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Heard the News?

Have you or your ability-challenged loved ones “heard” the latest news? Did you know there’s a wonderful, free
radio service for anyone who “can’t access the written page” — and they even provide the radios? Virginia Voice is
celebrating 47 years of volunteer services,
“connecting individuals with disabilities to
information using technology and the human
voice.” The nonprofit organization, sustained
through donations and grants, offers many
volunteer opportunities besides actually reading
the broad, diverse assortment of topics that
include live readings of the Richmond Times-

Dispatch every morning. I actually read the

Catholic Virginian, spread out over two weeks in
30-minute slots. We can’t cover it all but our listeners know they can find more on the CV website with assistance.
If you can’t volunteer, please at least spread the word and consider making a tax-deductible donation! Visit

www.virginiavoice.org for more information.

Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter

Stewarding Our Ship

The three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasure are the principles of Catholic stewardship. “Stewarding our Ship” is a
teatured column that will highlight ways to wisely give of our time, personal service and/or financial resources in

ways that serve God, our parish and others.

Jesus calls us as disciples — and disciples make conscious efforts to give of our first fruits, not from what’s “left
over.” How can we rearrange or rethink our lives such that we strive to serve God firse? Look for future topics that
cover how we can build our calendars around serving the church using our physical gifts. Today we focus on the
gift of talent.

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)

TALENT - GOD SPEAKS THROUGH OUR TALENTS (BY LUANN ORIE)

Each of us, whether we believe it or not, have unique abilities and gifts that are God-given. We are tasked with
recognizing and developing our gifts and then using them in service to others and to glorify God. Employing our

talents can lead to spiritual enrichment — for ourselves as well as those we serve. As Christians, we are called to

serve. (continued on next page)
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Redeemer has numerous ministries that will benefit from a multitude of specific talents — but in reality — the most

important talent is your presence.

Use the handy chart below to review a limited list of ways to share your gifts with our parish. Contact the parish

for a list of ministries and find out how you can get involved.

Creative/Artistic Organizational/Planning
e ACCENT/art & environment ¢  Coordinate ministries
¢ Vacation Bible School ¢ Plan faith formation events
e Landscaping e  Office volunteer
¢ Prayer Shawls ¢ Stewardship Committee
e Stamping Angels
e  Music Ministry
¢ CREATE YOUR OWN
Teaching/Mentoring Leadership/Encouragement
¢ Children’s Religious Education ¢ EVERY ministry can benefit from great leadership
e Youth Religious Education and encouragement.
e Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, Leading groups for youth (i.e., altar servers)
First Communion, Confirmation) Young Adult Ministry
e  Adult Faith Formation Usher
¢ OCIA
Technical/Professional Communication/Listening
¢ Finance Council e  Grief groups
e Parish outreach events to share knowledge e  Good News (newsletter)
e  Offer support to the parish office ¢ Lector
Service/Hospitality Spiritual
¢  Welcoming Committee ¢  Confirmation sponsor
e  Funeral Receptions ¢ Extraordinary Minister of Eucharist
e  Coffee Ministry e OCIA sponsor
e Marriage Prep
e  FEucharist for the sick/homebound

Finding ways to use your talents is the easy part. The real challenge comes in finding ways to serve generously and
taithfully. Your engagement may be exactly what someone else needs to step us and share their talents, too.
Together, we can advance God’s kingdom through service to others.

As each one has received a gift, use it toserve one another as good stewards of God's varied grace
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Jesus’ Parables Remind Us to Keep Asking Questions

Parables may sound easy, but they are not obvious.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” (Matthew 13:51)

None of us likes to appear ignorant. Chances are when someone asks if you’re aware of a bit of news, you’re
tempted to say, “Of course.” Meanwhile, your mind is a hamster wheel racing through all the headlines you’ve
grazed lately in a desperate search for the needed information. It’s not that we pretend to know more than we do,
necessarily. It’s that we presume we know more than we do.
Which is to say, we presume we know more than anyone

who’s talking to us.

This miniature arrogance that imagines we’re the most
informed person in our circle likely extends in other
directions. We assume our opinions are the right opinions. If
we are dog people, we’re suspicious of folks who don’t
swoon over our animals. If we enjoyed a movie, we look
askance at the person who dismisses it as cinematic garbage.

My friend Erin disliked onions in her food. She would sit at

my table night after night and pick every particle of this
vegetable from the meals I prepared. I should clarify that I add onions to everything short of ice cream. I imagined
someone dropped Erin on her head as a child, which is the most charitable thought I can muster for an onion-
hater. No doubt Erin thought something equally damaging had happened to my brain, since I continued to serve

her onions.

The thing is, for many if not most of us, being wrong isn’t an option. If our foolishness becomes undeniable, we’ll
hasten to qualify it. There’s a good reason, if not a bulletproof excuse, for why we weren’t in possession of the
correct facts, or that our behavior was in some limited sense flawed. The farther we’re out of our depthin a

conversation, the more frantically we attempt to swim to shore.

It seems something like this was going on during the long and imaginative discourse Jesus directs to his disciples
about the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus describes in lush detail how the Kingdom is like an improbable sower of
seeds who scatters them in every direction with abandon. Or perhaps it’s a thwarted farmer who allows wheat and
weeds to grow together in the fields until harvest time. The kingdom’s a tiny mustard seed that matures to
magnificence. And it’s yeast hidden in flour to create the miracle of bread. It’s buried treasure lost and found. It’s
a merchant of fine pearls who discovers to his joy the pearl of a lifetime. It’s a dragnet cast into the sea that dredges

up what-ever’s out there for a later sorting.

After delivering this effusive extended description of the mysteries of God’s realm, Jesus asks his followers, “Do
you get it?” And their one-word response in unison to this whole remarkable teaching is, “Yes.” Just yes. Which to

me sounds quite suspicious.
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“Sure, Jesus. What you just said.” Don’t you suspect this response is a cover-up for a lot of head-scratching and
confusion? How can the reign of God be perceived in so many diverse ways? Seeds and weeds, bread and pearls,
and fish and garbage! Yet the disciples betray no hesitation about having absorbed this complex lesson. It’s not
merely that they don’t want to appear dull before Jesus. They’re also, as we know, competitive with one another
about their personal rank and rating in this enterprise. Surely the one who earns a seat of honor in Jerusalem won’t

be the one who frowns and asks, “Hmm. What does this have to do with chasing the Romans out of our country?”

Mark’s gospel, the shortest and first one written down, is most willing to routinely identity the disciples as a day
late and a dollar short in discerning what Jesus is about. Note, the first evangelist was not among the original
tollowers of Jesus, though tradition places him in the company of Peter. Mark’s primary source, then, was the
stories Peter told during their work together in the early days of the church. Peter earned his humility the hard
way, in embarrassing episodes of impulsive speech and behavior—not to
mention three painful denials. In his wiser years, doubtless he would
have been frank about how obtuse the disciples had originally been,

including his own sorry record of incomprehension.

When it’s Matthew’s turn to write his account a few decades later, he
uses Mark’s material but edits out the unflattering parts. After all, by his
generation, the first disciples are heroes and, in many cases, martyrs for
the faith. So, when Jesus asks his summary question, “Did you get
everything I just said?” the reply will neatly be, “Of course.”

Twenty centuries later, the real question is not what the first disciples
understood but what you and I get out of all this as hearers of the Word.
We are, at least, no longer self-deceived that Jesus’ purpose was to drive
the ancient Romans from Israel. But it’s still easy for us to dismiss all
this kingdom talk as pertaining to a heavenly home in the hereafter.

Seeds and weeds and pearls and fish and garbage? Surely, Jesus will sort

it all out one day from his judgment seat. In the meantime, you and I

need simply to go to church and follow the rules.

This dismissal conveniently ignores what Jesus also says: The kingdom is near, among us, within us. Yes, we say,
we get it. And really sort of don’t. What’s apparent in tales of the kingdom is that its arrival starts small, in seeds
and yeast and the irritation inside a clamshell, becoming through time and effort a remarkable bounty hidden in
plain sight. While we’re looking up at the sky for the sun to swirl or angels to descend, the kingdom is maturing
right under our noses in the unnoticed labor of farmers, in a fishing crew’s perseverance, in a merchant’s relentless

dreams, in a woman feeding her family daily.
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God’s kingdom creeps into our awareness as a small child struggles to learn
to read. As an artist is inspired by an image and races swiftly back to her
studio. As a father applies for yet another job this week without losing
hope of success. As an elderly person patiently undergoes months of

physical therapy to regain mobility after a fall.

The kingdom squeezes through the cracks in our days: when we’re ready
to clobber a clerk who screwed up our order but, at the last second, we
choose to smile, be gracious, and let a fellow mortal off the hook. When
we opt out of blaming the other side for everything and, instead, seek ways

to work together for mutually valued goals. When we stop saying, “It’s

impossible,” and begin saying, “Let’s try.”

Toward the end of my seventh decade, I’'m only just learning how to admit I don’t know everything. I’'m often out
of the loop of new information. I haven’t read that book everybody’s talking about. I don’t always or often know
the right answer or what to do. If I were present at one of Jesus’ amazing lessons and he asked if everybody got it
all, I hope I would have the courage to raise my hand and say, “Not really. Could you run through that one more
time?” Parables may sound easy, but they are not obvious. The kingdom is not a place or a time but a decision

we’re making every hour. It begins small. But like every meal that Jesus serves, it can feed a multitude.

[reprinted with permission]
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Emma Martin
Maurice Aufderheide
Lily Benton

Scarlett Caballero
Susanna Scarbrough
Elaina Easter
Silvana Guerrero
Victoria Strobach
Mark Arnoldi
Nathaniel Xavier Bocobo
Miriam Purcell
Jacqueline Arnoldi
Memphis Carrion
Alex Evanko

Hadley Stilwell

Sofia Mallory Romero
Mia Lopez

Quentin Shute

Austine Mutisya

14

14

14

14

15

15

15

16

16

16

16

16

18

18

18

19

19

19

23

Eleanor Skrdla
Olivia Richardson
Joseph Schliessmann
Faith Parro

Hunter Bullara
Bailey Suber Hicks
Raegan Civils
Lucas Soto
Dwight Burkhead
Carter Young
Sutton Ekman
ColtonTurnauer
Cody Healey

John Bednarczyk
BrookLynn Byrnes
William Conlan
Alex Duggan
Alexis Poprik

Eric Mayers

23

23

26

26

26

27

27

28

29

29

29

30

30

30

Killian Geary
Isabelle Henley
LilianaVanSant
Marleigh Helmick
McKenna Coyle
Ryan Eavey

Brady Tekavec
Merrick Randolph
Logan Worthington
Gabrielle Bieda
Mackenzie Dzielak
Lewis Cahalan
Elizabeth Good

Myles Parrish
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David Berberich
Katherine Buhse
Jason Cowan
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Ramo Zepeda
Lauren Beshada
Edward Bolka
Justin Call
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Ann Hare

Rick Keck
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Aaron Jones
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Caroline Naumann
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Matthew Rae
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Teresa Witte
Emily Cornelius
Craig Giese
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Jim Hannon
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Nancy Ambert
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Victoria Klapper
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Shannon Stokes
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Ken Walton
Melina Ambert
Patrick Atkins
Chad Baron
Edward Buhse
Gabriel Corey
Keith Hill

Sal Mannino
Sharon McGuinn
Mary McLaughlin
Marla Payton
Judy Saunders
Stephen Sweet
Adam Swierczewski
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Ryan Cass

Tim Cook
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Jennifer Hesoun
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Skye Phillips

Tom Schnurman
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Mike Stehlin
Justin Taggart
Samantha Terry
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Patricia Crocker
Aidan Loftus
Winter Mercado
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Rebecca Townsend
James Tracy
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Christine Currie
Joseph Golden
Tiffany Harmon
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Kimanh Nguyen
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Joseph and Kathleen
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Mike and Liz
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Fred and Sharon
Charles and Elizabeth
John and Jennifer
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Chris and Peggy
Steven and Kristin
Stephen and Michelle
Brendan and Chelsea
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From the Desk of Father Jim

It’s that time of the year where students of all ages begin a new school
year. Fittingly, I re-watched one of my favorite comedy

movies, Back to School, which came outin 1986. The

comedy featured Thornton Mellon (Rodney Dangerfield) who decides
to enter Grand Lakes University, the school his son Jason had

just enrolled in. My college and graduate studies were interesting and
memorable enough but far less entertaining.

As a new school year begins, students return with different feelings:
excitement, hope, nervousness, or even fear. Some are meeting new
teachers and classmates; others are facing greater responsibilities,

difficult subjects, or important decisions about their future.

Whatever the circumstances, the beginning of school is an invitation to
remember that God is present in every part of our lives — including the
classroom, the playground, the examination room, and

the friendships that are formed.

School is not only a place to gain information or prepare for a career. Education should form the whole person: the
mind, the heart, the conscience, and the ability to make responsible choices. Every genuine search for truth can lead us
closer to God, who is Truth itself. When students study Science, History, Mathematics, Literature, or the Arts, they
discover something about the order, beauty, and complexity of creation. Studying, therefore, need not be separated
from faith.

Let us always remember that the Lord comes not only in prayer, but also in a student’s work and study. This means
that diligence is more than a way to earn good grades. It can be an oftering to God. Concentrating on an assignment,
persevering through difficulty, asking for help, and using one’s abilities responsibly are all ways of growing in virtue.

As students return to school, may they seck not only success, but wisdom; not only knowledge, but truth; and not only
achievement, but a life shaped by Christ and offered in service to others. Grades matter, but they do not determine a
person’s worth. Success is not measured only by achievement, popularity, athletic ability, or appearance. Each student
ALREADY possesses dignity because he or she isloved by God. Welcome to the new school year!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Reflection of The Word

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

"It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the
dogs.". She said, "Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that
fall from the table of their masters.”. Then Jesus said to her in reply,

"I woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.".
Matthew 15:26-28

Imagine the Son of God referring to you as a dog. For most of us we
would deeply be offended So why would Jesus say such a thing? He
drew out of this woman and act of profound humility and

faith. Jesus invited her to rise to this humbling response which

prompted Him to declare, "O woman, great is your faith!". He
wants to do the same with each one of us.

God often allows similar experiences in the lives of the faithful. It is easy to assume that if we follow Christ, we
will be shielded from difticulty. Just like the example of this woman, she cries out to Jesus to have pity on her
because her daughter is tormented by a demon. But what does Jesus do? He appears to ignore her--not because he
is displeased or uncaring, but to test her faith. This is a divine test. And God never permits more than we can
endure by His grace.

Reflect today on the ways God may be inviting you to a deeper faith through silence, delay, or trial. Could He be
calling you, like this woman, to heroic humility and steadfast trust? This testing is often the very means by which
His greatest works of grace are accomplished in you and through you.

Jesus, I trust in you!

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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Redeemer Remembers — May 1993

"Good News" Page 2

Formation in the Word
Advisory Group Members

Martha Wood Pat Laughlin Chris Stilwell Susan Darling
John Vitale Jan Vitale Ed Soniat

Formation in the Word of God is a lifelong process in which Roman Catholics journey and grow in
their faith. For many Christians the center of their formation is the liturgy where one of the most visible
symbols is the Lectionary and the proclamation of the Word of God.

The Lectionary contains the heart of the Bible. The respect and honor we give the book is shown in
how we carry it high in procession. The pulpit being in balance with the altar further shows the importance
and respect we attach to the readings. The Vatican Council recognized the Word as one expression of the
rcal presence of Christin the liturgy. The Lectionary was compiled by a group from the Council from readings
from the Bible. Many faiths use a Lectionary modeled after the one
developed by Vatican II.

There are three cycles to the Lectionary: A, B, and C. The first
Sunday of Advent serves as the start of a new cycle. Year A is for the
Gospel of Matthew, B for Mark, and C for Luke. The Gospel of John is A uupppue ) i
saved for the seasons of Lent and Easter, and several other times of the
year.

The first Reading is from the Old Testamentor, during the Easter season, from the Acts of the Apostles.
The second reading is always from one of the New Testament letters. The third reading is always from one
of the four Gospels.

The first reading and psalm is chosen to complement the Gospel. The second reading is chosen to have
Christians become more familiar with the Epistles, while the Gospel reflects the life of Jesus.

Formation in the Word of God is not limited to the liturgy. There are many opportunities available
to help individuals grow and deepen their faith. As individuals, we learn at different levels according to our
life experiences. Redeemer recognizes and offers many formal and informal settings to enhance formation
in the Word. Adult, Youth and Children’s Religious Education programs, and programs of sacramental
preparation should be developed around the current needs of the people. ‘‘Meeting space’” needs to be
developed which fosters an environment of dialogue and sharing, for it is from the sharing in and of one
another’s faith that formation and growth occur in their most profound way.

The continual participation of all of Redeemer’s family members in the process of faith formation is
critical to the growth in the life of faith. We are all responsible for one another’s formation of faith. Each
of us should continue to give and receive, teach and learn.
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Are you called

to be'a deacon?

Learn about the history, ministry,
and beauty of the diaconate

Information sessions:

Sept. 21: St. Mark, Virginia Beach
Sept. 22: Pastoral Center, Richmond
Sept. 23: Holy Cross, Lynchburg
Meetings are at 7 p.m.

41%. Presented by the Office of the Permanent Diaconate
s https:/ /bit.ly/ CDRDeacons Sept. 14.

Register by
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Saint of the Month

Saint Rose of Lima August 23rd

St. Rose of Lima was born Isabel Flores de Oliva on April 20, 1586, in
Lima, Peru, to Spanish immigrants Gaspar Flores and Maria de Oliva.
According to tradition, a household servant remarked that the infant's
face was as beautiful as a rose in bloom, and she became known as
"Rose."” She was confirmed with that name by St. Turibius of

Mogrovejo, the Archbishop of Lima. Even as a child, Rose displayed a
deep love for God and a desire to imitate the saints. She especially admired St. Catherine of Siena and longed to
dedicate her life completely to Christ.

Rose entered the Third Order of St. Dominic (now known as the Lay Dominicans), allowing her to remain in her
tamily home while living according to Dominican spirituality. She devoted herself to daily prayer, meditation on
Sacred Scripture, fasting, and acts of penance. Rose’s love for Christ naturally led her to love His people. She cared
for the poor, the elderly, and the sick, often bringing them into a small room she built on her family's property.
This simple shelter became one of the first places in Peru dedicated to caring for those in need.

To help support her family, who experienced financial hardship, Rose worked diligently by sewing, embroidering,
and growing flowers in the family garden, which she sold at the market. She believed that ordinary work,
performed with love and offered to God, was itself a form of prayer. Her life reminds us that holiness is not found
in extraordinary circumstances but in extraordinary love for God expressed through faithful daily living.

Throughout her life, Rose endured periods of physical illness, yet she accepted these sufferings with remarkable
taith, oftering them for the conversion of sinners, the needs of the Church, and the salvation of souls. St. Rose
died on August 24, 1617, at just 31 years of age. She was beatified in 1668 and canonized by Pope Clement X in
1671, becoming the first person born in the Americas to be declared a saint. St. Rose's life reminds us that holiness
is possible in every state of life. Through prayer, humility, hard work, and loving service to those most in need, she
showed that a heart fully surrendered to Christ can transform the world.

Today, St. Rose of Lima is the patron saint of Peru, Latin America, the Philippines, florists, gardeners,
embroiderers, and those who serve the poor. Her feast day is celebrated on August 23 in the United States and
August 30 in many other parts of the world.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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FEAST OF ST.PHOEBE

Deacon of the Church

“Phoebe” ©2008 Laura James

Begin the day in prayer with Catholics from around the world.
Together we will celebrate the diaconal vocation of women, pray for a
Church that walks together in mission.

AND/OR
Gather with our community for an evening of prayer, inspiration, and
celebration. Together we will reflect on enduring partnerships in mission—
from St. Phoebe and St. Paul, St. Olympias and St. John Chrysostom, and St.
Clare and St. Franci—to the women and men embodying the Church today.

Thursday, September 3

8 am and/or 8 pm
Room 10 - forin Person or if you can’t attend in person,

register to watch on Zoom using the QR Code.

oy

@LERY

Contact Diane at Datkins@ChurchRedeemer.org for information

CHURCH OF THE

Discerning REDEEMER

Deacons

Join us September 3 for a global celebration of St. Phoebe, the deacon commended by St. Paul in Romans 16. Join
us in Room 10 for a gathering featuring prayer, witness, and celebration of St. Phoebe and of the historic Church

teaching on women's leadership that emerged from the recent Synod on Synodality.




