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Welcome Back!!

COVID caused many interruptions here at
Redeemer. We at the Good News know this firsthand
as it has taken us time to get back on our feet and
once again return to delivering our monthly bright
light to all parishioners.

Similarly, the Welcoming Committee was sidelined as
we struggled through our pandemic-imposed
alterations of our ministries. Luckily, we are pleased
to report that the Welcoming Committee is back and
promises to be bigger and better than ever. Father Jim
along with Pastoral Council have reiterated how
tfundamental being a welcoming community is to our
parish identity.

Kathy Massino has generously stepped forward to
lead the newly reinvigorated committee, and many
enthusiastic volunteers have already gathered to begin
charting a course for this ministry. Parishioners
should expect to hear about numerous new activities
and events in the near future. Opportunities to
participate in the many aspects of Welcoming

Ministry will be also coming soon to a Commitment Form near you!

Finally, we would be remiss to not
take this opportunity to recognize
the years of service provided by
Vicki Beahm and Norey Reger as
stalwarts in this ministry. They are
an inspiration for all.
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Stewarding Our Ship

The three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasure are the principles of Catholic stewardship. “Stewarding
our Ship” is a featured column that will highlight ways to wisely give of our time, personal service
and/or financial resources in ways that serve God, our parish and others.

Jesus calls us as disciples — and disciples make conscious efforts to give of our first fruits, not from
what’s “left over.” How can we rearrange or rethink our lives such that we strive to serve God firse?
Look for future topics that cover how we can build our calendars around serving the church using

our physical gifts. Today we focus on the gift of time.

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
(Peter 4:10)

TIME - THE GREAT GIFT THAT’S MEANT TO BE SHARED
- BYLUANN ORIE

We may think we have limits on our treasure or our talents, but nothingis more finite than time.
Because of that, nothing is more va/uablethan time. God gives us all the same 24 hours daily — and
He calls us to use our time wisely and intentionally:

“Warch carefully then how you live, nor as toolish persons but as wise, making the
most of the gpportunity, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16

In stewardship, time is listed first in the three Ts (time, talent and treasure). Time is the key to all

accomplishments. Without the judicious use of time, neither money nor talent can produce fruits.

Have you considered how your time contributes to the deepening of your faith and the support of
our parish? I found 2 commentary on a website called “Bible Study for You” where the writer, only
referred to as “Pastor David,” prepared a list of Bible verses about time. He broke it down into the
categories listed below. I think this was a GREAT way to identify God’s guidance:

o Seizing the day o Prioritizing relationships
¢ Planning ahead e Embracing God’s will

e  Working hard e Serving others

e Resting well ¢ Gaining wisdom

God tells us we are responsiblefor using our time wisely — and that we are accountable for how we invest it. This
requires balancing our priorities between God, family, work and rest. What are the things that matter most as it
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relates to these four priorities? What will matter most in the light of eternity? Earthly life is limited, so God

heartens us to use our time on things that have lasting value.

Where does this lead us? Redeemer offers a multitude of opportunities to share our time in meaningful ways. I
won’t point to specific ministries in this article. Instead, I hope this might prompt you to examine where you
might be of service to our parish. God knows your heart and what is possible — and that will help you prioritize
whether your time can be shared intermittently or regularly. Find what interests you. Become part of a shared
community. Make a commitment. We need you!

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans. — Proverbs 16:3

Many are the plansin a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose tha t prevails. — Proverbs 19:21

Congratulations!!

e - =Y
e

Haley Flounders, daughter of parishioners Jeft & Shannon
Flounders, graduated in May from Parson’s School of Design
in NYC. Her goal is to get a position in the fashion industry
in New York City.
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Saint of the Month

Saint Benedict-July 11

Saint Benedict of Nursia (c. 480—547 AD) is known as the father of Western
monasticism and remains one of the most influential saints in the history of the
Church. Born in Nursia, Italy, he was sent to Rome to pursue his education as
ayoung man. Troubled by the moral and spiritual decline he encountered
there, Benedict chose to leave behind worldly ambitions and dedicate his life
completely to God. He withdrew to a life of prayer and solitude near Subiaco,
where his deep faith and wisdom began to attract others seeking spiritual
guidance.

As more disciples gathered around him, Saint Benedict established several
monastic communities, culminating in the founding of the Abbey of Monte
Cassino around 529 AD. There, he developed a way of life centered on prayer,
work, study, and community. Benedict believed that every aspect of daily life

could become an opportunity to grow in holiness. His leadership fostered
communities where humility, obedience, charity, and hospitality were practiced as expressions of faithful
discipleship.

Saint Benedict's greatest legacy is the Rule of Saint Benedict, a spiritual guide that has shaped monastic life for
more than fifteen centuries. Grounded in Sacred Scripture, the Rule calls believers to seck God through a balanced
life of prayer, meaningful work, and loving service to others. Although written for monks, its timeless wisdom
continues to inspire clergy, religious, and lay faithful who desire to live with greater purpose, discipline, and trust
in God's providence.

The Church honors Saint Benedict not only for the monasteries he founded but also for the profound spiritual
influence he has had on Christian life and culture. Declared the Patron Saint of Europe by Pope Paul VI in 1964,
his example reminds us that lives rooted in prayer, humility, and faithful service can transtorm both individuals
and communities.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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Redeemer Celebrates Our 2026 High School Graduates

[Our June & July issues will celebrate our High School graduates]

Alex Baker
Mechanicsville High School

Next Step: J Sargeant Reynolds

Alex Brehm

Homeschool Graduate
Next Step: Continuing to study aviation and getting my pilot’s license

Favorite Bible Verse: Matthew 6:34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of
its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”
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Teagan Gilhooly
Atlee High School
Next Step: Radford University

Favorite Bible Verse: Philippians 4:4-7 This verse reminds me to be present in my relationship with God. I
turn to God in times I may feel afraid or scared, but also in times of great joy.

Sinobinna Nwobodo

Atlee High School
Next Step: Virginia Commonwealth University

‘What makes me happy? Something that makes me happy is creating stories and art,
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Joseph Ryan
Mechanicsville High School

Next Step: Virginia Military Institute

Noah Silver

Atlee High School
Next Step: Virginia Commonwealth University

Favorite Bible verse: Revelation 12:1 This is one of my favorite bible verses because it emphasizes how
important Our Lady is. The book of revelation interests me because there are so many parallels, mysteries,
and prophecies mentioned that have happened or yet to happen. It also reminds me to always stay vigilant
as we do not know when the final hour has come.
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THE REDEEMER KNIGHT'S “"SUMMER FOOD FOR KIDS"
PROGRAM IS IN FULL SWING AT THE HANOVER FOOD
BANK, LOCATED AT HANOVER EVANGELICAL FRIENDS
CHURCH ON ROUTE 360.

THE REDEEMER KNIGHT'S COUNCIL PROVIDES Y0 BAGS
OF SHELF-STABLE, KID-FRIENDLY FOOD EACH WEEK,
COVERING ALL ELEVEN WEEKS THAT LOCAL AREA
SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED FOR SUMMER VACATION.
THESE BAGS HELP ENSURE THAT CHILDREN IN OUR
COMMUNITY HAVE NUTRITIOUS FOOD WHEN SCHOOL
MEALS ARE UNAVAILABLE.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THIS IMPORTANT
MINISTRY, PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MCMA
(MECHANICSVILLE CATHOLIC MEN'S ASSOCIATION) AND
WRITE “FOOD FOR KIDS” IN THE MEMO LINE.

MAIL DONATIONS TO:
MCMA
8341 ELLERSON FARM DRIVE |
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 2311 Y
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Awoust Bivthdays & Awniveysavies

Due to unplanned difticulties, we will not be able to publish August Birthdays & Anniversaries in this issue. We

will publish them in our August edition along with the September Birthdays &

Anniversaries. We apologize for this inconvenience. Instead, please enjoy some l

Classic Church Bulletin Humor.

WE APOLOGIZE

Funny Church Bulletin Announcements

Church office will be closed on Monday. Halleluia. Halleluia.

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the altar.

Mr. Kevin Bradford has been appointed as our new Deacon. We could not get a better man.

Father Tim unveiled the church’s new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: 'T Upped My Pledge -- Up
Yours.'

The Choir will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the entire church.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community.

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm -- prayer and medication to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.

Next Thursday, there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get.

The class on prophecy has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.

The peace-making meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a conflict.

Let us join David and Lisa in the celebration of their wedding and bring their happiness to a

conclusion.
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From the Desk of Father Jim

Greetings to all and welcome to our July
edition of Redeemer’s Good News. I find it
hard to believe we are halfway through our
summer months. The slower pace I had
hoped for has not happened this year for
many reasons: Currently, much planning is
underway as we look ahead to another year
of OCIA. Thave also been meeting with
parish leadership to evaluate overall parish
catechesis and establish a schedule for Adult
Faith Formation. Work is also underway to
evaluate and breathe ‘new life’ into several of
our established ministries including
welcoming new parishioners, and
stewardship. The one additional ongoing

effort I wish to address is the developing
plan for an expansion of our parish facilities. This is one component of the long-term
Master Plan for Redeemer.

Many years prior to my atrival as pastor, a Master Plan for future development was
established. Elements of that plan are currently being considered as we look to the
future. In addition to proposed facilities expansion, parish staffing will be included,
as well as a five-year plan to address our aging HVAC systems with replacement. In

Share your Good News by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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regard to facilities expansion, a survey was distributed to the heads of all Redeemer
ministries asking for input on space usage and ideas for creating new space. Some of
the areas identified are: creating a new chapel for daily Masses and other smaller
gatherings, creating a ‘dedicated’ Reconciliation room, re-positioning the placement
of the Blessed sacrament chapel to make it more accessible to the current worship
space, creating a portico for the main entrance to church, and, with final Diocesan
approval, creating a columbarium for the cremated remains of our beloved deceased.

After extensive meetings with the ‘steering
committee’ of the pastoral council, the finance
council, the parish staff, and representatives of
our diocese, a building committee formed in
February with nine members. They are now
working with the architectural group Guernsey
Tingle from the Williamsburg area. Initially, six
proposals were presented to the committee for
consideration. At their June meeting, the
committee agreed to having a proposed master

plan completed by the end of this summer. The next phase will be meetings to keep
the Diocese informed and to align next steps with Diocesan expectations and
oversight.

The Redeemer Facilities Expansion Project and larger parish master plan continues
to move with a clearer focus: improving our spaces for worship and parish life, so the
building serves the mission of the Church in this community. Thank you for your
continued prayer as we move ahead. Further updates will be included in upcoming
issues of this newsletter.




image3.jpg
q‘ Good News July 2026 *

Never Too Young to Make a Difference

A goal of this past academic year for our youth in
grades 6 -12 has been to recognize the importance
of the EXIT sign when leaving Mass. The sign
represents our flesh becoming word. After hearing
.+ the Word of God
and receiving the
Body and Blood of
Christ in the
Eucharist, each
person departs,

striving to use
his/her body to show Jesus to others outside of the Church. Over
the past few weeks, many of our youth have done just that. In

June, Youth joined others

throughout the Diocese for a
workcamp held in Bristol and
Abington Virginia. Many others

stayed within our own parish to
assist with Vacation Bible School.
Most recently, six of our youth traveled to St. Meinrad Indiana to
dive deep into liturgical formation to learn more about the lay

ministry work that is needed during each Mass. Our church is in
good hands as the Holy Spirit is burning within the hearts of the

youths among us.
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By Their Deeds
Thank you, Robbie Prezioso!

It only takes one person in union with the Holy Spirit to keep the fire burning. The fire enflaming
the hearts of our youth has been fed by many catechists throughout the years. Robbie Prezioso has
served the youth of Redeemer for more than 15 years. His
commitment to learning about the Catholic faith and sharing it
with others is admirable. The past few years, he served as both a
catechist for the youth preparing for the sacrament of
Confirmation and a catechist for youth in grades 6 — 12. He
walked with
many of our
youth as a
sponsor for
their

confirmation,

travelled as a
chaperone to
many work camps and the One Bread One Cup

conference. He mentors youth as they serve in

liturgical ministries and encourages them to
participate in morning prayer with our adults.
Robbie Prezioso serves not through words but through his own example and genuine passion for
seeking truth. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus, a liturgical coordinator, usher, lector
and a long-time parishioner of Redeemer.

The youths, youth catechists, and youth minister of Redeemer want to say THANK YOU to Mr.
Prezioso for sharing his time with us.
We also want to thank his family for
supporting him in giving his time to
youth ministry. Robbie and Rose
Prezioso will be moving in August.
Please keep them in your prayers and
may we continue to allow the love they
showed this community burn in our

hearts.
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Redeemer Remembers - October 2001

Editors
Dawn Kelly
LeRoy Orie

Senior Youth Council
Kira Barcus

Darryl Boisseau
Stephanie Budd
Nathan Cunningham
Hitary Heim

Caitlynn Husz

Sean Kelly-McGeehan
Kevin Kunkowski
Sean O'Connor

Nikki Smith

{ Jenna Vicario

Michael Zanchelli

.. Junior Youth Council

Morgan Allen
Casey Brown
Preston Burcham
Michelle Cadieux
Nicole Cadieux
Dana Harvey
Brett Heim

Aaron Husz
Krystin Husz
Kyle Kelly
Rebecca Lippman
Evan G. Orie
Melisa Stilwell
William Zack

Stewardhip Council

Youth Representative
Mary Sprouse

Pastoral Council Youth
Representatives

Kelly Gerloff

Katie Stilwel!

Youth News IN BRief

October 2001

In this Month’s Issue

Events planned for this month include
LazerQuest, Movie Night, and a Richmond
Renegades game with a concert afterwards.
Kira Barcus submits another thought-
provoking article for “afterthought. LeRoy
Orie writes about the recent tragedies in our
country.

The Church of the Redeemer Youth web
site is still under construction. With
school starting our “web masters” have
been very busy, but are back to work and
hope to ready next month. The Youth
News will still be placed on the Internet
so visit us there -
www.churchredeemer.org!!

Youth Mass

October 28 is World Youth Day, Children‘'s Sabbath,
and the next Youth Mass. This mass will be planned
and coordinated by the 9th and 10th graders during
Religious Education. The Youth Mass will be
celebrated at 10:00 am on Sunday, October 28. Also this month,
Grades 9 & 10 will meet together for a Retreat at Redeemer. Both
sesssions will meet at 11:30 a.m. See the calendar for the
complete Religious Education schedule. If you haven't signed up
for RE yet, contact Terry Colville or Nancy Crosby in the office @
746-4911.





image6.jpeg
* Good News July 2026 *

Reflection of The Word

Transformed by God’s Word

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:13

He spoke to them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three
measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.

God’s grace operates like yeast — hidden but yet active — in
the heart, in the Church, and in the world. Just as yeast
elevates and expands flour and bread, so God’s Word elevates our spirit and makes us more like
Him.

Retlect today on the quiet ways God is at work within you, the Church and in the world.

Linda Kastleberg - Good News R eporter

Thank You from the Haiti Ministry

Called to "act justly, love tenderly” (Micah
6:8) we, the Church of the Redeemer, are
committed to a partnership with our sisters
and  brothers living under difficult
circumstances in Lascahobas, Haiti. Our goal
is to answer God's call by building
connections that will nourish and sustain

both the people of our parish and the families
of AFAL. Each partner can contribute to the other: Redeemer helps meet the basic needs of students
and women who are members of AFAL, who in turn can teach us much about living simply, growing
in faith, and what it means to see Christ in our brothers and sisters in Haiti. Your donations to our
Haiti School Sponsorship make education a reality for the children of Lascahobas. Thank you to
everyone who supported our Haiti School Sponsorship drive!




