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Stewarding our Ship

The three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasure are the principles of Catholic stewardship. “Stewarding our Ship” is a
featured column that will highlight ways to wisely give of our time, personal service and/or financial resources in ways
that serve God, our parish and others.

Good stewards share generously of our talent, time and treasure. Through our actions, we develop a discipleship way
oflife, because there is a spirituality of stewardship whereby we make God’s love visible. This month, we introduce the
concept of the Four Pillars of Stewardship.

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)

MOVE OVER THREE TS — NOW IT’S ABOUT THE FOUR PS (BY LUANN ORIE)

The USCCB’s pastoral letter Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response (1992) defines Christian stewardship as the “grateful,
responsible, just, and fruitful use of God’s gifts, rooted in discipleship and the call to be ‘God’s co-workers’ in
creation.” It also states, “Stewardship is the Response of the Disciple to God’s unconditional love for us.” Does that
tug at your heart?

As each one bas received a gzﬁ, use 1t to serve one another as good stewards quod svaried grace. -
Peter 4:10

The concept of the Four Pillars, also known as the “Four Ps” is a framework introduced by Msgr. Thomas McGread
(1968) as a practical, spiritual guide for parish life. The Four Pillars are:

Hospitality ¢ Prayer ¢ Formation ¥ Service

o Hospitality - The root of the word hospitality derives from the Latin hospes, which means “host,” “guest,” or
“stranger.” This pillar emphasizes creating a sense of community by being generous, kind, and accommodating to

others. It represents a commitment to others to provide for their needs as much as possible.

e Prayer — As the foundation of Christian life, prayer offers us limitless opportunities to have heart-to-hearts with
God through a balance of personal, communal (Mass, liturgy), and family prayer. The key word is balance — God
wants us in relation with him and not perpetually distracted by works of service that may monopolize our

attention and make us feel virtuous, but don’t deepen our relationship with Him.

o Formation — We are called to be in continuous conversion — always growing spiritually, deepening our knowledge
of the faith to draw closer to God.

e Service — Do you know the song that includes the lyric, “And they’ll know we are Christians by our love...” Our
acts of service are all about love in action — God is Love. It engages us in the works of our parish, diocese, the

Universal Church, and beyond.
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This 1s bow all will know that you are my disciples, if you bave love for one another. - Jobn 13:35

Self-examination is a subset of the pillar of Formation. Ask yourself one or more of the following questions for each

pillar and devote yourself to taking an action in at least one of the Four Ps:

Hospitality

In what ways do I “welcome Christ” in the person of another parishioner (Mt 25:35)?
‘What actions could I take to strengthen my sense of belonging and ownership in the parish?

Prayer

Am I open to discerning my talents and gifts through prayer?
‘What prayer ministries or spiritual disciplines could I help expand to deepen my own and
others’ faith life?

Formation

Do I remain aware of opportunities for formation offered by Redeemer and regularly pledge
to participate in them?

If you are a parent of children: Do I demonstrate my commitment to ongoing formation to

my children and ensure that they participate in faith-building activities outside of Mass and

religious education?

Service

What new service opportunities could T help create to meet parish and community needs?
How do I encourage others to see service as a response to God’s love, not just a duty?

(&

do not go to
Holy Communion

because we are good,
we go to become good.

St. John Bosco

Feast: lJanuary 31
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Mary Prayer Garden

One of the best kept secrets at Redeemer.
The Mary Prayer Garden. On a path in back
of the church from the right is place to pray
in a peaceful and beautiful setting. Follow
the path to prayers and a garden well cared
for by Sharon Seifert.

Thank you Sharon for this beautiful garden.
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Reflection of The Word

The Eternal Law of Love

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

When the Pharisees beard that Jesus bad silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, a scholar of law tested bim by asking, “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?”

The Law of Moses, found in the Torah - the first five books of our Old Testament — is traditionally said to contain
613 commandments: 248 positive (“dos”) and 365 negative (“don’ts”). Among these laws, there was a longstanding
debate among the rabbis about which commandment was the greatest. Therefore, though the Pharisee who posed this
question to Jesus was testing Him, it was also likely a sincere inquiry.

Jesus certainly perceived the testing nature of the question, but He also recognized the genuine desire for truth. In
response, He gently and directly offered a comprehensive answer, presenting a twofold summary that encompasses the
entire Law and the prophets: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind” and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Reflect today on the inseparable bond between love of God and love of neighbor, and the eternal nature of these
commandments. Does your life bear witness to these two great commands? Does your daily prayer arise from and
lead to this twofold love? Hallow God’s name not only with your lips, but also with your heart, soul, and mind.
Allow that love to overflow to all people—especially those hardest to love—so that you show them the dignity and
charity due to your neighbor, in anticipation of expressing that love forever in Heaven.

Lord of Heaven and earth, I thank you for Your holy commandments. I pray that I may live each one with full fidelity.
Help me to hallow Your name in all things, to seck Your Kingdom above all, and to love all people with the love You have
for them. May I see these commands, not as a burden, but the joy and direction of my life. Jesus, I trust in You.

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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Haiti Yard Sale Memories
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COMING SOON
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REDEEMER _

MARCH 13, 2027

25,000 MEALS PACKED
— FOR THE UNDERFED —
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From the Desk of Father Jim

As October brings the colors of autumn and the fields yield their
harvest, we are reminded that every good gift begins with God.
Farmers prepare the soil, plant and tend the seed, but growth
depends on gifts beyond anyone's control: rain, sunshine, and the
mystery of life itself. Harvest invites us to give thanks to the Lord,
the source of all life.

This is also a good time to give thanks for the many blessings in
our parish community. We are grateful for our volunteers:
catechists, committee members, ministers in our liturgies of
music, proclamation of God's Word, of the Eucharist, and other
liturgical ministries of service. I am grateful to all who give their
time and talents to support our parish life. I give thanks, too, for
everyone who helps make our parish a welcoming home -
greeting newcomers, encouraging one another, and helping

people feel they belong.

Gratitude is more than a feeling; it is a way of seeing. When we
notice the gifts we might otherwise take for granted — the care of
friends, the service of parishioners, and the strength to meet each
day — we recognize God's goodness among us. The harvest also
calls us to share. May the gifts we have received bear fruit in

generosity, in the care we offer one another, and in our service to
neighbors in need.

As we enter this autumn season, let us thank God for the life of our parish and for all who help it flourish. May our gratitude inspire
us to keep building a community where every person is welcomed, valued, and invited to grow in faith. In every harvest — large or
small- may we remember to say with grateful hearts: "The Lord has done, and continues to do, great things for us."

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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AttheInn

8275 Meadowbndge Road  Mechanicsville, VA 23116
NoRoom@churchredeamer.org

No Roomm

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

Be a Part of No Room at the Inn!

Join your fellow parishioners as we celebrate the 19* Annual No Room at the Inn Gala and Nativity Display
scheduled for Friday, December 4* — Sunday, December 6*.

Proceeds from this year’s No Room at the Inn will build two houses in Haiti and support Mechanicsville Churches

Emergency Functions (MCEF), which provides emergency rent to prevent eviction in Hanover, and Moments of

Hope Outreach, which provides emergency shelter and a food pantry, serving Hanover, Henrico, and north
Richmond.

How you can be a part of this important work:

Tickets

Display your Nativity! Loan your special nativity or nativities to be a part of the amazing display of
nativities from around the world. Share the story of your nativity and what it means to you and your family.
Our goal is to have 200 new or not recently displayed nativities. For new Nativities, please complete the
registration form on the No Room website https://www.churchredeemer.org/no-room or this Google
registration form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1iYJioFvZos7mPEarf6g T-mezeOshluPB2Ril-kulCQO
Exhibitor forms need to be submitted by Sunday,
November 22, 2026.

Donate gift cards, tickets to a cultural or sporting event,

airline/hotel miles or points, or other items for the
auction.

Purchase a chance for our Diamond in the Box ($25) or
Nativity Raffle ($1, 6 for $5)

Come to the Gala! This adults-only event is Friday,

December 4, from 7:00-10:00 p.m. and includes delicious

food and drink, silent and live auctions, and a first look at

the nativities display. Tickets are $35 in advance and $40 at the door.

Visit the nativities! The display is open Saturday, December 5, from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday,
December 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tickets for Saturday and Sunday are $5 for adults and $1 for 18 and
younger. Bring your children and grandchildren to participate in the nativity hunt and enjoy the family room,

where there are many nativity-themed activities.

for the December 4 Gala and Auction, Diamond in a Box, and Raffle will be available after all masses on

November 14-15 and November 21-22.

Have questions? Ready to donate? Contact Diane Atkins at datkins@churchredeemer.org.
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Saint of the Month

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
Feast Day-October 16*

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque was born in 1647, the only
daughter of Claude and Philibert Alacoque, and had six brothers. A quiet, thoughtful child, she often accompanied
her mother to church and sat silently before the Blessed Sacrament, wondering what Jesus looked like behind the
tabernacle door.

When Margaret Mary was only eight, her father died suddenly. To help her recover from the loss, her mother sent
her to the Poor Clares in Charolles. The nuns admired her cheerful nature and seriousness and allowed her to receive
First Communion at nine, a profound moment of grace. At eleven, rheumatic fever forced her home, where she
remained weak for four years. An uncle withheld her father’s assets, leaving the family in poverty and under the harsh
rule of relatives. Amid ridicule, threats, and household turmoil, Margaret Mary became anxious and withdrawn. She
found peace praying in the garden and confiding her sorrows to the Blessed Virgin.

After the family regained its home, Margaret Mary wanted to become a Visitation nun. Her mother encouraged her
to attend social events and consider marriage. Returning from a ball one night, she saw Jesus scourged and bloody,
gently reminding her of her promise to His mother. Still anxious and indecisive, she finally entered the Visitation
convent at twenty-four.

Her early trauma made her hesitant, forgetful, and nervous in her duties, causing some sisters to doubt her readiness
for vows. Yet the other novices found her kind, gentle, honest, and patient. She was professed on November 6, 1672.
To this timid, anxious soul, Jesus entrusted a message of love for humanity. In visions, He taught her devotion to His
Sacred Heart and asked her to spend Thursday evenings before the Eucharist meditating on His love and suffering.
The Church later adopted this devotion, dedicating Thursdays especially to the Holy Eucharist. As her visions
continued, Margaret Mary feared deception, disbelief, and ridicule. Some sisters and theologians did doubt her, which
deepened her anxiety. On the feast of St John in 1673, Jesus appeared, drew her to His heart, and assured her of His
love. He wanted humanity to know His grace and had chosen her to share it.

Soon St Claude de Colombiere, confessor to the Visitation sisters, became her guide. He believed her visions and
supported her with gentleness and wisdom. Trusting the Sacred Heart gave her strength despite her lasting anxiety.
With St Claude’s help, devotion to the Sacred Heart entered the Church’s prayers, inviting all to entrust their needs to
Jesus. Margaret Mary later became novice mistress, treating even the slowest and most awkward sisters with patience
and teaching the prayers she had received in her visions.

St Margaret Mary died at Paray-le-Monial, France, on October 17, 1690. Pope Benedict XV canonized her on May
13, 1920. She is the patron saint of devotees of the Sacred Heart and those who lost a parent when young.

Gert Jones — Good News Reporter
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Finance Council News

In August 2025, the Diocese revised the Called to Stewardship document to include new term limits for Parish Finance
Council members. Members are appointed by the pastor for an initial three-year term, with the option of serving
two additional three-year terms.

To comply with these new term limits, Redeemer has made several changes to the Finance Council, effective July 1,
2026.

For Fiscal Year 2026—2027, the Finance Council has increased
from seven to nine members. Tom Grasberger and Bob Davis
have agreed to serve one additional year to assist with the
transition.

Sharon Phillips has completed her service on the Finance
Council but will continue to serve on the Building Committee.
We sincerely thank Sharon for her many years of service to
Redeemer, both as Parish Administrator and as a member of the
Finance Council.

Jan Moritz and Chris Fallon will complete their current terms on
June 30, 2027. Teresa Kulinowski and Don Piacentini are serving
terms that will end on June 30, 2028.

Three new members have joined the Finance Council with terms ending June 30, 2029, with the option of serving
two additional terms:

e Pete Booker
e Scot Henry
e Steven Mohn
Looking Ahead to FY 2027-2028!

At the end of Fiscal Year 20262027, Tom Grasberger, Bob Davis, Jan Moritz, and Chris Fallon will complete their
service on the Finance Council. Redeemer will therefore need four new members beginning July 1, 2027.

If you meet the qualifications and are interested in serving, please consider applying for a position. Several
informational meetings will be held during the first few months of 2027 for those interested in learning more about
serving on the Finance Council.

Quualifications for Finance Council Members
According to the revised Called to Stewardship document:

“Members of the Parish Finance Council should be chosen based on demonstrable skills or expertise in financial
matters, economics, general business management, communications, banking, law, insurance, accounting and
financial investments. Additionally, people with professional knowledge in engineering, construction, maintenance,
and purchasing could also make a significant contribution. Expertise can vary widely and include a business
executive, accountant, lawyer, and small business owner.

In addition, members are to have prudence, uprightness, and knowledge of the Catholic faith that will enable them
to put into practice the message of the Gospel. Moreover, all members of the Parish Finance Council should take
care to be objective and not to represent themselves in any deliberations. Submitted By Jan Moritz, Chairperson
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Faithina
Changing Age

A new series for reflection, conversation, and spiritual
grounding in a rapidly changing world.

How do we live faithfully when the world around us seems to change by the
day? Join us for Faith in a Changing Age, a new series that will explore how
our Catholic faith can guide, steady, and inspire us amid shifting
technology, culture, relationships, and daily life. Below is the schedule for
the 2026 Fall/Winter Sessions. (2027 Winter/Spring coming soon!)

All Sessions being held in Genesis B from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.

Fall and Early Winter Sessions

N

October "Faith and Technology: Challenges Fr. Jim <
8 and Opportunies” Cowles o

| 3

October = 2 Deacon =
21 Hope Beyond Technology Ron Reger o
"AS fH A Time f §

November easc:,n i Dr.Marti  ~
Listening” An Advent Evening of o

18 8 Jewels =
Reflection P

g.

December “Mary, Mother of God and Messenger l:;::: 4
9 of Hope to Every Generation PP é-

Watch for more information in upcoming Bulletins and for daytime sessions,





