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July 19, 2026/Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff 

The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
      July 16th is the Feast Day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. It is patronal day for our parish
and for the Order of Carmelites. We are so blessed as a faith community, and it is all due to
Our Lady. Let us celebrate the blessings of Mary on this great occasion. Even though the
actual Feast day fell during the week, we will celebrate our Parish Feast this weekend.
      The first hermits, believed to be former soldiers in the crusades, started to assemble on
Mount Carmel near modern day Haifa, Israel, in the late 12th century. “Carmel” which means
“Garden of God” was an oasis in a barren place. There was also a naturally occurring spring of
water called a wadi there, so Mount Carmel became a good location for the hermits to live
and it provided for their basic needs. The hermits lived separately but came together for the
celebration of the Eucharist and other special occasions. Circa they year 1207 AD, the hermits
sought to be officially recognized as a religious community and St. Albert of Jerusalem, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem at that time, granted the brothers that recognition. The first brothers
had a strong devotion to Mary. It was a common practice at the time, and still is, to dedicate a
site to Our Lady of the place. So, Our Lady of Mount Carmel was named. The first hermits
took the official name of the Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The fact that we called
ourselves brothers to Our Lady has always shaped our relationship. Carmelites tend to have a
very familial relationship to Mary since we regard her as a sister. She guides us more as a peer
since we are her siblings. The devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel has grown through the
centuries and the Order of the Brothers of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel
(Carmelites for short) has been blessed with so great a lady as our sister. The traditional
flower associated with Our Lady of Mount Carmel is the sunflower, hence the arrangements
around the statue all have sunflowers. The sunflower always turns toward the sun and follows
it through the sky. The unique thing is that it will point its flower downward. This is a sign of
Mary following her Son in humility. She follows her son with head bowed down. May Our Lady
continue to bless all the brothers and sisters devoted to her on this special day.
      We have so much to be grateful as a parish community. The Lord continues to pour out his
blessings to all of us lavishly. On our patronal feast we give thanks for all who make Our Lady
of Mount Carmel to amazing parish that it is.
      I will be away on vacation from Sunday July 19 through Thursday July 30. I have a brief
layover in Rome and then cruising around the boot of Italy to the Greek Islands. I will be able
to spend a day in Turkey and plan to visit Ephesus. The city of Ephesus was a center of early
Christianity. St. Paul visited the city many times and address his Letter to the Ephesians to the
local church there. Ephesus is also closely associated with the Apostle John and Mary. It is
believed that John and Mary settled in the city. The Basilica of St. John the Evangelist in
located there and built over his tomb. The Home of the Blessed Mother and the site of her
Assumption are also in the city. I am really looking forward to a “mini-pilgrimage” to this
import center of the early Church and the connections to St. Paul, St. John the Evangelist and
our Blessed Mother. I will remember all the parishioners and your intentions in my prayers
while in Ephesus. Be nice to Fr. Rob while I am gone.

Readings for the week of July 19, 2026
Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11/Mt 13:10-17
Friday: Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Mt 13:18-23
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/Mt 20:20-28



8:15am Don & Nick Brescia (Nick Rocco)
Arlene Brescia (Nick Rocco)
10:00am Bartolome Ravina (Pax & Rose Ravina)
David Spang (Family)
Pasquale Mastrodomenico-10th Anniv. (Family)
Eleonora Niziolek (Family)
Wladyslaw Niziolek (Family)
Wladyslawa Wapiennik (Family)
Noon Ludmilla Ratio (McMahon Family)
John Kapovich (Liz & Marianne)
Felix Wydra (Denise Andrews)
Rosa Rosales- 5th Anniv. (Family)
Manny Rosales-2nd Anniv. (Family)

9:00am Parishoners of OLMC

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
July 19, 2026/Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm Dorie Bescia-Anniv. (Family)
Kowalski Family-living (Family)
Jerry Berresheim (Kathy)
Louise Ribando-living (Niece)
Bradley Stock (Family)

SATURDAY, JULY 18

SUNDAY, JULY 19

MONDAY, JULY 20

TUESDAY, JULY 21
9:00am Harry Borucki (Daughter Evelyn)
Joseph DeMasi (Family)
Victoriana Quilang (Family)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
9:00am Don Krueger-12th Anniv. (Family)
THURSDAY, JULY 23
9:00am Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)
FRIDAY, JULY 24

SATURDAY, JULY 25

9:00am Martin Boyle (Family)
Bruno Chapukonis (Jerry Barich)
Alvaro Vergara (Family)
Paciencia Vergara (Family)

9:00am Rich Matus (Charles & Peggy Neach)
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06
OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection Online Giving Total

7/12/2026 $15,765.50 $4,896.00 $20,661.50

7/5/2026 $11,759.60 $6,822.00 $18,581.60

Total $39,243.10

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

6/15/26-6/29/16
TOTAL

$48,393.15

July 19, 2026/Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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