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Are You an Owner or a Steward?

As I've been reading through the Catechism in a Year on the Hallow C ATECHISM

app, I've been picking daily readings that resonate with me and sharing Ib
them here in the Good News. For this article, ’'m focusing on the 0 e
Catechism, paragraphs 2401-2406. Here, the Church explains that

while individuals have a legitimate right to own property, all the goods C ATHOLIC

of the earth are ultimately intended for the benefit of every human C RC
person. These teachings invite Christians to rethink how they view I I U I I
ownership, wealth, work, and responsibility toward others. SECOND EDITION

The basis of these teachings is the Seventh Commandment: “You shall
not steal.” Sounds simple, but the Church understands this
commandment as far more than simply avoiding theft. It calls believers
to live with justice, charity, and respect for both private property and
the common good.

Ordering Earthly Goods to God

Paragraph 2401 teaches that the Christian life seeks to order all earthly goods toward God and toward fraternal
charity. Material possessions are not evil, nor are they the ultimate purpose of life. Instead, Christians are called to see
God as the reference point for everything they own and use.

The Gift of the Earth and the Right to Private Property

In paragraph 2402, the Catechism explains that in the beginning God entrusted the earth to humanity’s common
stewardship. Human beings were called to cultivate the earth through labor and enjoy its fruits. Because human life is
vulnerable to poverty, insecurity, and violence, the division of goods and ownership of property became legitimate and
necessary.

The Church defends the right to private property because it flows from human dignity. Property ownership helps
secure freedom, allows individuals to meet their needs, and enables them to care for those entrusted to them, especially
family members.

At the same time, Catholic social teaching insists that this right is not absolute, but must be balanced against the
universal destination of goods.

The Universal Destination of Goods

Paragraph 2403 introduces one of the foundational principles of Catholic social teaching: the universal destination of
goods. The Catechism states that the right to private property “does not do away with the original gift of the earth to
the whole of mankind.”
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In other words, God created the world for everyone. The resources of the earth are meant to satisty the needs of the
entire human family, not merely a privileged few. This principle creates a necessary balance within Catholic teaching.
The Church rejects systems that deny private property altogether, such as communism, but it also warns against forms
of unchecked capitalism that ignore the poor and place profit above human dignity.

These two principles— private property and the universal destination of goods—must be held together in tension. The
Church does not usually endorse specific economic policies, but it does provide moral principles to guide economic
and political decisions. Catholics are called to evaluate systems and choices according to justice, human dignity, and
care for the vulnerable.

Owners or Stewards?

Paragraph 2404 deepens this teaching by introducing the idea of stewardship. The Catechism says that people should
regard the goods they own “not merely as exclusive to themselves but common to others also.”

This perspective radically changes how Christians approach ownership. Rather than seeing possessions as things to
cling to selfishly, believers are invited to see themselves as stewards entrusted with gifts from God. Ownership carries
responsibility.

The Catechism teaches that property should be made fruitful and used for the benefit of others. This applies not only
to money or land, but also to talents, time, intelligence, compassion, hospitality, and influence.

The “mind of Christ” should shape how believers use what they possess. Stewardship means recognizing that
everything ultimately belongs to God and has been entrusted to us for a purpose.

A Lifelong Challenge

The teachings of Catechism paragraphs 2401-2406 ultimately present every Christian with an important question:
Am I merely an owner, or am I a steward?

The Church teaches that material goods are gifts entrusted to us by God. While private property is a legitimate right
rooted in human dignity, that right is always connected to responsibility toward others. Christians are called to use
what they possess in ways that honor God, promote justice, and bless the greatest number of people.

This challenge lasts a lifetime. So, it is good to ask ourselves every day, “who can I bless with what I have received?”

Kellie Free — Good News Reporter
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Parishioners Helping Parishioners

It was a cloudy, muggy Saturday as parishioners headed out with garden tools, pickup trucks,
and prayer shawls to help fellow parishioners as part of our 50th anniversary events. Yard work,
dump runs, and visits to several hospitalized and homebound parishioners took place. Several
parishioners also gathered at church to make 100 snack bags for our neighbors experiencing

, aff for 50 years
homelessness. Parishioner Chris Hanks said "I so appreciated the help with my garden and N 1976 - 2026__g

weeds. I would never have been able to do all of this myself!”

Zachary Marcheletta and Jesonwell Parro helped assemble 100 snack bags for Moments of Hope
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Our snack bags included a note of encouragement
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~ Chris Hanks with volunteers Keith and Terry (taking the
picture) DelVecchio, LeRoy Orie, Frank Previs

LS|

Kellie and Chip Free worked alongside Martha
O'Keefe

Paunla Otto - SO RAH
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Preparing for our “Next 50 Years™!

Cﬁuvcﬁ Of ; ‘]T\C;RG ZEALET

As we celebrate Redeemer’s 50" anniversary, the

parish Pastoral Council takes pride in our parish’s
warm and welcoming atmosphere and our competent
and challenging ministries of Word, Worship, Service,

and Community.
1=

Kathryn Massino

Yet, the Council knows we are ready to grow to

become an even more full sign of God’s kingdom in
the Mechanicsville area. Consequently, the Council
has begun an effort we call “The Next 50 Years:
Where is the Spirit Calling Us?”

P e s Jetf Decker Paulette Beasley ulia Crowder RO
To keep the parish growing and developing, the S 'l A il sl
Council has established three working committees
focusing on the following areas of parish life:

¢ Organizations and Activities. This committee

is helping the various organizations and activities | s | Er—

of the parish complete a self-analysis assessment :PQ 51— 01;01 Counc ll
study/survey. Each organization and parish

activity will look at its purpose, goals, vision for the future and selection of its leaders, striving to find ways to
improve itself via continuation and new directions. Leaders and members will reflect on the ways to fulfill their
goals and vision as a Catholic parish.

¢ Demographic Steering. This committee is studying “who the parish is” from available data: ages, genders, Mass
attendance, giving patterns, involvement in activities and ministries, understanding population growth or decline
in areas of Hanover, etc. This data will help the parish determine areas of need.

¢ Parishioner Engagement. This committee is studying and implementing ways to support current parish leaders,
attract and retain new parishioners, and increase engagement of all parishioners, especially youth and young adults.

Welcoming new parishioners will be an important outcome of this committee’s work.

Council is excited about our “Next 50 Years” project, helping Redeemer build an ever more vibrant parish. This
project will parallel our new Building Project, which addresses our need for a Daily Chapel, new entrance to the
Commons, Parish Offices, and Worship Space, and provides us with a long-term master plan. Plus, in May, the parish
will select four new members to join the Council to advise Fr. Jim by monitoring parish life and suggesting ways to
flourish as a parish.

If you’d like to be part of the “Next 50 Years” project by joining one of the committees mentioned above, or by
running for a position on Council, contact Council chairperson Dennis Beeman (804-240-0408;
beeman@verizon.net) or vice-chair Lola Edwards (804-787-3013; lola.edwardsmd@gmail.com).

Get involved! Imagine how vibrant we can become and prayerfully consider how YOU can help Redeemer discover
where the Holy Spirit is calling us in the next 50 years!! Our parish, our Church, our community, and our world need
the abundant life that can be fed by our “Next 50 years”!

11
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Stewarding our Ship

The three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasuve are the principles of Catholic stewardship. “Stewarding our Ship” is a featured
column that will highlight ways to wisely give of our time, personal service and/or financial resources in ways that serve
God, our parish and others.

Jesus calls us as disciples — and disciples make conscious efforts to give of our first fruits, not from what’s “left over.” How
can we rearrange or rethink our lives such that we strive to serve God first? Look for future topics that cover how we can
build our calendars around serving the church using our physical gifts. Today we focus on financial gifts.

s each one has recetved a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)

CHARITABLE GIVING AND TITHING AS CATHOLICS (BY LUANN ORIE)

As abody of believers who gather at the Lord’s table and participate in a multitude of ministries, formations and
tellowship within our spaces, we have the privilege of being able to support our parish in many ways. Today, we focus
on financial support of Church of the Redeemer.

“First fruit” is the concept of giving of our best yield — that which comes in first. In the past, this was primarily
crops/livestock. Today, this is generally represented by our income (dollars) or other tangible materials that provide
the Church with the resources needed to serve parishioners, our brothers and sisters in need and the wider Church.

Tithing is a form of worship (sacrifice in honor of God) where we commit a portion of our income, our gifts from
God himself, to support our parish or other charities. While tithe is from the word meaning “a tenth,” the Church
does not have a rule of tithing. Rather we have a duty of support as described in Canon Law (222): “§1. The Christian
faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship,
for the works of the apostolate and of charity, and for the decent support of ministers. §2. They are also obliged to
promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources.”

1t is your personal and prayerful choice to determine how much time, talent and/or treasure you give. When giving
financially, commit in way that foundationally supports Redeemer. Take some time to make a plan and abide by it so
that even while you are traveling, the parish continues to be supported.

In the next issue of the Good News, we will examine one of the specific ways that you can set up your financial giving.
Do you have a commitment to a certain percentage of income? Many of us experience periods of highs and lows with
regard to income, and it is entirely reasonable to adjust our giving according to pay reductions OR pay increases. Is
your giving aligned with your current situation? The greatest commitment is one that is:

¢ ahigh priority
e consistent

o gives a feeling of true sacrifice.

12
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OI‘ Redeemer Remembers — March 1984 OI‘

o, JOHN DE GIORGIO

He's positive, he's patient, and he's persuasive! He's enthusiastic, he's ener-
getic, and he's encouraged! He's John M. DeGiorgio, newly installed pastor of
Church of the Redeemer, who believes that good liturgies, should express traditional
symbols and values in new and different ways. He sees a "critical need for a well
developed and exciting religious formation at Redeemer for all ages," and he feels
that parishioners should recognize their responsibility in this regard.

Father John was born in New York and, when he was five, moved to Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, where his mother still lives. He is the second oldest in a family of six
children...three boys and three girls. He is a graduate of Holy Cross, attended
Central Community College (both in Lynchburg), spent two years at St. Mary's
Seminary in Baltimore where he majored in psychology, and received his Masters
degree in theology from Catholic University. He served his deaconate at Cathedral
and has served as assoclate pastor at St. Mary's here in Richmond since he was
ordained in February of 1980.

Along the way Father John has been a construction worker, a door-to-door book
salesman in L.A. (that's "Lower Alabama"...Selma to be exact!), a youth minister
in San Jose, and an editorial assistant for the International Committee on Eng-
lish and Literature where he worked on the breviary. He has been a member of the
Diocesan Liturgical Committee since 1978 and has been chairperson since 1980. In
his Holy Cross days he was active with both religious education and the music
program (he plays guitar).

His initial reaction to Redeemer is that it is a very positive community with a
warm sense of hospitality, and he has found it to be a more active community than
he had expected. He does, however, sometimes sense an underlying feeling of
uncertainty.

Father John decided he wanted to come to Redeemer because he had heard that the
people were warm, receptive, and outgoing; he preferred a small community for his
first pastorate where he could get to know the people really well; and he felt
there was a challenge to be met.

High on his 1list of priorities at this time is to get to know the parishioners.
To accomplish this, he 1s considering meeting with them in small groups so that
he might share with them their needs and dreams. He would like to see the people
of Redeemer reach out to others in the Mechanicsville Catholic community in a
similar way, and he would like for the parish to determine ways in which Redeemer
might best serve the broader area and its people. ‘ :

John DeGiorgio feels that all people are basically good and that it is important
to "put the past behind together with those things that are hurtful.” He be-
lieves each person should take "the responsibility for being the forgiver and
free one another of the guilt we have carried."

We bid you welcome, Father John. We hope that you will "consider yourself one

of us" for the next 5 years, 10 years, 15 years.....!
\
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Thank You

Dear Redeemer Family,

Words cannot describe how blessed I feel
with your outpouring of love and support
during Allan’s passing. Redeemer has always
been a very special part of our lives, and you
have returned that feeling tenfold! Allan
loved helping at Redeemer and being with
you. He faced life with a great sense of humor

and loved to make people laugh-especially the
kids!

Your hugs, prayers, cards, and thoughts
meant the world to me and my family and will
always be remembered.

Much love and God Bless,
JoAnn Draper

Thank you for the visit and prayers from the Prayer Warriors Committee.
Also, the card from the Stamping Angels was very thoughtful.

It was much appreciated.
Rich White

14
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Saint Bernardine of Siena
Feast Day - May 20th

Saint Bernardine of Siena was born in 1380, in Massa Marittima to a noble but
not wealthy family. His parents died when he was young, and he was raised by
devout aunts in Siena. From childhood, Bernardine was known for his
intelligence, kindness, and deep religious devotion. He studied civil and canon
law but was far more interested in prayer and helping the poor than in pursuing
a worldly career.

When a terrible plague struck Siena in 1400, fear swept through the city. Many

people fled, and hospitals were overwhelmed. Bernardine, only twenty years old,

volunteered to care for the sick in the city hospital of Santa Maria della Scala. He organized other young men to help
him nurse plague victims, bury the dead, and clean infected areas. For four exhausting months, he worked almost
nonstop, risking his own life daily. The effort left him seriously ill for a long time afterward, but the experience
deepened his faith and convinced him to dedicate his life entirely to God.

In 1402, he joined the Franciscan Order, specifically the branch known as the Observants, who wanted to restore the
strict simplicity and poverty originally taught by Saint Francis of Assisi. Bernardine spent years in study, prayer, and
preaching. At first, he had a weak and hoarse voice, making public speaking difficult. According to tradition, after
praying to the Virgin Mary, his voice became strong and clear. He soon became one of the greatest preachers in Italy.

Bernardine traveled from city to city on foot, preaching in marketplaces because churches could not hold the crowds.
His sermons were passionate, practical, and direct. He preached against gambling, corruption, and violence while
encouraging charity, honesty, and reconciliation between enemies. Italy at the time was divided by political feuds and
family rivalries, and Bernardine often succeeded in persuading hostile groups to make peace publicly after his sermons.
Because of his wisdom and reputation, Bernardine was offered positions as bishop several times. Each time he refused,

believing his true calling was to remain a humble traveling preacher.

Later in life, Bernardine became a major leader of the Franciscan Observants and helped reform many monasteries by
restoring discipline, prayer, and simplicity. He trained younger friars who later became important religious leaders
themselves. Even in old age and poor health, Bernardine continued traveling and preaching across Italy. In 1444,
while journeying through central Italy, he became seriously ill and died on May 20, 1444, surrounded by fellow friars
and admired by the people who considered him a living saint.

His influence remained enormous after his death. Miracles were reported at his tomb, and devotion to him spread
rapidly. In 1450, only six years after he died, Pope Nicholas V canonized him as a saint. He is considered the patron
saint of advertising, public relations and communications due to his skilled, persuasive preaching.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter

15




image16.jpeg
* Good News May 2026 *

Reflection of The Word

Consecrated in Truth
“Ido not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They do not belong to the
world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth.” Jobn 17: 15-17

Reflect today on Jesus’ twofold mission to consecrate his disciples and, by extension, us. Our consecration begins with
hearing, understanding, and believing the Word of God. This form of consecration prepares us for the deeper
consecration we experience through Jesus’ Paschal Sacrifice. To be consecrated in truth by His Passion and
Resurrection means we are united to Him. We die to sin and rise in new life with Him. In this consecration, His
sacrifice becomes our sacrifice, and His prayer becomes one prayer. By belonging to the Truth, we are not only
transformed into instruments of His love and holiness; we are also empowered to carry His truth into the world,

continuing the mission He entrusted to His disciples.

Lord of all Truth, You not only reveal the truths of Heaven and Earth, but You are the Truth, the Eternal Word of the
Father. Please consecrate me in the truths of our faith and by drawing my whole being into the Sacrifice of your Cross
by which you sanctify the wortld. Jesus, I trustin You!

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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June Children's Birthdays

Amelia Oster

Brayden Burkett

14

Annrose Antony

21

Malcolm Lafrenaye

William Crowder
Alice Chapman

28

Beaumont Smith

Lilianna  Giese

Carmelo Golisano
Lucy Fleisher

Nolan Mohn
Luke Cancro

Connor Healey

Wyatt Snell

15

22

Colin Dupuis

Katie Benton

29

A.T. Fernandez
Emmy Bode

William Holt

Aidan Howell

Lauren Bly
Ross Edwards

16

Ryan Foley

Elija Howard

23

Sydney Carnes

Mallorie Cafarella
Eleanor Houghtaling

30

Brock Loving
Gavin Gilhooly
Kara Holmes
Madelyn Ellis
Jackson Gladfelter

Greyson Jessee

Riley Haskins

10

Brennan Howell

Everette Griffin

Giulianna Keck

17

24

Avery Apostolides

Liam Landry

11

18

Zoey Vandeginste

25

Charlotte Smith

Addison Toots

12

James McGrath

19

26

Mirea Gallina

Charlotte Cutright

13

Dylan Snell

20

27

Allessio Keck
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June
Adult
Birthdays

7/
Sharon  Phillips
Joseph  Roos
Roberta Stephens
Lizann  Jones
Kate Chittum
Dustin  Bullara
Katie O'Malley
Alice Florey
14
Vera Irmen
Bob Samaco
Ron Faw
Barbara Wolf
Lynelle  Moyar
John Little
Jonas Osorto
Jason Cruz
Nicholas Kitten
Zachary Hazelwood
John Tracy
Alexandra Mader
Jacob Clary
Aiden Gowland
Emily Thompson
Meredith  Harris
Scott Thompson
Alison  Colenda
Nadia Cozier
21
Eileen  White
Terry Crowl
Wendy  Whitaker
Kay Kay  Clark
Ray Reaux
John Swierczewski
Jeff Harris
Donna  Kendrick
Mike Wood
Lucie Fink
Jessica  Gould
James  Stilwell
Dominic  Balducci
Abbey  Myers
Jordan  Linklater
Sophia  Bowman
28
Tad Stilwell
Ana Arias
Janice Moritz
Lou Davidson
Gregory Lee
Myra Hudencial
Ann Andrade
Daryl Walczak
Drew Spain

Christopher Gefell
Meredith Popp
Brigid Jacoby

1
Grayle Hunley
Huong Hoang
Sharon Green
Tricia Talley
Deanne Billcheck
Michael Strobach
Erin Alfrod

Patrick Buhse
Shannon Birmingham
Rebecca Sauls

8
Alex Kusmin
JoAnn  Bonelli
Tyler  Carter
Emily  Jackson
Addison Lahrman
Emma Thurston
David Brancato
15
Nic| paragna
Richard Tate
Kristi  Lane
Scott  Wyatt

Lisa Gilman
Jeanine Schenack

Mary  Vietmeier
Emily  Dompkowski
22
Loretta Sitter
Joyce  Dunaway
Andrea Coyle
Dawn Mast
Adam  Cherry
Ally Martin
Marlon Silva
Eric Kelly
Gabrielle Davis
Claire  Davis
Charley Epps
Abbey Ritter
29
Jean Edwards
Robert Zehringer
Donald Underwood
Larry  Robertson
Susan  Seifert
James Holt
Sarah  Abraham
Kyle Respass
Carlos  Salinas
Vanessa Bethke
Elise Borghi
Steven Gaberdiel

Joseph
Chris
Elyse
Robin

Maureen
Ramil

Andrew

Cassie

Kaylee

Joseph

Margaret
Honora
Renee

Julie
Maureen
Cecelia
Raymond
Daniel
Ryan
Brandon
Emily

Deborah
Miky
Andy

Michelle

Lisa

Jonathan
Robin
Mya

Angelo

Charlotte
Charles
Marianne
Vi
Heidi
John

2
Massino
Bevan
Gefell
Smith
Logsdon
Ibanez
Morrin
Crone
Moore
Ryan

9
Snider
Reger
Kandravi

16
Sions
Vayette
Peay
Mallory
Davis
Kocik
Gaugler
Maxson

23
Sherrod
Reaux
Lawrence
Gilhooly
Camacho
Dzielak
Kelley
Goodman
Bailey

30

Martin
Burnette
Mcintyre
Nguyen
Chew
Babik

Irene
Emil
Susan
Matt
Robert
Sara

David
Wynn
Debora
Christine
Madison
Patrick

Isabel
Franz

Dennis
Christine
John
Kim
Steven
Melissa
Monica
Elizabeth
Joseph

Jackie
Tori

Kelsey
Brianna

Patricia
Meredith
Tammie
Terri
Rebecca

3
Bak
Deliberto
Darling
O'Brien
Kendrick
Vandegrinste

10

Berlin
Girard
Ward
Sorokowski
Crown
Shadoyan
Li
Yabut

17

lore
Stilwell
Ryan
Davis
Terrell
Haskins
Helmick
Call
Gomes
McKernin

Vanlandingham

Thompson
Velasco

24
Laughlin
Monaghan
Darko
Keesler
Wilmoth

Christopher Dip

Christie
Jonathan

Bullara
Stringfellow

4
Pamela Phipps
Rich Falcone
Chris Aitken
L Alley
Mitchell  Bode
Salvatore Volo
Ella Hennick
Jacob Ayres
11
John Parra
Rosemary Hayes
Cassie Gerloff
Duncan  Bevan
Cary Bevan
18
Richard Blukis
Martin Thomas
Teresa Keck
Carolyn  Wright
Jane Townsend
Mila Brehm
Collin McKernin
Mary Petrizzi
Nathan = Weik
25
Michael  Miller
Patricia  Lahrman
Trent Welstead
Lisa Edwards

Felipe
William
Phil
Tim
Joe
Sean
Michael
Marissa

5
Querimit
Gilhooly
Martin
Curran
Verdelotti
Hackney
Crea
Edwards

Kassandra Lopez

Paul

Grace
Jenelyn

Sue
James
Ralph
Charlie
Joseph
George
Colin

Viary
Joshua
Teagan
Tanner

Andrew

Stephen

Merrick
Joseph
James
Layne
Brady

Ziolkowski
Li
Gonzales

12
Bowman
Bunger
Jones
Soto
Vietmeier
Crone
Neylon

19
ega
Donohue
Gilhooly
Moore

26
Berberich
Donohue
Avery
Mundy
Henderson
Courter
Poisant

6
Norman Reyburn
Ann
Jennifer Wood
Brian Letourneau
Connor Borysewicz
Ashley Ebert
Kennedy Epps

Balducci

Brett  McDonough
13
Sandra Blatnik
Diane  Williams
Yvonne Allen
Hope Mason
Tim Beatty
John  Wilkins

Shawn Shreffler

Tabitha Crea
Erica
Luis  Vasquez

Chelsea Young

Licari

Joanne Acebo
Brooke Verdelotti

William Engel
20
David oodwin
Randy Mohn
Denise Durgin
Ellen  Spain
Michelle Sartori
Greg Benton
Sean  Kilduff

Lindsey Pritchett
Nicholas Goodwin

Tyler  Wright
Brett Wright
Peyton Ellinghaus
Faucel Inocencio
27

Eleanor Mourino
Maggie Tinney

Susan  Elrod
Donald Fink
Kendall Morris
Daniel Dickey
Rosanna Amato
Jessica  Gemmill

Ashley Phipps
Matthew Worland
Alexander Vela

Jack  Goleski

Connor Vayette
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June Wedding
Anniversaries

Roger & Carol Riley 51
Tim & Chris Cook 40

Frank & Anna Volo 39

Lawrence & Judy

51,
Cunningham
T
om & Mary %
Deaner
Kevin & Kathi
- 29
Harrison

Lisa & Dan Stough 18

BJ & Julia Crowder 12

William & Lisa 18
Agee
Ri
ichard & Joyce 57
Hollaway
Robert & Mary
40
Ashby
Bri?n & Polly 2
Siegman
Chris & Stephanie 12
Steinbacher
28
Arthur & El
rthur & Eleanor

Mourino

Greg & Pat Austin 46

willi
illiam & Ann %
Russell
Ri
andy & Theresa %0
Ferrance
Mehmet & Kathy
29
Eker

Chris & Amy Allen 23

David & Ann
Lass

Michael &
Theresa
Henderson

Patrick & Evelyn
Atkins

8

Matt & Beth
Pastore

Thom & Jean
Damiano

Richard &
Susan
Newcomb

Robert & Judith
Layton

Frank & Cecilia
Picone

29

Pat & Jennifer
Larson

Laurie & Joshua
Richman

35

13

35

24

John & Donna Lux

Steve & Christy
Evanko

9,

Mike & Kate Poprik

William & Dana
Brereton

Wayne & Dorothy
Luck

Brad & Anne Sims

Leman & Amy
Stamper

30

Michael & Robin
Smith

48

25

19

25

37

28

36

Stephen & Katherine
Donahue

Michael & Debbie
Zmuda

10

Robert & Bettye
Duggan

Michael & Michelle
Elliott

Mike & Kris Beshada

Chris & Clary
Michelle

Michael & Crescent
Apostolides

37

31

37

37

32

31

26

Ed & Wendy Whitaker

Stephen & Katherine
Mulvaney

Michael & Sally
Mathias

11

David & Genevieve
Goodwin

Dan Timberlake &
Paula Otto

Wes & Teresa Keck

Christopher & Kim
Balducci

50

43

10

38

38

43

32

Richard &
Jacqueline
Linklater

Allen & Courtney
Scherer

Tim & Cathy Van

Drew
i

Henry & Catherine
Boggess

John & Carol
Ziolowski

Robert & Lee
Jewell

Robert &
Maryann
Campbell

David & Janice
Hopper

Christopher &
Kristen Houston

28

22

22

33

39

61

43

Bruce & Elaine
Wood

Grayle & Myrlina
Hunley

13
E.B. & Paula
Gaidos

Michael & Leslie
Debruyn

Edward &
Catherine Cary

Edward &
Katherine Buhse

Jon & Paulette
Lewis

Tommy & Judy
Adkins

Jennifer & &rew
Schrecengost

James & Amy
Kasper

Michael & Shari
Miler

Greg & Debbie
Laux

46

35

62

45

45

39

28

23

34
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

May 2026

From the Desk of Father Jim

Congratulations to Redeemer Parish Community.
In this Good News, I'd like to highlight two blessings bestowed upon

our parish. First, this month we celebrate our soth anniversary. We
have come to the culmination of a wonderful year of well-planned
activities. I am most grateful for the work of the anniversary
committee and those who have assisted them in many ways.

Today, we stand ata threshold. Fifty years means time has passed - but
italso means people have been introduced, generation after
generation, into a life "in Christ.” This begins through baptism,
strengthened by the Eucharist, nourished by the Sacraments, guided
by prayer, and blessed with countless moments of generous grace. A
parish anniversary isa moment to ask: What has the Lord been doing
among us? What is the Lord asking us to continue now?

Above all, a parish’s anniversary isa call to continued mission doing
the work of Christ. Over the years, the Gospel has been proclaimed

and reflected on, a source of challenge and comfort in changing times.
Throughout it all, what is commonly known as the"Redeemer Spirit,” has grown in strength. A defining
characteristic of this 'Spirit' alive is the inviting community you have become and the 'shining light' of outreach you
are, a blessing to so many people near and far.

Our anniversary is not only celebrating past zeal but continuing it with renewed courage - a place where faith grows,
prayer is lively and inclusive, and charity is active, even when times were tough on the home front with a young parish
struggling to 'get by.” On this anniversary, we celebrate a half-century of grace for a living community rooted in
Christ, where love and communion have flourished.

The second blessing I wish to mention is the recent arrival of a gift to Redeemer, a beautiful statue of the Blessed
Mother, Our Lady of Fatima. In the summer of 2024, a family approached me about doingsomethingspecial for our
parish. Once a decision was made about the new statue, I contacted Dixon Studios in Staunton, Virginia. Redeemer
and I have worked with them on several occasions. Over a period of two years, a design was decided and the work
began, carved out of wood in the Val Gardena district of Italy, renowned for skilled woodcarvers and passing down
the trade through generations. She arrived tous by way of Virgin Atlantic Airlines. The statue's new home is
on a beautiful base created by a talented parishioner. Iinvite you to spend some time in prayer and quiet before our
Blessed Mother of the Church and intercessor to Her Son, our Lord.

Mary, Queen of Peace, Pray for Us!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Celebrating Father Jim

It was forty years ago this month that James Michael Cowles took his priestly vows and was ordained by Bishop Walter
Sullivan.
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We celebrated Father Jim's four decades of service with a special blessing, chocolate chip cookies (his favorite), a
surprise visit from his two brothers and sister, and several amazing gifts. Money to fund the gifts came from several of

the parish’s S0th anniversary activities, including t-shirt sales, Oktoberfest, and Redeemer Royale, and several generous
donors.

We Thank Father Jim For His Devotion To Our Parish.
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The parish gifted Father Jim with $1,000 in donations to his favorite charity and a trip to Rome. Father Jim has never
been to Rome, and Pope Leo was on hand at the 10:00 mass to personally invite him to the Vatican!
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