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MASS SCHEDULE
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Weekdays & Saturdays - 9 AM

Holy Day Eve - 7:00 PM  Holy Day - 9 AM - 7:00 PM
(Call Office to verify Mass times)

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday, from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4-4:30PM or by appointment

Parish Mission Statement

We are the Church, alive with Christ, a diverse community root-
ed in faith, celebrating a liturgy of life. We are prayerfully re-
sponsive to the Spirit of the living Gospel, freely and fully
ministering to all.
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Susan Haa, Parish Receptionist, Bulletin Editor
receptionist@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
John Hawkins, Business Manager
john@jmhawkins.com
Val Kazich, Admin Asst., Registrar, Religious
Education
val.kazich@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
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Security

“Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be bro-
ken into” Matthew 24:43. We are all familiar with this line from the Gospel of
Matthew. It calls us to be ready at all times. It is a reminder that we always need
to be about the Lord’s business. It is also a very practical piece of advice for any
property owner. Physical security is always on the mind of any homeowner or
property manager. This is also true of the parish. The security of the building
and the safety of all of us must be foremost on our minds. The church building
and grounds need to have a major security update. The parish staff and I have

~ been working with several security companies and obtaining estimates and bids.

In the next few weeks will move ahead with the work. The interior of the building will now all be on camera.
There will also be cameras monitoring the parking lots. The front doors of the church will have automatic
timed locking mechanisms installed. This will allow us to lock and unlock the doors remotely. I will be
working with the staff and parish council to determine what appropriate locking and opening hours might be.
If you have been following the news in recent months there have been many acts of robbery, vandalism and
desecration against Catholic parishes and institutions. Fortunately, our parish has been spared, but it is only a
matter of time before something does happen. Now is the time for us to be proactive in securing the property.
Jesus himself said to be on guard against the thief, let us heed his words. Thank you for your understanding

and support.
Owr Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray for as!
T e
TODAY’S READINGS READINGS FOR THE WEEK
First Reading — Woe to the complacent. Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50
Their wanton revelry shall be done away with | |Tuesday: Jb3:1-3,11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8;
(Amos 6:1a, 4-7). Lk 9:51-56
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm WednesdayikJ;a 59;1;22’ 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15;
146). ST o
Second Reading — Compete well for the Thursday: {));173211 _05’_1;;' 1144(;{ ;RIV 12:7-12a;
faith. Keep the commandment until the ap- Friday:  Jb38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10,
pearance of the Lord Jesus (1 Timothy 6:11- 13-14ab: Lk 10:13-16
16). Saturday: Jb42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75,
Gospel — The parable of Lazarus and the 91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24
rich man (Luke 16:19-31). Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10
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Adult Volunteers Needed! Young at Heart is a group

for men and women age
55+ which meets once a

In order to serve our youth the best we can, we need dedicat-
ed adult volunteers to help encourage our students in faith
and to keep them safe in the process. Please see the follow-
ing opportunities to serve. If you feel called to help or have

any questions, please contact Stephanie Rawls any time at , Voung £
630-852-3303 ext.6 or stepha- month for 9_/ )
nie.rawls@ourladyofmtcarmel.org. Thank you, and God fe"OWShip. 4 4V
Bless! . —
7™ Grade and 8" Grade Catechists — We are looking Join us for our

for 2 adult volunteers to teach our 7" Grade and 8 October

Grade catechism classes to help our students prepare .

for Confirmation on Sundays at 11am. You do not Gathering

need to be an expert in theology to be a catechist,
all you need is a willingness to learn and a desire

October 6th at
10:00 a.m. in the Upper Deck

to help the students learn and grow in faith. All
lesson plans will be provided for you! In this role
you would teach in the grade level of your choice for
an hour about once a week on either Sunday morn-
ings or Monday evenings. You will be trained in this
role and we will support you every step of the way!

For more information
contact: Barbara Jo Miller
(630) 985-1043

Bethlehem Nativity Products

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Bethlehem Nativity Products will be visiting your parish on
behalf of the Christian families in Bethlehem. For centuries, the

ing olive wood religious art to sell to visiting pilgrims. Since
March of 2020 we had no pilgrim groups or tourists are visiting

journeying to the Holy Land today, making it difficult for Catholic artisans to support

their families by the dignified work of Christ’s birth.

During our visit of your parish we will have hand carved Nativities scenes, Orna-
ments, Statues, Crosses and much more beautiful olive wood hand carved religious
items, please consider purchasing a piece of art from the Holy Land to support your
fellow Catholics who choose to stay and protect the Holy sites where Jesus himself
lived, your purchase will make a difference in the lives of many Catholic families,
Please support this noble cause. www.bethlehemnativity.com .

We accept cash, personal checks, all credit cards and monthly installment payments
as well, Thanks for your generosity.

Please visit our display
Saturday & Sunday
October 1% & 2", 2022

Christian and Catholics in Bethlehem have earned a living by carv-

Handbell Choir
Can you read music, and would love to play in our handbell
choir? As the group gears up for the Christmas season, we
are looking for musicians of high school age and older to !
join us for rehearsals after the Sunday noon Mass,
Beginning in October. Please call Karen Krueger,
630-759-6290, if interested.

Altar Server Training

There will be two sessions
for any young person who is
interested in becoming an
altar server. This is for indi-
viduals in the 4th grade and
up thru high school—even
young adults. All are wel-
come.

Sept. 25 at 1pm

Any questions, please see
Fr. Jeft.
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Re News

RE Started but there is still time to register!
Many classes are full so please contact us
ASAP. Please take care and pray for us as

.

we will pray for you!

J

Help Wanted! RE 22-23

What is a Catechist?
“So, as | look out at you, I think: Who are cate-
chists? They are the people who keep the memory
of God alive; they keep it alive in themselves and
they are able to revive it in others.”
(Pope Francis-Homily at the Mass for Catechists-
2013)

We are still looking to fill a few catechist roles. We spe-
cifically need the following:

® Grade 5 & 6 -Saturday at 5:00

® Grades 5, 6, & 7 Sunday at 11:00

Grades 3, 6 & 8 Monday at 7:00

We can also use substitutes, office help and parking lot
attendants to help us through the year.

Important Info for all returning Catechists:

Remember returning Catechists and RE Volunteers
must verify that their background checks are updat-
ed and complete the state required Mandated Re-
porter Training (online). Check with Sherry to see
that your safe environment requirements are up to
date.

Upcoming Dates

First Communion Parents’ Meeting-Tuesday, Septem-
ber 27 7:00

Please note: 8:15 Mass families in RE please remain at
Mass until the final blessing. Students may be late for RE
if they are attending Mass.

Questions of the Week:
Question for Children: Jesus teaches us to share what
we have with others. What do you have that you are
able to share?
Question for Youth: The Gospel story tells us that we
are judged by what we do or don’t do for the poor
and needy. How are you currently reaching out to
those in need? What more could you do?
Question for Adults: What choices can you or have
you made to balance your own life with those who are
homeless, poor and in need of assistance for daily liv-
ing? How does this Gospel reading inform you about
that?

Activities of the Week

As a family, make plans to do one activity in the com-
ing weeks that shows your responsibility to the poor
and needy. You might volunteer to work in a local
soup kitchen or food pantry or assist such service or-
ganizations as Habitat for Humanity. Other possibilities
include organizing a food drive at your church or vol-
unteering to mentor young children at a school or after
school program in your community. After you have
completed your project or activity, talk about how you
as a family can continue to care for the poor and
needy on an ongoing basis.

Watch a television program or a video, or read a mag-
azine or newspaper article, that talks about the living
conditions of poor people today.

Prayer of the Week-
From Gaudium et Spes “everyone must look upon his
or her neighbor (without any exception) as another
self, bearing in mind especially their neighbor’s life and
means needed for a dignified way of life (27).

This week, let us pray for insight. May we see around
us the ones who seem invisible in their needs, and may
we respond to those needs from our own excess.
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Sunday, October 23
6:00-8:00pm
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
First 50 Tickets are $8.00

each!
After the first 50 tickets are sold, tickets will be
raised to $20 per person.

Free childcare for those under 7th grade is
available during this event.

A LIFE-CHANGING EVENT FOR FAMILIES (7t GRADE +)

Purified is a family-based event that invites parents as well as teens to learn about God’s plan for love. It combines Ja-

son Evert’s presentation on chastity for the family, with a time of prayer, adoration, and the sacrament of reconciliation

for everyone. We will also be distributing free resources to every attendee so that every member of the family can take
items home to help them live out this lifestyle.

®9
Y

JASON EVERT is a bestselling author of more than
ten books, and has brought the message of chastity
to more than one million people on six continents. He
and his wife run the website chastity.com.

CHASTITY
PROJECT

Tickets available in the parish office
Stephanie.Rawls@ourladyofmtcarmel.org

Announcements

OLMC
High School Youth Group

Our youth group is collecting items for care packages for our
college students. There will be a box in the parish office for
donations and personal notes you would like to send. The
deadline for donations is noon on October 9t. If you would
like to sign up a college student to receive a care package or
you want to see a list of suggested donations, please go to the
OLMC website, and click the following tabs in this order:
Faith Formation 2. Youth Ministry 3. High School
4 High School Youth Group 5. College Care package
donations
If you are in High School and would like to help assemble the
care packages join us on Sunday, October 9 from 1:00 -
2:30 p.m. in the parish basement for food, fun, and friend-
ship!
Contact Lori Prado for questions or details
Lori.prado@ourladyof mtcarmel.org or call 630-852-

3303 ext. 8

The Young at Hearts Blanket
Ministry is Back!!

Every First Wednesday of the month starting with
October 5th at I0AM in the upper deck by
Religious Education.
If you can make a knot we will show you how to
make a blanket. If you have fleece (1 1/2 or 1 1/4
yards), bring it!

If you want to donate the fleece we do take dona-
tions.

It’s fun and not difficult.

Come and join us.
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The St. Vincent DePaul Clothing drive will be held before and after the
Masses on October 15 & 16, 2022. Please see the following for what they
accept and what they do not accept.

Reusable Items We Accept
Make a clothes donation, get rid of old books, or drop off unused
St. Vincent de Paul is the perfect place to donate unneeded items
after a move, garage sale, or just because.

furniture.
before or

e Bedding and linens

e Books/magazines

e (Cars, trucks, RV’s and boats (call 541-607-4541)
e (CDs/DVDs/VHS tapes and working VCRs

e Clothing, shoes, belts, purses, hats, jewelry

e Computers and consumer electronics

e (Craft, art supplies, pictures and picture frames

e Dishes/glasses/cutlery, household appliances and electronics
e Holiday decorations and Halloween costumes

® Hospital-style beds that have all components including mattress
e Household and office furniture

e Knick-knacks, baskets, and other decorative items

Items We Accept For Recycling
We can recycle many items that might otherwise be sent to the dump. For more information on pick-up options for
appliances, visit our recycling page.

e Appliances (refrigerators, freezers, ranges, washers, and dryers. No dishwashers)
e (Cars, trucks, RVs or campers (accepted at our Car Lot location)

e Clean fabric scraps, clothing and textiles

® Books and magazines

e Computers and consumer electronics

Styrofoam
Items We DO NOT Accept

Mattresses (learn more about our mattress recycling efforts HERE)
e Household chemicals of any kind

® Fluorescent bulbs or ballasts

e Propane tanks or fire extinguishers

e Used or burnt candles
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Bishop Hicks' Column
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In 2005, | began an extraordinary assignment in my
priesthood. working and living for five years in the
country of El Salvador. This small Central American
country embodies and emanates the spirit of St
Oscar Romero. When | first arrived to begin my
missionary work, | started learning about this
martyred archbishop. Needless to say, he quickly
became one of my heroes and eventually one of my
favorite saints.

During the 1980s, El Salvador had plummeted into a
polarized and violent civil war. When the government
began killing priests. nuns and laity. Archbishop
Romero began to speak against the oppression with a
loud and courageous voice. He became known as the
“voice of the voiceless”

Officials with this brutal government began to
threaten this dauntless shepherd and told him bluntly
that if he continued to preach against their regime in
favor of peace and justice for all people, he would be
silenced by imprisonment or even death.

Regardless of these threats, the archbishop continued
to use his voice against the corruption, hatred and
killings of innocent people. Then, on March 24, 1980,
while Romero was celebrating Mass in a Carmelite
chapel, a lone gunman opened fire on him and killed
him.

After Romero's assassination. a bloody civil war
continued to rage in El Salvador, in which the poor,
the Catholic Church and the people were cruelly
persecuted. Finally, after more than 12 years, the war
formally ended in 1992 with the signing of the
Chapultepec Peace Accords.

Over the years. | have taken family, friends and visitors
to see the "holy sites” of St Oscar Romero in San
Salvador, including the chapel where he was
martyred and his tomb. | have always thought we
were visiting "historical” sites, thinking to myself, That
all happened in the past, and thank God things like
that no longer happen here and in our modemn
world.”

That overly innocent idea of mine was recently
shattered, as we have been following the current
persecution of the Church in Nicaragua. The
secretary-general of the United Nations has indicated
he is ‘very concerned” about the Nicaraguan
government’s actions against democracy, civil society
organizations and the Catholic Church. A few weeks
ago, the Nicaraguan police conducted an overnight
raid on the main offices of the Diocese of Matagalpa.

September 2022 | Memories
of St. Oscar Romero arise
from today’s Nicaragua

They forcibly took and arrested several people that
night, including Bishop Rolando Alvarez, who had
been under house arrest. Leaders around the world
have called these actions by the Nicaraguan
government a  systematic  persecution and
harassment against the Catholic Church. As | write
this. Alvarez is reportedly being held under yet
another house arrest, at his parents’ home in the
capital city of Managua.

One might wonder: Why is this government targeting
and repressing the Catholic Church and its leaders?
Part of the reason is the Church continues to follow
the example of St. Oscar Romero by being the voice
of the voiceless, especially by speaking out against
human rights violations throughout the country.
During his house arrest at diocesan headquarters,
Bishop Alvarez posted a message on social media:
"We have to respond to hate with love, despair with
hope, and fear with the strength and courage given
to us by the glorious and resurrected Christ.”

On August 19, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
conveyed our support of the Church and people of
Nicaragua through a statement from Bishop David J.
Malloy of Rockford, who serves as the chairman of the
USCCB Committee on International Justice and
Peace: '| express our continued steadfast solidarity
with our brothers in the Nicaraguan episcopate, along
with their priests and foreign missionaries, in their
calling to freely proclaim the Gospel and live the faith.
The faith of the Nicaraguan people, who stand in
solidarity with their bishops and priests, is an
inspiration for us all.”

Because we are a church that embraces the ideals of
justice, peace and human dignity, please join me in
solidarity with our Nicaraguan brothers and sisters.
Let us also work and pray for an end to persecution
against the Church, as well as for the protection of
religious freedom - not only in Nicaragua, but
throughout the world.

Jesus stood up to read, and they honded him the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he
found the passage where it is written: *The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
bring the good news to the poor. He has sent me to
procloim release to prisoners and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” (Luke 4:17-19) T
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Mary Anne Trochim
Julie Ann Lacey
Michael Haeger
Jeanette Seebock
Donald W. Pecor
Nancy Jisisju

Bill Haran

Evelyn Swartz
Mark Boyd
Jamie Carpenter
Kaylee Marth
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oz

James Curley
Leona Gibson
John Guzior
Nancy Kososki
Bridget Gallmeier Raineri
Kevin & Jenne Gallmeier
Susan Nugent
Abby Grace McCarver
Allen Raineri
Diana Clohecy
Barb Schunk

PFC Jonathan Poynton

Joe Barker

Sgt. J. Bartlett Pvt.

Cpl. Joseph Belgis, USMC
Wayne R. Zefeldt, Army

S. Sgt. Michael Mullahy
Ryan Pertile, Army

Major Thomas Bessler

Mike Noonan

Adam Kowalski, Army
Capt. James Lucas US Army
Sgt. Greg Burnett

Sgt. Meghan Callham, USMC
Ron Caruso Jr.

Specialist Drew Stocks
Christine Christensen, USAF
Lt. Joseph A Vacek, USMC
Colin Cusack

Michael Sklodowski, Army
Nick Radziwon, US Navy
Gwen Zemaitis Baker
James Lucas US Army

Capt. Melissa Sprague
Capt. Mark Sprague

Zach Wallace

James Chipman

Keith Thomas

L.C. David Treadwell
Timothy Vaughn, USAF
Zachary Bell

Christopher Johnson USCG
Sgt. Eric Kuchta, Army

Pvt Dylan R. Hagan
Danielle Monahan SrA

Diahann Bavan

Ronan Randy S. BA.SAT-U.S.Navy
Derek McCarthy
Joe Michalski
Steve Baker, Lt
Luke Fluder
Pfc Drew Hillebold, Army
Vincent Napoli, USMC
Nikolas Horskey, Army
Lt. Col Jason O’Neil, USMC
Capt. Tim Wilson
Rachael Smith
Kevin Pope
Dave Rawlings

LCpl Daniel Holakovsky, USMC

Tom Reiter
Nathaniel Rozgo
Robert DeMatio

Frank Andrew McKenna, Navy

Captain Jackson Panice
Ryan Snyder

Capt. James Lienau
Sgt. Kevin Gallmeier Jr.
Pat Gill Petty Officer
Brian Sheenhan, Army
Joseph Higgins

Gary Hogan

Kevin Hornett

Dan Eugene Bavan
Dan Welters

Alex Erkiens

Capt. Michael K. Desmond, Jr., USMC
1st Lt. Mark Marten, US Army

Ted Cook

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, September 24, 2022
5:30PM Bob Spitkovski, Jr. (Mom)
Ann Pond (McMahon Family)
Dorena Brescia (Dan & Family)
Lawrence & Theresa Lowalski-living (Kowalski Family)
Sunday, September 25, 2022
8:15AM Roger & Beryl Sayre (Rita Thompson)
10:00AM Lucy Carioscio-6th anniv (Family)
Ruperto Acosta (Family)
Leon Sy (Family)
Chuck Cuttone (Susan Walsh)
NOON Imelda Arteaga-2nd anniv (Family)
Monday, September 26, 2022
9:00AM Chad Marchigiani-9th anniv (Family)
Pablo Rosete-20th anniv (Josie)
Fr. Terry Cyr (Sheri)
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
9:00AM Donald Antikauskas (Wife Evelyn)
Elena Sorquia (Family)
Wednesday, September 28, 2022
9:00AM Phil Gurgone (Delores Gurgone)
Dora Pedrosa (Delores Gurgone)
Thursday, September 29, 2022
9:00AM Ray Goluszka (Family)
Michael Sislow Jr (Mom & Jerry)
Martin Koransa-1st anniv (Family)
Angelina Parinas (Family)
Friday, September 30, 2022
9:00AM Ron Caruso (Family& Friends)
Maria Velazquez-living (Sheri)
Saturday, October 1, 2022
9:00AM Lucy Bunch (Fran Mazzolini)

=
4D DAYS FORLIFE p

Fall Campaign # - =

- c o) N
September 28th - November 6th d\
Put your faith in action by joining your fellow
parishioners for the Fall 2022 90 Das for Life
prayer vigil to end abortion.

Please consider committing to a specific hour
of prayer at the Access Health abortion
clinic in Downers Grove during the hours of
Z7AM to 7PM from September 28 to
November 6, and bring a friend. Another
option would be to sign up your church for
an entire day or even half a day to pray.

IFor more information and to Sign up, go to
www.40daysforlife.com/downersgrove.
Access Health Clinic is located at

1700 W. 75th Street, Downers Grove.

PRAY TO END ABORTION
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