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Good News April 2026

Redeemer Remembers — March 1998

Sharing the Good News with Our Children

ey

If you grew up Catholic, then you probably remember sitting in church as a small child,
staring off into space during the readings and (no offense, Fr. Jim) timing our pastor’s
homily. Thoughts drifted to ways of irritating our siblings, playing with the Mass books,
anything to pass the time. Our children are luckier than we were—they have Children’s
Liturgy of the Word!!

Children’s Liturgy is a special time for the children, ages 3 and above, to separate from
the adults to share in the proclamation of the Sunday Scriptures in a way thatis more
appropriate and appealing. This is not a time to be baby-sat, but a true part of the Mass
for our children. They hear God's word and his message, talk about the “stories”
(readings) and find out how it can relate to their daily lives.

Our parish family has grown rapidly—especially the number of younger members! In
order to improve our ministry, we are about to embark on some sweeping changes in the
way we proclaim God’s word to the children. Starting the first week of Lent, we will have
anew format, a new way of scheduling—even new meeting spaces for our children! For
this reason, there is not a schedule included in this Good News.

This is an exciting time for those of us involved. By the time this issue of Good News
reaches you, some of you will already have received letters explaining the changes in our
ministry. However, we would like to offer participation in this ministry to all members of our parish. In a nutshell, we are
looking for parishioners of all ages who want to share their faith experiences with our children. Thisisa very rewarding
ministry, not only for our children, but for the ministers, too. What adult doesn’t come away with a fresh perspective on a
topic after discussing it with a child?

We will be having a special commitment form in March if you are interested in sharing the Good News with our children.
You would be asked to commit to a few consecutive Sundays each year—as many as you wish, or as few as tvo—when
you can share God's word with our younger members. Call Joann Ritz at 746-4911 or Liz Borysewicz at 550-2895 if you

would like some more information before deciding. -- Liz Borysewicz
Children's Nursery in March
5:30 8:00 11:00
3/7-8 Laura Woodle JohnBillups Alice Peay
Randy Neagle Nikki Smith Wendy Roos
Tammy Neagle Caroline Harvey Lindsay Austin
3/14-15 Amy Curran RobDileo Debbie Qietsch
Patrice Beard KelleyDileo Kay Fajardo
Christina Carrow Donna Mitchell
Rebekah Carrow
3/21-22 Holly Crawford Chris Clary Bruce Sions
- Jenise Jones Michelle Clary ChrisSions
TJ.Eller Patti Birmingham Michelle White
Erin White
3/28-29 KatieBaird RickLong Johanna Kocsis
Jennifer Henderson Nancy Malone LisaRider
Debbie Wilmoth Lauren Gentili Jeffrey Rider
Beth Hazelwood
4/4-5 Elizabeth Tidd KatieStilwell Cheryl Santuro
TimOBrien Marge White ChristinaBlough
LisaO'Brien Kelsey Farmer DinnisEaton
Katie Diacont
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Parishioners Ponder How to “Bridge Divides”

During the Lenten Reflection series presented in March, some 50
parishioners participated in a three-part series entitled "Bridging Divides:
Pope Francis’ Plan for Harmony.” The series was based on the 2020
encyclical by Pope Francis entitled Frazelli Tutti, which is Latin for “All
are Brothers.”

# Parishioners used the “Conversations in the Spirit” (CiS) process which
‘ calls for 1) personal reflection on what was presented by leaders, 2)

| sharing of reflections without being interrupted, and, most of all, 3)
LISTENING to others in their small groups at round tables. A
facilitator at each table guided participants through the process which
enabled them to come up with ideas both for themselves personally, and
for the parish to try and bridge the many social, political, and even
religious divides in our lives.

Parishioners engaged in the "Conversations in the Spirit”

Each of the three weeks was led by a different speaker. In
the first session Deacon Ron Reger spoke on “Who is my
Neighbor?” Dr. Marti Jewell spoke on “Forging a
Different Path” in week two. Steve Bogus spoke on
“Dialogue and a Culture of Encounter” in week three.
Each presentation focused on aspects of the various
chapters in Fratelli Tutti. Dennis and Loretta Beeman
helped organize the themes and publicity and facilitated
the CiS process. Presenter Steve Bogus speaking on
"Dialogue and a Culture of Encounter”

Following the CiS model, participants responded to questions which
prompted deep reflection on how the Holy Spirit is calling them to
bridge divides in their personal lives and in the parish. Parishioners
really appreciated the opportunity to hear the reflections of others and
how they deal with divides in their lives. They also shared what the
Spirit might be calling our parish to do in the future.

Parishioner Rachel Condon reports on results from group discussion
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The following are just a few of the ideas raised in the sessions.

Person

al

Focus on being KIND to all! Do (at least!) one act of kindness each day!

LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN! Less judgment and more openness via listening to others.

Build my personal compassion, acceptance, and understanding of other cultures, races, ethnic differences.
Be courageous, risk meeting someone you don’t know, seck to understand them more, especially if they hold

different views.

Parishioners wear name tags which would make beginning conversations easier.

Move around in church; sit in a different seat occasionally.

Join a new ministry to meet new people and work with them.

Introduce new families at beginning of Mass at least once a month.

“Bootcamp” workshop on how to meet new people.

Sessions after Mass to talk about homily, scriptures, “divides” in our lives

Make the Stewardship Directory, which lists the many opportunities for service in the parish, more available,
hard and electronic copies.

Continue this topic of “bridging divides” on various topics, including political, perhaps quarterly.

In homilies, mention specific examples of differences and how the gospel tells us to bridge them.

Involve the youth in discussions like these.

Outreach - contact people and families that have left Redeemer.

Occasional potluck dinners/festivals focused on various cultures (especially Latino), interaction with those
different from us.

“Welcome” messages on our sign on Meadowbridge in different languages.

Many more were listed by participants and have been recorded for future consideration. We encourage you to use

these id

eas for your own personal growth to help address the divides in your life!
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Gospel Reflection

Dispelling Confusion
Third Sunday of Easter

That very day, the first week, two of Jesus disciples were going to a
village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus and they were
conversing about all the things that had occurred. And it happened
that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near
and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recognizing
him. Luke 24:13-16

Reflect today on the initial confusion of these two disciples, filled with sorrow and bewilderment as they grappled
with recent events. Contrast this with the growth in faith they likely experienced in the months and years

ahead. Little by little, they grew in understanding and belief, allowing their misconceptions about who the Messiah
would be --- not a political leader, but the Savior of the World --- to be dispelled. Whenever you face confusion, turn
to the example of these disciples and learn from the lessons taught through them. Seek Christ in His Word and
Sacraments, trusting that He will dispel doubts and guide you to greater faith.

Ever-present Lord, please humble me so that I turn more fully to You, hearing Your voice and recognizing Your
presence. When I am confused or uncertain, please intervene and open my mind to You and to Your Truth, so thatI
will believe with all my heart and follow wherever You lead. Jesus, I trustin You.

Linda Kastleberg - Good News Reporter
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St Kateri Tekakwitha
Feast Day-April 17th

Kateri was born in 1656 in the Mohawk village of Ossernenon in the present
state of New York. Her father was a Mohawk chief, and her mother was an
Algonquin Christian who had been captured and brought into the Mohawk
community. From her mother, Kateri first learned about Christianity.

Atage four, a smallpox epidemic devastated her village, killing her parents and
brother. Kateri survived but was partially blinded and scarred by the illness—
her name “Tekakwitha” is sometimes interpreted as “she who bumps into
things,” reflecting her impaired vision. She grew up in a traditional Mohawk

environment, expected to marry and contribute to village life. However, she
showed a quiet, reflective personality and often avoided social gatherings.
Around 20 years old, Kateri encountered Jesuit missionaries who instructed her in the Catholic faith. She was baptized
on Easter Sunday in 1676, taking the name Catherine. Her conversion created tension within her community. She
refused to work on Sundays, declined marriage, and devoted herself to prayer—choices that were misunderstood and
sometimes led to ridicule, threats, or isolation.

To practice her faith more freely, Kateri traveled about 200 miles north to a Christian Native community near
Montreal called Kahnawake. This was a mission settlement where Indigenous converts lived according to a blend of
Native traditions and Catholic teaching. While there, Kateri’s spiritual life deepened. She attended daily Mass as often
as possible and practiced fasting and acts of penance. She formed strong friendships with other Christian women and
cared for the sick and the elderly. Kateri became known for her love of the Eucharist and her love of nature seeing God
reflected in creation. She showed a quiet humility and great perseverance in suffering. Her spirituality blended
Indigenous reverence for nature with Catholic contemplative practices.

Kateri died on April 17, 1680, at age 24. Witnesses reported that shortly after her death, the scars on her face
disappeared, leaving her skin clear—this was widely seen as a sign of holiness. Devotion to her spread quickly among
Native and European communities. Many miracles were later attributed to her intercession, including a well-
documented healing that contributed to her canonization. St Kateri was beatified in 1980 by Pope John Paul II and
canonized in 2012 by Pope Benedict. She is the first Native American saint recognized by the Catholic Church. She is
the patron saint of Indigenous peoples, people in exile, the environment and care for creation.

Geri Jones — Good News Reporter
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Mallory Crea

Leo Taormina

Sofia Amargo

Oliver Houston
Mason Tuthill

Grayson Walters

Henley Walters

Emma Rossi

Michael Blatt

Lochlan Howell

Vedamae Floyd

18
Henry Muller
25
Brandt Biller

Harrison Foley

Children's Birthdays May 2026

Jacob Keck

Luca Purcell

Brian Steele

Jordan Lawson

Lorenzo Amato

20

27

Arabella Brinkdopke
Adaleigh Shreffler
Kyler Brinkdopke

William Carroll

Jane Laws

Gloria Steele

Samantha Stough

21

Jack Letourneau

Ryleigh Young

Reese Chittum

Connor Austin

Porter Avery

Elliott Masinick

29

Madeline Sanchez
Alfredo Serrano

Sarah Foley

Gianluca Mannino

Madaleen Griffin

Emma Deshaies

Elliot Winter

Lilah Knott

Grayson DeGarmo

Emma Berberich

Kaia Lazur
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k)
Jim Rosalez

Roberta Hunt

Mark Evans

Susan Wawrzyniak
Robert Reynolds

Kellie Cox

Jessica Luck
Morgan McFadden
Lauren Foley

10

Roberta O'Brien
Farideh Van Arman
Nguyen Hang
Robert Kemmler
Richard Gambriel
Tammy Grove

Diana Ciarochi
Russell Lewis
Michael Zmuda

17
Sujatha Kemler
Laura Jones
Tom Gilardi
George Myers
Augustine Bingat
Nathan Green
Nicole Capaldo
Joseph Foley
Ronald Phillips
Noah Dabney
Grace Cherry

24
Dorothy Rosemond
Ed Kucskar
Angela Sparagna
Jamie Eavey
Eric Donahue
Talon Williams

4
May Lee
Eileen Eltora
Stephen Phillips
Kathy Black
Carol Woychak
Hien Dang
Kristin Arnoldi
Kristin Cobaugh
Oscar Knott
Danny Carrion
Chris Davis
Matthew Blanton

Juliette Cafarella
11
Graham Sherrod
Ray Flournoy
Jeffrey Davis
Daniel O'Connell
Natalie Smith
Anthony Reaux
Benjamin Rossi
Leah Duggan

18
Scott Athey
Leslie Smith
Laura Ganzert
Michelle Vucci
David Balducci
Margaret Thompson
Tracy Mulvihill
Jason Ryan
Rachel Martin
Jacob Harris
Cameron Bradley
Emily Schenack
Lisa Agee
25
Catherine Sprouse
Amanda DilLeo
Brooke Puleo

Robert Flournoy
Frank Smalara
Maria Booker

Genevieve Goodwin
Jared Thomas
Brent Goodwin
Nate Walker

12
Luis Garcia

Alena LaMare

Paula Drumheller

Kevin Reisenweaver
Bryan Rapp

Aaron Kulinowski
Ashton Seifert
Garrett Gibson

Patty Fernandez

19
Michael Daly
Bruce Sions
Lynn Thompson
Thomas Vela
Jennifer Biondi
Jim Hurtubise
Jana Howell
Lauren Kasper
Melissa Gilman

26

Patricia Carr

Jayne Martin
Norman Herman
Nicholas Reisenweaver

Isabel Laws
Michael Castelvecchi
Reagan Crow

(4
Barbara Jennings
Frances Keen
Laura Mechuta
Bernadette Bly
Jill Gaugler
Brendan Carroll
Hunter Parker
Anna Sherrod
Jillian Steele

13

Maria Buehren

Mary Rider

Christopher Darko

Karen Strong

Lisa Hutchison

Jenna Currie

Benjamin Payne

20
Daniel Bechard
Ricardo Dip
Shelby Yacobi
Grady Goodman
Bettina Mader
Kevin Gardner
Cathy Van Drew
Victoria Gambriel
Brandon Cary
Daniel Ruiz
Emma Spain

27
David Lockwood
John Plummer
Jennifer Myers
Nicholas Amendola
Kate Melton
Sebastian Sale

7
Kayla Sauls
Kelly Goleski
Jennifer Godfrey
James Packiam Pillai
Dyanne Gordon
Megan Vela
Alec Benjamin
Austin Baker

14
Anne Jacoby
Catherine McDonough
Crescent Apostolides
Nadine Drumn
Kendall Wiles

21
Karen McNamara
Myrlina Hunley
Stephanie Alley
Mason Cox
Andrew Miller
Mia Parese
Carson Sims

28
Leslie Rittling
Carolyn Brand
Wes Keck
Catherine Boggess
Dennis Balducci
Nicolle Currie
Bryan Lawlor
Samantha Kelly
Rachel Jones
Brittany Cong
Erik Logsdon

Robert Davis
Eileen Melton
Julie Munn
Lisa Neault

William Free
Scott Currie
Megan Long
Daniel Ivory
Anna Godlewski
Joel Cooney
]
Nancy Bryant
Eileen Dumansky
Arthur Chavez
Deanna Chavez
James Davis
Mary Baker
Brook Stearns
Catherine Chapman
Robert Smith
Ashley Smith

15
Keven Sandy
David Kemler
Douglas Dompkowski
Matthew Bowman
Jeremy Tate
Sarah Goolsby
Hannah Ramey
Meghan Malpass

22
Colleen Kanner
Joseph Valenti
Richard White
Michael Caito

Margaret Loew-Cooney
Debbie Zmuda
Rita Ze[eda
Kevin Donahue
Spencer Aitken
Tyler Elrod
John Brereton
Sean Gaudreau

29
Ursula Gebhardt
Jane Sale
Juan Ruiz
Philippe Vandeginste
Schay Leonard
Gerrit Moyar
Derek Reisenweaver
Ed Cadieux
Kristin Gaberdiel
Elizabeth Terrell

Shirley Brooks
Mark Segal
Nina Henry

Robert Scanlon

Marvin Lee

Christian Blydenburgh
Holly Engels
Zachary Davis
Madison Cox
Meredith Forrest
9
Wayne Saunders
Christine Wiedemer
Mike Beshada

Eugune Flematti
Tyler Walters

Donnie Gladfelter
Brett Loehr

Thomas Bevan

Michael Norris
Sarah Swallow
Genevieve Biondi

Colton Berberich

16
Elizabeth Ceol
Thomas Black
Edward Cary
Francesca Failla
Tara Pillis
Meaghan Mohn
Rachel Martin
Kristian Hill
David Hoover
Will Gaugler
Lorenzo Verdelotti
23
Frances Weigl
James Hall
Kyle Minorics
Helen Gladfelter
Philip Mannino
Sally Mathias

30

Norman Carter

Betty Magner

Irene Sedillo
Claudia Ryan

Lola McFaden

John Standridge
Jordan Brooks

Shelby Rathert
Ryan Kenny

31
Tony Grappone
Cynthia Kelly
David Lucas
Meredith White
Meghan Insley
Michael Maino
Matthew Elliott
Autumn Ayres
Kayla Richardson
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Michael & Elke
Ryan

10

Vito & Josephine
Amato

Brian & Lori
Bradley

Nick & Annette
Kelly

Ryan & Ally
Marin

7

Terry & Linda
Gary

David & Jennifer
Baker

24

Michael &
JoMarie Stank

Dale & Catherine
McDonough

Tom & Patricia
Allen
Michael & Kathy
Mason

Ben & Dina Pully

39

29

46

24

40

35

Dan & Shelby
Yacobi

11

Andrew &
Stephanie
Bradley

Jody &
Courtney Young

18

Robert & Lizann
Jones

Jason & Tara
Burkhead

Kevin &
Michelle Ellis

Marc &
Michelle Sartori

25

Randy &
Loretta Knott

Ed & Gilda
Cadieux

Manny &
Cheryl Tavares

Peter & Karen
Florey
Wesley &
Kimberly
Walker
Jon & Katie
Masinick

35

24

41

14

52

30

30

24

Rick & Laura
Ganzert

David & Anne
Balducci

Jeffery & Melissa
Gibson

Charles & Susan
Moore

12

David & Christine
Sorokowski

19
Scott & Deborah
Athey

Rick & Denise Long

Ed & MaryBeth
Maino

Martin & Freda
Thomas

Chris & Margaret
Thompson

26

Nathan & Jennifer
DeGarmo

May Anniversaries

25

29

47

42

36

25

25

24

Phillp & Anne Jacoby

Rodney & Sandra
Payne

William & Kellie Free

13

Tony & Gordon
Grappone

Denny & Susan
Standridge

20

Luis & Ann Andrade

Jennifer & Mark
Kocik

Ray & Miky Reaux

27

Ronald & Simonetta
Weik

David & AnneMarie
Engel

Eric & Kristin
Konopka

Robert & Mary Baker

33

33

28

37

31

25

20

14

Randy & Donna Hayne

Francis & Mercedes
Tarongoy

21

Alex & Jaime Blanton

Kelleen & Tracy
Moore

28

Anthony & Jessica
Luck

38

30

24

22

‘Wayne & Mary
McDowell

Ron & Lisa Rider

15

Frank & Bonnie
Eckert

Anthony &
Cecilia Peay

Michael & Denise
Lenzi

22

Brian & Elizabeth
Donegan

29

Keith & Terry
DelVecchio

Michael & Jeanne
Roberts

Greg & Kate
Chittum

Jason & Jana
Smith

61

39

61

44

27

17

44

21

Bradley & Amy
Carroll

Scott & Donna
Bourne

16

Ken & Susan
Brown

Anthony & Linda
French

23

T. & Christi Rogers

Phillipe & Sara
Vandeginste

30

Michael & Kate
Chenault

Bryan & Laura
Coleman

32

30

28

28

34
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GOOD NEWS

Church of the Redeemer Monthly Newsletter

April 2026

From the Desk of Father Jim
REFLECTING ON THE MYSTERY

On Saturday evening, April 4% our Church of Redeemer and
Churches throughout the diocese and world, celebrated the Great Vigil
of Easter. The Vigil is THE most beautiful liturgical expression of our
Catholic Faith when the Church commemorates the Resurrection of
our Lord. It is also the culmination of the Paschal Triduum and the
entire liturgical year. Since the earliest centuries of the Church, the Vigil
was the opportunity to celebrate the initiation of new members
through Baptism. This year our parish welcomed 4 newly baptized and
8 candidates for full communion as Catholics.

The post-baptismal time for the neophytes (newly baptized) and really
tor ALL the baptized, is known as the mystagogy period. Mystagogy is
the Church’s way of helping the baptized go deeper into what they have
already received — especially baptism and the Eucharist. It is not
primarily “more information,” but an ongoing process of learning to
read the sacraments and liturgy as living participation in Christ’s saving
work by becoming progressively aware of a mystery.

ALL OF US who are baptized are in the period of mystagogy. The logic

of initiation is that the sacraments are never finished as subjects for reflection on the mystery. Sacramental life calls for a continuing
education of faith — so that the mysteries celebrated shape the way you think, choose, work, rest, and witness. Mystagogy is not
simply explaining faith better. Itis a formation process that helps you enter what you celebrate until your life gradually bears witness
to the Christian hope that inspires you.

Mystagogy is ultimately Christ’s work in you, with the Church as your guide. The Church’s own vision says it begins with the
attraction of Jesus’ life and teachings. The Spirit then, makes what Christ reveals intelligible and applicable to our times. It teaches
you to read the rites through salvation history, to understand the language of signs and gestures, and to translate what you celebrate
into daily life and missionary witness. Mystagogy is the school of missionary discipleship for all the baptized.

Finally, an invitation to all considering joining the OCIA process at Redeemer. The OCIA is for those unbaptized, for those
baptized in a different Christian tradition and secking communion with Catholicism, and for those baptized Catholic and have
not been Confirmed in our faith. Have a great Easter Season reflecting on our God, not so much as the object of our knowledge,
as the cause of our wonder!

Share your Good News with us by sending pictures and a short message to Goodnews.redeemer@gmail.com.
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Redeemer Knights Donate Mulch to Poor Clares Monastery

On March 28th, 100 bags of mulch were delivered to the Poor Clares' Monastery in Barhamsville, VA - generously
donated by the Redeemer Knights of Columbus #11042. A heartfelt THANK YOU to the Redeemer Angels
who rolled up their sleeves and supported Redeemer's Knights with this delivery! The mulch will freshen up
the monastery gardens as the Poor Clares prepare for Easter Sunday!
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50" Anniversary Concluding Weekend

Our year-long celebration marking Redeemer’s SO anniversary concludes the weekend of
May 15*-17*. Join your fellow parishioners as we celebrate our rich history and look forward
to continuing our journey together as a vibrant, caring, and loving faith community.

April 18-19 - Tickets on sale after all masses for our adults-only Anniversary Dinner
Friday, May 15. Tickets are $25.
Saturday, April 25 - Parishioners Helping Parishioners Day. All ages welcome!

Friday, May 15 - Anniversary Dinner
Sunday, May 17 - 10:00 Mass with Bishop Knestout, followed by Parish Picnic at 11:30

Do you have a favorite picture from your time at Redeemer? The 50th committee is gathering

historical pictures to display during our Anniversary Weekend. If you have them digitally, you can
email to RedeemerS0@yahoo.com or place photos in the "Anniversary Pictures” box outside the

office. Please be certain to put your name and phone number on the back of pictures you want to be
returned. Please submit by April 26.
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Church of the
Redeemer
Family Picnic

% Sunday, May 17, 2026, after 10:00 Mass with Bishop
Knestout

°
0'0

Genesis Hall, Multipurpose Room & Outside

*,
0.0

Multicultural Food made by Parishioners

.

L)
8

Iced tea, lemonade & water provided

Cd

< Parishioner Talent Show, Entertainment by juggler
and magician Jonathan Austin, outdoor bouncy
house, outdoor activities for all

)

.

% Please register so there are enough tables & chairs

.,

r"__—~—_-———-_—_—_

| CELERRATING 50 YEORS
:. ag @ Calholic Parigh
' Way 16, 1976 - Way 17, 2026

——————_—————_-———-—

Sponsored by 50 RAH

50th Redeemer Anniversary Homecoming Committee & Friends




image5.jpg
% Good News April 2026 &‘

Redeemer Thanks You, Barbara Lucas!

When someone suggested interviewing Barbars Lucas for the Good
News in time for Redeemer’s SO Anniversary celebration I was
honored, as she is one of the original founders of our church. I showed
up at her lovely apartment armed with pen and notebook, expecting
to jot down a chronology of facts and names to add to the
documentation already being compiled by others. Told my husband it
would probably take about an hour, including travel time. Three hours
later 1 pulled into my driveway still laughing and shaking my head
over one of the most animated, insightful, partly confidential
conversations I've ever had with a stranger who now feels like a
lifelong friend! The challenge is reducing a roomful of expansive
energy to limited words on a page.

Barbara and husband Ed, who died just before Christmas this past
year, met while attending graduate school at VCU (then RPI),

married in 1967 and moved to Mechanicsville in 1969. Barbara grew up and attended 12 years of Catholic school in
Florida under the austere, “no mercy” Franciscans while Ed was a lifelong Methodist. After moving to Mechanicsville,
they attended both Our Lady of Lourdes (Lakeside) and Shady Grove Methodist, honoring each other’s faith
foundations for ten years. The other Catholics in the area were spread out over St. John’s (Highland Springs), St.
Paul’s (Chamberlayne Ave.), St. Elizabeth’s (Northside), and St. Anne’s (Ashland). In 1974, as the parents of two very
active young children, they befriended another couple at Lourdes with kids similar to their own and the couples began
to fantasize about having a church more centrally located for all the area Catholics. Two more couples joined in the
brainstorming — Bill and Joyce Elliott and Roy and Barbara Theisen — and they were told to approach Bishop Sullivan
with the idea. The Bishop told them the diocese did own property in Mechanicsville and if they wanted a church
they’d have to find 200 interested families, build it themselves and pay for it as the diocese had no plans to do that.
This is where this story cannot begin to capture the “telling” in the writing!

Barbara said the eight of them began exploring, interrogating, practically stopping people in the street throughout a
wide swath of the area to ask if they were Catholic, had ever been Catholic, knew any Catholics or would like to be
Catholic in pursuit of the required 200 families. They also spoke to people attending the other Catholic churches.
There were people who had fallen away from the church, left intentionally for one reason or another, felt unworthy
due to various life choices and circumstances or didn’t feel particularly welcome. They asked people if they would be
interested in attending a Catholic church in Mechanicsville, a welcoming community of people who were equally
“unredeemed” who would worship together and celebrate the joy of Jesus’s redemption. Little by lictle this
community did take shape and were assigned a pastor — Fr. Bob Ruth -- meeting in other places of worship while
raising money for a building. They were welcomed by several area churches to utilize their spaces for celebrating Mass -
- the Friends church, Shady Grove Methodist, Mechanicsville Methodist, Mechanicsville Baptist, Episcopal Church of
the Creator to name a few. Ed converted to Catholicism and was the first Catechumen. Fr. Ruth served from May
1976-August 1980 and was all about hospitality and growing the community.
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That set the tone, and they called themselves “The Roaming Catholics.” The “mismatched group” of former
Catholics and others who felt called to manifest this vision didn’t want to name the church after a saint; they wanted it
to reflect the love of Jesus who redeemed us all, thus “The Church of the Redeemer.”

They broke ground for a building in 1979 and when Fr. Ruth was transferred in 1980 they were assigned Fr. Bonomo,
who served from September 1980-June 1981. By now the group had raised enough money through pledges and
donations (with no help from the Diocese) to build a multi-purpose room, now known as Genesis Hall. Fr. Bonomo
did not consider it a “proper church” as there were no kneelers and, as everybody was a sinner, they needed to kneel.
Many people felt that his perspective didn’t resonate with theirs in general and he left on his own.

From July 1981-December 1983 the pastor was Fr. Bill Condon, who came from a parish in Illinois and did appreciate
the spirit of this parish. They only had one Mass at the time and, as the mortgage interest rate had skyrocketed to 17%
they were struggling for money and at risk of losing everything they’d worked for if they couldn’t make the next
couple of payments. Fr. Condon contacted his former parishioners to ask if they could help — Barbara said they sent
“money from heaven” — and got Redeemer through that dark time without asking to be paid back. Eventually the
interest rate went down, the mortgage was refinanced and they got back on track. The Diocese never did help; it was
all the faith, hard work and determination of the parishioners and good leaders who made things happen. The pastors
after Fr. Condon were Fr. John DeGiorgio (1984-1997), Fr. Jim Begley (1997-2013), Fr. Jay Wagner (2013-2019) and
Fr. Jim Cowles (2019-present).

Barbara has been involved in almost every ministry except choir, to which Cindy Jennings once said, “We thank you
for that.” Barbara still laughs heartily about that! Ed was all about serving in many ministries as well and especially
loved being part of the Knights. She said the parish has always been wonderful throughout their health challenges over
the years, right up through Ed’s death in December. When asked why she stays with Redeemer, she didn’t hesitate.
“This church isn’t the building. It’s the community. We couldn’t just let it go! It’s our baby -- like having a child with
medical issues — we have to take care of it!” Barbara is the only living member of the original eight founders, and no
longer a “roaming Catholic.” Church of the Redeemer is her home. What a blessing to the rest of us!

Celie Thomas, Good News Reporter




