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Good News October 2025

OI* Redeemer Remembers January 1983 *P

KATHY'S KORNER

One of the warmest, richest experiences I have had at Redeemer came
when I most needed it. Our Mass and luncheon held in honor of Redeem-
er's older adults was a roaring success, if caring and being cared for
are the units of measure. '

Social Ministries prepared the kind of feast that is fast becoming

a trademark: We had Melba Freed, a speaker from the Bank of Virginia
on the Vial of Life Program. We had Pat McKeever as M.C. and Bill
Condon on the joys of being the youngest senior citizen in the parish!
We plan to do it again on Ash Wednesday, so send (or bring) your over-
55 relatives and neighbors. ;

January 13 marks the organizational meeting
of a group of parents of children with
special concerns. If you are a parent who
experiences pain, anger, frustration, guilt,
confusion or just exhaustion about a child
with special needs, meet with us on the 13th
in the church Commons area. This is a self-
help support group designed to meet emotional
needs of our parishioners.

January
1983

I would like to take the next few lines to
express gratitude to the members of the

Social Ministry Committee for countless 1/1 - 10:00 a.m., New Year's Mass

hours of work on the projects we have devel- - No 5:30 p.m. Mass

oped this year. Arlene and Lee, Sharon, Pat, 1/2 - 9:00 a.m., Regular Mass Schedule

Sheila, Diane, Dick, Ellie and all those on - 10:30 a.m., Regular Mass Schedule

YOUR committees who through the many meet- 1/3 - 7:00 p.m., P-3 Rel. Ed, Classes

ings, phone calls, dinners and luncheons 1/6 - 7:30 p.m., Committee Meeting Nite

have brought such intense warmth and close- 1/8'9 - NEWSPAPER COLLECTION WEEKEND
1/9 - MCEF FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

ness into my life. Your endless ideas and - T mm: Conlirhatiog Clils

tireless energy in carrying out those ideas 1/10 tOO Polleis i T

have left me dumbfounded at the power of the = 7400 p.m., =7 Rel. Bd. Classes

(=]
o
[
=
1

7:30 p.m., "Good News" Bearers
¥°if Sfiiiﬁ Within gon. Yo extich Be: el 1/16 - 7:00 p.m., B-9 Rel. Ed, Class

s - 7:30 p.m., Cluster Meets at the
Rty Dyrom Ritzes, 260 Tammy Lane
1;17 - 7:00 p.m., P-3 Rel. Ed. Classes
1/18 - 7:30 p.m., "Good News" Bearers
DY NORRNS FOB JAWIAEL 1/19 - 7:30 p.m., Parish Council Meeting
1/2 - Sheila Pappas and Cheryl Seifert 1/20 - Z;gop§i2££81§:l§“°harist Sesaion
142 e e e i 1/21 - DEADLINE for Newsletter Articles
Q
1/15 - Kathy Massino and Terry DelVecchio 1/23 - Z;ggugim" g;:ii:mation Class...
1/16 - Eileen Talley and Maria DeNoia 1/2% - 7100 ng Pu_7 St P e
1/22 - Wanda DelVecchio and Ronni Prezioso 1/25 " ?:30 P':" "Good N;ws".Bea;Ers
1/23 - Debbie Wilmoth and Lynne Talley 1/27 - 7100 P'ﬁ" T R Rarion
1/29 - No Nursery scheduled due to lack 5 ye T e
of workers 1/30 afr g;;;;A; £ on
1/30 - Debbie Gillespie and Karen Rhoades 1/31 5 ——ga-——————-"G i W B
2/5 - Arlene Vietmeier and Tina Byrnes 31 - 7:00 p.m., "Good News" Bearers

2/6 - Debbie Johnson and Nancy Verser

GREAT MUSIC * GREAT PREACHING « GREAT PEOPLE + GREAT FAITH * GREAT LOVE*
MAKE THIS A GREAT CHURCH!
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2026 50th Anniversary Homecoming Events

ANNIVERSARY
bllefwmucg afl for 50 years

1976 - 2026

January 10-11  Volunteer event — all ages can participate!
February 14 Redeemer Royale, 6:00-10:00 p.m., adults only

March 14 Talent Show after 5:30 p.m. mass — youth, teens, adults welcome

Limited Edition Keepsake 50™ Ornament

With the help of our parish youth, the Redeemer Anniversary Homecoming committee has designed a beautiful
Christmas ornament to celebrate our S0 years as a church community. We will be taking preorders in the Commons
after all masses the weekends of October 25-26 and November 1-2. Cost for the ornament is $15. Ornaments will be
delivered the weekend of December 13-14.

ol for 50 years

ulalemm?
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Oktoberfest: Music After Mass Rocked!

More than 200 parishioners gathered after mass on Saturday, October 4 for food, fun and fellowship. Many thanks to
a variety of people, working together to plan and carry out this event, led by Greg Chittum. Thanks to the volunteers
staffing the various tables, cooking our delicious German meal, and supervising the kids in the fun indoor bounce
house. Deacon Ron was a fabulous MC, attired in German Lederhosen. Our fancy dancing youth waltzing were a
beautiful sight. Parishioners Sam & Raine Sitter, “Simply Us,” entertained us with a broad variety of music and &
encouraged us to sing along. They were among the first to volunteer their talents in our year-long celebration.

Thank you to all who participated in making this an evening to remember and thanks to our two photographers
Richard Godlewski and Rey Bonjoc .

Dancing the Waltz so beautifully, members of our youth group.

Aubrey Beasley & Brayden Puleo Isabella Holmes & Eli Brehm
Davidda Pillai & Derek Lopez Katie Brehm & Triet Nguyen
Ellison Rimbey & Liam Brehm Riley Haskins & Alex Brehm
Jovianna Keenan & Francisco Saravia Elena Holmes & Ben Saravia
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Octoberfest Memories

Paula Otto, Roving Reporter

10




image11.jpg
’B Good News October 2025 ’P

Catholic Fest

Catholic Fest was held at the Diamond on October 11th as part of the diocesan
celebration of the Jubilee of Hope. This free event included a vigil mass by Bishop
Knestout, Bible studies, dance, and music. On the lower concourse stage, the local talent
showcased their skills, including the Redeemer adult choir! Thanks to all the

parishioners who came out and supported us at this event. We were so happy to

represent our parish.

Leslie Smith. Good News Reporter
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Blessing of the Animals

Music and blessings during the noon hour on October 4th, and the weather was perfect for our furry friends. Thanks

to Father Jim, and our musicians Terry Crowl and Jan and Bob Moritz for their time, and our photographer Brian

Capaldo!
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“I Forgive Him"”: The Potency of Forgiveness
By Jim Elliff

The wife of Charlie Kirk, Erika, said

with much emotion that she forgives

her husband’s assassin. “I forgive him”
were words which powerfully impacted
the thousands in the arena and millions
streaming during the memorial service for
her husband.

She meant, surely, that she would not
personally avenge herself of her husband’s
blood. That would be God’s business.
Likely the following passage of Scripture was in her mind:

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good. (Romans 12:17-21 ESV)

I am sure that she also knew that she could not do what the government was designed by
God to do — bring criminals to justice.

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist
will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. ... But if
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant
of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. (Romans 13:1-4)

Erika was speaking for herself. One might make the case that you cannot forgive
someone if they do not ask for it. I doubt that she was blind to that either. But to have
love, you have to deal with it ahead of time. She had already forgiven in her heart,
regardless of whether he would ask or not.

This was a remarkable sentence. At the memorial, as she quietly and emotionally spoke
the words, “1 forgive him,” it rolled over the crowd like a tsunami. The story of the
hundred-thousand hearing it in the room, and millions streaming it, was palpable and the
appreciation and love for her and for Jesus was overwhelming. Her example will live on.

Just now, while I am writing this at a coffeeshop, a young lady overhearing a discussion
I was having with a new acquaintance told me that she came to the coffeeshop to

order a mint tea (like Charlie drank) and to say, “I am Charlie,” the way of identifying
with Kirk and this powerful wave of interest in Christ seen prominently in Erika’s
forgiveness. She was impacted as so many were with the power of forgiveness. She told
me s0. I could see that some kind of transformation was happening to this young lady.
We talked about Christ, her need, his promise. I recommended a church I know in her
town. I doubt she will ever be the same. Forgiveness makes its imprint.

How powerful is your forgiveness of others? You will not know the full impact until the
next world. Your child will see it however, and may carry it through his or her life. Your
work associates or college friends can see the difference in you, but they may never tell
you. But do not underestimate its power.

Corrie Ten Boom suffered as a prisoner in a Nazi concentration camp. Some time later,
she encountered a former prison guard that she recognized. He did not remember her.
But she heard him say that since those days, he had become a Christian and had been
forgiven of his awful sins. Here is something of her encounter:

“Jesus, help me!” I prayed silently. "I can lift my hand. I can do that much. You
supply the feeling. "

And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me.
And as 1 did, an incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder,
raced down my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth
seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes.

“I forgive you, brother!” I cried. "With all my heart!*

For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and the former
prisoner. I had never known God’s love so intensely as I did then. And having

thus learned to forgive in this hardest of situations, I never again had difficulty

in forgiving: I wish I could say it! I wish I could say that merciful and charitable
thoughts just naturally flowed from me from then on. But they didn 1. If there’s one
thing I've learned at 80 years of age, it’s that I can’t store up good feelings and
behavior — but only draw them fresh from God each day.

There is a great lesson in this experience. You too can forgive, from the heart.

Copyright © 2025 Jim Elliff. Permission granted for reproduction in exact form.
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November Children

's Birthdays

William Bareford

Sophia Roy

Jack Trumbore

Michael Poprik

Emerie Civils

Thomas Foley

[

Bryson Biller
Bret Bednarcz;

Addison Poole

Poppy Johansen
Blakely Johansen

Alex Guzman

Liam Holmes

Guinevere Pantele|

Zoey Insley

Landon Cruz

Catie Conlan

Brooke Martin

Ellie Van Drew

Savannah Minorics

Sofia Henderson

Francesco Amato

Grayson Ellis
Waverly Foley
Jordyn Richards

Ethan McKernin
Hannah Houston

Owen Houston

Sadie Myers
Emily Martin

Sinobinna Nwobodo

Alyson Maxson

Mason Toots

Mark Kadukammakal

Cyrus Vietmeier

Alessandro Mannino





image15.jpeg
Edward Schenack
Paula Farmer
Paulette Lewis
Veronica Hyland

Lillian Parrish

Kenneth Diana
Sandra Byrd
Cabrina Wecks
Richard Leell

Mary Espina
Kristofer Leduc

Jake Thomas
Gregory Durgin

Lisa Merriman
Phillip Darlington
Laura Wagner

Matt Pastore
Aaron Winter
Lauren Schrecengost

Monica Arechiga

Karen Trivette
TLaura Babik
Brian Forrest
Colleen Schubring
Alexander Foley
Colleen Birmingham

James Baker

Albert Bak
Mary McDowell

Chris Hanks
Betty Kellas
Dorothy Luck
Amy Carroll
Jason Burkhead
Mary Tacconi
Allison Rienecker
Rachacl Newcomb

Stepharic Mulvancy

Michael Woychak
Fernando Renteria
Amanda Gagne
Kevin Long
Michacla Wagner

Amanda Marcos

Lorraine Sitter
Sherry Norris
Andre Cooley

Samantha Martin
Jacob Beal

Paula Sawyer
Rick Long
Norcen Benjamin
Huy Bui
Cathy Berberich
Annie Sundari
Antony Arockiasamy
Rebecca Sanchez
Luke Gefell
Melisa Stilwell

Elizabeth Tuomey

Dave Talley
Pacti Golda

Cristina Kramer
Wes McGuckin

Shirley Husz

John Billcheck
Jade Melendez
Erica Mader
Paige Sicgman

Elizabeth Barks
Marilyn Haraburda
Anthony Vitale
Michelle Rabold
Rene Arcchiga

Yazmyne Kroctch

William Brereton
Mike Cook
Joe Fisher
Marla Parker
Eileen Loftus
Madison Stringfellow
Olivia Dillon

Diane Maxwell
Tommy McChure
Scan Free

Daniel Free

David Muroski
Marilynn Alfaro
Jesse Lopez
Edith Lohr

Deanne Dillon

Stephen McCurry
Jeffrey Gibson
Anne Sims

Stephanic Steinbacher
Melinda Norris
Ethan Boeding
Jaclyn Richards

John Smith
Reagan Penny
Laura Edwards
Richard Godlewski
Nicole Taormina
Rebecea Curran
Rebecea Hoover
Olivia Stiger

Vanessa Ruiz

Arthur Mourino
Cheryl Toombs
Paul Upron

Michael Stecle
Tori Whitaker

Susan Dip
Patricia Burns
Noreen Wilkins

James Rossi

Tedra Dambro

Amy Laboskic

Ethan Isayas

Paula Gaidos
Christie Goodman

Laura Dugger
Violah Kendagor

Kristina Hendel

James Arul Raj
Daniel Joseph Atay

Lora Chandler

Robert Duggan
Mark Kunkowski
Sharon Pantle
Derek Cook
William Larson
Cristian Salinas
Andrew Cook
Kennedy O'Hanley
Ryan Kelley

Carol Broderick McCaffrey

William Rose

Canova Peterson

Michacl Carlson
Brenda Seclin
Aimee Shreffler

Michael McGuckin
Natalie McLean

Deborah Dearien
Mark Hyland
Angela Amato
Joshua Harris
Konner Mackie

Lorraine Ross
Keith DelVecchio
Mary Kemmler
William Blydenburgh
Lara Falcone
Allison O'Donnell
Derrick Ruiz

Liam O'Brien

Nancy Ashworth

Marilee Donahue
Steve Sparagna
Chris Engels

Tara Karnes

Robert Jones
Dona Davis
John Rawls
Kyle Dorohue

Rachel Condon

John Dougherty
Herman Bocding
Victoria Burcham

Eric Mayers

Jamic Hodges

Ryan Long
Jennifer Andersen
Gianna Rivera

Nick Kasper

Anne Soniat
Margarer Davis
Isayas Araya

Donna Bourne
Susan Struder
Dan Yacobi
"Theresa Mueller
Marichie Rivera
Chic Rivera

Cameron Myers

Hailey Ritter
Olivia Scanlon
Tsaac Deshaies

Ernane Cabrera
Denise Bonovitch
Carol Tacone
Kathleen Petrizzi
Chris Schroeder
Kimberly Butchyk
Scott Gagne
Kristin Goodwin
Joseph Laux
Meaghan Gilbert
Keeley Lawlor
Andrew Baker
Madeleine Biondi

Dan Lipinski
Loretea Beeman
Cindy Wyllic
Fernando Gowland

Tom Husson

Daniel Canero
Stephanic Smith

Kenton Tavares

Alexis Tavares

Jim Hesoun
Richard Gillespie
Stacey Engels
Cclina Gonzalez
Madison Ullman
Giovanni D'Antonio
Tsabelle Eker

Ann Herbert

T. Rogers

Dan Stough
Kaitlin Holt

Connor Harrison

Steven Ford
Maria Dip
Jessica Prince

Brennan Allen
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William & Nicole
Keeney 26 yrs

Edward & Catherine
Schenack 54 yrs

Terry & Shirley Husz
43 yrs

Patrick & Jaime Eavey
21yrs

Robert & Rachel
Parrish 21 yrs

Mark & Mary Segal 43
yrs

William & Carol
Gladysz 55 yrs

Roy & Lynn
Goellner 44 yrs

Albert & Irene Bak
61yrs

Ronald & Donna
Proffitt 44 yrs

Matt & Joy
Sabino- Akins
26 yrs

Thomas & Teresa
Hughes 22 yrs

Alex & Teresa
Kulinowski 33 yrs

Ferdinand & Myra
Hudencial 39 yrs

John & Noreen Wilkins
28 yrs

John & Amy
Swierczewski 34 yrs

Richard & Jenny
Godlewski 29 yrs

Trey & Courtney
Lutton 23 yrs

Marvin & Tara Serrano
23yrs

Robert & Sharon
Seifert 57 yrs

Carl & Victoria Parsons
22 yrs

Patrick & Megan Long
6yrs

Jason & Eileen Loftus
29 yrs

Chris & Teresa Witte
40 yrs

Matt & Carey O'Brien 22 yrs

Jeff & Denise Carter 35 yrs

Danny & Ashley Carrion 7 yr

George & Hannah
Kranak 53 yrs

Michael & Mary Davis
30 yrs

Robbie & Rose
Prezioso 30 yrs

Curt & Paula Messick
25 yrs

Stan and Lois Pruemer
25 yrs

Richard & Jennifer
Puleo 25 yrs

Joseph & Diane
McFadden 30 yrs

Henry & Kate Waldron|
53 yrs.

Charlie & Susan Howe
43 yrs

Matthew & Honey Rae
31yrs

Kenneth & Joanne
Diana 14 yrs
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Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

October 2025

From the Desk of Father Jim

Celebrating the Gift of Peace

Psalm 29:11 tells us, “God gives the people strength and blesses them with
peace.” The global news we read about and see daily as we open our
computer screen seems anything but peaceful. Our hearts cry for peace.
However, external peace comes from the places where justice prevails,
where God-given strength overrules the human desire for power,
control, and riches.

At the beginning of this Jubilee Year of Grace, Pope Francis wrote, “IWe
wish to hear the ‘desperate plea for belp’ that like the cry of the blood of
Abel (Genesis 4:10), rises up from so many parts of our world — a plea that
God never fails to hear. We, for our part, feel bound to cry out and
denounce the many situations in which the earth is exploited, and our
neighbors are oppressed.” (World Day of Peace Message, January 1,

2025)

When those rare occasions occur and the ‘elusive peace’ nations seek
have the glimmer of hope for an end to warfare, it is truly a moment to celebrate and give thanks. The same can be said
of the internal peace each of us seek through the pursuit of allowing it to grow within ourselves. Curiosity and
listening help us understand what peace can become for us. Often, this peace requires understanding and forgiveness,
meaning we have listened to, acted, and embraced someone else’s perspective. We have forgiven and have asked for
forgiveness. Wherever today finds you, seek out a time and place where you can be still and encounter our God who
meets us in the noise and sometimes chaos of the day and invites you to experience His peace.

This week the world celebrated that a path to peace may once again be possible in the Middle East. It was the
culmination of two years of brutal warfare, failed diplomacy, and a humanitarian crisis of historic proportions. The
detailed plan for peace is the first of many steps to achieve lasting peace between Israel and Hamas, between the Jewish
and Palestinian people. An even larger worldwide battle rages of political and religious polarization, creating fear,
violence, and vandalism, which must also be eradicated whenever and wherever it occurs. May God show us and those
in positions of power how to be more effective instruments of His peace.

Holy God, thank you for the gift of peace — your Shalom, a blessing of fullness and completeness. Help me
to be an agent of your peace, to share your Shalom in word and deed, in the name of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace. Amen!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Bridging Divides

During Lent of 2026, Redeemer and St. Paul parishes will present a series of three sessions entitled “Bridging Divides:
Pope Francis’ Vision for Harmony.” The three sessions will be offered at both parishes, mornings at Redeemer and
evenings at St. Paul.

Our world and our Church are experiencing deep divisions. During the COVID isolation of 2020, Pope Francis
wrote his encyclical entitled Fratelli Turti. He was inspired by St. Francis of Assisi and he addresses these divisions in
his encyclical.

In Fratelli Turti Pope Francis calls for global solidarity, compassion, and a renewed commitment to the common
good. He urges us to see one another as brothers and sisters, emphasizing the importance of dialogue, peace, and care
for the vulnerable, especially migrants and the poor. Pope Francis also critiques individualism, consumerism, and
social injustice, which can be roadblocks to the kingdom of God. The encyclical rejects war, racism, and the death
penalty, promoting a universal love that transcends borders.

We invite you to an introductory and overview session on “Bridging Divides: Pope Francis’ Vision for Harmony” will
be held on October 15, 7:00 pm at St. Paul, and October 22, 10:30 am at Redeemer. This overview led by Deacon
Ron will explain what the Lenten sessions will be like. The Lenten sessions will utilize the encyclical Fratelli Turti and
include authentic dialogue among parishioners participating. These sessions are presented to build communities that

promote universal love that transcends divisions.

The October 22 session will be in Genesis Hall at 10:30 am. Watch the bulletin and website for details.

VATICANO

=

POPE FRANCIS™ )

CALLFOR -
CHRISTIAN UNITY
&4 |

[y
—d |
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Centering Prayer

In October Redeemer parish will begin to offer regular opportunities
for parishioners to come together to practice Centering Prayer.
Centering Prayer is an ancient prayer practice that dates to the earliest
centuries of the Church. It was revived in the past fifty years in
America, primarily through the work of Trappist monk Fr. Thomas
Keating and others who initiated a worldwide movement called
Contemplative Outreach.

The scriptural foundation for Centering Prayers comes primarily from e
Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God,” and Matthew 6:6, “But C e n te r l n
when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your g
Father in secret.” P r a y e r

the very center of our being. It usually involves a 20 minute “sit” in silence during which one clears their mind and

Centering Prayer is very simple. By emptying one’s mind (which is not

simple!), it seeks to allow one to become aware of the presence of God at

“rests in God.” Its purpose is not to provide a temporary “high,” but rather to develop a calming awareness of God’s
presence throughout the day.

Opportunities for Centering Prayer will be offered at Redeemer on the 2™ and 4™ Monday evenings of the month at
7:30 pm, and the 1* and 3" Wednesday mornings at 11:00 am. All prayer sessions will be held in Room 10. Before the
initial meetings on Monday evening, October 13, and Wednesday morning, October 15, there will be a short
introduction to Centering Prayer 30 minutes before the “sit” begins to introduce the process of the prayer to those
who are new to it. Once the groups start, it is hoped that the gatherings will be made available virtually to those
members of the parish unable to travel to the parish on-site meetings and want to pray with the group.

Parishioners who participate can join the group when their personal schedule allows. No commitment to twice a
month for six months! Participate as often as you can! No preparation or reading is required, just the willingness to
“restin God” for 20 minutes. Centering Prayer can be done privately at home, of course. But experience shows that
when a group meets and “sits” together in silence, there is a unique experience of God’s presence!

For more information contact Kristi Lane (804-514-4808; klanc6301@gmail.com) or Dennis Beeman (804-240-0408;
beeman@verizon.net).
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By Their Deeds

LeRoy and LuAnn Orie

In 1986, the Catholic students at JMU knew that meeting at “the house”
meant converging at the home of their Catholic Campus Ministry program to
collaborate in joy, prayer, administrative tasks, camaraderie and evangelical
planning. LeRoy, a convert from a Pentecostal background, was in charge of
the “Journey in Faith” (otherwise known as RCIA, now OCIA) in his Junior
year and also played in the church folk group and school Pep band. As a
youngster, he was first exposed to Catholicism by a good friend and neighbor
who eventually became a priest. LuAnn had always been Catholic and
naturally gravitated to the CCM, sharing her own gifts in leadership and
organizational skills. They enjoyed group activities, and then LeRoy invited
her to the basketball games... They dated for 20 months before being married

at LuAnn’s home church, the (now) Basilica of St. Andrew in Roanoke in

1988 — by the priest who was LeRoy’s childhood friend. They eventually
moved to Mechanicsville and joined Church of the Redeemer in 1991.

Why does it seem like they’re everywhere at once? Throughout their time at Redeemer their combined volunteer work
has included Religious Ed, catechesis, Vacation Bible School, parish council (LuAnn currently), “One Bread, One
Cup” ministry (which all their kids attended), RCIA team, sacramental preparation, liturgy planning, nursery,
children’s choir, scouts - to name a few! Professionally, LuAnn taught school for a few years and has since worked in
administrative positions with several different companies. LeRoy worked at Kings Dominion for four years in their
entertainment division and had various other jobs until he was hired as Director of Redeemer’s Youth Ministry. In
2018, after 20 years in that role, he began teaching math in Henrico County. He joined the faculty of Cristo Rey
Richmond High School in the museum district, still teaching math, in early 2022. With their children grown and
gone, they travel more frequently but still volunteer for Redeemer. They credit Fr. Jim Begley for being a wonderful

influence, friend and mentor along the way.

When asked if they ever faced backlash for their biracial family they said no — everyone who has ever known them has
found it perfectly natural. One of their favorite memories involves son Evan who, in kindergarten, asked LeRoy to
help him make a “pilgrim hat” for a school performance. When they arrived, the whole class had matching hats made
from a pattern the teacher provided — unbeknownst to LeR oy — and when asked about it Evan simply responded that
he wanted to wear a hat designed and made by himself and his dad. The teacher praised his confidence when he said,
“All the others looked the same” -- he wanted to be different. The Orie “kids” are all in their 20s and 30s now and live
in Maryland, Fredericksburg and Louisville, and amid their very busy lives LeRoy and LuAnn always find time to

enjoy their six grandchildren. Redeemer appreciates every minute of their time with US!

Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter
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Gospel Reflection

Justice Through Mercy

"Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without
becoming weary."

In the parable for today, there is the witness of 2 widow who came to a dishonest judge
and was always begging him for a just judgment. Though the judge did not care about
the woman, he eventually gave a just decision for her because of her persistence. Jesus
uses the image of a "dishonest judge” to teach us about persistent prayers being

answered.

When we pray we shouldn't pray for whatever we want. We should pray only for the justice of God. When we pray
for His justice, God will secure our rights and bring forth His justice.

Reflect, today, upon anything for which you desire justice. Is there anything that has been unfair in your life? Do you
dwell upon any hurt inflicted upon you by another? As you call those things to mind, know that the power of your

persistent prayer has the potential to transform those sufferings into God's mercy. Beg for this gift and know that God
will always answer those prayers. Jesus, I trust in you. Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter

Dear Redeemer Parishioners,

David and I are so blessed to have such a wonderful Church of the Redeemer family. We appreciate all your prayers
and kind words during and since our summer hospital stays. We are doing much better although David has a a lot of

improving to do.

Thank you again with love in Christ,

David and Kay Berlin
W8 J s
\\Vl \

Thank you
LW
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St. Therese of Lisieux
Feast Day-October 1+

St. Therese of Lisieux, also known as "The Little Flower of Jesus”,
was a French Carmelite nun and one of the most beloved saints of
the Catholic Church. She was born as Marie Frangoise-Therese
Martin on January 2, 1873, in Alencon, France, into a deeply
religious family. Both of her parents, Louis and Zélie Martin, were
later canonized as saints.

From a young age, Therese felt a strong calling to religious life.
After a persistent and passionate plea, she entered the Carmelite
convent in Lisicux at the age of 15. There, she lived a hidden,
humble life of prayer and devotion, embracing what she called her
"Little Way" — a spiritual path focused on doing small things with
great love and trust in God. Though she lived only 24 years (she
died of tuberculosis on September 30, 1897), her influence spread
rapidly after her death, especially through her autobiography, Story
of a Soul, which revealed her deep faith, simplicity, and spiritual

wisdom.

Thérese was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI and later declared

a Doctor of the Church in 1997 by Pope John Paul II — one of the few women to receive that title. Her "Little Way”"
continues to inspire millions around the world to live with humility, love, and childlike trust in God's mercy. She is the
patron saint of missions, florists, and those who seek simplicity and trust.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter




