
 
First Reading   Isaiah 41:13-20  
I am the LORD, your God, who grasp your right hand; It is I who say to you, "Fear not, 
I will help you." Fear not, O worm Jacob, O maggot Israel; I will help you, says the 
LORD; your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. I will make of you a threshing sledge, 
sharp, new, and double-edged, To thresh the mountains and crush them, to make the 
hills like chaff. When you winnow them, the wind shall carry them off and the storm 
shall scatter them. But you shall rejoice in the LORD, and glory in the Holy One of 
Israel.  The afflicted and the needy seek water in vain, their tongues are parched with 
thirst. I, the LORD, will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will 



open up rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the broad valleys; I will turn the 
desert into a marshland, and the dry ground into springs of water. I will plant in the 
desert the cedar, acacia, myrtle, and olive; I will set in the wasteland the cypress, 
together with the plane tree and the pine, That all may see and know, observe and 
understand, That the hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel has 
created it.   

 

 



 

 
 



Reflection 
Song: Canticle of Zechariah 

Now bless the God of Israel who comes in love and power, who raises from the 
royal house deliv’rance in this hour. Through holy prophets God has sworn to 
free us from alarm, to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm. 
Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, that we might serve in 
holiness and peace from year to year. And you, my child, shall go before, to 
preach, to prophesy, that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most 
high.  
In tender mercy, God will send the dayspring from on high, our rising sun, the 
light of life for those who sit and sigh. God comes to guide our way to peace, 
that death shall reign no more. Sing praises to the Holy One, O worship and 
adore. 
Text: Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79, Ruth Dick  1992, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Tune: FOREST GREEN, CMD; English; harm. by Michael Joncas,  1987, GIA Publications 

Permission to stream music in this service obtained from One License with license A-701559. 

Intercessions:-- Response: Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Sign of Peace 

 


