
 

 

Reading 1  Jeremiah 23:5-8 
 Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up a righteous 
shoot to David; As king he shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do what is just 
and right in the land. In his days Judah shall be saved, Israel shall dwell in 
security. This is the name they give him: “The LORD our justice.”  Therefore, the 
days will come, says the LORD, when they shall no longer say, “As the LORD 
lives, who brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt”; but rather, "As 



the LORD lives, who brought the descendants of the house of Israel up from the 
land of the north”–  and from all the lands to which I banished them; they shall 
again live on their own land. 

 



 

Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such 
was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 



because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.”  
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore a 
son, and he named him Jesus. 

Reflection 
Song: Canticle of Zechariah 

Now bless the God of Israel who comes in love and power, who raises from the 
royal house deliv’rance in this hour. Through holy prophets God has sworn to 
free us from alarm, to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm. 
Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, that we might serve in 
holiness and peace from year to year. And you, my child, shall go before, to 
preach, to prophesy, that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most 
high.  
In tender mercy, God will send the dayspring from on high, our rising sun, the 
light of life for those who sit and sigh. God comes to guide our way to peace, 
that death shall reign no more. Sing praises to the Holy One, O worship and 
adore. 
Text: Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79, Ruth Dick  1992, GIA Publications, Inc. 
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Intercessions:-- Response: Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Sign of Peace 

 


