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Cutting, Tying, and Coloring resulted in 80 blankets and 50 cards

Pat Austin and her family participated for several hours. Her granddaughter Kenzie Dzielak said "Time went by really fast and it
was fun to sit and talk with people.”
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Charitable Gifting Using RMD’s - Give And Save At The Same Time!

Are you subject to Required Minimum Distributions (RMD’s) from your
traditional (taxable) Individual Retirement Account (IRA)? Did you know if
you give your RMD, or a portion of it, directly from your IRA to Church of REQUIRED
the Redeemer (a qualified charity) via a “Qualified Charitable Distribution”
(QCD) that you will:

MINIMUM
DISTRIBUTIONS

o satisty the RMD rules; and

e owe no federal income tax on that distribution?

This means Redeemer gets the full benefit of your distribution and you benefit from a lower tax burden.

Did you also know that QCDs are not tied directly to RMDs? If you are 70 ¥, you are eligible to take advantage of the
QCD rules. You can give more than your RMD up to the annual QCD limit.

Talk to your financial advisor about how to gift your RMD or research QCDs on the IRS website. Your
IR A trustee must remit funds from your IRA directly to Redeemer to satisfy the IRS rules.

If this information is new to you, review your giving pattern and consider establishing a QCD to fund your annual
planned giving amount in a lump sum. This type of giving helps steady the financial ship of Redeemer and can ease
your mind knowing you don’t need to make periodic contributions.

NOTE: QCDs cannot be taken directly from 401(k) accounts, but funds can be rolled over to an IRA, from which a
QCD can be distributed.

LuAnn Orie. Good News Reporter

Centering Prayer

Come and pray in the new year when Centering Prayer groups meet to "rest in the Lord"!

Dates and times are as follows:
A |l

o || e Wednesday, Jan. 21, 11:00 am; Monday, Jan. 26, 7:00 pm.

February dates are Wednesday, Feb. 4, 11:00 am; Monday, Feb. 9, 7:00 pmy;

Ce nte ri ng Wednesday, Feb. 18, 11:00 am; Monday, Feb. 23, 7:00 pm.

P ra ye r All meetings are in Room 10. Come "rest in the Lord” with 20 minutes of calming

silence! No need to sign up. Come as you are!
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Women Walking In Faith

Thank you to Amy Swierczewski for leading our December Women Walking in Faith gathering. And THANK YOU
to all of you for your generous donations to the Commonwealth Catholic Charities Pregnancy Center. Your
kindness truly reflects the spirit of the season.

It was a beautiful evening filled with festive fellowship, great food, and reflection.

Women Walking in Faith gathers monthly. All are Welcome! Interested in learning more -

email womenwalkinginfaith804@gmail.com

Contributed by Marybeth Maino
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brﬁ“fhumty Keeps Chrlst in Chnstmas %

he Advent wreath on the kitchen table and use a daily Advent

1 shop for items in the themed baskets at No Room at the Inn. Shopping for t
- cause gives me great joy and makes me feel so blessed. :
We set up our Nativity with our grandchildren and right before Christmas we
- make Baby Jesus a birthday cake
- We attended the Advent Family activity at Redeemer with our kids and
v grandklds It helped to focus on waiting and preparing for Jesus
o We light our Advent wreath before dinner and pray using Pope Francis’ “fesus
 the Savior Among Us” as our guide -
‘We have a family tradition (husband’s side) called “Making a Difference”. In
- lieu of exchanging gifts with one another, each family prayerfully discerns a 3.« L
- meaningful way to give during Advent. Over the years, this has included oy @
volunteering with local charities, community organizations, or adopting = 5
families in need. I’s a cherished tradition that keeps our focus on faith, -
2 gcncroslty, and the true spirit of Advent. And, love that we do this as a family?

'omed the morning Advent prayer group hosted by Redeemer. It has

tend the Gregorian chant at least once during Advent. It is at 8 pm

,,(throughout the year) at St. Stephens Episcopal Church (Grove Ave).
)- e-ht semce that is just this sacred music. It is beauti

rthtoggh our Chmstmas card hst«and pray for a

11
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Santa A Big Hit!!

Breakfast with Santa, hosted by Redeemer Knights, was a great success! Redeemer's Angels loved being Santa's
Helpers, before he jumped on his sleigh back to the North Pole.

Several insiders have reported that Santa did confide to Father Jim that all Redeemer parishioners are on the “nice list.”

12
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Christmas Music Memories

The choir had a great time singing carols at Sancerre and performing at the Christmas Concert December 14,
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Gospel Reflection

God's Permissive Will
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee...
From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 4:12,17

When John the Baptist was arrested, his followers were likely overcome
with fear and grief, John was arrested by Herod Antipas, the Son of

Herod the Great, infamous for ordering the massacre of infants in
Bethlehem. Like his father, Herod Antipas was ambitious and morally corrupt.

When John the Baptist emerged on the scene, he proclaimed his message with fearless conviction. John boldly
condemned Herod Antipas for violating Jewish law by divorcing his wife and marrying Herodias, the wife of his half-
brother, Philip.

John's arrest is crucial because it helps us understand God's providence---how He permits certain evils to occur in
order to bring about a greater good. It fulfilled his mission by pointing his disciples---and all of us---toward the true
Prophet and Messiah, Jesus Christ. John is forever glorified in Heaven, and in the end, that is all that truly matters.
Aswe honor John's unwavering faith, seck to embrace God's permissive will in your own life. Even in the face of
suffering or evil trust that God, in His Providence, can bring about a greater good if we surrender ourselves fully to

Him. Jesus, I trustin you!

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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St Thomas Aquinas
Feast Day-January 28%

Thomas Aquinas is considered one of the greatest Christian theologians
and philosophers of the Middle Ages. His work profoundly shaped
Catholic theology and Western philosophy.

Thomas Aquinas was born in or about 1225 at Roccasecca, near Aquino in southern Italy, to a noble family
connected to the Holy Roman Empire. As a child, he was sent to the Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino to be
educated. His family hoped he would one day become abbot. He later studied at the University of Naples, where he
encountered the works of Aristotle and became attracted to the new Dominican Order. Against his family’s wishes,
Thomas joined the Dominicans, an order devoted to preaching, scholarship and poverty. His family even detained
him for over a year, in an attempt to change his mind, but he remained firm in his vocation. When his family finally
relented, he studied first in Paris and later in Cologne. He went on to teach theology at the University of Paris and
several Italian cities. His teaching combined Christian doctrine with Aristotelian philosophy, arguing that faith and
reason are harmonious, not opposed. His thought, known as Thomism, remains influential in theology, philosophy,
law, and ethics to this day.

His most famous works include Summa Theologiae which become a foundational text in theology and philosophy. It
focuses on religious matters pertinent to the organization and doctrine of the Catholic faith, discussions of virtues and
the Sacraments, and the nature of the Christian triune God and His creation. He offered a profound theology of the
Eucharist, still foundational in Catholic teaching. St Thomas Aquinas was celebrating Mass when he received a
revelation that affected him so deeply that he stopped writing, leaving Summa Theologiae unfinished. Reflecting on
his mystical experience not long before his death he is said to have remarked, “All that I have hitherto written seems to
me nothing but straw compared to what has been revealed to me.” For him, no earthly words could capture the divine
reality he experienced.

In 1274, Thomas was summoned to attend the Second Council of Lyon. While traveling, he fell ill and died on
March 7, 1274, at the Cistercian abbey of Fossanova, at about 49 years old. St. Thomas Aquinas was canonized in
1323 and later declared a Doctor of the Church. In 1880, Pope Leo XIII named him the patron saint of Catholic

schools, universities, and scholars.
Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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OP Redeemer Remembers — June 1979 &I‘

‘ COMMUNITY ACTION ACTS...

% The Community Action Committee, perhaps more than any
other phase of parish life, reflects our dealings with
our fellow parishioners and our involvement with the

world in general and with the Mechanicsville commun-

ity in particular. It is a busy committee that ACTS
on the needs of others by reaching out a helping hand
in all directions. Every parishioner should be vital-
ly interested in their accomplishments.

Terry DelVecchio of FKedeemer's Community Action Com-
mittee has accepted a position on the Advisory Board
of the Eanover County 10-Day Foster Care Program.
This program will provide temporary housing for '"run-
aways'" or children who must te removed from a home
situation for a variety of reasons.

Nancy DeNoia and Peggy Wright will serve as representatives from Fedeemer to MCEF (Mechan-
icsville Churches Emergency Fund). During the past month, MCEF has clothed a small family
and a family consisting of a mother and five teenagers from the Clothes Closet. The Food
Pantry is used regularly and needs both milk and meat products. MCEF members are serving
as babysitters for parenting seminars sponsored by the Hanover County Department of Social
Services. MCEF has also voted to give $10 to help defray the cost of a picnic being
planned by social workers for mothers and children at Hanover Wayside in June. These same
mothers and children will be taken on a '""Clothes Safari'" to the Clothes Closet in late sum-
mer to help with fall and winter clothing. Also, MCEF now has medical equipment availatle
for loan: a walker, wheelchair, hospital bed and several pairs of crutches. Currently this
_ group is trying to find funds to purchase a new wheelchair for a 20-year-old victim of

cerebral palsy who lives at the Ashland Convalescent Home. They are also contacting addi-
tional churches to try to enlarge the scope of the groupe.

The Community Action Committee has set the following ot jectives for the coming year:

l. To assist with projects for Confirmation candidates.

2. To increase awareness in areas of need...l0-Day Funaway Program, Awareness
of Hunger, Call to Action, Year of the Family.

3. To cooperate with the Religious Education Committee on 4th Week activities.

4. To continue cooperation with MCEF.

5. To plan and execute the soup kitchen as part of Lenten activities.

VERERVERVERVE
ELECTION RESULTS Y
Father — In Any Language
Recent elections have resulted in the fol- This item translated from a Dutch magazine shows that
lowing appointments to Parish Council: families are pretty much Fa‘R?l‘lﬁ él;f same the world over:
Chairman - Ed Lucas 4 Years: My Daddy can do anything. ;
Vice Chairman - Ken Horne ;35:;:: My })a:g kn:ws a'tkl):' a Whoiltc lot. i
Youth Representative - Kip Brault 12y : My lather doesn t know quite everything.
Mini-parish Representatives - ears: gl:',' :f-f"' naturally Father doesn’t know that
. #1 - Joyce Bishop 14 Years: Father? Hopelessly old-fashioned.
#2 - Pat Anstett 21 Years: Oh, that man is out of date; what did you ex-
- pect?
#3 Polly Brittle 25 Years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.
#4 - Bob Gunn 30 Years: Must find out what Dad thinks about it.
#5 = Richard Rhoades 35 Years: A little patience; let’s get Dad’s meaning first.
#6 - Paul Byrnes g 3::::: vl\:l,ha[t) \n:‘ml:l: D‘iﬂ ha\ltle though&' about that?
S a ew literally everything.
#7 =~ Jane Fisher 65 Years: 1 wish 1 could talk 1t over with Dad dnce more.

— Danbury (Conn ) News-Times
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Upcoming

February 14
March 21
April 18

May 15-17

Events

ANNIVERSARY
ing afl for- 50 gears
1976 - 2026

Redeemer Royale Returns! 7:00-11:00 p.m.
Talent Show after 5:30 p.m. mass — youth, teens, adults welcome
Make a Difference Day: Parishioners Helping Parishioners - all ages needed

Our Grand Celebration Weekend: Friday, adults-only dinner;
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. mass with Bishop Knestout, parish picnic

Good News Resources

There are many ways to find out what’s happening at Redeemer. Search our website or Facebook page. Sign up at

Flocknote.com and choose which publications you would like automatically sent to you. We encourage you to share

your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com

’i‘ Churchredeemer.org

o Facebook.com/ChurchRedeemer

G Churchoftheredeemer.flocknote.com
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Angel Marie Parro
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23
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Charles Robertson
Oliver Coverdale
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Carensa Seifert
Penelope O'Brien

Grace Palanchi
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17
SofiafAlexis} Miller

Vincent{Lewis} Herman

February Children's Birthdays

11
Roderick Baber

18
Jack  Jones
Aurelia Vandeginste
Zachary Marchelletta
Miles Tomes

Zachary Gaberdiel

25

Connolly Licari

12

Zachary Benton

26

Katie Brehm

20
Emsley Mayers

Collin Colenda

14

Autumn Bode

Evangeline Snyder

21

Abigail  Gardner

8
Gabby Davis

22

Braden Yarbrough
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February Adult Birthdays

Amanda Roy

Donald Fink
Heather Engels
Jacob Franco
Lawrence Fabiszak
Michael Joyce

Ronald Weik Gordon Grappone Regina Baker Frank DeGaetani James Stephens Teelo Rutledge Rod Allen
Michael Davis Linda French Melissa Young James Lohr David Sadler Stan Materna Thomas{P} O'Connor
Jil McCurry Ronni Wiles Tyler Rabold David Hoover Rusty Harrington Cynthia Sweet Andrew Brinkdopke
Thu-Huyen Rolan Donna Foley Gabriella Andreo Frank Picone Mercedes Tarongoy Teelo Rutledge Rebecca Martin-Giese
Gwen Rolan Benjamin Lowry Caroline  Drumbheller Jeorose Basilan Albert Velasco Stan Materna Ben Bromley
Chatles Burch Jacob Thomas Caleb Grubbs Michael Hyland Maura Long Cynthia Sweet Jessica Taylor
Laura Todd Kevin Dunne Ambrogio Picone Angela Balducci MacKenzie Engel Timothy  Scarbrough| Christopher Marcos
Romeo Bautista Thomas Richman Taylor Sherrod Addisyn Konopka Rose Beal Heath Pantle
Mikayla Mason Sarah Richman Grayson Reynolds
Connor  Ellinghaus
Sofia Marie Parro
JonMichael Shadoyan
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Robert Nelson William  Henneberry Fred Cunningham Owen O'Malley Rich Rhoades Christine Kirby Valerie Blair
Diane Ingram Sterling Baldwin Hunter Durvin Lenny Dupuis Stephanie Buresh Roy Goellner Barringron O'Brien
Robert  Birmingham| Delores  Bednarczyk Bill Leonard Kathleen Hardee Jaydee  Campos-Amargd Kathleen Carroll Joseph Poppa
Carlos Salinas Cathy Burke Krista Davidson Toby Blatt Jamie Ebert Diane Purvis Courtney Young
Robert Courter Alicia Borghi Tan Lewis Justin Sorokowski Alexander Rae Rebecca Norris Jack Durgin
Conrad Roos Laura Gallagher Keelin Riley Jamie Anderson Scott Bourne Lindsey Dance
Jack Standridge Julier Lotsey Marissa Balducci Meredith Knott Anthony Borghi
Jacob Mast Olivia Pillis Nathan Nash Lindsey Curran
Jessica Martin Kaitlyn Williams
Molly Fisher Cadyn Golisano
Patrick Long

Shanna Chandler

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Robert Moritz Joseph Grove Jean Whiteside Katherine Crowl Rosemary Gilhooly Richard Holloway Kathleen Mulvaney
Janet Vicario Leo Biller Linda Gay Jacqueline Droujinsky Chris Allen Curt Messick Chris Witte
Michael McCurry Regina Fields Joseph Demro Barbara Flournoy Michael Mason Dale McDonough
Laura Taylor Regina  Wartson-Fields| Dennis Young Carol Riley Rosalina Gallina Chatles Moore Justo Vasquez
Janet Bailey Michael Valacer Justin Hayne Michael Elliotr Katie Myers Rene Arechiga John Brennan
Amy  Swierczewski|] Giuseppe D'Antonio | Johanna Bareford Angela Bowman Caroline Jones Richard Puleo Christina Amoroso
Melissa  Schliessmann Tim Bonjoc w. Covey Tsabella Evanko Claudia Marcos Kyle Hudencial
Marvin Serrano Connor  Sorokowski Jeffrey Alford Jr. Megan Brennan
Kim Foley Lexie Fernandez Rachel Laux
Patricia Gummere Bella Pastore Mason Lahrman
Daisy Cosby
Kayleigh Lofquist
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
James McBride Karen Hosford Claire Wagner Sharon Strobach Abigail Vayette Christine Parrish Maria Balducci
Catherine Clark AnneMarie Engel Jack Hargrove Mary Broaddus Alisha Wieckmann Cristina Steele Mary Crawford
Kathy Faw Betsy Davis Jeremy Setelin Craig Ritter Amanda Dickey Mark Schroeder Michael Shelton
Karen Florey Mark Warner Nicholas Reaux Marnie Harte Bryan Coleman Patrick Good
Robert Pillis Lindsay Shea Rick Ganzert David Jackson
Ruel Basilan Robert Maino William Schroeder Gary Holmes
Matthew Foley Bridgette Beasley Josephine Martin
Kristin Grasberger Claire Elliott Michael Bishop
Gerald Stevens Morrow Berberich
Ade Lucas William McNeEeill
Emily Lucas

Ava Lucas
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

January 2026

From the Desk of Father Jim

On January 6%, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of our Lord, Pope Leo
presided at a Mass in St. Peter’s with over 5,000 people present and
closed the last ‘Holy Door,” marking the official end of the Jubilee Year
of Hope. The Holy Father said in his closing homily, "It zs wonderful to
become pilgrims of hope... It is wonderful for us to continue to be pilgrims
together... As pilgrims of hope, many still feel compelled to set out,
accepting the risks associated with their journey, even in a world that is
often unpleasant and dangerous.”

Just as the Christmas season has come and gone, while its ‘spirit’
continues, so must it be for us living as ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ throughout
our lives. For many, including myself at times, this is quite a challenge.
In today’s world, it seems like every time we tune into the news, we’re
bombarded with stories of tragedy, political unrest, global famine, and
health crises. The constant stream of ‘bad news’ can easily leave us
teeling overwhelmed, anxious, and even hopeless. Yet, as believers, we
are called to something higher — a hope that transcends the challenges
of this world.

As followers of Jesus, we believe our hope doesn’t rise and fall with the

news cycle. We trust in a God who restores, renews, and transforms
even the most desperate situations and invites our participation
through prayer, compassion, and faithful action. One such example of finding hope in hard places, ‘faith in action,” is in
Democratic Republic of Congo. As droughts, conflict, and food insecurity continue to plague its residents, and other neighboring
countries, emergency food programs reached 12 million people this past year. Hope grows in these hard places, and communities
are rebuilt strengthened by prayer, vision, and local leadership. Compassionate service continues in more ways than we can even
know in, as Pope Leo stated in his homily, “4 world that is often unpleasant, dangerous,”

Hope, as described in Scripture, is more than wishful thinking. It is a confident expectation based on the promises of God. When
we anchor our hope in God, we are not merely hoping that things will get better; we are trusting that God is at work in all
circumstances, even when the world around us seems to be falling apart. In challenging times, hope becomes not just important,
but essential.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit,” (Romans 15:13)

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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This is YOUR Good News

This month, we begin the second year of publishing the “post-COVID” Good News newsletter. The
direction we (Good News staff) received from Father Jim when we restarted publication was to move
from administrative content (meeting notices, ministry schedules, etc.) to a celebration and sharing of
all the beauty and bounty that God provides to us, as well as how, through our Christian
Stewardship, we help others and return that Glory to God. We are thankful for how far we have come
in the last 12 months, yet we feel there is a lot more Good News out there in the parish that we are

not hearing about.

Therefore, our focus this year is on finding ways for YOU, the parishioner, to deliver that Good
News to us so that we may share it with all. The easiest way to share is to send us an email at
goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com and we will work with you. As well, we will soon have a table

outside the worship space after mass where you can submit your information and we will reach out to

you.
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What is the Good News? How about:

e New parishioners who have joined the parish

o Testimonials of answered prayers or faith journeys

o Weddings or milestone anniversaries celebrated

e Community service projects completed

e School achievements (academic awards, sports, arts, graduations)
e Family faith events or multigenerational gatherings

o Parishioners giving generously their time, talent, or treasure

e Darishioners helping one another in times of need

e Cultural or heritage celebrations within the parish

e Thank you note to staft or fellow parishioners for support provided
e Special recognition of long-time parishioners

o Stories of reconciliation, healing, or forgiveness

e Moments where the parish supported someone in crisis

e Reflections on how God is working in the parish community

Hopefully this will provide a spark for you to consider utilizing the Good News as an instrument to strengthen your
dialogue with your parish. No item is too big or too small to be included. Remember, communication is a two-way
street. Your parish is communicating with you. Now it is your turn to keep up your end of the bargain.

In the meantime, here is my Good News. My daughter gave me a bird feeder with a camera for
Christmas. So now, evidently, I am a “birder.” You can see my first visitor in the picture nearby. 'm
not sure what type of bird it is, the bird feeder has Al software to identify birds, but I haven’t had a
chance to study it yet. Anyway, it’s definitely a bird.

Jobn Swierczewski , Good News Committee Chair
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The Power of the Holy Spirit

On Saturday, December 6*, twenty-six youth, four peer leaders, and 5 catechists traveled to Washington, D.C. for a
confirmation retreat that was filled with amazing blessings throughout the day. The group traveled to the Saint John
Paul IT Shrine to experience the work, faith, and perseverance behind this Saint and leader of our church. The day was
also filled with time for prayer in the Luminous Chapel following an inspirational talk given by Sister Veritas from the
Sisters of Divine Mercy. Youth were challenged to recognize the gift and uniqueness of each life from conception
through natural death as the gifts of the Holy Spirit were unpacked with time in the classroom and great conversation
with one another. There was even some time for Christmas Carols with Mr. Orie! The afternoon concluded with a
beautiful mass in the Crypt of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Please keep the following youth in your prayers as they continue the journey towards their confirmation on Pentecost
Sunday, May 24™ 2026 at the Richmond Cathedral.

Brody Agee, Kristina Aquino, Alex Baker, Ashby Baker, Jewel Basilan, Max Bowling, Katie Brehm, Reese Chittum,
Sam Dugger, Emma Fitzsimmons, Jake Gaugle, Reece Gilhooly, Elena Holmes, Genevieve Jobnson, Joviana Keenan,
Ryan Martin, Mia Parese, Preston Rapp, Ben Saravia, Ellie Scherer, Leab Seal, Neal Silver, Isabella Tavares, Briana
Vincent, Rose Woods

The youth will be introduced to the parish on Sunday, March 15* at the 10:00 am Mass for the Rite of Covenant.
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Big Prizes
Great Food and Fellowship

REDEEMER
Casino Gaming Fun ROYALE

VALENTINE'S DAY
FEB. 14™ 2026

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of a favorite Redeemer tradition on Valentine’s Day
as the 50® Anniversary Committee hosts Redeemer Royale!

Craps. Blackjack. Horse Racing. Roulette. Door Prizes. Texas Hold’em. A 50/50 Raffle. Delicious food and adult
beverages. Music by Simply Us parishioners Sam and Raine Sitter. There is truly something for everyone at our
Valentine’s Day Redeemer Royale.

50" Anniversary committee member Bill Duffin, who joined the parish just a few years ago, is heading up the evening
in partnership with long-time parishioners Terry and Keith DelVecchio and Casinos by DelVecchio. “In addition to
the casino games, we have an impressive list of door and stage prizes, many of which have been donated by local
merchants,” Duftfin said.

The stage prizes include a large screen TV, Samsung Android tablet, Ryobi 6-piece tool
set with batteries and toolbag, a fantastic “Wagon O’ Wine,” a $250 gift certificate to
Rick’s Tire and Auto, three Gift Card Trees featuring $200+ cards from local businesses
and restaurants, a certificate for 2 tires from Seredni Tire and Auto and a Nativity
manger made especially for Redeemer’s 50th Anniversary with a set of figures.

“Gaming will start at 7:30 and includes all your casino favorites,” said Terry Delvecchio.
“We are also offering a horse racing game with races every half-hour beginning at 8:00
p.m. Look for some familiar horses, including Father Knows Best, Regal Ron, and
Commander Chris.”

This is an adults only event. The $40 tickets include delicious food (mini crab cakes,
shrimp cocketail, pulled pork sliders and much more), first drink, $20,000 in gaming money, five stage prize tickets and
entry for door prizes. Tickets are limited and will be on sale after all masses January 24-25 and can also be purchased
on-line at the church’s giving site: https://rb.gy/nmpduo

Meet the Duffins

Bill and his wife Jane joined the parish in 2022 after retiring and deciding to move closer
to their daughter and Redeemer parishioner Dana Holmes and her family in

| Mechanicsville. An active member of the Holy Family parish in Queens, New York, Bill
has worked tirelessly for months to plan Royale and to solicit donations and
sponsorships. “I've definitely gotten to know Mechanicsville better,” said Duffin, who
~ visited at least 100 merchants on behalf of Redeemer. Bill also handcrafted a dozen
beautiful creches to raise funds. Two will be a cherished stage prizes at Royale.

A retired pharmacist, Bill knows how to organize!
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Blankets and Blessings

More than a hundred parishioners took part in our two-day Blankets and Blessings event January 10-11. The result?
We made a total of 80 blankets, well exceeding our goal of 50!

Young and old participated in the event, which was done in partnership with Jill’s Blankets, whose mission is to deliver
warm fleece blankets and cards of encouragement to cancer patients.

Elena Holmes said, "This is a lot of fun! The blankets we made/knotted together have such cute patterns! It’s also great
to be helping the sick and being able to hang out with friends at the same time!"

Jill’s Blankets has already distributed many of the blankets to Massey Cancer Stony Point and VCU Massey Center.

Longtime parishioner Carolyn Brand said she’s glad the parish’s 50" anniversary events have included service projects.
“I think it’s fabulous that we are doing these. Throughout our history Redeemer has helped our neighbors in need.”

Since 2014, our mission i
y s to love and care
rthose undergoing chemotherapy treatment

fo
by making and deliverin;
g polar fleece bl
to as many patients as we can, ket

Hannah Houston and Elana Holmes




