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02 PASTOR’S LETTER
September 13, 2026/Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

Readings for the week of September 13, 2026
Sunday: Sir 27:30-28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35
Monday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31-13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22/Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28/Lk 7:36-50
Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14/Lk 8:4-15

      There was a time when someone I cared about very much slighted me. Oh I
was angry at this hurt. How could he do this to me. We were friends after all. He
owed me. If this is the way he was going to treat me, well I will show him. The days
and weeks went on. The more I thought about what had happened, the angrier I
got. The angrier I got the more I wanted to do something back. You see the sin
was wrapping around me. Someone had hurt me, I wanted revenge. I got angry
and the chains and cords wrapped me tighter and tighter. After a while it was all I
felt. The hurt trapped me. My friend went on with his life, apparently happy. I was
the one who got stuck. The funny thing was that getting stuck was my own fault.
He was not the one who put the chains on me. I put the chains on myself. It took
going on a retreat and some serious reflection to learn what I had to do. I was the
one who had to forgive. What! That does not make any sense. Doesn’t he owe me
an apology? Well yes, he does. It does not get him off the hook for his action, but
he was not the one who chained me down. I did this to myself. I had to do
something to get myself out. I had to be the better person and I say, you know
what, you did hurt me, but I forgive. The amazing thing was that the moment I
forgave, slowly but surely, the chains and cords loosened. As the days went by,
although still hard at times, the cords became looser and looser, until eventually I
could step out of them. The hurt no longer held me back. It was a painful period of
my life, but one that was behind me. I could now be free to move on to other
things. The cords and chains did not hold me back. That is the power and the
mercy and the freedom that comes with forgiveness.
      That is perhaps a lesson we all need to learn. We have all been hurt. Anyone
who has ever been in relationship has been hurt. We have all had some pain. There
is not one person here today who has led a perfect life. There is something in each
of our lives that has chained us down. The only way to break the chain is to say I
forgive. That is the point of today’s Gospel. Jesus warns us that holding that
grudge only hurts ourselves. I go back to the line that I used last weekend, Love
moves at the speed of forgiveness. 
      The pain does not just apply to individuals, but to societies as well. We
remember this weekend the 25th anniversary of September 11. It was a horrible
day for our country. The pain inflict on us was deep and sharp. We still hurt from
that day. Life is not the same for any of us. A lot has happened in the last 25 years.
We have an entire generation and almost a second generation who have no
memory of the events. Let’s dedicate ourselves to working toward a more just
society where such actions are no long possible. We continue to learn how to love
as Christ does. 



8:15am Margaret & Marco Rocco (Nick Rocco)
Deceased Members of the Ostrowski & Curley
Families (Family)
Alex & Marie Kolacki (Germaine Moore)
Dominga Marquez (Family)
John Schultz (Family)
John Pope (Family)
Frank & Alice Massi (Family)
Phyllis Zimmerman (Family)
10:00am Vito Caroselli (Friends)
Noon Parishoners of OLMC 9:00am Esperanza Sobredo (Family)

Lorenzo Sueide (Family)
Arlene Monahan (Family)
Kevin Terrien-30th Anniv. (Family)
Dennis DeGrazia (Niece)
Thomas Thuruthiyil (Family)

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
September 13, 2026/Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm Kowalski Family-living (Family)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
9:00am Josephine Rycyzyn (Family)
Joan Stauder (Family)
Jeffrey Carioto (Sister)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9:00am James Karnick (Family)
Carm Benbow (Niece)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
9:00am Alexandra Kolz (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Eleanor Czachor (Family)
Sandra Szczesniak (Family)
Sean Kenny (Dad)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

9:00am John Pawlak (Family)
Rosemarie & Ed Kern (Family)
Anastasia Jamir (Family)

9:00am Susan Reich (Mike Wagner)

Together in Loss
Join our grief support ministry for anyone

experiencing the loss of a loved one. Our next
gathering will be 

Saturday, September 19th | 10-11:30am

In Commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the
Journeys that Shaped America (USCCB)

Sept. 20, 2026 | 2 PM
Christ the Servant Parish

8700 Havens Dr, Woodridge

The Westmont Knights of Columbus Council #3738 will host
their annual Intellectual Disabilities (Tootsie Roll) Drive in
the lobby after all Masses on the weekend of September

12th and 13th. As the Knights' largest fundraiser of the year,
all donations directly support local programs that assist

individuals with special learning and life needs. Please stop
by after Mass to show your support and enjoy a Tootsie Roll!

Just a reminder: our clothing drive is on Saturday, October
17th, and Sunday, October 18th. Please consider your

donations. Our last drive in April was very successful, filling a
truck and part of another. All items donated go to those in

need. More details will follow. Thank you!

Upcoming clothing Drive

TOOTSIE ROLLS!

Prayer Service



04 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
September 13, 2026/Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time



05 YOUTH MINISTRY
September 13, 2026/Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection

Online
Giving Total

9/8/2026 $18,430.05 $5,569.00 $23,999.05

8/31/2026 $14,151.00 $4,108.00 $18,259.00

Total $42,258.05

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

8/3/26-8/24/26
TOTAL

$67,000.51

September 13, 2026/Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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	That is perhaps a lesson we all need to learn. We have all been hurt. Anyone who has ever been in relationship has been hurt. We have all had some pain. There is not one person here today who has led a perfect life. There is something in each of our lives that has chained us down. The only way to break the chain is to say I forgive. That is the point of today’s Gospel. Jesus warns us that holding that grudge only hurts ourselves. I go back to the line that I used last weekend, Love moves at the speed of forgiveness.
	The pain does not just apply to individuals, but to societies as well. We remember this weekend the 25th anniversary of September 11. It was a horrible day for our country. The pain inflict on us was deep and sharp. We still hurt from that day. Life is not the same for any of us. A lot has happened in the last 25 years. We have an entire generation and almost a second generation who have no memory of the events. Let’s dedicate ourselves to working toward a more just society where such actions are no long possible. We continue to learn how to love as Christ does.
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