[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
image7.jpg
Good News September 2025

e

Redeemer Remembers September 1997

e

WELCOME

Please welcome the newest members of Church of the
Redeemer :

William and Eloise Barton
John and Ann Colligan and children
Robert and Elaine Doutney
Carol and Robert Maldoven
Steven and Camille Henderson and children
Mark and Mary Kunkowski and children
Mark and Judy Stevens and children

The Landers Family

One night a woman dreamed that she walked into a
brand new shop. Much to her surprise, she found
God working behind the counter. She asked God,
"What do you sell here?"

"Everything your heart desires," God replied.

It was incredible. She was talking face to face
with God. God had just told her she could have
anything she desired.

"I want peace of mind and love and happiness
and wisdom and freedom from fear," she told God.
Then almost as an afterthought she added, "Not just
for me, but for everyone on Earth."

God smiled. "I think you've got me wrong, my
dear. We don't sell fruits here. Only seeds."

Knights of Columbus Hold PGK Dinner

The Albert E. Chipman Council #11042 of the Knights of
Columbus held their annual Past Grand Knight (PGK) Dinner
at Church of the Redeemer on August 17, 1997. The Honoree
for this year's dinner was Immediate Past Grand Knight, Joe
Suarez Jr.

Attending the dinner representing the State Council were
State Deputy Paul D. Piche from Virginia Beach, State
Warden Bill DeBerry from Roanoke & Past State Deputy Bill
Milvihill from Richmond. Also attending were Past Faithful
Navigator Jim Cashonand Faithful Navigator Ed Gillikin, Sr.
along with over 10 Past Grand Knights from the Greater
Richmond Area.

Grand Knight Stephen W. Gerloff presented new Council
Chaplain & Pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, Fr. Jim
Begley, with his own council T-shirt and name badge.

Awards were given to the following youth for excellence in
education: Katie Baird, Allison Roberts and Adam & Jason
Waerzyniak, and to Meg Worland for excellence in physical
fitness.

The Award for Youth of the Year was given, for the second
year in a row to Christy Hall. She also received the $150.00
Larry Thomas Youth Award. Christy is a June graduate from
Atlee High School and will attend The College of William &
Mary this fall. The council had entered her in the State
Youth of the Year contest where she finished as a finalist.

Michael and JoAnn Bonelli along with their children Christo-
pher and Marie were honored as the Family of the Year. The
Bonelli's also were State Finalists.

David Dehetre received the award for Knight of the Year.
Mr. Dehetre was also a finalist in the State contest.

Phin & Helen Wood (non-Knights) received a certificate for
the help they gave to Grand Knight Joe Suarez, Sr. during the
last year.

Mr. Suarez received a plaque and a Past Grand Knight pin.
He also received a little roasting from State Deputy Paul D.
Piche.

During the past year the council earned many awards
including the Start Council (National Award), State Deputy
Award (State Award), and the Circle of Honor (state award)
and finished second out of 108 councils in the state.
- -- Joe Suarez, Sr., PGK
Historian
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Food, Family Fun, and Great Music!
Join us for Oktoberfest: Music After Mass on October 4

1976 - 2026

The 50* Anniversary Committee has planned a wonderful fall event for the entire family!

With an Oktoberfest theme, we’ll gather after the Saturday 5:30 mass on
October 4 for delicious food and drink, entertainment from parishioners
Raine and Sam Sitter Simply Us acoustic band, and plenty of fun for the
kids.

The menu will make your mouth water: Brats and hot dogs, red cabbage,
sauerkraut, potato salad, chips, and dessert. Apple cider, iced tea, and
water are included. Adult beverages, including German wines and beers,
will be available for sale.

Tickets will be on sale after all masses the weekends of September 13-14
and 20-21. Adult tickets are $15, children 12 and under just $5. A family
discount is also available: $35 for a family of up to five people.

Simply Us - Parishioners Sam and Raine Sitter

2026 50th Anniversary Homecoming Events

January 10-11  Volunteer event — all ages can participate!

February 14 Redeemer Royale, 6:00-10:00 p.m., adults only

March 14 Talent Show after 5:30 p.m. mass — youth, teens, adults welcome
April 18 Make a Difference Day: Parishioners Helping Parishioners — all ages
May 15-17 Our Grand Celebration Weekend: Friday, adults-only dinner

Sunday @ 10:00 — mass with Bishop Knestout, parish picnic

For more information, go to churchredeemer.org/SOP-anniversary or scan the QR code.
g £ ry
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United in our Fight Against Hunger

As part of our 50th anniversary charitable activities, more than 200 parishioners gathered on a warm August
Saturday morning to pack 25,000 meals!

The RISE Against Hunger Event was organized by Redeemer Anniversary Homecoming Committee youth
member Aubrey Beasley and her mother, Paulette, with assistance from other youth and committee members.

Parishioners from three to 83 years old joined together to form three production lines: measuring, weighing, sealing,
and packing. We were able to produce and pack the 25,000 meals in just two hours! RISE ships the meals around the
world. Their focus in 2025 is on feeding the hungry in Kenya and the Philippines.

All agreed it was a tremendous event and one that we hope Redeemer will participate in again. Two additional
opportunities for charitable outreach work are ahead on the 50th anniversary calendar: January 10-11, after all masses,
and April 11, when we have a “Make a Difference Day” to assist fellow parishioners in need. Watch the Good News

and bulletin announcements for more details.
Thanks to Brian Capaldo and Richard Godlewski for capturing the day with their photos!

Paula Otto - Roving Reporter
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Celebrating Deacon Chris Colville

Deacon Chris Colville will be celebrated for his many years of service and
pastoral care to the Redeemer community as he prepares to retire from the
Diaconate.

Chris and his wife Terry joined Redeemer over 25 years ago and have been a
constant presence around the parish ever since. While working full-time as an
educator in the Virginia Prison Education Program, Chris added diaconate
candidate to his plate.

On February 227, 2003, Chris was ordained as a Deacon.

When I ask Chris what he enjoys most about being a Deacon, he identifies the aspect of being a part of the faith
journeys of so many families at Redeemer. “There are individuals here that I have baptized, confirmed and been at
their wedding. It draws you in and brings a closeness that you share with people around here.”

As for what the near future holds, Chris mentions travelling around the United States and Canada as next on the
itinerary.

Despite being “retired” Chris will continue to be involved in his multitude of roles around the parish (e.g. counseling
young couples on marriage preparation, Chaplain for the Catholic Daughters, Knights of Columbus, Haiti
Committee, celebrating mass on the weekend). He will also continue to spread his knowledge through his column in
the Catholic Virginian.

Please join us for receptions after all masses on the weekend of Sept. 27/28 as we celebrate Chris.

10
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A Year with the Catechism

In the 1980s, I grew up as a devout Protestant Christian and
remember fondly reading Bible story books and my crisp white
Bible with my name in gold leaf on the cover. I was well-versed
in the Gospels and writings of Peter and Paul. I learned to love
God's Word because I believed it was inspired by Him. I was
baptized by full immersion in the “big bathtub” at the front of
my church and served my church in many ways.

Fast-forward to 2003, I was confirmed into the Catholic Church here at the Church of the Redeemer. I married a
cradle Catholic, Chip, and after our first child, I went through RCIA and made the decision to be confirmed into the
Catholic Church.

If you had told “1980s me” that I'd be over halfway through reading, studying (and enjoying!) the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, I may not have believed you! However, I've been making my way through a program called
“Catechism in a Year” presented by Father Mike Schmitz, and, wow, have I been missing out on some profound tenets
of our Christian faith!

The Catechism And The Bible

Although I was introduced to the Catechism during RCIA, I have only used it as a reference through the years. As
I’ve grown in my Catholic faith; however, I've been more drawn to appreciate the importance of our Catholic
traditions, including the writings of the saints, which are heavily quoted throughout the Catechism. In my continued
study, I've learned that while the Bible is the inspired Word of God, it was the Catholic Church—guided by the Holy
Spirit—that discerned, preserved, and canonized the very Scriptures we hold sacred today. To truly understand the
fullness of Christian faith, you should study not only the Bible but also the rich traditions and teachings of the
Church that gave it to us. I think that’s why working my way through the “Catechism in a Year” (CIY for short) has
been such a gift.

Take The Catechism In A Year Challenge!

I'isten to CYI in the Hallow app, which you can get on your iPhone or Android phone, but you can also find
Catechism in a Year on Spotify, Apple Podcast, and YouTube. Each episode is about 15-20 minutes long where
you hear Father Mike read a few paragraphs of the Catechism, pray for discernment and provide pastoral insights on
the readings. You can listen along on your commute to work or school or follow along with a Catechism, so you can
make notes and highlight key passages - whatever fits your learning and listening style. You can start CIY anytime of
the year, so why not find it now and start listening, learning and enriching your Catholic faith!

Kellie Free - Good News Reporter
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

September 2025

From the Desk of Father Jim

Welcome September!

While the month of May takes first place in regard to honoring the role
of our Blessed Mother Mary, September is also a significant Marian
month. During the ninth month, summer gives way to autumn, the
harvest is gathered, the light changes, and nature beckons us from the
busyness of our lives to greater opportunities for contemplation and
reflection. In September, three great Marian feasts are celebrated.

On September 8™ we celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
On September 12 we celebrate the Most Holy Name of Mary.

On September 15* we celebrate Our Lady of Sorrows. All three of these
feasts have their own singular history, traditions, and devotions.

The Nativity of Mary presents her as the purest dawn of the
Redemption. Her birth is seen as the hope and daybreak of salvation for
all humanity. Celebrate the nativity of Mary by thanking God for the
gift of Mary, the first disciple who said “YES” to the incarnation. By

celebrating Mary’s Name, the Church highlights the personal and communal reliance on Mary’s intercession. Invoke
her name in daily prayers, trusting that her name opens the gates of mercy. The ‘Sorrows’ feast moves the Marian
season from the joy of birth to the depth of suffering, inviting the faithful to unite their own trials with the trials of
Mary’s own life. Meditate on Mary’s sorrows, especially during moments of personal loss, asking Mary to intercede for
strength.

Together, these celebrations of Our Blessed Mother offer special graces to assist us on our journey towards eternity.
By aligning popular Marian devotions with the Liturgy, we honor the “blessed among women” and allow her example
to shape our journey toward Christ. I invite you to join in the many Marian feasts throughout the year, remembering
that the Church has always held devotion to Mary in high esteem.

O Mary, Mother of the Church, who was born in the humble town of Bethlehem and who, through your
fiat, brought forth the light of the world, teach us to receive each day of September as a “dawn of
salvation.” May we, following your example, walk in obedience, pray with perseverance, and serve with
love, that all may come to know the God who is with us!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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50 Years Together — Denis and Celie Thomas

Dennis and Celie Thomas celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on Paradise
Island where they honeymooned in July of
1975. They report that the island is no
longer a quiet little refuge with only one or
two hotels, and some of the formerly
abundant tropical foliage has been
replaced with expected development. But
everything is still incredibly beautiful and
peaceful, enhanced by the joyful spirit of
the Bahamian people. Sacred Heart
Catholic Church on Nassau is well-worth
the slow, sacred celebration of high,
traditional Mass.

Thanks for sharing your Anniversary
news, Dennis and Celie!

A Note of Thanks

On August 23", the parish came together to do the Rise Above Hunger event. Being
the grandma thatI am, I took my 3 granddaughters, ages 10, 8, and 4! Am I crazy? Oh
definitely! But at the same time trying to teach my granddaughters what a church
community is / does / and that they too can be — and are - a part of it.

At this event, there were 2 angels that helped my 10-year-old (Ainsley) and 8-year-old

(Savannah) granddaughters with their piece of the packaging process. The two ladies never left their sides and
graciously took over their task when they got tired and needed a break. I truly could not have done this without
them. The girls’ parents could not attend, and yet, I didn’t want them to miss out. I went on a wing-and-a-prayer that
it would all work out, and indeed it did. The 4-year-old (Charlotte) even stuck with her task longer than I expected,
and a family standing behind us (Jana Smith & Family) stepped up and took over her job when she tired.

I know this may not seem like much to some, but to me it meant a LOT. I didn’t get any names, so my hope is that
these angels read this and know how much I TRULY appreciated the help!

Sincerely,

Shirley Husz
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Cheers to 101 Years!

Parishioner Joseph Murphy turns 101 on September 26. Mr. Murphy and his late wife, Helen, joined the parish in
1999,

A World War II army veteran, Murphy was born in Pittston, Pennsylvania. After moving to Virginia, he worked for
DuPont, where he met his future wife. They were married in 1950.

Now living at Sancerre Atlee Station, Murphy enjoys visits from his granddaughter Mary and her family, including
great great grandson Maximo. He also enjoys keeping up with current events, doing puzzles, and participating in the
Rosary led by the Catholic Daughters — Court Redeemer’s Angels.

Murphy also stays connected to Redeemer through weekly visits and receiving holy communion from Paula Otto and
Monica Radakovich, who are members of the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion for our Homebound
ministry. Murphy is an excellent singer and had a wonderful personal concert by the Redeemer Choir last year when
he celebrated his 100™ birthday.

Murphy’s secret to such a long and fulfilling life? “I'm pretty easy going and try to get along with everyone,” he says.
“I don’t need much and enjoy the simple pleasures of life.”

Happy Birthday Joseph Murphy!
We wish you many blessings in the year abead!
If you'd like to send Mr. Murphy a birthday card, bis address is Sancerre Atlee
Station, Room 105, 9495 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23116

i 4

Paula Otto — Roving Reporter





image4.jpg
‘I‘ Good News September 2025 ’I‘

Gospel Reflection
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. "For the children of this world are more
prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light." Luke 16:8

These lines bring to reason the Parable of the Dishonest Steward.

At that time, there was a Palestinian custom in which agents acted on
behalf of a wealthier master's money, making loans and obtaining them
back with interest, like our modern banking system. The problem
presented in this parable was that the steward was dishonest, skimming
some of the profits for himself. So, the master told the steward to get his
financial affairs in order because he was going to fire him.

The shrewd steward, acting on the authority he still had for the moment,
then went forth and reduced the debt of each of his master's debtors so as
to win favor with each of them, so that he could do business with them
after his master fired him.

Jesus tells this parable to illustrate the fact that many people who are
motivated by selfishness and worldly goals use the natural gift of prudence

with much more zeal than many of the "children of light.”

Reflect, today, upon what you spend the most time and energy doing. Pray for the gift of "prudence” and ask our
Lord to more directly order your life so that everything you do is for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.

Lord, please belp me to know how to order by days so that everything I do gives you glory and works toward the salvation of
souls, beginning with my own. Jesus, I trust in You.

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter

Good News Resources

There are many ways to find out what’s happening at Redeemer. Search our website or Facebook page. Sign up at

flocknote.com and choose which publications you would like automatically sent to you. We encourage you to

share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Saint Joseph Cupertino

Feast Day-September 18th

Saint Joseph of Cupertino is remembered as a man who,
though weak and simple in the eyes of the world, became a
great witness to God’s power through humility, obedience,
and mystical union with Him. He is known especially for
his mystical levitations and simplicity of life. He was born in
1603 in Cupertino, a small town in southern Italy. His
family was very poor, his father died before he was born
leaving his mother to raise him in hardship. From a young
age, Joseph was considered slow, absent-minded, and
clumsy. He suffered from illnesses and was often
misunderstood, even by his family. Many thought he was

useless, but he had a deep love for God and prayer.

Initially, Joseph tried to join the Capuchin friars, but he was dismissed after a short time because of his inability to
perform tasks properly. Eventually, through persistence and God’s providence, he was accepted as a servantin a
Franciscan convent. His humility, obedience, and prayerful spirit impressed his superiors, and he was later admitted as
anovice. Despite difficulties in study, he was miraculously able to pass his examinations for the priesthood—
sometimes answering only the one question he had prepared for, which was seen as divine intervention. After
ordination, Joseph became known for extraordinary mystical experiences. During prayer or Mass, he would sometimes
be lifted into the air in ecstasy, unable to control it. This astonished many but also caused concern, as crowds gathered
wherever he went. He would become so absorbed in God that he lost awareness of the world around him. Even loud
noises or physical prodding could not break his rapture. These phenomena brought him both veneration and trials.
The Church, cautious about miracles, subjected him to investigations. To avoid public spectacle, he was often moved
from one friary to another, living a hidden and humble life. Joseph endured suspicion, misunderstanding, and
restrictions from Church authorities, but he always responded with obedience and patience. Despite his mystical gifts,
he considered himself the least of all and preferred menial tasks. His simplicity and humility became a powerful
witness of holiness. Joseph spent the last years of his life in quiet isolation, continuing to experience mystical raptures.
He died peacefully on September 18, 1663 in Osimo, Italy, at the age of 60. Joseph was beatified in 1753 by Pope
Benedict XIV and canonized in 1767 by Pope Clement XIII.

St Joseph Cupertino is the patron saint of aviators and pilots because of his levitations and “flights.” He is also
recognized as the patron saint of students and exam takers due to his miraculous passing of difficult tests.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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Living The Word

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” — 1 Timothy 6:18
7 otpemn

Terry and Randy Ferrance recently joined Extra Mile
Pediatrics for a medical mission to Guatemala. They
spent two days serving two different communities near
Monterrico, on the Guatemalan coast, and then three
days serving three communities near Antigua.

Extra Mile Pediatrics returns to the same areas of
Guatemala every six months, in January and July, and
then to areas of El Salvador in April and October. In
addition to providing sick visits, they also offer anti-
parasite treatment and well-childcare, along with some
dental and vision services, to the children in the
communities they visit. They also provide sanitary
products to teenage girls, which are sewn here in the
United States and in El Salvador, until they can help to

train local groups in Guatemala to make them.

Their daughter, Jacki Ferrance Lineberry, was the medical director on the mission trip. This was her fourth such trip
with Extra Mile.

Additional information on Extra Mile Pediatrics missions can be found at www.extramilepediatrics.com.

Jobn Swierczewski,
Good News Committee Chair





