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02 PASTOR’S LETTER
August 23, 2026/Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

 Social media has changed our world, in both good and bad ways. On the positives, it has
allowed people to connect in ways like never before. I have been able to reconnect with
people that I knew back in childhood, from high school and college once again. I have even
been able to keep in touch with casual acquaintances whom I have met from around the world
at conferences and meetings. Those connections are great blessings. The ability to share
thoughts, news and life events instantly can be a wonderful thing. However, there are also
negatives to social media. It can become addicting. Also, many people attach their self-esteem
and self-worth to the number of “likes” and comments that a post gets. Social media has also
inspired many to share hurtful comments from safety behind a screen. Many don’t have the
courage to say something to you face to face, but can post it with no shame. What is being
said about a person online has caused much harm. Sadly, many allow negative comments to
define them and become who they think they are.
 In the Gospel today, Jesus asks, who do you say that I am?. I can only imagine if God had a
real Facebook or Twitter account. What would people be saying about God and his posts?
Good question for us to reflect upon. That is also the most fundamental question that we each
need to ask in our relationship with God. What we say about God will define how we view and
relate to God. 
 Some people see God as the big accountant in the sky keeping track of everything in a giant
ledger book. At the end of life, God totals up the two columns, and we hope that the good
column out numbers the bad column
 Some people see God as a police officer. God is constantly watching and the moment we do
something bad, wham! We get punished for it.
 Some people see the Santa Clause god. We only go to God a few times when we need
something. 
 Some people see God as a vending machine. I put something good in and I should get
something good out. When the bag of chips gets stuck on the rung, we get mad and bang on
the side of the machine, give me what I deserve. 
 Some people see God as an aspirin. You only go to God when you need to make it all better so
I don’t have to be in pain any more.
 Who do you say that I am? Wow, that is one of the hardest questions we will ever have to
wrestle with in life. Who do you say that I am? Peter responds with none of the above
stereotypes. Peter responds with you are the Christ the son of God. Do we do the same, or do
we have a false image of God in mind? 
 The tile continues to progress nicely. The end is in sight. We have the lobby back open and the
office corridor and foyer will be completed soon. It will look wonderful when complete. It is
already so much brighter. This will probably mean a fresh coat of paint will be needed to liven
up the walls now, one thing at a time. We have been able to do the tile project and the looming
roof repairs because of our parish savings. We are blessed with donations that have been given
in years passed that were allowed to build up. I would guess that many of the parishioners who
donated that money are no longer with us. We will always remember their generosity in our
prayers. However, we have to make sure that resources are still there into the future so that
generations to come can still build and maintain our parish community. I encourage all to
consider making specific donations towards the parish building fund. There is a monthly
envelope for building and maintenance included in your packets. I especially encourage newer
parishioners to donate and support our building fund.

Readings for the week of August 23, 2026
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 and 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mk 6:17-29



8:15am Louis & Theresa Ricci (Nick Rocco)
Susan Nees (Family)
10:00am Marie Arcieri (Fran & Gary Klein)
Michal & Christopher Niziolek (Family)
Noon Gina Corvino-35th Anniv. (Family)

9:00am Parishoners of OLMC

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
August 23, 2026/Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm William Lock (Family)
John Sparks-5th Anniv. (Family)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23

MONDAY, AUGUST 24

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25
9:00am Luis Udarde (Family)
Alan Esteban (John & Lita Diaz Family)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
9:00am John Klemens (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Jack Coffey (Eugene Munin)
Patricia Heery (Family)
Fr. Alexander (Susan)
Mary George (Susan)
K.T. George (Susan)
Antony Elen (Susan)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
9:00am Ronald Siroky (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Apolinar Pacheco (Family)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
9:00am Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)

9:00am Lexie Painter-living (Betsey Merritt)
Sr. Alamma (Susan)

Send cards and well wishes to
Fr. Bob Carroll:

Mother Theresa House
1270 Franciscan Drive
Fr. Robert Carroll, Room 111
Lemont, IL 60439

Together in Loss
Join our grief support ministry for
anyone experiencing the loss of a

loved one. Our next gathering will be 
Saturday, September 19th

10-11:30am
Contact Lori Prado for info

Welcome Back!
Young at Hearts 

Meets on the Lower Level 
Join us September 3rd at 10am

Hope to see you then!

Welcome to the OLMC Family!
Joe & Donna Christofano
Muhand & Dana Haddad
Andrew & Sagrario Wang

Jason & Jessica Koziol
John & Florence Woodson
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05 YOUTH MINISTRY
August 23, 2026/Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
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OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection

Online
Giving Total

8/17/2026 $11,704.51 $3,707.00 $15,411.51

8/10/2026 $12,013.00 $5,387.00 $17,400.00

8/3/2026 $13,654.00 $5,234.00 $18,888.00

Total $51,699.51

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

7/5/26-7/27/16
TOTAL

$68,902.10

August 23, 2026/Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HAPPY 15  DIACONATE
ANNIVERSARY,

DEACON ED!

TH

Happy Anniversary to Deacon Ed! Thank
you for your devoted service, guidance,
and faithful presence in our parish. May
God bless you abundantly for all you do

for our community!

AUGUST 27
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