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OUR MISSION
We are the Church, alive with Christ, a diverse community

rooted in faith, celebrating a liturgy of life. We are prayerfully
responsive to the Spirit of the living Gospel, freely and fully

ministering to all.

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil | 4:30pm
Sunday | 8:15am, 10am & 12pm

Monday-Saturday | 9am

Monday-Friday | 8am-4:30pm

Rev. Jeff Smialek, O.Carm., Pastor
frjeff@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
Rev. Rob Traudt, O.Carm., Parochial Vicar
frrob@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
Deacon Ed Ptacek
littlebirdfarm@hotmail.com
Sherry Rochford, Director, Children’s Faith
Formation
sherry.rochford@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
Jennifer Emanuele, Director, Youth Ministry
jennifer.emanuele@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
Lori Prado, Ministry Associate
lori.prado@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
Susan Haa, Parish Receptionist, Bulletin Editor
receptionist@ourladyofmtcarmel.org
John Hawkins, Business Manager
john@jmhawkins.com
Val Kazich, Admin Asst., Registrar, Religious Ed
val.kazich@ourladyofmtcarmel.org

Saturday| 3:15pm - 4pm

WEEKEND MASS

WEEKDAY MASS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
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RECONCILIATION
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PASTOR’S LETTER

02 PASTOR’S LETTER
April 5, 2026/Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff 
Readings for the week of April 5, 2026
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn
20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 Or Lk 24:13-35
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22/Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a/Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21/Mk 16:9-15

Happy Easter!!
      Alleluia, He is risen!!! Let the holy anthem rise. What a joyous day. We celebrate
today the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope everyone enjoys a
wonderful day with family and friends and truly rejoices in the gift of our salvation won
through the Paschal Mystery that we just celebrated. May the peace of the Risen Christ
continue to reign in your hearts.
      Easter is the celebration of that God of life and Easter is not just celebrated one
day. Easter is celebrated for fifty glorious days beginning today culminating on the
Solemnity of Pentecost. This is the “mother of all feasts” because we remember the
great love of the Father for us, whose Son, Jesus Christ, by dying destroyed death and
by rising restored all of us to life. This is the feast of the Passover of the Lord; the new
day; the new creation; the new life; the eighth day. Easter reminds us that there is light
ahead of us and darkness and fears are to be left behind. This year’s particular Easter
should also remind us of the beginnings of the Church when the disciples were still
hiding at their place for fear of persecution and uncertainty about life, but the Risen
Lord was calling them out to meet again in Galilee. Therefore, this Easter should
challenge us to continue what Jesus taught His disciples and to live by His example. It
teaches us to take courage that despite the challenges we face in our world, the Risen
Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, should be more present and active in our
lives than ever. Let us make Him live and be glad that he came to save us! When we
live the new life of the Resurrection, where we are, taking the advantage of having
more personal relationship with Christ, may we become the best version of ourselves.
I invite you to become what St Augustine referred to as an “Easter People”, a people
transformed into disciples and stewards who commit to give their time, talent and
treasure in witness. My prayer for you this Easter is that you live as people deeply
touched by the Resurrection and proclaim that: Christ is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!
      Our parish offers a special “welcome home!” to all those among us this weekend
who are ‘coming back’ to the Church after being away for whatever reason. If you are
‘returning’ or seeking the Catholic faith for the first time, we would love to hear from
you with any questions you might have. Please contact the office anytime.
      I need to extend a thank you to the entire parish community for a beautiful
celebration of the Triduum and Easter. Our choirs were wonderful! Our lectors, extra-
ordinary ministers, servers, ushers and mass coordinators did fantastic jobs. A huge
shout out to our art & environment team for the decorations. Thank you to Fr. Rob
and Deacon Ed for their assistance. Thanks to the parish staff who worked so hard to
prepare for this weekend. Thanks to all!!!
      Alleluia, Christ is Risen!!! 



Altar Server Ministry
Interested in becoming

an altar Server?

Altar Servers play an important
role in assisting the priest
during Mass while growing
closer to Christ through service
at the altar. This ministry is open
to parish youth in 4  grade and
older who have received First
Communion, are responsible,
and willing to learn. Training is
provided. Contact Lori Prado.
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03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
April 5, 2026/Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

MASS INTENTIONS

8:00pm Easter Vigil
SATURDAY, APRIL 4

8:15am Intentions for all Parishoners
10:00am Intentions for all Parishoners
Noon Intentions for all Parishoners

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 EASTER SUNDAY

MONDAY, APRIL 6 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7
9:00am Mariam (Family)
Mariamma Vadakava (Family)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

9:00am Alexandra Moyer (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Gene Rubel (Sheri)
THURSDAY, APRIL 9
9:00am Pat Pochocki (Cindy Sevier)
Thomas (Family)
Gregoria Rosete (Josie)
FRIDAY, APRIL 10

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

9:00am Phil Gurgone (Family)

9:00am Jeffrey J. Marshall (Family)
Jack Mueller (Nancy)
Dominick DeMasi (Family)

9:00am Alice Barzyk (Frank & Fran Modelski)
Marie Scully (Monahan Family)
Joe Stockhauson & Maxine LaFaire (Pat Monahan)
Edward Bovard (Wife & Family)
Adam (Friend)
Agnes Cross (Family)
Frances Carioto (Granddaughter)

"Your Gifts Are God’s Blessings –
Share Them!"

Sign up for Ministry Opportunities!
Contact Lori Prado

welcome the following new members to our parish!
Neal & Lindsey Patterson

Cherie Ferguson
Matthew & Amy Chowaniec
Sean Almazan

Carol DeAlba

Volunteers Needed
Catholic Communion Ministry

Good Samaritan Hospital – Downers Grove
Contact Gail Miskowicz-Retz

Gail.Miskowicz-Retz@aah.org | 630-852-5347



04 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
April 5, 2026/Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord



05 YOUTH MINISTRY
April 5, 2026/Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord



April 5, 2026/Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS06

Darien Historical Society & Darien Woman’s Club 
Annual Plant Sale 

Getting ready to plant this spring? Support two local organizations
that benefit the community by ordering plants through their
annual fundraiser. Order deadline is Monday, April 7. Plant pickup
is Saturday, May 3 at Old Lace School. Details and order form can
be found on https://www.darienwomansclub.org/fundraising

Catholic Charities Angel Fund
You can help bring hope to neighbors in need by supporting

the Catholic Charities Angel Fund. Your gift helps provide
food, shelter, counseling, and other essential services to

families, seniors, and individuals across the Diocese of Joliet.
Thanks to a generous angel donor, all donations will be

matched (up to $50,000), doubling your impact. Please
consider donating by May 3.

Visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org, call 815-724-1140, 
or mail a gift to:

Catholic Charities Angel Fund-  16555 Weber Rd., Crest Hill, IL 60403
On behalf of those served by Catholic Charities, thank you! 
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