
Follow us on Facebook!

Summer in Full Swing!
July is one of the busiest and most
beautiful times of the year at Lake
Madison. Whether you're spending
the day on the water, relaxing at the
cabin, or enjoying time with family
and friends, we hope you're making
the most of everything our lake has to
offer. Inside this issue, you'll find
updates on LMDA initiatives, lake
stewardship, recreation, and ways
we're working together to protect and
enhance Lake Madison. We hope you
have a safe, fun-filled month on the
water!
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Our Mission:
Our mission is to to promote water safety and to protect the water
quality, natural resources, and ecosystems of Lake Madison and the
surrounding watershed by promoting conservation, research, and
education so the natural beauty and environment of the lake and
surrounding area may be preserved for the enjoyment of people
today and for generations to come.
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Annual Meeting & Picnic
The LMDA Annual Meeting & Picnic will
be held on August 2 , beginning at
11:00AM at Lakes Bar & Grill.

nd

A free meal will be provided for all
paid LMDA Members!
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The Value of Being an LMDA Member
The Lake Madison Development Association exists because of
people who care deeply about the future of Lake Madison.

For decades, LMDA members have worked together to improve
safety, advocate for responsible lake management, support
recreation, educate property owners, and invest in projects that
enhance the quality of life around the lake.

Membership is about much more than receiving a newsletter. It
represents a commitment to preserving the lake for future
generations.

Member support helps fund important initiatives like lake safety
education, shoreline improvement efforts, community events,
communication with local and state agencies, and long-term
projects such as the Recreation Trail and Maintenance Program.
These investments strengthen not only the lake itself but also the
community that surrounds it.

One of LMDA's greatest strengths is its ability to bring together
residents, seasonal property owners, local businesses, and
volunteers who all share a common goal. When challenges arise, a
united voice is far more effective than individual efforts.

If you're already a member, thank you for your continued support. If
you know someone who enjoys Lake Madison but hasn't joined,
encourage them to become involved. Every membership helps
expand LMDA's ability to advocate for the lake and invest in its
future.

The lake belongs to all of us, and together we can continue making
Lake Madison one of South Dakota's premier places to live, visit, and
enjoy.

Protecting Our Lake Starts With You
Summer is in full swing, and July is one of the busiest times of the
year on Lake Madison. Families are enjoying weekends on the water,
anglers are finding their favorite fishing spots, and visitors are
discovering everything our lake community has to offer. With all of
that activity comes a shared responsibility to protect one of our
area's greatest natural resources.

The health of Lake Madison depends on the choices each of us
makes every day. Fortunately, many of the most effective ways to
protect the lake are also the simplest.

One of the biggest threats to South Dakota lakes is the spread of
aquatic invasive species. Before launching your boat, inspect your
trailer, propeller, anchor, and equipment for any aquatic plants or
debris. Drain all water from live wells, ballast tanks, and bilges
before leaving a boat ramp, and never transport water from one
body of water to another. These few extra minutes help protect Lake
Madison from invasive species that can permanently alter water
quality, recreation, and fish habitat.

Keeping the lake clean is equally important. Always bring a trash
bag on the boat and pack out everything you bring in. Fishing line,
beverage containers, food wrappers, and even small pieces of litter
can harm wildlife and diminish the beauty of our shoreline. If you
notice trash that isn't yours, consider picking it up. Small acts of
stewardship make a noticeable difference.

Property owners also play an important role in protecting water
quality. Fertilizers, grass clippings, leaves, and other yard debris can
wash into the lake after heavy rains, adding nutrients that
contribute to algae growth. Maintaining a healthy shoreline with
native plants, limiting fertilizer use near the water, and directing
runoff away from the lake all help preserve clear water for
everyone.

Every person who enjoys Lake Madison has a stake in its future.
Whether you live here year-round, spend weekends at the lake, or
are visiting for the first time, your actions matter. By working
together, we can ensure Lake Madison remains a beautiful
destination for boating, fishing, swimming, and making memories
for generations to come.

STRONGER COMMUNITY PROTECTING THE LAKE RECREATION & IMPROVEMENTS INFORMED & ENGAGED
Bringing together residents,

property owners, businesses, 
and volunteers to protect

what we all love.

Supporting clean water, 
healthy shorelines, and

responsible stewardship
for a beautiful lake

for generations.

Investing in projects like the
Recreation Trail and other

improvements that enhance 
safety, recreation, 
and quality of life.

Keeping members
informed with The Anchor

updates, events, and
important lake

information.

https://soliddfc.com/
https://www.kestelootexcavation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/callieshomes/


Summer months bring peak water use, and
the hot temperatures make for great days
on the lake. GFP is working hard to provide
water access and outdoor opportunities this
time of year. The boat ramp at Walker’s Point
stays busy with steady boat traffic in and out
of the Recreation Area. Please be patient while
launching and loading your boat. Everyone 
wants to get out and enjoy the lake, but safety
is the top priority so all boaters can have a safe
and enjoyable day.
The expanded parking lot at Walker’s Point Recreation Area has
also been in full use, providing ample parking for boaters. The
cabins at Walker’s Point are popular as well but keep an eye out
for availability - there are times when open cabin nights and
campsites are available for weekend or weekday visitors.
Reservations for campsites and cabins can be made online at
campsd.com or 1-800-710-2267.

With summer in full force, the lakes are seeing a lot of use. Please
be considerate of others when out on the water and make sure to
follow all boating laws. Remember that life jackets save lives. Be
sure you have a properly fitting life jacket for every occupant in
your boat. Life jacket stations located at Johnson Point, Scott
Peterson Memorial Park, and Walker’s Point are available, and we
encourage you to use them. When boating, make way for non-
motorized watercraft and swimmers as well.

Outdoor safety goes beyond water safety. Use sun protection and
stay hydrated. Dehydration can lead to serious health issues and
poor judgment due to fatigue. Stay Safe by drinking plenty of
water. If you feel tired or drowsy, take a break. Be observant of
youth and others too - heat stroke can come on quickly if you
aren’t careful.

We hope everyone is enjoying our state’s great resources and
spending time outdoors. Continue making memories and carry on
our South Dakota heritage by stepping outside and enjoying the
outdoors.

Update

Boater Safety Event Recaps
Annual Boater Safety Golf Tournament
The Boater Safety Golf Tournament was held on May 30  at
the Lakes Golf Course. Twelve teams (48 players) competed.
Local businesses donated numerous prizes; pin prizes and
payouts were awarded to top teams. As the organization’s
largest boater-safety fundraiser, the event was a success -
thanks to participants and the Lakes Golf Course for hosting.
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Boater Safety Training
Boater Safety Training was held on June 13  at the HIllside with
20 participants. Game, Fish & Parks led an interactive program
of videos, discussions, and law review covering boats and jet
skis. Families participated, each attendee received a
certificate and goodie bag, and door prizes were awarded.
Thanks to participants, the Hillside staff, and GF&P. The event
honors Emmy Gorman and the safety movement her death
helped prompt, including changes to state waterway
penalties.

th

Show Us Your Lake Madison Summer!
There’s nothing better than seeing Lake Madison through the
eyes of our community.

Whether it’s:
a beautiful sunrise
a day on the boat
kids catching fish
wildlife around the lake
paddleboarding
family gatherings
or your favorite sunset

we’d love to feature your photos in the future editions of The
Anchor and on LMDA’s social media.

Email your favorite photos to lmdasd@outlook.com. Please
include your name and a short description of where the photo
was taken. 
Help us showcase everything that makes Lake Madison special!

https://www.theofficemadison.com/
https://madison-lawns.com/services/landscaping/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16508690528&gbraid=0AAAAABkCuX_b-nB9zUhl5ZNKHvlkLCLwX&gclid=CjwKCAjwwpDQBhAuEiwAa-4Wo33G0m6jr3JzVXeN7hgwWL5eEYTVD3Kf7IW0Sy5gpBwuDJHoWsnL6RoCBt4QAvD_BwE
mailto:lmdasd@outlook.com
https://stemperautobody.com/


Donate to the
Rec Trail

Maintenance Fund

Donate to the
Rec Trail

Program Fund

Update on LMDA Water Quality BMP Program
Acres reduced to enroll land into the Lake Madison
Development Association (LMDA) Best Management
Plan Incentive Program
Perhaps the most important core mission of the LMDA is the
maintenance or improvement of the water quality in Lake Madison.
There is hardly a resident or landowner in Lake County who doesn’t
or hasn't benefited from activities associated with Lake Madison.

In September of 2023, the LMDA entered into an agreement with
East Dakota Water Development District (EDWDD) to create an
incentive grant program that would seek to thank any landowner
within the Lake Madison watershed who enrolled 40 acres or more
into the USDA Conservation Reserve Program, or related best
management plan (BMP) programs. The one-time payment would
be awarded once the land was enrolled in the BMP program and
could be used for any costs associated with the project. Recently
the number of acres needed to enroll in the program has been
reduced from 40 acres to 15 acres. 

The three criteria that would determine the land’s eligibility into the
program would be:

a minimum of 15 acres
the land would have to lie within ¼ mile of a water body -
(stream, lake, slough, etc.) 
parcel will be determined, by the LMDA and staff of EDWDD, to
provide a water quality benefit to the wawtershed.

Questions concerning the program should be directed to Martin
Jarrett at 605-864-1417, Gay Gilbertson EDWDD Manager at 605-
688-6612 or by writing to Lake Madison Development Association
at P.O. Box 296, Madison, SD 57042.

Investing in the Future of Lake Madison Fishing
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks continues to invest in the
future of fishing on Lake Madison. On June 11, 2026, fisheries
biologists stocked juvenile walleye in Lake Madison as part of
their ongoing management efforts to maintain a healthy and
sustainable fish population. 

Walleye are one of South Dakota's most sought-after sport fish,
and while Lake Madison supports natural reproduction,
supplemental stockings help strengthen year classes and
provide excellent fishing opportunities for years to come. It takes
several years for these young fish to reach harvestable size,
making today's stocking an investment in the future of the lake.

Fish stocking is only one part of maintaining a quality fishery.
Habitat protection, clean water, responsible boating, preventing
the spread of aquatic invasive species, and following fishing
regulations all work together to ensure Lake Madison remains
one of eastern South Dakota's premier fishing destinations.

The next time you're on the water, remember that some of the
fish you catch in the coming years may have begun their
journey during this year's stocking efforts. By working together to
care for our lake, we're helping preserve outstanding fishing
opportunities for future generations.

Summer Storm Safety on the Lake
Know Before You Go!
South Dakota weather can change quickly during the summer
months.
Before heading out:

Check the weather forecast.
Keep an eye on developing clouds.
Have a weather app or weather radio available.
Wear your life jacket.
Make sure your navigation lights are working if you’ll be out
after sunset.

If thunder is heard or lightning is seen, head to shore
immediately. High winds and rough water can develop in just
minutes.
A little preparation goes a long way toward ensuring everyone
returns home safely.

Sunset Harbor

https://madisonregionalhealth.org/
https://www.scooterscoffee.com/
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-maintenance-program-endowment-fund
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-maintenance-program-endowment-fund
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-maintenance-program-endowment-fund
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-construction-program-fund
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-construction-program-fund
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/giving/support-an-existing-fund/lake-madison-development-association-recreation-trail-construction-program-fund


Today, Lake Madison is known as a place where families gather to
boat, fish, swim, and enjoy South Dakota summers. More than a
century ago, however, the lake was also home to one of the
region's most celebrated cultural destinations—the Lake Madison
Chautauqua.

Established in 1891 on the lake's northwest shore, the Lake Madison
Chautauqua became part of a nationwide movement that
brought education, music, religion, and entertainment to
communities across America. At a time before radio and
television, Chautauquas gave people the opportunity to hear
nationally known speakers, musicians, educators, and performers
without traveling to a major city.

Lake Madison provided the perfect setting. Families spent several
days—or even an entire week—attending lectures and concerts
while enjoying the beauty of the lake. Many camped on the
grounds or stayed in nearby cottages and the Grand Hotel, which
became a centerpiece of the Chautauqua experience.

As attendance grew, transportation to the lake improved. Visitors
initially traveled by horse and buggy, but a narrow-gauge railroad
was eventually built to carry passengers from Madison directly to
the Chautauqua grounds. Later, the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway added a spur line, making travel even easier and helping
establish Lake Madison as one of South Dakota's premier summer
destinations.

For more than four decades, the Chautauqua drew thousands of
visitors from South Dakota and neighboring states. Beyond its
educational programs, it created a strong sense of community.
Families returned year after year, friendships were formed, and
traditions were established that made Lake Madison a cherished
gathering place.

Like many Chautauquas across the country, the Lake Madison
assembly struggled during the Great Depression. Financial
challenges eventually brought the tradition to an end after the
1933 season. Although the buildings and crowds have long since
disappeared, the Chautauqua left a lasting mark on the
community.

It helped introduce thousands of people to Lake Madison and
established the lake as a destination for recreation, relaxation, and
lifelong memories. In many ways, the spirit of the Chautauqua lives
on today. Every summer, families continue to gather along these
same shores to reconnect, enjoy the outdoors, and create new
traditions—just as visitors did more than 130 years ago.

Looking Back at Lake Madison
Preserving the Stories That Shaped Our Lake 

When the Chautauqua Came to Lake Madison

Did You Know....
The Lake Madison Chautauqua operated for 42 years.
A narrow-gauge railroad carried visitors from Madison
directly to the Chautauqua grounds.
The Chautauqua helped establish Lake Madison as one of South
Dakota’s earliest and most popular summer vacation
destinations.

https://www.lensawningcanvas.com/
https://madisonarborcaresd.com/
https://account.venmo.com/u/LMDASD
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https://harr-lemme.com/property/zimmermann-landing-lake-madison/
https://harr-lemme.com/property/smiths-cove-addition/
https://lakesbarandgrill.square.site/
https://www.verneidemarine.com/
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