[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
image7.jpg
% Good News March 2026 ’P

Local Charities Recipients from No Room At the Inn

Two local charities that help our neighbors experiencing housing insecurity were the recipients of our annual No
Room at the Inn event. Moments of Hope provides emergency shelter and a food pantry, serving Hanover,
Henrico, and North Richmond. Mechanicsville Churches Emergency Functions (MCEF) provides emergency
rent to prevent eviction in Hanover. Each group received $14,000. The No Room at the Inn event has
distributed more than half a million dollars both locally and in Haiti since its inception in 2008.
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Pictured L to R: Susan Darling, co-chair of the No Room Committee; Nelson Parker, CEO of Moments of Hope
Outreach; Fr. Jim; Gladys Hubert, Pat Hubert, CEO of MCEF; Karen Tucker, Treasurer of MCEF
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Protecting Ourselves and One Another: Avoiding Email and Phone Scams

Scams are becoming more common and more
sophisticated. Many of them arrive through email,
text messages, or phone calls that appear to come
from trusted sources—banks, delivery services,
government agencies, or even church leaders. These
scams aim to trick people into giving away personal
information or sending money.

As a church community, we look out for one

another. A little awareness can go a long way in
protecting ourselves and helping others avoid
becoming victims.

1. Be Cautious of Urgent Requests

Scammers often create a sense of urgency. You might receive a message saying your account will be closed immediately,
a package cannot be delivered, or someone needs money right away.

Take a moment to pause. Legitimate organizations rarely demand immediate action without giving you time to verify
the request.

2. Never Send Gift Cards or Money on Request

One common scam involves someone posing as a pastor, staff member, or friend asking you to purchase gift cards or
send money quickly. These messages often say the person is busy in a meeting or traveling.

Church leaders and legitimate organizations will never ask for money or gift cards through email or text
messages.

3. Verify Before You Respond

If you receive a message that seems unusual—even if it appears to come from someone you know—verify it through
another method.

Call the person directly using a phone number you already have or speak to them in person. Do not rely on phone
numbers or links provided in the suspicious message.

4. Watch for Suspicious Email Addresses

Scammers often use email addresses that look almost correct but contain small differences. For example, a message may
appear to come from a pastor or a company but actually originates from a slightly altered email address.

If something feels off, take a closer look at the sender’s address.
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5. Do Not Click Unknown Links or Attachments

Emails or texts may contain links that claim to track packages, confirm bank activity, or provide invoices. Clicking
these links can lead to fake websites designed to capture your passwords or personal information.

When in doubt, go directly to the organization’s official website instead of clicking the link.

6. Be Careful with Personal Information

Never give out sensitive information—such as Social Security numbers, bank details, passwords, or verification
codes—over email or to an unexpected caller.

Legitimate institutions will not ask for this information in unsolicited messages.

7. Hang Up on Suspicious Calls

If a caller pressures you for personal information or payment, it is perfectly acceptable to hang up. If the call claims to
be from a bank, government agency, or company, call the official number listed on their website to verify.

8. When in Doubt, Ask Someone

If you are unsure about a message or phone call, talk with a trusted family member, friend, or church staff member
before responding. Scammers rely on catching people off guard. Taking time to check with someone else can prevent
costly mistakes.

A Faithful Reminder

Scripture reminds us that wisdom and vigilance are part of faithful living. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says, “Be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16). As stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us—our
time, our money, and our personal information—we are called to act with both kindness and prudence. By staying
alert and helping one another recognize scams, we protect not only ourselves but also the wider community God has
placed us in.
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COURT REDEEMER’'S ANGELS #2456

SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE

Eligibility: Deadline:
Church of the Redeemer May 8, 2026

(Mechanicsville, VA)
High School Seniors
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Journey Rosary Beads Support Religious Vocations

We wanted to share this beautiful initiative, as it has been so well received, and the physical and spiritual journey of the

Journey Rosary Beads has been incredibly inspiring.

The Poor Clare Sisters of Barhamsville handcrafted and blessed 50 unique sets of Journey Rosary Beads for this
initiative. Each set is one of a kind and includes a numbered charm. The initiative has been so well received, and the

physical and spiritual journey of the Journey Rosary Beads has been incredibly inspiring.

We now have only 10 sets of the SO sets remaining. The attached map shows where the rosaries have been prayed

during the one month since this journey began.
100% percent of the proceeds support religious vocations within the Diocese of Richmond.

You can learn more by visiting the website - www.redeemersangelscda.org and then clicking on "Journey Beads” on the

top right.
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Journey Rosary Beads, each
handcrafted and blessed by the
‘Poor Clare’s Monastery in
- Barhamsville, Virginia,

e 5 NOWAVAILABLE for those who.

~ wish to begin - OR, givea speclal

Journey
Rosary Beads

Only a few sets available of the 50 rosaries i

handcrafted by Poor Clare Sisters
are available
100% of proceeds go to support
Religious Vocations
within the Diocese of Richmond, VA

spmtual journey: to someone else.

TO ORDER YOUR* SET

% $20 each
© Email - cda2456@gmail.com
OR VISIT e
www.redeemersangelscda.org
& click on “Journey Beads”

+
o

) |
www.redeemersangelscda.org
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Gospel Reflection

Jesus’ Human & Divine Love
The Fifth Sunday of Lent

When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus
saw her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply
troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus wept.
(John 11:32-35)

Jesus is moved by the grief around him and shows his humanity clearly in today’s Gospel. He became deeply troubled
and eventually “wept.” As God, Jesus saw death as never a part of the Father’s original plan for humanity. From His
perspective, death was a consequence of sin and deeply troubled his human heart.

Why did Jesus weep? Saint Paul reminds us in Hebrews: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet withoutsin.” (Hebrews
4:15). Jesus’ tears display to us that the Holy Trinity knows human pain firsthand. He grieves when we grieve, shares
in our pain, and is moved by the hold sin has on us.

Reflect today on Jesus” humanity and His deep empathy for our suffering. Ponder His humanity and let His closeness
draw you to Him, giving you a share in His divine life.

Most compassionate Lord, You experienced human nature in its fullness. Though You never sinned, You allowed
Yourself to feel the effects of our sin and suffering, filling them with Your divine compassion. Help me to always
remember Your humanity, knowing that through it, I come to share in Your divinity. Jesus, I trust in You!

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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St. Katharine Drexel
Feast Day March 3rd

Katharine Drexel was a Catholic religious sister, missionary, and educator who
dedicated her life and fortune to serving African American and Native American
communities in the United States. She was born in Philadelphia in 1858 into a
wealthy and deeply faithful family. Her father, banker and philanthropist Francis
Anthony Drexel, taught his daughters that their wealth should be used to serve
others. The Drexel home was known for its generosity, as the family regularly
opened their doors to people in need. These early experiences shaped Katharine’s
lifelong commitment to charity and justice.

As a young woman, Drexel became increasingly aware of the severe poverty and discrimination faced by Native
Americans and African Americans. During a trip to Vatican City in 1887, she asked Pope Leo XIII to send more
missionaries to serve Native American communities in the United States. The pope challenged her with a question
that would change her life: “Why not become a missionary yourself?” After prayer and discernment, Katharine
decided to dedicate her life fully to religious service. In 1891, she founded the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, a
religious order devoted to the education and spiritual care of African Americans and Native Americans. Using much
of her personal inheritance, Mother Katharine and her sisters established schools, missions, and churches in
underserved communities across the country. They worked in the South, the Southwest, and on Native American
reservations, providing education at a time when many schools were segregated or unavailable to minority
communities.

Opver the course of her life, Drexel helped found or support more than 60 schools and missions. One of her most
lasting contributions was the founding of Xavier University of Louisiana in New Orleans in 1925, the only
historically Black Catholic university in the United States. She also established schools for Native American children in
states such as Arizona and New Mexico, ensuring that students received both academic education and religious
formation. Her work focused not only on education but also on promoting dignity, faith, and opportunity for
communities facing systemic injustice.

After a lifetime of prayer, service, and leadership, Katharine Drexel died in 1955 at the age of 96. Her example of
generosity and commitment to justice continues to inspire the Church today. Katharine Drexel was canonized as a
saint of the Catholic Church on October 1, 2000, by Pope John Paul I in Vatican City. St. Katharine Drexel is the

second American-born saint. She is the patron saint of racial justice and philanthropists.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

March 2026

From the Desk of Father Jim

As the years begin to accumulate in one’s life, many people find
themselves saying, “Wow, time is passing by so quickly!”1, for
one, utter those words several times a year as the seasons
transition. Can you believe we are well into the month of March,
and spring will soon be upon us? I have wonderful memories as
a child where the passing of time was seldom ever a concern. My
focus was not so much on where the time went, but rather looking

forward to something yet to come; a birthday, Christmas, Easter,

the end of the school year and summer vacation.

Time is one of God’s most precious gifts to us — a steady, silent
current carrying us toward eternity. In the Catholic view, time is
not merely something to be “spent” or “lost,” but a sacred space
in which God’s grace unfolds. Every moment is an invitation to
grow in love, to repent, to serve, and to draw closer to God.

The passing of time reminds us of our mortality, yet it also points
to hope. The Church encourages us to see each season of life as

purposeful: youth for learning and zeal, maturity for service and
stewardship, and old age for wisdom and deeper union with God.
Rather than fearing time’s passage, we can embrace it as a promise. When we live with this awareness, even ordinary days
become holy ground filled with possibilities.

The season we are about to enter, spring, is our season of hope, holding a promise that change is coming for the better.
Spring signifies coming out of darkness and living more in the light. We are moving from longer nights to longer days.
Research even suggests that for many people, extended daylight boosts mood, attention, well-being, and energy. This is
certainly God’s seasonal gift we should all look forward to! The season of spring symbolizes new beginnings, personal
renewal, and spiritual rebirth. Welcome spring and thank you God for this new season!

Heavenly Father, Creator of all seasons and beanty, we thank you for the gentle awakening of spring.
As flowers bloom and earth renews, renew our hearts with Your grace.
May the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, shine upon us, bringing hope and new life. Amen!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Parishioners Helping Parishioners

“Will you let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.”

The Servant Song comes to mind as the S0th
Redeemer Anniversary Homecoming
committee plans the last of our service projects
for the year- long celebration of our parish.

Throughout our history, our parishioners have
volunteered to work throughout the Richmond
area, partnering with other faith and community

groups.

I remember working somewhere in deep Chesterfield, clearing brush and trash so a path could be made giving
students in that special school access to the beauty of nature beyond. Sometimes we wore red Redeemer shirts and
sometimes the organization gave us ones. The only thing that mattered was the joint efforts to help other people in our
community.

This time, we want to help each other in our parish family. So, the outreach program is really an “inside
reach” within our community, setting aside a few precious hours to help people you may see at mass or
perhaps you’ve never met.

The idea is that some of us have reached an age where doing simple things like raking leaves or climbing a ladder to
change an overhead light bulb are not necessarily easy tasks. If you have a broken wrist or a bad knee, cleaning your
flower bed or planting your favorite annuals takes hours over several days.

Thus, the point is we’re looking for parishioners who could use a hand for an hour or so, and parishioners of all ages
who can assist in various tasks. It’s a great bridge-building project as well! If you’re a 10:00 parishioner, you may not
recognize anyone who attends 5:30 mass, and you, early rising 8:00 mass people, may see some early 10:00 o’clockers

passing in the parking lot.

A two-sided commitment form will be in the March 21/22 worship aid for you to register, and it will be available in a
bin on the tables outside the office. If you know someone who can’t get out, please take a copy to them.

Plan to wear your anniversary t-shirt, any Redeemer shirt, or your favorite work apparel, a smile, and
bring your water bottle. Meet at Redeemer Genesis Hall, Sat, April 25, 8:45 for a short prayer
and receive your assignments.

“We are pilgrims on a journey; we are travelers on the road;
We are bere to belp each other walk the mile and bear the load.”
Martha O’Keefe
Chair, SO0 RAH Committee




image3.jpg
&‘ Good News March 2026 q‘

ANNIVERSARY -
Webeoming aff for 50 gears

1976 - 2026

50" Anniversary Concluding Weekend

Our year-long celebration marking Redeemer’s 50t anniversary concludes the weekend of May 15
17%. Join your fellow parishioners as we celebrate our rich history and look forward to continuing
our journey together as a vibrant, caring, and loving faith community.

Friday, May 15

We start the weekend with an adults-only formal dinner. Take a trip down memory lane as you visit the history
displays in our classrooms. Enjoy cocktails and appetizers before a delicious catered dinner with chicken, beef, and
vegetarian options. Music will be provided by our own Cindy Jennings.

Tickets are just $25. Cocktails charged by the drink. Tickets will be on sale after masses April 11-12 and 18-19.

Sunday, May 17

10:00 a.m. Anniversary Mass celebrated by Bishop Knestout

11:30 a.m. Parish Picnic with multicultural family favorites (sign up on sheets outside the office)
Noon Redeemer Rocks Talent Show and entertainment by juggler and magician Jonathan Austin

Games for all ages, a bouncy house, and music by D] Randy continue until 2:00 p.m.
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Knights Host Lenten Seafood Dinner

The Redeemer Knights of Columbus Seafood Dinner was a huge success — serving over 175 people with delicious
seafood and community fellowship.

A special thank you to Catholic Daughters Court Redeemer's Angels for the amazing desserts that made the night

even sweeter!

It was truly the perfect Friday night during Lent — faith, food, and fellowship at its best.
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We’ll miss you, Kathy Pasch!

Kathy Pasch and I go back almost 25 years, first becoming acquainted when she was the aide in an elementary school
special education class and I was the school counselor. Everyone was drawn to her good humor, positive connection to
the kids and deep faith. We were thrilled to discover our common bond with Church of the Redeemer! It’s my sad
honor to facilitate this “exit interview” as she and her husband, Jeff, prepare for a move to Texas to be nearer their

children and grandchildren.

Kathy and Jeff joined the Redeemer family when they moved here from Littleton,
Colorado in 1998 to help her mother, who then moved in with them due to poor
health and also attended Mass at Redeemer. Kathy had been teaching CCD at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church, their parish in Colorado, so it was natural for her to seek
volunteer opportunities at Redeemer. That church and Blessed Sacrament, the
parish where she grew up in Savannah, GA were very beautiful and traditional, but
she said they came to love Redeemer as the people were so welcoming, the Mass so
uplifting and the choir amazing. Someone heard Kathy singing and told her she had a
beautiful voice and should join the choir, which she did. She was preparing to teach

CCD when her mother had a serious heart attack and required more of her time and

attention.

Kathy became disabled at age 47 and had to stop singing in the choir but deeply appreciated the faith and support of
her family — who filled two pews by then — and her Redeemer friends throughout numerous life-threatening illnesses
and surgeries. Over the years as her health improved she became a Eucharistic minister and lector. She began reading

the Bible during her illness and loves reading “God’s Words” aloud now at Mass.

Kathy and Jeff will miss their Redeemer family, Fr. Jim and Deacons Chris, Ron and Bill. She credits Fr. Jim with
bringing her son and daughter-in-law back into the church. When she left Blessed Sacrament, she couldn’t imagine
being happy anyplace else. St. Mary’s was nice, but now she says their final Sunday at Redeemer will be the most
difficult as she will miss everything about it and Mechanicsville in general, where they raised both kids who eventually
attended VCU and UVA. They’re currently house-hunting and “would really like to find our new church just like
Redeemer - praising God, welcoming, uplifting, helping the community, helping the needy in other countries, happy
and thriving fundraisers, dinner, BBQs, everything Redeemer is.” But ...parents never stop being parents, do we?”
They look forward to quality time with family and we wish them well, sending them off filled with Redeemer’s love,

prayers and happy memories as they enjoy making new ones in the years ahead.

Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter
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* Redeemer Remembers — June 1992 *

-We Gather Together..."

Mary Atkinson
Building Committee

"We gather together, to sing the Lord's praises..." cach weekend when we come together for liturgy. But just when
does the so-called "gathering" begin? When the first bars of the opening hymn are played? When the priest begins
his walk down the aisle? When the opening prayer is offered?

Actually, we begin gathering before any ofthese. We are coming together the minute
we set foot on church property, before we enter the doors to the worship Space, and
even before we enter the Commons. Have you noticed that the parking lot is designed
so that there is only one walkway? This was not anaccident; it was a deliberate design
to encourage parishioners to come together, to join with one another as they walk into
the church, a design to foster hospitality.

Hospitality is such an important part of liturgy that worship is truly incomplete
without it. Simple sign of friendship, such as saying "hello," a welcoming smile, a
friendly handshake, a warm hug, even a honk of a horn, help to create that special
atmosphere of genuine Christian hospitality that is needed to create a sense of "one body, one spirit" and thus set the
proper tone for liturgy.

Until recently, Catholics were taught to maintain an atmosphere of silence and prayer
at all time in the church building. Vatican I1, however, encouraged more active, more
G ET hospitable participation, emphasizing that "the laity are not to attend the liturgy as

ACQU Al N TE D strangers..." If we are not to be strangers at liturgy, we must be friendly and hospitable

to one another before liturgy begins.

f A\ R Visiting with the members of one's church family before liturgy starts--whether
: / ‘ outside the building, in the Commons, or even in the Worship Space itself--is an
importantand necessary part ofeach liturgy. It serves to make the community one with
each other. When we feel at home with our fellow worshippers, we enter into the spirit
of the liturgy more fully, we sing more loudly, we make our responses more
enthusiastically, we truly mean "peace be with you!" when we speak the words, we want to shout "Amen!" and we
come away feeling truly renewed.

It is difficult, however, to reach this plateau if we arrive at church just moments before liturgy is to begin or after it
is already under way. And just as there are different ways of showing hospitality, so too there are different ways of
welcoming one another at church. While we may actually shout a greeting to a friend outside the building, we may
not do so in the Commons, and perhaps our greeting after we enter the worship Space may be a bit more subdued than
they would be in the Commons.

What is important is not how we greet one another, but that we are open and responsive, welcoming and hospitable
to our friends, to newcomers, to visitors, to all who "gather together to sing the Lord's praises” with us at liturgy.





