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      I hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable celebration of Independence Day last weekend,
especially as we celebrated the 250th anniversary of our nation. Let us always be grateful for rights
and freedoms that we have in our country and desire to protect our liberties for all. 
     The food pantry garden and my personal garden are growing like gangbusters, which is fantastic
to see. Although, some critter ate all my lettuce and broccoli!! Deacon Ed is also cursing at the
rabbits every day. We are blessed that the crops this year don’t require much Miracle Grow, they are
doing just fine. However, do we need Miracle Grow in our faith life? You shake some on and the
plants grow bigger and stronger. However, all the fertilize in the world is no substitute for hard work.
It is the same way with faith, there is no real miracle grow, it requires daily hard work on our part. 
      Our spiritual life is kind of like that too. We can go to mass all we want, we can say we are leading
a good life, but unless hard work is going into a Christian lifestyle every day, not even miracle grow
can help you out. We hear in the Gospel today, the parable of the Sower. The seed goes out and
lands all over the place. Some of it works and some of it does not do so well. We often use this as
reference to a whole society, some people get it and some people do not. However maybe we can
also make it more personal as well. There are some areas in our own life in which we are doing great
and there are areas in which we struggle. We can try to sprinkle the miracle grow on ourselves, but
sometimes that is not even enough to do it. We also must be willing to get into that garden our own
spirit and do that weeding. Let’s face it, none of us are perfect. Each one of us sits here as a sinner,
we rely on the grace of God to help us along, but that old saying is so true. God helps those who
help themselves. If we do not get our hands dirty, not much will happen in our life. We sit here
Sunday after Sunday; God throws the seeds at us. Individually some fall on rocky soil, but our pride,
our own self-interests say nope I am not going to accept that piece yet. I am not going to allow it to
grow. I still have some sinning I want to do in the form of that grudge, that old hurt I want to hold
onto, whatever it is. That weed in my life will choke it off. Some of the seeds will hit us and bounce
right off. We are not even in a position yet to even realize what God is asking us to do. Love our
enemy; pull that plank out of your eye, etc… However, thanks be to God, some of that seed will get
right to where it needs to be and will grow inside each one me. It will lead us into doing things we
never thought we would be able to do and perform great acts of selfless love that we did not know
was inside of us. The challenge though is to get into our personal garden and yank out those weeds
and till that soil to be as fertile as possible. We can sprinkle all the Miracle Grow we want but it won’t
do much if the soil our own heart is not ready for it. The challenge of today’s gospel is can we be
good gardeners? Can we get into the soil that is our own life and pull out those weeds? Can the
seed grow in us without any artificial help? Can we truly be open to the will of God? 
      There is some concern in the Darien community about the Carmelite owned building on the
corner of Frontage Road and Baily Road known as the White House. It has been approved for
demolition. The house is in no way connected to the parish and the parish has had no input in the
planning. 
      This upcoming week are blest to celebrate the great Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the
patroness of our parish. The real Feast Day is Thursday, July 16. We will celebrate all the masses on
the weekend of July 18 & 19 in honor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel … Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff 
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Our Lady of
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… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff 
Readings for the week of July 12, 2026

Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 
Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 10:34-11:1
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21

JULY 12



8:15am Maria, Nick, & Jerry Rocco (Nick Rocco)
10:00am John Kapovich (Larson Family)
Noon Daniel Mulcahy (McMahon Family)
Marlene, Phillip, & Jeff Carioto (Sheri)
Felix Wydra (Sara Toribio) 9:00am Peg & Bob Grimes & Don DeFranza (Pat

Monahan)
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4:30pm Leona Zelnis (Rosemarie Pilipowski)
Fred Rycyzyn (Family)
Margaret McCarthy (Family)
Lynda Krouse (Evano Family)

SATURDAY, JULY 11

SUNDAY, JULY 12

MONDAY, JULY 13

TUESDAY, JULY 14
9:00am Georgia Rosete-19th Anniv. (Josie)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
9:00am Jospeh Jude-living (Family)
THURSDAY, JULY 16
9:00am Andy Smrz-18th Anniv. (Wife)
Fr. Gavin Quinn (Friend)
FRIDAY, JULY 17

SATURDAY, JULY 18
9:00am Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)

9:00am Frank & Fran Modelski-living (Friends)

Basement Flood Damage
Dear Parishioners,
As for many in our community, the storms on the 4th of July caused damage
to the parish. The basement flooded. There was a fair bit of water that came
in, the carpet was soaked and ruined. 
We are working with Servpro to mitigate the damage and get a functional
basement again. They will also drill a series of holes in the baseboards of the
walls to assess damage and mold. The initial estimate is $10,000 for repairs.
However, that could be more depending on the mold issues. We are working
with our diocesan property insurance company to file a claim. Hopefully, most
of the repairs will be covered by insurance. The basement will be closed and
off limits until repairs are completed. Thank you for all your support and keep
our parish in your prayers.
                             Fr. Jeff 
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06
OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection Online Giving Total

7/6/2026 $11,759.60 $6,822.00 $18,581.60

Total $18,581.60

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Feast Day
Join us on Thursday, July 16, 2026, to celebrate the Feast
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel with prayer, song, and Mass.

The day begins at 10:15 AM with a procession for Our Lady of
Mount Carmel at the Meditation Garden, 8419 Bailey Rd,
Darien, followed by a Feast Day Mass at 11:30 AM at the
National Shrine of St. Thérèse, 8501 Bailey Rd. For those

unable to attend in person, the Mass will be available online on
the afternoon of July 16th at https://www.littleflower.org/.

6/15/26-6/29/16
TOTAL

$48,393.15

July 12, 2026/Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The origins of this feast reach all the way back to the
Old Testament. In the book of Kings, we read the
story of the prophet Elijah. Much of his prayer,
fasting, and public ministry occurred from Carmel, a
mountain in Israel. Christian hermits -- seeking
solitude -- made their homes on the mountain during
the first millennium. Over time, the hermits
assembled into a community and were given a Rule
of Life. They named their church after Mary -- Our
Lady of Mount Carmel. Political upheaval forced the
Carmelite order out of the Holy Land and into
Europe, where they established monasteries for both
men and women across the continent. Many great
saints and doctors of the Church have come from
the Carmelite order, including St. Teresa of Avila, St.
John of the Cross, St. Therese of Lisieux, and St.
Edith Stein. Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Pray for us!
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	9:00am Georgia Rosete-19th Anniv. (Josie)
	4:30pm Leona Zelnis (Rosemarie Pilipowski) Fred Rycyzyn (Family) Margaret McCarthy (Family) Lynda Krouse (Evano Family)
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	9:00am Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)

	SATURDAY, JULY 18
	9:00am Peg & Bob Grimes & Don DeFranza (Pat Monahan)
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	9:00am Frank & Fran Modelski-living (Friends)
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