson
David & Nan Horst in Honor of Tony Singh
David Urush in Honor of The Earth
Doug & Nancy Hultquist in Honor of Alyssa
-Klaur
Drs. Amir & Lisa Arbisser in Honor of Tony
-& Joyce Singh
Emily Winslow in Honor of Tony Knobbe
Herb & Deborah Ritter in Honor of Brian
-Ritter
Jane & Les Cox in Honor of Cha Cha
Jane Cassidy in Memory of Mary & Ralph
-Cassidy 
Julie & Jacob Mensendike in Honor of
-Dennis Tarasi
Kelly Drumm-Janoski & Tom Janoski in
-Honor of Our Grandchildren
Roland Caldwell in Memory of Anne Corbi
Valerie Schramm in Honor of Liz
-Schramm

Recent Tributes
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Lisa Shippey
Michael & Joan 

       McCarthy
Molly & Mike Newell
Mr. H. J. & Mrs. 

       Michele Dane
Randy & Linda 

       Lewis
Richard & Susan 

       Vermeer
Robert Braun
Sid & Cathy 

       Baumgartner
Sonja Dreier-Rekers
The Honorable Tom 

       & Maria Waterman

In Memory of Keith Meyer:
Amy Anderson
Lori Walljasper

Shirley Rozendaal

Donor Updates
Nahant Marsh leadership staff have decided to reevaluate the donor list of the newsletter. We
feel that the newsletter is not the proper place for the donor list whereas the Nahant website
and Nahant Annual Report would be a better fit. In addition, for those printing or receiving the
newsletter by mail, we can all save on paper waste and the cost of printing with reduced pages.
 

With permission, future newsletters will now feature a ‘donor highlights’ and possibly a ‘donor
stories’ section where we feature donors doing incredible things not only to us but to other
organizations they may support as well.
 

We feel this is a better use of that space in the newsletter and we hope you understand and will
continue to support us. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at
victoria@nahantmarsh.org or 563-888-3167. I’m here for you.
 

Grateful for your continued support of Nahant Marsh Education Center!

mailto:victoria@nahantmarsh.org


Granting Organizations
Change Happens Foundation
Hubbell-Waterman Foundation
Inclusive Environmental Movement Fund
Moline Kiwanis Foundation
Moline Regional Community Foundation
Moline Rotary Foundation

Nonprofit Capacity Building Grants
Quad City Plus60 Club
RDA
SCRA
The Bechtel Trusts

Animal Adoptions
Bob | Three-toed Box Turtle
Ambrose and Marlowe Kerr
Barbara Elmore
Robert Thompson & Judith Lee

Buddy | Painted Turtle
Cassie Druhl
Cathy White
The Rakus & Wille Families
Sadie Miller

Captain | Blanding’s Turtle
Mark & Lisa Cleve

Ethel | Red-eared Slider
Cathy White
Mark & Cindy Slater

Leopold | Northern Leopard Frog
Caroline Kimple 

Micheline | Ornate Box Turtle
Liz Schramm in Memory of Shirley     
 Horstmann

Oneida | Ornate Box Turtle
Caroline Kimple
Gregg Charvoz
Live Well Chiropractic & Wellness
-Center

Pancake | Spiny Softshell Turtle
Jackie Jones
Kendall & Susan Schwartz Family
Patti Holmlund
Terry Collins

Pretzel | Corn Snake
Terry Collins
Thomas Thompson

Rizzo | Black Rat Snake

Rocky | Bullsnake
Dave and Laura Schmidt

Squirtle | Ornate Box Turtle
Cathy White
Rescued
Squirtle the Dog

Sunny | Fox Snake
Aryanne (Cha Cha) Encarnacion-Cox
Elysa & Caden Huynh-Smith



EDUCATION CENTER HOURS
Monday–Friday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (November - March) 
There is no fee to visit the Education Center, but donations are always appreciated.

PRESERVE HOURS
Open daily from sunrise to sunset.

If the main gate is locked, trails are accessible from the front parking lot. 
Look for the opening in the fence near the kiosk.

GETTING TO NAHANT MARSH

Nahant Marsh
4220 Wapello Avenue
Davenport, IA 52802

From Davenport, Iowa—Take Highway 22 south (Rockingham Road), turning left on 
Wapello Avenue (the last turn before the I-280 overpass).

From Rock Island, Illinois—Take I-280 into Iowa to the Highway 22/Rockingham Road exit. 
Turn right onto Highway 22, and then right onto Wapello Avenue. Follow Wapello Avenue

toward the river. Nahant Marsh will be on the left just before the railroad crossing.
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	Staff
	Board Members
	Summer camps are open for registration!
	By Amy Loving, Director of Education
	Multi-Day Camps (Grades 3-9)
	Scholarships are available.  For more camp information and to register check out nahantmarsh.org/summer-camps.


	Natural Resources Updates
	By Kinsey Nielsen, Natural Resource Manager
	Spring is on its way and we are wrapping up some of our winter projects around the marsh.  If you have visited recently, you might have noticed a lot of work being done in our prairies and woodlands near the education center!
	The weather cooperated and we were able to do prescribed burns on 2.65 acres of prairie on February 4th , 2026. This allowed us to go back through and more easily remove any trees and unwanted shrubs growing in these areas. The woodland adjacent to these prairies was overgrown with invasive mulberry trees and many dogwoods, so natural resources staff have been clearing out these species to allow for more sunlight to reach some smaller oak trees.
	We spread extra  prairie seed in our burned prairies and plan to plant a few additional native trees in the woodlands after the prep work is complete. A combination of prescribed fire, invasive species removal, and overseeding with forbs will help us to increase biodiversity and have higher quality habitat in these areas. We are looking forward to enjoying the spring wildflowers at Nahant in the coming months!
	Joey Deloian (left) presenting the award for Present Conservation Leader to Rich Steward (right)
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	Corporate Supporters
	Recent Tributes
	Donor Updates
	Granting Organizations
	Animal Adoptions
	Rizzo | Black Rat Snake
	EDUCATION CENTER HOURS Monday–Friday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Saturday: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (November - March)  There is no fee to visit the Education Center, but donations are always appreciated.
	PRESERVE HOURS Open daily from sunrise to sunset. If the main gate is locked, trails are accessible from the front parking lot.  Look for the opening in the fence near the kiosk.

	GETTING TO NAHANT MARSH
	Nahant Marsh 4220 Wapello Avenue Davenport, IA 52802


