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+4 Congratulations to Our High School Graduates 2025 14

Sophia Bennett Jonathan Chew

Daughter of Wendy & Christopher Bennett Son of Greg and Heidi Chew
Atlee High School Hanover High School

Next Stop: James Madison University Next Stop: University of Virginia
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Meghan Carr
Thomas Chew
Daughter of Michelle Yordy and Michael Carr Son of Greg and Heidi Chew
Atlee High School Hanover High School
Next Stop: James Madison University Next Stop: Georgia Military College
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Abigail Corey
Daughter of Jennifer Melton and Troy Corey
Atlee High School

Next Stop: North Carolina State University

Addison Crow

Daughter of Christy and Scott Crow
Atlee High School

Next Stop: Radford University

Katelyn Davidson
Daughter of Shawn & Krista Davidson
Mechanicsville High School

Next Stop: Virginia Tech

Melissa Gilman

Daughter of Lisa & Paul Gilman
Hanover High School

Next Stop: Randolph-Macon College
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Abigail Haskins
Daughter of Melissa and Andrew Haskins
Hanover High School

Next Stop: Randolph-Macon College

Emmett Patrick Lyle

Son of Heather and Malcolm Lyle
Hanover High School

Next Stop: ] Sargeant Reynolds

Janna Nwobodo
Daughter of Nkoli & Edwin Nwobodo

Atlee High School

Next Stop: University of Virginia

Finn O'Brien

Son of Matt and Carey O'Brien
Benedictine High School

Next Stop: James Madison University
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Luke Prince
Son of Patrick and Mercy Prince
Mechanicsville High School

Next Stop: George Mason University

Cameron Schubring

Son of Colleen and Bryan Schubring

Atlee High School

Next Stop: James Madison University
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Paige Siegman
Daughter of Brian and Polly Siegman
Hanover High School

Next Stop: Longwood University
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MCEF — Mechanicsville Churches Emergency Functions

The Lord’s Word at Work

The MCEF “Volunteer Information and Application” form includes the following verse from 1 John 3:17-18: “If
anyone has material possessions and sees bis brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”

MCEF President, Pat Hubert, takes these words very literally every, single day. He and his wife, Gladys, moved from
PA to VA in 2007 to be closer to their children and grandchildren. In 2008 Gladys began volunteering with MCEF in

the designated space behind the Episcopal

Church of the Creator on Mechanicsville
/,‘
Y

7/////1\\\\\ N ¥

happens to our material and financial donations — and how all those bags of food are sorted — just ask for a

Turnpike. Pat joined her in 2009 and became
President in 2011. All the donations from
local churches were not housed under one
roof, and the search for a permanent home
became Pat’s singular focus. His experiences

\\

as an elected leader in his town in PA, along

with owning his insurance agency, provided

///m

the organizational, marketing, business, and
networking skills that eventually led to
securing a permanent home for MCEF.

In case you've ever wondered what

tour of the facility and Pat is more than happy to oblige. It is absolutely amazing to see how streamlined the
operation runs between scheduling 100+ volunteers and several different ministries under one roof. The “OSS - One
Stop Shopping” -- includes a fully stocked grocery store, clothing closets for people of all ages from newborns to
adults, linen closet, Senior Rides and Financial Assistance and receives no government funding. Pat is proud to show
the Executive Board and Church Advisory Committees the monthly reports that detail numbers of clients served,
revenues in and out, annual audits and how seamlessly the team members collaborate to make it all Iook easy! He also
welcomes invitations to speak to groups about the many ways to become involved or make donations.

Butback to that fully stocked grocery store... When MCEF began around Thanksgiving in 1976 with just some pantry
items from three local churches — Redeemer, Messiah Lutheran, and Episcopal Church of the Creator — who would
have believed that eventually there would be 37 churches, individuals, businesses, and other organizations efficiently
working together for the greatest good of our friends and neighbors? Every item in every bag of groceries ends up on
carefully organized shelves in aisles exactly like a grocery store and clients with carts are escorted by a volunteer to
choose what they need or want within the logical quantity restrictions. They never get a pre-packaged bag of food, as
dignity is always paramount. Pat loves to cook and sometimes holds cooking classes to demonstrate different ways to
prepare even the simplest canned goods. His recipes and photos of the finished products are impressive!

There is SO much more to say about Pat and Gladys and their passion for helping MCEF meet the needs of our local
citizens quietly, respectfully, and in ways that ripple out beyond even their knowledge. While they are true servant
leaders, Pat emphasizes that they couldn’t do what they do if not for all the volunteers past and current whose

dedication weaves it all together. For more information visit MCEF on Facebook or on the web at: www.4mcef.com .
Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter
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What’s going on here?

Learn more in upcoming editions of the Good News!
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

July 2025

From the Desk of Father Jim

Celebrating our Youth

Opver the past two weeks or so I have been thinking a lot about the youth of
Redeemer and the incredible gift they are to all of us. Just two weeks ago, many of
our youth and older volunteers participated in the Vacation Bible School. The songs
they sang and danced to, the games and faith lessons they shared in, all brought a
welcome youthful spirit to our parish and their lives.

I'wish to thank all involved in making VBS a huge success once again.

Throughout the year, many of our youth are involved in the weekend liturgies by participating in most of the various
ministries. Quite often I hear comments from parishioners expressing how much they enjoy secing the youth actively
participating at Mass. Again, thanks to our wonderful youth Minister and the team of volunteers, our youth are
regularly encouraged.to share their unique gifts.

The Church and world need the faith, gifts, energy, and fresh ideas of young people. The entire Church must actively
empower our youth for their mission in the world. This is our special responsibility to the young generation. All our
efforts to promote an active discipleship and growth in Catholic identity must lead to mission for our youth.

I have heard it said many a time, ‘we’re investing in the future because the youth are the future of the Church.’ I
would say to that our youth ALREADY have gifts to give and important ways to serve and lead in the Church.
Supporting them in any way we can give the youth the opportunity to do things and share their gifts in the PRESENT
MOMENT.

On World Youth Day, 1996, Pope John Paul II captured the urgency of young people’s mission in our present
moment. “Young pilgrims, Christ needs you to enlighten the world and to show it the ‘path to life.” The challenge is to
make the Church’s *yes’ to life concrete and effective. The struggle will be long, and it needs each of you. Place your
intelligence, your talents, your enthusiasm, your compassion, and your fortitude at the service of life.”

By embracing the contributions of young people, the Church not only prepares for a vibrant future but also reflects
the dynamic and transformative nature of the Gospel. How do we invite young people into our lives and our spaces
with a desire to authentically know and listen to them? What are we doing well and how can we do even better in
serving the youth of Redeemer?

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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By Their Deeds

Tad Stillwell

When I ask Tad Stillwell what advice he would have for a new
parishioner and Redeemer he says, “Spend some time to understand
what opportunities are available - something will pop for you once you
see all that is available.” It makes sense that this advice would come from
someone whose parents met at Bob Jones University. His mother was
Baptist, and his father was raised Pentecostal but ended up going to a
Lutheran seminary. You come to understand that Tad has experienced
many varying faiths before converting to Catholicism when joining
Redeemer 39 years ago.

Born in Lakeland, Florida he moved around the country as a child as his

father took different assignments in North Carolina and Maryland. A
job in contract food service management with Marriott brought Tad to Richmond. After further work in that
industry with Aramark he decided to start out on his own, establishing his own pest control business.

I'ask Tad about what joining Redeemer was like in those days (mid-80’s) he states, “the parish was so small back then
that if you were new, you stood out like a sore thumb. I remember that Larry Thomas was trying to get me to join
Knights of Columbus after coming to mass for two weeks. We were coming from the Baltimore Diocese, so seeing a
priest (Father John DiGiorgio) with long hair and sandals was not what we were used to.”

It didn’t take the Stillwell’s long to feel very at home at Redeemer. He did end up joining the Knights and he and his
wife ended up heading the Community Life Ministry for many years. He also became a lector and spent over 20 years
as a Prayer Leader. Nowadays you are likely to find Tad in the church kitchen, as he tells me he finds the most
satisfaction from seeing communities coming together to enjoy a meal he has cooked.

Tad points to Joann Ritz as someone who inspired his stewardship journey. “She was managing a husband and five
children and leading a fledgling religious education program all by herself. She really led a quite large and decentralized
education program here, as religious ed was taking place in parishioner’s homes in those days.”

According to Tad what really makes Redeemer special is that it is “not your typical parish. Members are friendly at
first and want to get to know you. Once accepted everyone loves you. We just feel very connected and at peace when
being part of the Redeemer community. It really feels like home when you are here.”

Jobn Swierczewsks,
Good News Committee Chair
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There are many parishioners whose involve-
ment in the Easter liturgies, especially
during Holy Week, helped to make them
special. A big THANK YOU to Karen Carlson
for creating the beautiful banners, to
Thelma Netherland and Ann Beninghove for
sewing the catechumen's gowns, and to
Helen Blough for her artwork on the

Lenten worship covers.

Our extra seating was provided by the
Knights of Columbus, with the help of
Dave Wallo. Barbara Wallo and her group
are thanked for the delicious receptions
we enjoyed. Many thanks to a that group
of people who passed out the nail crosses
on Palm Sunday, the committee representa-—
tives who were examples of service in

the Holy Thursday foot washing, the group
of people who dramatized the gospel on
Good Friday, and those who were involved
in special processions throughout Holy
Week.

Marnie Tidd and the lectors and commenta-
tors; Julie Sions and the Eucharistic
ministers; Cindy Miller and the ministers
of music; Lewis Smith, Paul Byrnes, and
the ushers all put extra time and effort
into making the liturgies an enriched
faith experience, and it is all very much
appreciated.

For everyone whose contribution of time
and talent enhanced our Easter joy...
THANK YOU and God bless you!

- Roberta Martin

pienie,

— . - —— ——_ -

The Youth Mass at the 5:30 liturgy on
April 8 was a great success, and the
youth who planned this liturgy are to

be commended. THANK YOU to all of those
who helped and who participated in the
liturgy. We hope there will be more of
these liturgies in the future!

Youth Religious Education is over for this
year, but the Youth Council would like in-
put from you as to what summer activities
could be planned in addition to Youth
Softball.

A Youth Council Meeting will be held on
Sunday, May 7, at 6:00 p.m. at the church.

This year's Youth Convention will be held
July 14-16 at Lynchburg College. Again
this year, Redeemer will rent a van or a
motor home. Since new youth are being
encouraged to attend, seniors or those who

attended last year will have second choice.

Cost will be $60 per person, including
meals. Call Joann Ritz at 746-4911 or
746-1690 (home) if you are interested in
attending this year's convention.

Redeemer's young people will cohost the
Region VII Youth Day with St. Augustine's
youth at St. Augustine's in August. Plan
to take part in this day of fun!

"You've Got a Friend at Redeemer!" tee shirts are being sold
after liturgies to help set the theme - '"Making Friends" -
of this year's Annual Parish Picnic to be held Sunday, May
21, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on the church property. On this Sun-
day there will be only one liturgy, an outdoor mass at 11:00

\WNJne, @M. to which all parishioners are invited.

Lunch will be served from 12:30-1:30. Meat (hot dogs and

hamburgers) and drinks will be furnished.
(vegetable, salad, dessert) to share.

Each family is to bring a large covered dish
Games are planned from 1:30-3:00, and at 3:00
the drawing for Extravagan$a V will take place.

Entertainment will follow until closing

time. Winners of the Pastoral Council elections will also be announced at the picnic.

Rain date will be Sunday, June 4.
help.

Contact Paul Byrnes at 746-1245 if you would like to
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St. Bridget of Sweden
Feast Day July 23+
Patron Saint of Sweden

Bridget of Sweden, also known as Saint Birgitta, was a prominent 14th-
century mystic, author, and founder of a religious order. She is known for
her religious revelations, her advocacy for church reform, and her influence
on Christian art and spirituality.

Bridget, born in 1303, was the daughter of a wealthy governor who used his

riches to help the poor. Both parents were very devout. Her mother died when
Bridget was quite young, and she and her siblings were raised by their aunt.

At only 10 years old, Bridget experienced her first vision of Christ on the cross in his suffering. These visions would
continue throughout her life. She went on later to write about the revelations she received. Bridget married into the
Swedish royal family and raised eight children with her husband. They followed her father’s example of caring for
people in need. Of Bridget’s eight children, two died in infancy, and another two died in the Crusades. Two of their
surviving children were married, and another two joined religious life. One of those two became a saint and was
canonized St. Catherine of Sweden. When her husband died, she gave away her possessions and founded the
Bridgettine Order.

When Bridget learned of an epidemic in Rome, she made a pilgrimage there to care for the sick. While there, she spoke
out against the injustices she saw. Her words and actions influenced government and Church officials. During that
time, she wrote about her visions offering detailed descriptions. So that the men of her time would take her seriously,
she would need to prove that she was speaking the word of God. The way Bridget did this was to write down her
visions and study religious books so she could speak intelligently. She knew that men would only listen to her if they
believed God had truly visited her and told her His wishes. Bridget’s decision to write down her visions in Revelaciones
has shown to be the longest lasting effect of Bridget’s work. Her writings continue to be a source of spiritual reflection
and guidance. They also have been influential in Christian artists depicting the life of Jesus in new ways.

Saint Bridget of Sweden played a significant role in the return of the papacy from Avignon to Rome, although she did
not directly interact with a Pope in Avignon. From 1309 to 1376, the papacy resided in Avignon, France, rather than
Rome, a period known as the Avignon Papacy. She actively worked to persuade the popes to return, using her visions
and writings to call for the end of the Avignon Papacy. While in Rome, she continued her efforts which eventually led
to the decision of Pope Gregory XI to move the papacy back to Rome in 1377.

Geri Jones, Good News Reporter
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The 50th Redeemer Anniversary Homecoming committee
invites you to check out the poster in the Commons, located in
front of the windows. It will display parts of our history. a
little at a time and will change monthly. "

Fellowship, Fun, and Charitable Activities for All Ages
Our year of celebrating our Redeemer 50" Anniversary Homecoming continues all summer long!

Nearly 20 countries — from Asia, Europe, and the Americas — will be represented in our International
Potluck on July 20 as parishioners share their cultures and their culinary skills with each other.

In August, we have an opportunity to show our love to those with food insecurity as we pack 25,000 meals through
Rise Against Hunger. All ages are encouraged to attend the packing event from 10:00 a.m.-Noon on Saturday,
August 23. To register for the event, contact Paulette Beasley at pbeasley7293@comcast.net.

September 8-13 brings our Redeemer annual Haiti Yard Sale. Proceeds support our struggling brothers and
sisters in Haiti and help support a school and AFAL, The Association of Female Activists in Lascahobas. There are
many volunteer opportunities. Let’s wear our anniversary t-shirts and make this Yard Sale the best one ever!

In October, we’ll have Octoberfest: Music After Mass on Saturday, October 4. In addition to music by Simply
Us and Friends, we’ll have German food and beers available to purchase. Children are welcome and can participate
in fun kid-sized activities.

1o stay up to date on all the Anniversary Homecoming activities, go to
churchredeemer.org or scan the QR Code:
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Gospel Reflection

Serving with Generosity

Jesus entered a village where a woman named Martha welcomed him. She had a sister called Mary who sat beside the
Lord at his feet listening to him speak ( Luke 10:38-39)

When we hear this story, we can easily become critical of Martha because she complained to Jesus about her sister. It is
easy to see Martha’s frustration in her words, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the
serving?” And though Martha may have been a little impatient, Jesus' response to her was gentle and corrective.

“ Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is a need for only one thing. Mary has
chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her.” What was that “better part?” It was Mary’s prayerful

attentiveness to Jesus. She was hungry for his teaching, and Jesus offered it to her in a very personal and loving way.

Reflect, today, upon these two women and the unique calling they each were given at the time of Jesus’ visit to their
house. If God calls you to be more like Martha at times, rejoice in that fact & work hard at serving in many ways. If
God calls you to be more like Mary at times, then rejoice in those moments and sit prayerfully at the feet of our Lord,

being fed by his Holy Works. Jesus, I trust in you. Linda Kastleberg, Good News Reporter

Many Thanks

We want to sincerely thank everyone for their prayers, cards, notes of support, concerns, and
thoughts during Pat’s fall and his, ongoing recovery, from a head injury from a fall, in April. He is
home, now and is improving. He is using a walker and/or rollator for walking but is able to do many
things for himself. What would we do without a community like Redeemer? You have all been
wonderful to us and you’re doing exactly what God has called us all to do—care for one another and
you do it so well. We could not be more grateful. Pat is looking forward to seeing you at mass very
soon. God bless you one and all.

Pat & June Quisenberry




