[image: ]Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                             
September 5/6, 2026
         
GATHERING SONG: “In This Place”
1. Though the world may tell us to look at ourselves, we reach out to another where suffering dwells.  As our hands become Christ’s hands, we are healed by the grace of the power and the Spirit that is here in this place.

Refrain:	We are gathered together as one in the Lord.  We are gathered as people who are living the Word.  Our hearts and our spirits are nurtured by grace.  It is Jesus who fills us.  He is here in this place.
Text copyright 1996 Victoria Thomson.  Music copyright 1996 Trevor Thomson.  Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. Reproduced with permission under License #A-701559, OneLicense.net.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

1. 	We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

2. 	Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.  

3. 	For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal, copyright 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  Music: Mass of Renewal, by William Gokelman & David Kauffman.  Copyright 2010 GFTSMusic Publishing Company, Inc.  Administered by International Liturgy Publications.  All rights reserved.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-9

PSALM 95: “If Today” 

Please sing refrain WITH cantor the first time and sing after each verse:

If today you hear the voice of God, if today you hear God’s own voice, harden not your heart, harden not your heart, harden not your heart today.  (Last time: today.)
By Bob Hurd and Joe Bellamy.  Copyright 1991 by Bob Hurd and Joe Bellamy.  Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced with permission under License #A-701559, OneLicense.net

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-10
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Mass of Renewal”
Please sing Refrain with Cantor:	   Al-le-lu-ia, Alleluia! Al-le-lu-ia, Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20                                

HOMILY

CREED
	I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
	I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: (bow) And by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen


LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: “I Have Loved You”
I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have called you and you are mine; I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have called you and you are mine.
1.	Seek the face of the Lord and long for him, he will bring you his light and his peace.
2.	Seek the face of the Lord and long for him, he will bring you his joy and his hope.
3.	Seek the face of the Lord and long for him, he will bring you his care and his love.
By Michael Joncas.  Copyright 1979 by New Dawn Music.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced with permission under License  #A-701559, OneLicense.net.

INVITATION TO PRAYER
	
Priest:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
              God, the almighty Father.
People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory 
              of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy church.


Preface Dialogue	

	Priest:	The Lord be with you.    		People: And with your spirit.
	Priest:	Lift up your hearts.			People: We lift them up to the Lord.
	Priest:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. People: It is right and just.

HOLY, HOLY: Mass of Renewal

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of host.  Heaven and earth are full, full of your glo-ry.  Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-na, Hosanna in the highest.  Hosan-na, Hosanna in the highest.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

Save us, Savior of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection, you have set us free.

AMEN

A - men, A - men, A - men, A - men, Amen! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

SIGN OF PEACE
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I   give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.
	People: Amen.
	Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	People: And with your spirit.
   Priest/Deacon: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD 

Cantor:  Lamb of God, All: you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Cantor:  Lamb of God, All: you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Cantor:  Lamb of God, All: you take away the sins of the world, grant us, grant us peace.
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal, copyright 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  Music: Mass of Renewal, by William Gokelman & David Kauffman.  Copyright 2010 GFTS Music Publishing Company, Inc.  Administered by International Liturgy Publications.  All rights reserved. 

Priest: 	Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
People:	Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION: “The Eyes and Hands of Christ”
Where two or three are gathered in my name, love will be found, life will abound. By name we are called, from water we are sent: to become the eyes and hands of Christ. 
1.	One we become, no longer strangers. No longer empty or frail. Filled with the Spirit, ev’ry hunger satisfied. Christ is the center of our lives.

2.	One in the Spirit, one in the Lord. One in the breaking of the bread. Life-giving witness of our dying and new life. Held by the promise in our hands.

3.	Not what we are, but what we become. Not what we say, but what we do. Living the challenge as bearers of light. We are the eyes and hands of Christ.
	By Tom Kendzia. Copyright 2001. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
COMMUNION: “Tend the Ground”
[image: ]

1.	As God provides our every need, with grateful hearts, let us receive these gifts of love, and make return to bless the world, to bless the world.
2.	With open hand our Lord has giv’n his life for all that we might live. No greater love is there than this, no greater love, no greater love.
3.	Where hardened hearts have turned to greed, trampling upon the fledgling seed, help us to tend to others’ needs, open our eyes, open our eyes.			[image: ]
SENDING FORTH: “Rain Down”
Rain down, rain down, rain down your love on your people.  Rain down, rain down, rain down your love, God of life.
1.	Faithful and true is the word of our God.  All of God’s works are so worthy of trust.  God’s mercy falls on the just and the right; full of God’s love is the earth.
By Jaime Cortez.  Copyright 1991.  Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced with permission under License #A-701559, OneLicense.net.
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