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02 PASTOR’S LETTER
September 20, 2026/Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

      I have good news and I have bad news for all of you. Which do you want
first? The good news is that God loves us!!!! How wonderful. The bad news is
that God loves us!!! How can this be both good and bad? Isn’t that always a
good thing? What could possibly be better? Well take a look at today’s gospel.
The people who were hired first, we not too happy. The love of God was bad
news for them. Those who came later, the love of God was wonderful for them.
You know God is weird, there is no use trying to figure him out, it can’t be done.
That is the incredibly frustrating thing for me and for just about everyone. We
ask at times, where is the fairness in life. Dang it God, why can’t things make
sense! Why do good people suffer? Why do bad things happen? Why do people
get sick? Especially people who have good lives, why would a just God allow a
good person to suffer with some illness? Those have been the questions that
have plagued our minds from the beginning of time. The short answer is that
there is no explanation for it. Just like there is no explaining today’s Gospel. Our
ways are not God’s ways. We humans like things neat and tidy. We like fairness,
we like justice. We want to see those who work hard and follow the rules
prosper and those who choose to cheat and lie get punished. We demand fair
and equal treatment for all people in all situations. However, that is clearly not
God’s method of operation. We see hurricanes and floods, and wars. We see
senseless violence. We see those who are giving in to bad lifestyles prospering.
We at times feel like crying out like those first people hired in the morning did.
This is not fair!!!! Now wait a cotton-picking minute here God, I am going to tell
you just how things should be. This of course makes God laugh. 
      St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower, certainly led one of the most holy
lives ever. She did everything right and loved with her whole heart. She also
experienced a suffering death from tuberculosis. Her final days were painful.
She would have had every right to wonder about the fairness of God. Through it
all she continued to exclaim, “All is grace!” The good and the bad, the pain and
the pleasures. All is Grace! We’ll never know what God is thinking, but we
continue to have faith and say, All is grace!
      It is wonderful to have all the RE students back in classes. Last weekend was
energetic. I pray that the children have a wonderful year. We look forward to the
celebrations of First Communion and Confirmation that many will celebrate and
the growth that will occur this year. All is grace! Hopefully we will get the final
details on the lobby done soon. Roof replacement will begin soon. Even when
things break, I try to remind myself, All is grace.

Readings for the week of September 20, 2026
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163/Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9-12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/Lk 9:43b-45



8:15am Arlene Brescia (Family)
10:00am Dan Belford-18th Anniv. (Family)
John Kapovich (Larson Family)
Lucy Carioscio-10th Anniv. (Family)
Noon Ann Pond (McMahon Family)
Mary Ann Brosowski-1st Anniv. (Family)

9:00am Chad Marchigiani-13th Anniv. (Family)
Pablo Rosete-24th Anniv. (Josie)

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
September 20, 2026/Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm Jose Mendoza (Family)
Victoria Villaluz (Family)
Cecelia Fisher-19th Anniv. (Family)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
9:00am Kathy Marino (Candy O'Connell)
Frances Carioto (Granddaughter)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
9:00am Dale Brunsen (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Brian Monahan (Family)
Shirley May (Chris & Vince Donatello)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
9:00am Mary O'Connor (Family)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
9:00am Leon Sy (Family)

9:00am Sandra Covelli (Niece)

Just a reminder: our clothing drive is on Saturday,
October 17th, and Sunday, October 18th. Please

consider your donations. Our last drive in April was very
successful, filling a truck and part of another. All items
donated go to those in need. More details will follow.

Thank you!

Upcoming clothing Drive

Thank You from the Knights of Columbus!
On behalf of Council #3738, thank you to Fr. Jeff and
OLMC parishioners for your incredible generosity—we
raised over $2,000.00 during our parish drive!
If you missed us at Mass, our street drive continues this
weekend at 75th & Cass (Darien), and 63rd & Cass and
Ogden & Cass (Westmont). You can also scan the QR
code to donate. Thank you for supporting individuals
with special needs!

Thank you, Ishmael!
Join us in celebrating Ishmael on his
retirement! We extend our heartfelt
thanks for his many years of faithful
service, keeping our church clean,
welcoming, and running smoothly.
Thank you for your hard work and

dedication behind the scenes,
Ishmael. May God richly bless you in

this next chapter!



04 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
September 20, 2026/Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time



05 YOUTH MINISTRY
September 20, 2026/Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection

Online
Giving Total

9/14/2026 $13,363.75 $4,638.00 $18,001.75

9/7/2026 $18,430.05 $5,569.00 $23,999.05

8/31/2026 $14,151.00 $4,108.00 $18,259.00

Total $60,259.80

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

8/3/26-8/24/26
TOTAL

$67,000.51

September 20, 2026/Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO THE PARISH!

Michael & Randi Pagonis
 

 Robert & Amanda Wehrle
 

 Jayant Malhotra
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