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My Experience at Diocesan Work Camp
Katie Brehm provides a report on her week at Diocesan Work Camp

Work Camp was one of the best weeks of my summer. Everything, from going to daily Mass in the mornings to
building a deck, was so filled with joy. It was amazing to watch and do. My favorite part of the trip was working with

my Crew.

There were six of us in total, four teens and two adults. None of us had been to a work camp before, so when we first
met on Saturday, we were strangers to each other, but by the end of the week, after hot days of work and games,

we were working and talking like we had known each other far longer than five days. I couldn't have asked for a more
joyful week than the one I shared with 230 or so other people working, laughing, and praying at work camp.
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Redeemer Youth Loose in the Wild

Recently, seven of our youth participated in a white-water rafting/camping trip with four other Catholic churches in
the Richmond area. Joining the group was Seminarian Aventon Grimes who provided wonderful stories, reflections
and an energetic passion for our faith. The youth were also blessed to have Father Renier join them for a beautiful

Mass in the woods of West Virginia. It was a faith filled experienced bursting with the joy of being in God's creation.

"Ob Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. Yonder is
the sea, great and wide, which teems with things innumerable, living things both small and grear.” Psalms 104:24-25
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RISE Against Hunger

Next up: A wonderful opportunity for all ages to work together to fight hunger with our
RISE Against Hunger packing event, Saturday, August 23. See the included flyer for more
details and registration information. Wleleoming, o fon s0 goara.

1976 - 2026

International Potluck

Many thanks to all who shared food reflecting your cultural heritage last month! We fed about 300 people with a
variety of delicious dishes and we doubt anyone went away hungry. Special thanks to the musicians and dancers for
their beautiful and inspiring performances, kicking oft the event. This couldn’t have happened with a few hands alone,
so a BIG thanks for all who brought food to share and helped with the cleanup.

Youth Isabella Holmes and Braden Puleo were

wonderful emcees! o s R oo

50th Committee members Linda Kocsis and
Paulette Beasley help prepare the amazing food
tables along with Meredith Minter.
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Rise

[exverrence]

Rise Against Hunger works in

countries worldwide to fight

’I/)Z’Il'- rr

hunger, targeting communities
facing high rates of food insecurity.

25,056 meals

Church of thé
Redeemer

Saturday, August 23rd
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

events.riseagainsthunger.org/ChurchRedeemer2025
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Fellowship, Fun, and Charitable Activities for All Ages

Our year of celebrating our Redeemer 50 Anniversary Homecoming continues all summer long!

September 8-13 brings our Redeemer annual Haiti Yard Sale. Proceeds support our struggling brothers and
sisters in Haiti and help support a school and AFAL, the Association of Female Activists in Lascahobas. There are
many volunteer opportunities. Let’s wear our anniversary t-shirts and make this Yard Sale the best one ever!

Octoberfest: Music After 5:30 Mass on Saturday, October 4. Come hear Simply Us and Friends, Food will be
available for purchase . Children 12 and under can participate in fun activities and babysitting will be
provided.

To stay up to date on all the A nniversary Homecoming activities, go to
churchredeemer.org or scan the QR Code:

Good News Resources

There are many ways to find out what’s happening at Redeemer. Search our website or Facebook page. Sign up at
flocknote.com and choose which publications you would like automatically sent to you. We encourage you to
share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.

'P Churchredeemer.org
ﬂ Facebook.com/ChurchRedeemer

G Churchoftheredeemer.flocknote.com
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From the Desk of Father Jim

Sharing Liturgical Experiences

Several weekends ago, I travelled to a part of our Richmond Diocese I had
never seen before. The experience was quite enlightening for me and
somewhat of a spiritual retreat. Just several hours to the south and west of
Richmond is the cluster of All Saints Church in Floyd, Risen Lord in Stuart,
and St. Joseph’s in Woodlawn. Each parish is served by one pastor, Fr.
Herman, who is assisted by a lay business administrator for all three churches.
While I was miles away, Fr. Herman shared his experiences of SW Virginia with
Redeemer parishioners and the unique needs they have as small communities.
This trip for both of us was part of the annual Diocese of Richmond
Missionary Co-op exchange to support and raise awareness of our smaller
diocesan church communities and their growing needs.

My tirst stop was in Floyd, Virginia, about an hour outside of Blacksburg. All
Saints is one of our more liturgically traditional churches in the diocese. Much
like the other two parishes, it was located oftf a beautiful mountain view road
justacross from the older Lutheran Church they had worshipped in before the

construction of their church. One of the original members filled me in on its
history and the hard work in creating their own worship space.

The next morning, Sunday, Ileft very early to head down to Stuart, Virginia, for the 8:30 am Mass. Risen Lord is a bit more modern
but a smaller Church. It was obvious to me how very close the small parish of about 75 households truly is; fortunately, much like
Redeemer, coffee and something to snack on after Mass were provided. I was very appreciative of their warmth and hospitality as
I'headed out for the third of my stops and two more Masses.

Climbing over a very winding and challenging road was certainly one of the most memorable moments of my journey. Arriving at
St. Joseph’s Church in Woodlawn for the 11:30 am Mass, I shared with the parishioners how the expression ‘going out for a Sunday
morning drive’ had taken on a whole new meaning for me. The second of the two Masses in Woodlawn at 1:30 was mostly in
Spanish and VERY well attended. I was so grateful to have an interpreter to assist me with my homily and the words of welcome
and thanks I wished to offer their parishioners.

Opverall, I very much welcomed the opportunity to witness and preside in liturgical spaces quite different from ours, to listen to the
stories of their traditions, and to be blessed by their kindness to me. The timing was just right for a ‘road trip.” I look forward to
next year’s adventure!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Redeemer Angels Stay Busy!

Court Redeemer's Angels #2456 - Catholic Daughters of the Americas recently had the opportunity to visit with their sponsored
seminarian, Aventon Grimes, during his summer assignment at St. Bridget's Church. It was a beautiful mass, celebrated by
Father Shuping. It was a joy to witness the seminarian's growth and dedication firsthand. Please continue to keep them in your
prayers!

Stamping Angels Update

Thanks to everyone who buys cards from the Stamping Angels card rack! The sale of our cards finances this ministry.
We mail over 25 cards per month and provide cards for numerous occasions.

Due to postage and supply increases, our prices are going up to $4 per card or 4 for $15.

Thank you for understanding and supporting this vital ministry!
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One Bread One Cup Conference at St. Meinrad

Submitted by Rose Woods

I was blessed to attend the One Bread One Cup Conference at St. Meinrad Archabbey in Indiana this past July with Alex Brehm,
Emma Fitzsimmons, Riley Haskins, and Derek Lopez. At St. Meinrad, I grew in my faith, stepped out of my comfort zone, and
met incredibly welcoming youth and college interns.

Upon our arrival, we were divided into small groups, where we focused on the ministry of our choice. There were unbreakable
bonds built within each group. We took what we had learned in our groups and put it into practice during morning prayer, the
stewardship group with Alex and Riley served meals, and Emma, Derek, and I'served as cantors at daily Mass. One of my favorite
parts was chanting with everyone in unison and praying Compline and Vespers with the Benedictine Monks who reside at St.
Meinrad. We had the opportunity to experience Adoration, Confession, and Daily Liturgical Moments/Talks about Mission,
Sacrament, and Word. Adjusting back to my usual routine after leaving has been challenging, given the peacetul experience I had.

I, of course, will keep on singing like I did in the cantor development program there, but I plan to also use my voice to share my
taith and journey with anyone God calls me to. It is beyond words how much this beautiful experience meant to me, butI could
not have done it without the support of my parish family and the leadership of Renee Reisenweaver and Robbie Prezioso.
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Gospel Reflection

Today's challenging Gospel passage reveals to us what happens when one or more
members of a household fail to open themselves to the cleansing fire of God's love
and, therefore, fail to live in union with God. The result is disunity, at least on the
deepest and truest level. God is not the cause of disunity; sin is.

When one person is united to God and another is immersed in a life of sin, true
spiritual unity is not possible. Of course, the two might still share some common interests and might even superficially
get along each day. Sdill, there will never be an experience of authentic spiritual friendship and communion if God is
absent from one or both hearts.

Reflect, today, upon the deepest spiritual desire you have. If you are honest with yourself, you will discover that the
deepest desire in your heart is the desire for love. We are made to give and receive love. First, this desire is fulfilled by
opening ourselves to the love of God. When that happens, we will be able to share God's love with others and receive
God's love from them. Nothing in life could be more fulfilling than this.

Linda Kastleberg, Good News Reporter

Cherry on Top of a Great Trip!

Thanks for sharing, Cherry Family! Below is a bighlight of the trip from Melissa Cherry.

Our family enjoyed an unforgettable summer vacation in June, exploring Edinburgh, Scotland; London, England; and

Paris, France.

QT | While strolling through Edinburgh, we were thrilled to come across St. Patrick’s Roman
St Patrick’s Catholic Church and the Shrine of the Venerable Margaret Sinclair.

L Roman Catholic Church . . .
R e e e This was especially meaningful for our daughter Grace, who recently completed her

confirmation at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart alongside her Redeemer friends and
chose Margaret as her saint.

Discovering the shrine felt like a serendipitous and special way to kick off our European

adventure!

— —

RGARTIA
SINCLAW. \ N,

R g\ \
) '%,', \

n
=SSN




image5.jpg
&‘ Good News August 2025 ’B

By Their Deeds

Ed Soniat — Quietly Living Out the Word

Last Spring, Church of the Redeemer issued an interesting
challenge called the “Reverse Lent” project. A form appeared
with all the days of Lent listed in two columns, and each day
had a food or clothing item, a “personal favorite” or monetary
suggestion to collect until Easter weekend when everything
would be donated to MCEF. Many of us thought it was a great
idea and enjoyed somewhat of a scavenger hunt throughout the
Lenten season until the bags in my own front hall were
overflowing. When we delivered our goods there were lots of
other bags and boxes in the church foyer, and I remembered
wondering, “Who’s going to deliver all that stuff?”

First, I explored the MCEF organization itself and enjoyed an
enlightening tour of the facility by MCEF President Tom
Hubert. He described all the teamwork involved in carrying
out the mission of seven distinct ministries under one

umbrella. He said Redeemer was one of the original three

churches that started the combined pantry effort around Thanksgiving in 1976, and while there are now 37 churches
participating, Redeemer consistently provides the most support. While several of our parishioners volunteer in various
ways I heard the name Ed Soniat more than once and discovered he tends to fly under the radar of recognition.

A quiet, unassuming man with a subtle twinkle in the eyes and the occasional, cheerful chuckle, Ed became a
Redeemer parishioner in 1978 along with his wife of 58 years, Anne. He was originally from Louisiana while Anne is a
Mechanicsville native and their home is on her family’s land going back several generations. Ed said he doesn’t think of
himself as a leader — he “supplements what other people do” via the yellow sheets and coftee ministry. He derives his
greatest sense of purpose as a volunteer in delivering our abundant contributions to MCEF and he credits parishioner
Lisa Rider with being a great assistant in that endeavor. The “Reverse Lent” project generated 131 bags of food and
other items along with several hundred dollars in monetary donations. He said it simply makes him feel good to know
he helps other people. Anne, a former elementary school teacher, joined us in the interview and said she has had to cut
back on her volunteering due to health concerns but she enjoys helping Ed whenever possible.

Considering how generously the Redeemer community responds to MCEF’s ongoing requests for keeping the shelves
stocked, Ed stays very busy transporting goods with little or no fanfare or recognition. He finds joy in living out the
Word to the best of his ability behind the scenes, inspiring us all to make a positive difference in our own ways as well.

Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter
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CONGRATULATIONS

+«.to this year's high school graduates,
We wish them the best of luck in whatever
they plan for the future,

Mark Adams
Joey Anstett
Karen Brault
David Burke
Lisa Byrnes
Mike Elliott
Jeff Hanlon
David Johnson
Susan Stack
Cecilia Vitale
Mike Vitale
Mary Wawrzyniak
Susan Wright

«..to Kelly White, one of only six ninth
graders at Stonewall Jackson Jr. High to
receive the coveted Jacksonian Award.
This is the highest award given by the
school and is voted by the faculty to
those students who have excelled in schol-
arship, leadership and citizenship.

««.to Peter Larkin, a rising senior at
Lee Davis High School who has been named
News-Leader Youth Page Correspondent from
Lee Davis for 1980-81.

++oto Mary Iewis (belatedly) who was named
"Most Valuable Player" on the Stonewall
Jackson girls' basketball team earlier
this year.

++oto Mary Jones, voted "Best All Round
Girl" at Stonewall Jackson. Mary also
received a service pin for her help and
involvement with the SCA,

++.to thespians Mike Anstett, Ken Davis,
Karin Irmen, Steve Murphy, Jackie Reardon
and Michael Ritz who performed so beau-
tifully and professionally in "The Music
Man."

...to all those other teens (and there
are many) who have excelled in one way
or another during the past year and have
not been recognized simply because we did
not hear of their accomplishments.

]

THE PASTOR'S CORNER...

Each of us has within us a dream of what the
church could be. For me, I had a dream of
local church four years ago that was shared
by this parish., That dream was to btuild a
strong neighborhood church...people minis-
tering to one another in small clusters,

sharing prayer, religious education and
action.

In the past year my earlier dreams have been

updated and surpassed my earlier ones, I
still dream of a church that would be an

adult-centered church. That community would

stand in the midst of and address itself to

all the needs of people in and out of church.

My studies in the Doctor of Ministry Program
have exposed me to many possibilities of
personal growth and growth for a parish
community. For this updated dream to take
flesh, I invite this parish to continue to
share their journeys in faith with one
another through small groups in study,
action and prayer.

Whatever our style of parish or direction
it grows in during this, our coming year

five, we must work for a lay adult church
for the sake of the world.

B 8.8&1__J

JUNE NURSERY SCHEDULE

6/1 - 10:30 - Beverly Owens and Susan
Williams

6/7 - 5:30 - Elaine Fenne and Terry Del
Vecchio

6/8 - 10:30 - Debbie Wilmoth and Kim Talley

6/14 - 5:30 - Delores Smith and Judy Guild
6/15 - 10:30 - Cindy Maher and Phyllis
Meredith

6/21 - 5:30 - Mary and Michelle Lozito

6/22 - 10:30 - Eileen and Lynn Talley

5:30 - Wanda DelVecchio and Ronni
Prezioso

7/1 - 10:30 - Phyllis and Pat Patrick

O\
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Please volunteer to work in the Nursery...
particularly if you use it.
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