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Stewarding our Ship

The three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasure are the principles of Catholic stewardship. “Stewarding our Ship”is a featured
column that will bighlight ways to wisely give of onr time, personal service and/or financial resources in ways that serve
God, our parish and others.

Jesus calls us as disciples — and disciples make conscious efforts to give of our first fruits, not from what’s “left over.” How
can we rearrange or rethink our lives such that we strive to serve God first? Look for future topics that cover bow we can
build our calendars around serving the church using our physical gifts. Today we focus on financial gifis.

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)

Charitable Support For Redeemer Through Online Giving (Digital Or E-Giving)
By Luann Orie

Convenience — Customization — Consistency

These are the benefits to YOU, the GIVER if you use online giving. Redeemer offers a terrific platform called
WeShare, where you can set up your own schedule of giving. By using online giving, you have greater flexibility
and improved record-keeping, and you enhance the security of your charitable giving since your contribution goes

straight into the church’s account, making it safer for volunteers and staff and less risk of theft on the way to the
bank!

For Redeemer, online giving provides a superb foundation of support where contributions are not missed due to a
giver being away (such as for traveling, illness, caretaking, etc.). Just like our paychecks, we need a steady cashflow
to keep our lives manageable. Consistent contributions also improve budget planning for the church.

Our family has been using online giving for around 15 years. I created a chart like the one shown below that

enables us to plan our annual giving based on our current income and to spread our bi-monthly (our choice)

contributions in a balanced manner. The chart includes the special collections and other categories for which
Redeemer collects funds:

To set up WeShare, go to www.churchredeemer.org, then:
o click on “Giving”
e then “Online Giving”
e Choose “Sign In”

o then click on “Create One” where you see the question “Don't have a giving account?”

Another way to accomplish something similar outside of using WeShare is to set up “bill pay” at your bank or
credit union where periodic distributions will be mailed to the church. You set it up with start and stop dates that
suit your needs. You can edit future payments or cancel, if needed. Your checks will be issued at no cost to you —
the bank covers the check and the postage. Review your account to learn more. While this won’t allow
contributions to multiple collections, it will allow you to make consistent offertories without remembering to
have envelopes, checks or cash on hand during the offertory.
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Redeemer: Diocese:
e Offertory e Diocesan Schools
¢ Youth Ministry e Special Collections

e Tarishioners-in-Need o Respect Life Collection (Sunday nearest January 22)

e Building Repair &

o Catholic Relief Services (4th Sunday of Lent)
Maintenance o Diocesan Home Missions (Feast of the Ascension) (May)
* DPoor & Needy o0 Peter’s Pence (Jun)
*  Haiti Scholarship o World Mission Collection [combined, shared equally
e [Easter among World Mission Sunday/Black & Indian
e  Christmas - the Nativity of Missions/Catholic Home Missions Appeal] (Oct)

our Lord o Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services,

USA (every 3 yrs, next one is Nov28)

o Retired Fund for Religious (shared equally between the
Retired Fund for Religious and the Catholic Diocese of
Richmond Priest Pension Plan) (Dec)

*  Catholic Charities (Christmas Day)

The example below is based on an annual income of $50,000 where the household has committed to giving 5%
($2,500) to/through Redeemer:

‘Income: ] 50,000.00 Montly Offertory: 3 2.500.00 5%

Name of Collection Jan-26 Feb-26 Apr-26 May-26 Aug-26 Sep-26
Offertory £100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 5100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00

Oct-26 Nov-26 Dec-26 Totals
£100.00 $100.00 $1,200.00

Youth Ministry € 1500 % 1500 $ 1500 & 1500 § 1500 S 1500 $§ 1500 & 1500 £ 1500 % 1500 € 1500 S 15.00 EEEEEIY
Diocesan Schools £ 1500 % 1500 $ 1500 % 1500 % 1500 £ 1500 £ 1500 & 1500 $§ 1500 % 1500 $ 1500 $ 15.00 QERRENEY
Parishicners-in-Meed % 1500 % 1500 § 1500 § 1500 £ 1500 £ 1500 £ 1500 £ 1500 £ 1500 % 1500 % 1500 % 15.00 180.00
Building Repair & Maintenance £ 1500 $ 1500 § 1500 § 1500 § 1500 S 1500 $ 1500 § 1500 $ 1500 $ 15.00 $ 1500 § 15.00 180.00
Poor & Needy £ 1500 % 1500 € 1500 & 1500 € 1500 S 1500 € 1500 § 1500 $ 1500 % 1500 $ 1500 % 15.00 180.00
Haiti Scholarship (quarterly) € - £ . 42500 & - & - £ 2500 £ 25.00 - $ 25.00 100.00
Easter £ 45.00 ] 45.00
Christmas - the Nativity of our Lord S £ 45,00 45,00
Respect Life Collection [Sunday

nearest January 22) £ 30.00 5 - s - 30.00
Catholic ReliefServices (4th

Sunday of Lent) $ 30.00 = § - 30.00
Diccesan Home Missions [Feast of

the Ascension) (May) £ 30.00 % - 8 - 30.00
Peter's Pence (Jun) £ 30.00 3 - £ - 30.00

‘Waorld Mission Collection

[combined, shared equally amang

‘World Mission Sunday/Black &

Indian Missions/Cathelic Home

Missions Appeal] {Oct) S 3000 & - g
Collection for the Archdiocese for

the Military Services, USA (every 3

yrs, Nov28) $ - & -

Retired Fund for Religious (shared
equally between the Retired Fund
for Religious and the Cathelic
Diocese of Richmond Priest

Pension Plan) (Dec) £ 3000 % - $ 30.00
Catholic Charities (Christmas

Day) $ - § 30.00 BEREEY
Total £205.00 $175.00 $230.00 £220.00 $205.00 $230.00 $175.00 $175.00 S200.00 $205.00 $205.00 S£275.00 RERlidd
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St. Anne
Feast Day - July 26th

Saint Anne is revered in Christian tradition as the mother of Mary and the
grandmother of Jesus Christ. Although she is not mentioned in the Bible, her
story has been preserved through early Christian tradition and has inspired
believers for centuries.

According to tradition, Anne was married to Saint Joachim. They were a
faithful and devout couple who loved God and lived righteous lives.
However, they faced great sadness because they had no children. In their
time, childlessness was often seen as a source of sorrow and
misunderstanding.

Despite this hardship, Anne and Joachim never lost hope. They continued to pray, trust in God, and help those in
need. After many years of prayer, God answered their petitions. An angel appeared and announced that Anne
would bear a daughter who would be blessed among all women. Filled with gratitude and joy, Anne gave birth to
Mary. Recognizing that their child was a special gift from God, Anne and Joachim dedicated Mary to God's
service from an early age.

Anne lovingly raised Mary, teaching her to pray, to trust in God, and to live a life of kindness and obedience.
Through her guidance, Mary grew in wisdom and holiness, preparing her for the unique role she would later have
as the mother of Jesus. Saint Anne is remembered as a woman of deep faith, patience, and perseverance. Her life
demonstrates the power of prayer and the importance of trusting God's plan, even during difficult times. Because
of her loving care for Mary and her example of motherhood, she is honored as the patron saint of mothers,
grandmothers, women expecting children, as well as childless couples hoping to conceive.

Today, Christians throughout the world celebrate Saint Anne's feast day on July 26, together with Saint Joachim.
Her story continues to encourage people to remain faithful, hopeful, and devoted to God, knowing that blessings
often come in ways and times beyond human expectation.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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Redeemer Celebrates Our 2026 High School Graduates

[Our June & July issues will celebrate our High School graduates]

Judith Baker
Mechanicsville High School
Next Step: Randolph Macon

‘What makes me happy? New experiences, whether that be alone or with others!!

Aubrey Beasley

Mechanicsville High School
Next Step: Randolph-Macon

Favorite Bible Verse: Romans 12:2, I love that verse because in a world where we are constantly being told
how to look and how to act that verse feels like God is telling us not to conform to those standards but to
keep learning so we ourselves can discern what his will is and who we are.

10
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Isabella Holmes
Hanover High School
Next Step: Virginia Commonwealth University

Favorite Bible Verse: Romans 8:28, my favorite because God has so many great plans for everyone and you
just have to trust in him that you are where you need to be!

Andrew Richman
Mechanicsville High School
Next Step: Georgetown University

‘What makes me happy?: Playing soccer and spending time with my family and friends.

11
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Francisco Saravia
Hanover High School
Next Step: James Madison University

Favorite Bible Verse: Psalm 23. When I was little, I memorized the whole thing, and it made me feel close to
God and his word.

Nathan Weik

Homeschooled
Next Step: Culinary School
What makes me happy? Playing board games with my friends.

12
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Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

June 2026

From the Desk of Father Jim

By the time you read this edition of GOOD NEWS, the summer
season will be officially with us. After a hard winter and beautiful
spring, what will summer bring us? To sustain the rich agricultural
land throughout Virginia, let's pray for just enough rain and sunny
days to carry us through harvest time. Personally, I would welcome a
slower pace and opportunities to enjoy outdoor activities, catching
up on things, and just more prayer and reflection time. What are your
hopes and plans for this summer?

When so many voices in our social media-frenzied world are shouting at
us and past us, when so many consumerist impulses are pulling us in
many directions, when our careers and so may extra activities are making
demands on our precious time, the "downtime’ we hope for in summer
is a welcome relief. It gives us a wonderful opportunity to find peace
and quiet that is so necessary for prayer.

"Summer should be spent cultivating time with God, relaxing and
caring for others ", Pope Leo XIV said at Mass in a breezy hill town
during his brief summer break. "During the summer, we bave more free time in which to gather our thoughts and reflect,
and also travel and spend time with each other.... Let us make good use of this by leaving behind the whirlwind of
commitments and worries in order to save a_few moments of peace and reflection.”

Summer is a time when we need to re-create the image of God that has been placed in us from our baptism. We need time
and distance on occasion in order to take stock and rededicate ourselves to our life's calling. Do not forget to put
yourselves in God's presence. God is always present to us, but we sometimes forget that God surrounds us at all times in
our lives.

Summertime and its holiday atmosphere many times becomes an opportunity for some to take a vacation from attending
Sunday Mass. It certainly is a bad choice to make, considering all the options available to attend during the summer,
whether we stay in the area or are fortunate enough to vacation away. Above and beyond all else, when it comes to your
Catholic faith, Mass is where it begins and ends. If you don't plan your summer around the greatest prayer of our Church,
you will miss the deepest heavenly bliss these coming months have to offer. In this *Ordinary Time' of the year, we
discover the ‘extraordinary’ ways God continues to surprise us. Have a blessed summer in whatever you do and wherever
you may go!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Redeemer Supports Shalom Farms

The Redeemer Community actively supports Shalom
Farms via financial and volunteer support. Shalom
Farms is a nonprofit working together to build healthy
communities by growing and sharing healthy food.
The food they grow is distributed through their
network of programs and partnerships in communities
where access to healthy food is limited.
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Recently, I celebrated my anniversary of 40 years as a Priest. I want to thank all who
made the occasion so special for myself as well as for my family. I am most grateful for
all you did in so generously showing your appreciation for my ministry at Redeemer.
Most of all, I am so humbled and grateful to God who called me to this wonderful
life, entrusting me to shepherd His people.

Father Jim

Redeemer,

Thank you for your generous gift of $1,324.83 received on 5/4/2026. Your support
arrives at an important moment for our collective work.

This year, we piloted winter growing for the first time, extending our food
distribution to a full twelve months. We also purchased record amounts of produce
and proteins from regional growers, strengthening the local food system while
meeting rising demand across our community. We are ready to continue in 2026.

Thank you for helping keep fresh food moving to neighbors all year long and for

investing in a more connected and equitable food system.
With gratitude,
Nikkia Jobnson

Shalom Farms
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Thank You!!

We would like to thank you for all the things the Redeemer community
did for us through Bob’s illness this past year. He has finished his chemo
treatments, had successful surgery, and is now being monitored to make
sure the cancer does not return. We thank you for the prayers that
supported us through this journey. We thank you for the cards, meals, and
well-wishes. Thanks to Joanne and the PrimeTimers who sent us lunches
via Kathy Massino. Thanks to Regan for bringing us communion each

weekend, and to Chris and Tad Stillwell who brought us our lily at Easter.
And to Erin, the cantors, Leslie Evanko and all who filled in our places in
choir and the sound board when we couldn’t be there. And to the Finance Council members who covered for Jan
when she couldn’t be at the meetings or perform the extra duties required. And the SORAH Committee who
allowed us to attend events on short notice because we didn’t know if Bob could be around crowds that day.
Thanks especially to Fr. Jim for his caring and continuous support. The Redeemer Spirit is contagious and we
can’t wait to “pass it forward.”

Sincerely,
Jan and Bob Moritz

Thank You from the Haiti Ministry

Called to "act justly, love tenderly” (Micah 6:8) we, the Church of the Redeemer, are committed to a partnership
with our sisters and brothers living under difficult circumstances in Lascahobas, Haiti. Our goal is to answer God's
call by building connections that will nourish and sustain both the people of our parish and the families of
AFAL. Each partner can contribute to the other: Redeemer helps meet the basic needs of students and women who
are members of AFAL, who in turn can teach us much about living simply, growing in faith, and what it means to
see Christ in our brothers and sisters in Haiti. Your donations to our Haiti School Sponsorship make education a
reality for the children of Lascahobas. Thank you to everyone who supported our Haiti School Sponsorship drive!





image5.jpg
o3

Good News June 2026
oy Redecmer Remembers — May 1978 v
Goon News
- dlaitts -

"1 am the Vine. You are the
tranches. Joined to Ve, you
will do moch good.”

(John 15:5)

Yow fitting that these words, spoken by Jasus
at the last Supper, should set the thene for
this year's First Eucharist coletration...for
rarsly does one feel more elosely Soined to
God tham at that very Tirst reception of the
Fucharistic feast,

Since last Cctober thess twenty boys and wirls
have been formally preparing for First Euchar-
1st. They have sttended Family Learning Tean
vorkshops with their parents, have been inter-
viewsd by the pastor and each has colabrated
individually at a special Jturgy vith fesdly
and friends.

The Solesn Celebration of First Eucharist for
ALL the ehildren will bte held May 7 at the
10: 30 a.me Miturgy. This is an cpportunity
for the entire parish to formally share with
' these children and their parents the joy of
g the child's provth 4n the Church comsunity.

¥ This liturgy vill be very special to these
o ‘ twerty First Communicants; it should also have
- - — ) special meaning for the ertire parish,
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Environmental Stewardship Update
Reusable Bags

In support of our parish commitment to environmental stewardship, The
Stewardship Committee introduces the new “Take a Bag or Leave a Bag” bin at the
Genesis Hall entrance to the church. We have started the bin with new reusable
shopping bags and invite parishioners to take a bag for use when shopping or to

leave any extra bags you may have at home for others to use.

Reflection of The Word

Speaking and Proclaiming Without Fear
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

"What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what you hear
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not be afraid of those who
kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.”

In today's Gospel, when Jesus says, "What I say to you in the darkness..."

and "what you hear whispered..." refers to God's communication with us in ‘
that secret sanctuary of our conscience. Jesus says that His communication is not given only to us but must be
spoken "in the light" and proclaimed "on the housetops.”. While our faith is personal and intimate, it must also
become communal by sharing it with others through our words and actions

Sharing our faith can be difficult. We might fear offending another who is not living the Gospel. In addressing
this fear, Jesus says, " Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the
one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.”. Fear should never deter us from sharing our faith.

Reflect today on the inner Voice of God, echoing in the depths of your conscience. Do you hear Him and respond
to His Voice? If so, then do not be afraid to share your knowledge of God freely and charitably with
others. Foster, instead a holy fear that drives you to greater fidelity to God and the sharing His love with others.

Lord of perfect justice. You speak to us, day and night, revealing Your love and Truth to our souls in the depths
of our consciences. Please help me to listen and respond to You so that I can also courageously share Your love
with others without fear. JesusI trustin You. Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter




