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02 PASTOR’S LETTER
October 18, 2026/Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
… Pray for us!

Fr. Jeff

REV. JEFF SMIALEK, 
O.CARM., PASTOR

Readings for the week of October 18, 2026
Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21
Monday: Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5/Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22/Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday: Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19/Lk 12:49-53
Friday: Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Lk 13:1-9 

      A member of the parish recently came to see me with a gift. He had been
cleaning out his brother’s house, who recently passed away. He found a collection
of coins. Coin collecting is a big hobby for some individuals and coins can be very
valuable. He said he found a particular coin and wanted to leave it to the parish as a
gift. He told me to close my eye for the surprise, and he placed the coin in my hand.
I could immediately feel the weight; this was no ordinary. I opened my eyes and saw
a 1 oz gold South African Krugerrand. The little bit of online research that I did puts
the market value of the coin at approximately $4,500. A very nice gift indeed, now I
need to find a coin dealer. How appropriate that this happened recently considering
today’s Gospel. Jesus uses a coin to teach the people a lesson. We are called to live
in the world but to not be of the world. That is to not be caught up in the things of
this physical world to the point that we take our eyes off the Kingdom of Heaven.
We need to make a living and have an adequate income in order to support our
family and make it through life. We need to support the community and our
common good which means that we have to pay our share of taxes. We give to
Caesar what belong to Caesar. However, the most important thing is to give to God
what belongs to God. So what is that? The things that belong to God are love,
mercy, compassion, understanding, forgiveness and generosity. Those are the
things we owe to God through sharing those gifts with each other. We are called to
love one another and show mercy in all we do. That is keeping our eyes set on the
things of Heaven. Are we truly pursuing the things of Heaven or are we to caught up
in the things of earth?
      This coming Friday we are honored to host the Liturgy for the Installation of
Acolytes for the 2027 class of permanent deacons for the Diocese of Joliet. This is
an important step in the formation process of these future deacons. Our parish is
fortunate to have two men, Pravin Lewis and Frank Prado, among this class. This is an
important step in the formation of these new deacons. The Church used to
recognize 7 minor orders and 3 major orders that ministers share in. Post-Vatican II
the Church has reformed and streamlined the process so that only 2 minor orders
and the three major orders remain. The minor orders are Lector and Acolyte. The
major orders are Deacon, Priest and Bishop. Each man must pass through each order
before proceeding to the next. Fr. Rob and I were once installed as Lectors and
Acolytes ourselves. This is an important step for Pravin and Frank as they prepare for
Ordination as Deacons in August 2027. Please join us at 7 pm on Friday, October 23
for this wonderful Liturgy and celebration. Bishop Dennis Spies will be the main
celebrant. 
      Our lobby tile and painting are completed. Just in time for work on the roof to
begin. If it isn’t one thing, it’s another. The work in the basement is ongoing as well. It
seems like building maintenance never ends.



9:00am Jun Ragasa-living (Family)
Dr. Blasco Oliviera-living (Family)

8:15am Edward Barzyk (Frank & Fran Modelski)
10:00am Andrea & Rose Abbate (Family)
Wilfredo Baradi (Family)
Jerry Reszel (Wife)
Eleonora Niziolek (Family)
Noon Parishoners of OLMC 9:00am Michele Neill (Family)

03 INTENTIONS & EVENTS
October 18, 2026/Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

4:30pm Michael Napoli-3rd Anniv. (Family)
Joseph Janisch (Family)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
9:00am Gene & Jeanette Lang (Daughter)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
9:00am Laurie Boyle-30th Anniv. (Family)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
9:00am Narcissa Castillo-8th Anniv. (Family)
Debra Grealish (Family)
Carmella Morelli (Family)
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
9:00am Parishoners of OLMC 

The Catholic Church
dedicates the entire

month of October to the
Holy Rosary to honor the
Blessed Virgin Mary and
meditate on the life of

Christ.
All are invited to pray the

Rosary in the Chapel
Every Wednesday 7 p.m.

WELCOME TO
THE OLMC
FAMILY!

LINO RUIZ &
ERIKA TELLEZ

WELCOME TO
THE OLMC
FAMILY!

WELCOME TO
THE OLMC
FAMILY!

LINO RUIZ &
ERIKA TELLEZ
LINO RUIZ &

ERIKA TELLEZ

Candlelight Liturgy for All Souls Day
Join us on Monday, November 2 at 7:00 PM for a special

Candlelight Liturgy as we remember and pray for our deceased
loved ones.

Please submit the name of your loved one and your prayer
intention to lori.prado@ourladyofmtcarmel.org so they may be

remembered during the liturgy.
All are welcome to attend as we gather in prayer, hope, and

remembrance. 



04 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
October 18, 2026/Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time



05 YOUTH MINISTRY
October 18, 2026/Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time



06
OLMC Giving Report - General Fund

Date Church
Collection Online Giving Total

10/13/2026 $11,439.25 $4,953.00 $16,392.25

10/5/2026 $12,873.75 $6,331.00 $19,204.75

9/28/2026 $12,116.00 $4,330.00 $16,446.00

Total $52,043.00

Please consider signing

up for automated online

giving

8/31/26-9/21/26
TOTAL

$74,395.81

Our parish community is blessed to celebrate the
Institution of the Rite of Acolyte on Friday, October 23, at

7:00 p.m. The Diaconate Class Candidates of 2027,
currently in formation, will receive this important rite as a

significant step toward ordained service. Bishop Dennis E.
Spies will serve as the celebrant.

For men preparing for Holy Orders, the Institution of The
Rite of Acolyte is more than a liturgical role. This is an

important step in their journey toward ordained service. It
is a significant milestone of formation, deepening their
commitment to Christ and His Church through devoted

service to the Eucharist. This Rite fosters a greater love for
the Sacred Liturgy and strengthens their preparation for

ordained ministry.
We warmly invite all parishioners to join us in prayer and

support here at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Friday, October
23, at 7:00 p.m. Please keep our Diaconate Candidates and
their families in your prayers as they continue their journey

toward ordained ministry. We thank them for their
generous response to God's call and ask the Lord to bless
and guide them in the years ahead. May God abundantly

bless them and their families.

October 18, 2026/Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SPECIAL EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Revelation of the Father
Fall Semester - September 19 - December 19

OLMC | 6:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. | All men are welcome.
The Revelation of the Father encourages men to embrace
leadership by reflecting God's heart in their own. It
emphasizes heroic love, faithful commitment, and
spiritual fatherhood. This renewal aims to restore men,
strengthen marriages, and build families, transforming
them into builders of a Christian civilization. Join us for
food, fellowship, and faith to explore this message.

Questions: Joe Kenny | (630) 334-2858
crusaderjoe87@gmail.com

HALLOWEEN PARTY
OCTOBER 31-HALLOWEEN NIGHT

6-8PM
DARIEN SPORTSPLEX - 451

PLAINFIELD RD.
FREE GAMES WITH PRIZES, ICE

SKATING, AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL
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