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Our Lady of Guadalupe (feast day December 12)
St Juan Diego (feast day December 9™)

The story of Our Lady of Guadalupe cannot be told without
St Juan Diego who was a humble Aztec Indian who had
converted to Christianity. He was on his way to Mass one day
when he encountered the Blessed Mother. She asked him to
tell the bishop to build a church on the hill of Tepeyac outside
of Mexico City in 1531 to assist in the conversion of the nation
and be a source of consolation for those in need. Juan Diego
did as he was asked, but the bishop was skeptical. At the same
time Our Lady is appearing to Juan Diego, and directing him
to cut the flowers on Tepeyac Hill, she also appears to his
uncle, Juan Bernadino who believes he is about to die. Our
Lady assures him he will recover. Juan Diego goes to collect the
Castilian roses that are miraculously growing on the hill in
winter. He gathers them in his tilma (cloak).

Juan Diego is ushered in to see the Bishop. The skeptical cleric
had been waiting for two days to see what sign Our Lady has

for him. When Juan Diego opened his tilma, the roses cascaded
to the floor. But more than the roses, both men are astonished to see what is painted on his humble tilma - an

exquisite image of Our Lady. The bishop fell to his knees and believed the message, and a temple was built as Our
Lady had wished.

The temple was built and remains there today, in what is now a suburb of Mexico City. Juan Diego’s tilma, woven
from cactus fibers, with a shelf-life of just 30 years at best, remains miraculously preserved. Thousands of people make
a pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe for the feast day on December 12,

On December 12, we celebrate the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who was declared the “Queen of Mexico and
Patroness of the Americas” by Pope Pius XII in the 1940s. Saint Juan Diego’s feast day is celebrated on December 9%,
the day the Blessed Mother first appeared to him on Tepeyac Hill. He is honored the first indigenous saint of the
Americas. He is a symbol of faith, unity, and social justice, especially for indigenous people and marginalized

communities. Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER..!

Friday, October 30...we rushed home from
work, another hurried supper, a quick change
and off again! Forgive us, family.

At church we came together briefly...four
clowns, two gorillas, a construction worker,
Huckleberry Finn and one monk...better known
as Redeemer's Folk Choir, off to our debut
of outside singing at the Blair Home for

the Aged. "Got everything?" "Yeah! guitars,
candy, music stands, books." "Ready? If we
don't leave right now, we'll be late."

At the home we all stood a bit shy. Will we
bore these people? They certainly don't look
responsive, Let's give it a try. We sang a
praise song. They applauded, something new
for us and we liked it. We sang some more.
Each song loosened us up and we began to see
a few smiles in our audience. We ended our
first "set" with "Amazing Grace," a real hit!
Our audience was singing with us. During
the break we passed out candy and spoke to
the people. They were really nice. They
seemed to enjoy our company.

Back in position, more songs, some requests
that we fumbled through. It wasn't important
that our music be perfect; now we were shar-
ing love. During the song, "Love Round," we
found ourselves giving the sign of peace...
handshakes and hugs. We certainly had not
planned this. Could it be God's spirit at
work.

Back at Redeemer our group enjoyed refresh-
ments and each agreed this was a night we
would remember. "How soon before we can go

l’"
back? -- Sheila Talley

We would like to decorate the
church attractively for
Christmas, using both potted
& and hanging poinsettias. The
potted ones can be purchased
for $4.75 and $8.00 and the
hanging baskets are $11.50.
These could be used as memorial
gifts for Christmas. Please contact
Peggy Graham at 746-3079 before
Monday, December 7, if you
will contribute a poin-
settia so that we can ‘
decorate the church for
the Christmas season.

Redeemer Remembers December 1981

who plans to participate in the
next Confirmation Program must
register now. THIS IS A TWO-YEAR
PROGRAM. Attendance is required

at Rel. Ed. classes, retreats,
etc., the first year and cate-
chesis follows during the second

year. Contact Joann Ritz at
746-1690, if you have questions.

"GOOD NEWS'" NOTES...

++.IT'S A GIRL for Holly and Jim McManus
and IT'S A GIRL for Kathy and Joe Massino.

...Inez and Bill Mazieka send THANKS to
members of Mini-Parish #4 for all their
many kindnesses at the time of the death
of Bill's father.

++ .CONGRATULATIONS to Fr. Bob Ruth who
will receive his Doctor of Ministry degree
at St. Mary's University on December 9.

...Please pick up your new COLLECTION EN-
VELOPES from the table in the Commons.

++.WELCOME to the following newly regis-
tered parishioners:

Umberto & Catherine Balducci - 2712 Fen-
holloway Drive

Richard & Mardell Byrnes - 405 Morning
Glory Court

William & Nellie Mae Cash - Rt. 6, Box 206A

Michael & Lynn Conway - 6047 Stonewall
Parkway, Apt. 204

Brian Gentilini - 7203 Midnight Drive

William & Carol Gladys - 6112 S. Mayfield
Lane

Bernard & Ethel McNamara - 6021 Colmar Drive

Charles & Rebecca Rao - 105 Santa Maria Drive

Louis & Catherine Sprouse - Rt. 2, Box 213C

James & Shirley Whitaker - 2106 Rainey Drive

Benjamin & Ann Williams - Rt. 1, Box 524C

.+ .CONGRATULATIONS to Stephanie Moore who
will dance the role of Clara in the Concert
Ballet's production of The Nutcracker. She
also appeared as a cygnet in Swan Lake which
was presented by the Concert Ballet last
month,




image9.jpeg
January Children's Birthdays

5

Chase O'Kelly
Ashby Baker
Jewel Basilan

12

19

26

Jake Gaugler

6

Emma Fitzsimmons

13

Josie Mohn
Lola Smith
Charlotte Lewis
Ella Davis
Angeline Guzman
Julien Espina

20

Callan Kilduff
Ava Scanlon

27

Fernanda Renteria
Ryan Martin
Reese Hurtubise

7

Caleb Keck

14

21

Gage Fleisher

28

Cooper Parker

8
Simeon Warner

Rose Woods
Michael Dickey

15
Seth Winter

Neil Gemmill
Eli Testerman

22
Isabella Knott

Kristina Aquino

Macon McFadden

29

Brady Cox

Zachary Letourneau

Erin Keeney
Anthony Lee

16

Mateo Tacconi

23

Mathiel Bustos
Dominic Geary

30

Claire Donegan
Clara Dugger
Margaret Dugger

10

Gray Sartori
Bradu Nwobodo

17

Cecilia Carrion
Emily Guzman

24
Sloane White
Madelyn Cancro
Elizabeth Eavey
Colin O'Kelly

31

Charlie Sands

Ana Parese

11

Joanna Reamer

25

Aurora Dambro
Danielle Strobach
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January Adult Birthdays

5
Edward Shope
Sonny Hill
Judy Cunningham

Mary Davis
Allison Rathert
Justin Tate

Kristi McNeill

12
Starkey Hare
Elizabeth Bechard
Doug Purvis
Colette Woods
Patrick Prince
Jason Heinly
Will McCombs
Molly Scarbrough

19
Dot Chudoba
Elaine Wood
Terri Gilbert
Kevin Harrison
Jennifer Kocik
Ronald Velasco
Andrew Bradley
CJ Poisant
Ethan Coleman

Bruce Albright
Denis Popp
Loraine Tracy
John Bednarczy
Eileen Falcone
Linda Kastelberg|
Charles Malpass
Deanna Prince

6

Robin Eaton
Robert Bethke
Roberto Acebo

Lee Gaugler
Stefany Kaelin
Emily Payne
Kimberly Lovo-Alvare3
Erin McNeill
Caden Burch
Joseph McGowan

13

Huey Blizzard
Sandra Lucas
Austin Ashby

Angelica Alley

Isaac Beatty

Keira O'Brien
Donna Hayne

20
Tammy Respass
Wyatt
Fuerte

Terri
Jimmy
Andrew Haskins
Baar
Todd
Bui
Schubring

Joseph
Madelyn
Christina

[Cameron

Mark
Patricia
David
Cheryl Tavares
McFaden
Burrell

Lawrence

Popp
Engel

Sean
Lisa
Kim Lawrence
Shannon Poppa
Sean Riley
Erin Birmingham
Black
Taggart

Yacobi

Kristen
Amanda
Bryce
Christian Javins
Mechuta
Chenault

Lindsey
Molly

7
Mary Blukis
Gwynne Pelletier
Robert Prezioso
Brian Burkett
Brianne Marchelletta
Shae McGrath
Adam Brooks

14
Mary Glotzl
Ronald Melton
Tommie Curran
Tony Suber
Wendy O'Connell
Patrick Byrnes
Joseph Allen
Robbie Crawford
Sean Joyce

21
Sally Riddell
Marc Maclnnis
Laura Bode
Sean Petrizzi

Stefano Failla

Jesusa Cabrera
John Schmitz
Shari Vincent
Jamie Bodman

Kelly Ayer

Thomas Ryan

James Dillman
Amy Kusmin
Ed

Kelly Parese

Nwobodo
Neryln Echevarria
Carly Norris
Emma Cunningham
Alex Carpenter

Noah Martin

8
William Gladysz
Donald Tracy
Gordon Myers
Michele Elliott
Ben Duggan
Chris Holt
Jackie McCaleb
Amber Norris

15
John Fanning
Pam Fisher
Christopher Balducci
Thomas Grasberger
Diane McFadden
Eugene Foley
Jennifer Todd
Jenna Coverdale
Jenna Piereman
Ana Castillo
Vedran Bulic
Jenny Boyd
Robbie Courter

22
Catherine Reilly
Slaughter
Day

Carla
Stephen
Deanna Courter
Amy O'Brien
Petrizzi
Struder
O'Connell

Fennelly

Joseph
Travis
Lauren
Brenna
Michael Lopez
Abigail Terry
Bryan Rowland
Mark Kocik
Hugh Wood
Scott Morrison
Matthew Harman
Emilie Bonovitch
Dallas Larsen
Kathryn Anderson
Nicolas French

Jonah lbanez

Barbara Gerloff
Pete Booker
Nidjan
Nidjan
Kyle

Aquino
Campos
Ellington
Brown
Hill

Joshua

Laura

C]
Michael Duggan
Tony Vicario
Leanna Wyatt
Gabriella Golisano
Ryan Konopka

16
Joseph Nassrie
Kathy Dolan-Marsha
Joanne
Edward
Rodney

Schnurman
Braxton
Payne
Josephine Amato
Ferdinand Hudencial
Masinick
Muller Jr.
Jennings
Matthew Hyland

Mason

Katie
Berry
Kevin

Warner
Julia Desvernine
Katie Beth Wa

Abigail Corey

23
Wilbur Coyle
Larry Seymour

Wolf
Stearns

Dan
Tom
Barbara Burkett
Ashley
Ryan
Kaileigh

Scott
Payne
Woodson

0
Mary Lynn Jacobs
Manh
Bobby

Amy

Nguyen
Sommer
Allen
Martin
Ellis

T. Dawn

Kevin
Ashanie Berry
John Hare
Kirsten Economou

Marco Nunn

Debbie Lowry
Lois Pruemer
Elizabeth Dompkowsi
Kurt Ganzert
Justin Bautista
Karly Coleman
Alessandro Failla
Sam Amargo
Jacob Amargo

Alton Wommack
Leslie DeBruyn
Terry Kramer
Jenny Godlewski
Karen Sadler
Nick Kelley
Vanderlei Marcos
Terry Wade
Kelley Davis
Philip VanSant
Andrew Sturtz

=
(=]
-
=

Pamela Pardue
Dale Woodfin
Martha O'Keefe
Jim Mohs
William Mudd
Joe Sergewich
Matthew Sale
Jennifer Puleo
Troy Corey
Bridgett Snell
Brad Davis
Alexandra Mayers
Margo Carroll
Joseph Ciarochi
Lauren Schenack
17
John Salotti
Albert DelVecchio
Linda Daly
Michele Van Hoesen
Henry Boggess
LeRoy Orie
Davis Drumbheller
Allen Cosby
Kyle Henry
Katie Henry
Shayne Lawlor

24
Linda Keller
Betty Carter
Deborah Jones
Pam Dougherty
Edie Bethke
Megan Clary

Elaine Bilski
Gerald Hefele
Melissa Lewis

David Hutchison
Danielle Allen
Donielle Allen

18
Carmela Foley
Paige Carpenter
Michael Cunningham
Sebastian Failla
Marypat McCombs

25
Henry Waldron
Dave Crowl
Chris Steinbacher
Sean Piereman
Marie Nolte
Nicholas Aunspach
Kristen Terrell
Joseph Holt

Kristin Dougherty
Lilly Gilardi
Sierra Puleo
Aiden Davis

Jarrett Schrecengost
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January Anniversaries

Andrea &
Thomas Wilson

12

19

Ellis & Frances
Keen

Robert & Page
Bethke

26

Mark & Mary
Kunowski

Ken & Shirley
Winter

Thomas &
Margaret
Fennessey

35
yrs

46
yrs

21
yrs

42
yrs

33
yrs

57
yrs

Michelle & Mark
Vucci

13

20

Steve & Diane
Kelly

27

Rev. William &
Sandra Blatnik

30yrs

36yrs

62yrs

14

21

Charles & 70
Myrtle Boulden yrs

Dennis & Loretta 49
Beeman

Daniel & Margaret 32
Loew-Cooney

Timothy & 32
Maureen Logsdon yrs

15

16

Mark & Emily
Fleisher

16
yrs

Bryan & Tracy
Lawlor

Chris & James
Holt

10

Daniel &
Christine
Lippman

17

Leo & Kristin
Biller

Mark & Betsy
Staver

Christine &
John
McCormick

31

Dave &Terry
Crowl

28 yrs.

41yrs

yrs

39yrs

34yrs

45yrs

11

18
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

December 2025

From the Desk of Father Jim

Greetings to all as we continue our Advent Journey to the
celebration of the gift of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ sent for
our salvation. Soon we will be looking at the start of the new

year and celebrating our S0* Anniversary culmination in May.

Aswelook at the future, exciting plans are underway to further

develop our Redeemer facilities.

Over the summer our Parish Building Committee conducted a
Space and Use Needs Assessment with the staff and heads of

ministries within our parish. There were several common
themes identified in this process. Based on these needs, we

identified the most appropriate projects, listed below.

o A Day Chapel: Our worship space is too large for and
not conducive to smaller, more intimate liturgies such as
daily Mass, funeral services and family gathering,

weddings, prayer groups, and private prayer before the

Blessed Sacrament. We are estimating that it will

accommodate 75-100 people.

e New location for reservation of the Blessed Sacrament. Our current reservation space for the Tabernacle is
only accessible from inside the commons leading to the main worship area. This renovation will incorporate a

design to make the Tabernacle directly accessible from both the day chapel and the commons area.

e Reconciliation and vesting area: Our current space for celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation is most
inadequate and shares the same space with the deacons vesting room. A new dedicated Reconciliation room
will provide a private, dignified, and prayerful space for celebrating the Sacrament. The vesting area for the

Deacons will be in a new location.

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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e Main entrance/Portico: The addition of the covered portico will serve both a practical and symbolic purpose.
Functionally, it will offer shelter for parishioners during inclement weather and improve accessibility for the
elderly and less mobile parishioners. Equally important, it provides an opportunity to enrich the sacred
character and visual identity of our Church. Within or near the portico we are considering a bell to be rung

gathering for our services; weekend Masses, funerals, and so forth.

o The establishment of a Columbarium to reverently contain the cremated remains of our beloved dead. This

has long been an interest expressed by Redeemer parishioners.

This project will unfold in phases over the next two years and beyond with regular updates shared through this Good

News Publication. Your ideas, feedback, and involvement are crucial for the success of the proposed expansion. I am

very happy to share this news as we look ahead to 50 more years of Redeemer’s Catholic presence for the

Mechanicsville/ Hanover community.

Redeemer Parishioners
Enjoy a Pilgrimage to Mexico

Redeemer parishioners Carolyn Brand, Judy Cunningham, Susan
Darling, and Flory Rivera joined Deacon Chris Malone, acting as trip
Spiritual Director, for a pilgrimage to Mexico in early November.

The trip, advertised within the diocese, was put on by Alba Tours as a
pilgrimage to deepen one’s faith and to establish a personal
relationship with God through travel.

When I asked Carolyn Brand what she enjoyed most she said, “It's
difficult to pick out one favorite aspect. Seeing the cloth of our Lady
of Guadalupe, and learning more about her, up the mountain to see
Cristo Ray with the statue with the sun behind it, and the holy Trinity

cross that we saw made a huge impression on me”.
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Redeemer Parishioners Enjoy a Pilgrimage to Mexico
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January and February Events:
All Ages Charitable Event and Valentine’s Day Fun for Adults

~, V

Made with LOV
Jill's Blankets

JillsBlankets.org

January 10 -11* Blankets and Blessings

As part of our SOth anniversary celebrations, Redeemer is hosting Blankets & Blessings, partnering with Jill's Blankets.
Their mission is to love and care for those undergoing chemotherapy treatment by making and delivering fleece
blankets to as many patients as possible.

All ages are welcome! Young children have the opportunity to decorate cards of encouragement; middle school and
older children and adults can help cut and tie blankets to keep patients warm. No sewing skills needed! We hope to
make at least 50 blankets over the weekend.

Three sessions available, stay for as little or as long as you can to help
make cancer patients feel better!

Saturday, January 10, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 11, 9:00-11:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Please sign up for one of the slots and let us know how many in your party
using https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0945A4AC2EA2F94-
6052991 6-jills

You can also scan this QR code to access SignUpGenius.
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February 14 Redeemer Royale Returns!

After along absence, Redeemer Royale is returning on Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2026, in Genesis Hall starting at
7:00 p.m. Join us for a spectacular night of fun, food, and gaming as we celebrate the upcoming 50th anniversary of
the parish. The evening begins with a delicious assortment of hors d’ocuvres featuring Rex BBQ’s famous pulled pork
sliders along with a selection of beers and wines served in the multipurpose room. Simply Us, with parishioners Sam
and Raine Sitter who have rocked Genesis Hall for Oktoberfest, will provide the entertainment. Rumor has it that

Father Jim will whip up a batch of his famous brew and his “Heavenly Hops” will be available for a small donation.

Gaming will begin at 7:30 PM in Genesis Hall and will include Blackjack, Craps, Roulette and Texas Hold Em Poker.
You will receive $20,000 in gaming money and five stage prize tickets with your admission. In addition, your ticket
stub will be used to award door prizes throughout the evening. Your first drink is also included and we will have a cash

bar available for the evening.

The stage prizes are spectacular and include: a large screen TV, Samsung Android tablet, Ryobi 6 pc tool set with
batteries and toolbag, a fantastic “Wagon O’ Wine,” a2 $250.00 gift certificate to Rick’s Tire and Auto, several Gift
Card Trees featuring cards from local businesses and restaurants, a certificate for 2 tires from Seredni Tire and Auto
and a Nativity manger made especially for Redeemer’s 50th Anniversary with a set of figures. That is just the

beginning; there will be literally thousands of $$$ in prizes to win!

This will be an adults only event. Tickets will go on sale starting in January at a cost of $40 per person.
That includes your food, first drink, $20,000 in gaming money, 5 stage prize tickets and entry for door

prizes. So come hungry, come thirsty, come lucky and come with your sweetheart!

P.S. Westill have a few gaming tables that are looking for sponsors. Call Bill Duffin at 718-463-6683 for more

information.
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Gospel Reflection

Saint Joseph, Our Patron and Protector
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Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and

said, "Joseph , son of David , do not be afraid to
take Mary your wife into your home. For it is
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her." Matthew 1:20

Joseph knew that the penalty for adultery was
death by stoning. His heart must have been deeply

hurt. It was clear that Mary radiated holiness.

Impurity was not part of her Immaculate Heart. Yet the fact of the matter was she was with child, and Joseph was
not the father. How scandalist! What a tough decision for Joseph to make.

To protect Mary from public shame, Joseph "decided to divorce her quietly. He is identified in this Gospel reading as
"a righteous man". He was not free from sin as was his wife, but God the Father chose a righteous and holy man to be
the foster father of the Son of God. So it was in a dream that he made a turning point decision. Therefore, he
undertook the mission God had bestowed upon him.

Reflect today on your personal devotion to Saint Joseph. Think about his deep faith and obedience to the will of God
as what was relayed to him in a dream. Strive to imitate that obedience in your life. Turn to Saint Joseph in prayer and
ask him to intercede for you and win God's grace in the areas you need it the most.

St. Joseph please pray for me, that I will imitate your obedience and will be protected from all sin so as to fulfill the
unique role God has given me. Saint Joseph pray for me. Jesus, I trust in you.
Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter




