[image: ]       The Nativity of the Lord
December 24/25, 2025

PRELUDE: “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”
1.	Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"  Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; with angelic hosts proclaim:  "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

2.	Hail, the heav'n born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
	Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788. Tune: from a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, 1809-1915.

GATHERING SONG: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain:	O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of hea-v'n above!  Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
	Text and tune:  John F. Wade, 1711-1786; tr. by Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880.  

GLORIA: “Mass of Renewal”
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

1. 	We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

2. 	Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy, have mercy on us.  

3. 	For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. Amen. 

FIRST READING
PSALM 98: “Sing to Our God”
Sing to our God a new song, for God has done marvelous deeds!  O sing to our God, sing to our God, sing to our God a new song!  (Last time: repeat “Sing to our God a new song!”)    
By Kevin Keil.  Copyright 1997 by Kevin Keil.  Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission under OneLicense.net.

SECOND READING
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Mass of Renewal”
Please sing with cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Verses text copyright 1969, 1981, 1997. Copyright 2009 by Curtis Stephan.  Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission.
GOSPEL
HOMILY
CREED
	I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
	I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: (bow) And by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: “Sing Alleluia” (4:00 pm)
Refrain: 	Sing alleluia, sing.  Sing alleluia, sing.  
Sing alleluia, sing, sing alleluia to the Lord!

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (6:00 pm and 10:00 am found under Communion)

“O Holy Night” (arr. LaRosa) (9:00 pm) 
INVITATION TO PRAYER   
Priest:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy church.
Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation
When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.

Amen
A-men, a-men, a-men!  A-men, a-men, a-men!
Revised Mass of Creation.  Setting by Marty Haugen.  Copyright 1984, 2010 by G.IA. Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-701559

The Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.
	People: Amen.
[image: ]	Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	People: And with your spirit.                                                                                   
  Priest/Deacon: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

Lamb of God: 
Lamb of God:  you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.
Lamb of God:   you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.
Lamb of God:  you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace, grant us peace.
By Marty Haugen.  Copyright 1987 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-701559

COMMUNION: “Silent Night”
1. Silent Night!  Holy Night!  All is calm, all is bright 'round yon Virgin Mother and Child!  Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace!  Sleep in heavenly peace!

      2.	Silent Night!  Holy Night!  Shepherds quake at the sight!  Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing "Alleluia!"  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Silent Night!  Holy Night!  Son of God, love's pure light, radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace.  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!
	Text:  Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849, tr. by John F. Young, 1820-1885.  Tune:  Franz X. Gruber, 1787-1863. English Carol, 18th century.




“Angels We Have Heard On High”
1.	     Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain:	Glo-ria in excelsis Deo!  Glo-ria in excelsis Deo! 

2.	     Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  Say what may        the tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song.

3.	     Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

4.	     See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.     French traditional carol.

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

1.	It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious King”; The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

2.	Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, and still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world: Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing, And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3.	Yet with the woes of sin and strife, the world has suffered long; beneath the heav’n-ly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong; and warring humankind hears not the ti-dings which they bring; O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the angels sing.

4.	For, lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, And all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. Text: Edmund Sears. Tune: Richard S. Willis

“The First Noel”   
Refrain:	Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel!
SENDING FORTH: “Joy to the World”
1.	Joy to the world!  the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; let ev'ry heart prepare him room, and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories      of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.             Text: Psalm 98, Isaac Watts, 1674-1748.  Tune:  George F. Handel, 1685-1759.                                 
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