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02 PASTOR’S LETTER
August 30, 2026/Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

Readings for the week of August 30, 2026
Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27
Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102/Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/Lk 4:38-44
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/ Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 5:1-11
Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/Lk 5:33-39
Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/Lk 6:1-5

      It is hard to believe that the month of August is over. Fall is officially upon
us as we head into September. All the kids are back in school and our parish
RE begins this weekend. It will be great to see all the children again. They
bring such life and energy to our parish. If only we could get them all to
attend mass. I am sure many of the kids spent the summer outside playing
some classic childhood games, like follow the leader and Simon Says. It is
great to grow up playing with the neighborhood children and forming
community. It sure beats staring at computer screen for hours. Follow the
leader and Simon Says teach us about the importance of following directions
and imitating a good example. 
      A good question for us to reflect upon this week is what example are we
following? Have we had good role models in our life? Are we being a good
role model to others? The truth is that we are all following something or
someone. Are we following what another person says and acting in a way just
to please that person? Are we following our impulses and desires? Are we
following our own bad ideas and actions? Or are we following something that
is truly good? Are we following Jesus Christ? 
      The Gospel today has Jesus telling us, “Whoever wishes to come after me
must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.” That is the Follow the
Leader or Simon Says that we need to be playing. We should be following the
example of Christ. He is the one that we should be striving to imitate. We are
called to love as Jesus loves. That is a tall order, no one does it perfectly, but
we try. We try to love others. We try to help out where we can. We try to
forgive. We try to build up peace and understanding among all people. We try
to take up our cross and follow Jesus, our true leader. Who are we following
today?
      Tile is nearing completion. The lobby already looks so much brighter!
There is still work on the basement stairs and ramp by the restrooms and RE
area that needs to be done. I am just glad to be in the home stretch. However,
the work continues as the roof work begins in late September. As I mentioned
in my column last weekend, all these repairs and renovations are possible
through our parish savings. Many parishioners who have gone before us so
generously donated through the years. Please consider donations to the
parish building fund in order to replenish what is being spent, so that years
from now our community can continue to thrive and fix what needs to be
done.



8:15am Rose, Anthony, & Anthony Jr. Pizzisi (Nick Rocco)
10:00am Edward Mueller-12th Anniv. (Family)
Pat Metsch (Friends)
Noon Walter Krupinski (Rob) 9:00am Martin "Bud" Burke (Pat Monahan)

Christopher Szynal (Family)
David Piel (Family)
Margie Begley (Family)
Mary Lynch (Family)

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
August 30, 2026/Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm Ellen Nowak (Family)
Ken Bala (Family)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30

MONDAY, AUGUST 31

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
9:00am Irene Bukowski (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Joseph DeMasi (Wife)
Unni Abraham Kardot (Family)
Sam Stauder (Family)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
9:00am Donald Kimbrel (Family)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
9:00am Barbara Lomax (Rob)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
9:00am Parishoners of OLMC

9:00am Elizabeth & Domonic Donatello (Family)

Send cards and well wishes to
Fr. Bob Carroll:

Mother Theresa House
1270 Franciscan Drive
Fr. Robert Carroll, Room 111
Lemont, IL 60439

Together in Loss
Join our grief support ministry for
anyone experiencing the loss of a

loved one. Our next gathering will be 
Saturday, September 19th

10-11:30am
Contact Lori Prado for info

Welcome Back!
Young at Hearts 

Meets on the Lower Level 
Join us September 3rd at 10am

Hope to see you then!

In Commemoration of the 250th
Anniversary of the Journeys that

Shaped America (USCCB)
Sept. 20, 2026 | 2 PM

Christ the Servant Parish
8700 Havens Dr, Woodridge
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OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection

Online
Giving Total

8/24/2026 $10,905.00 $4,396.00 $15,301.00

8/17/2026 $11,704.51 $3,707.00 $15,411.51

8/10/2026 $12,013.00 $5,387.00 $17,400.00

8/3/2026 $13,654.00 $5,234.00 $18,888.00

Total $67,000.51

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

7/5/26-7/27/16
TOTAL

$68,902.10

August 30, 2026/Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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