
 

A Penitential Order
 

The people stand.                                      

Opening Acclamation 
  

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins 
People His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Celebrant  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us; but if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9 

 

The people kneel. 
The Confession of Sin 
Celebrant  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 

The people kneel. 

All Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

All Souls Episcopal Church 
2300 Cathedral Ave—Washington, D.C. 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 2026 at Eleven O'clock A.M. 

The mission of All Souls Church is to be a Christ-centered sanctuary where a diverse and            
inclusive community worships and serves. We live this mission through faithful celebration of the   
Eucharist, Christian education, and loving nurture of both members and neighbors. 
 

Welcome to our Visitors! We are thankful for your presence with us today and we invite you to 
join us as we worship God. The liturgy comes from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and the 
music from the blue Hymnal 1982 and the beige African American Heritage Hymnal (AAHH). 
The “S” music is found in the service section in the front of the Blue Hymnal. All books are 
found in the pew racks. Where the rubrics invite the people to stand or kneel, an individual may 
remain seated.  

If you are a visitor, please fill out a visitor card and give to an usher or Mother Sara. 
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.  

 
 

Celebrant  The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 
your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consola-
tion of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Kyrie S 90                             John Merbecke (1510-1585) 
Sung by all                          

Lord, have mercy upon us.    
Lord, have mercy upon us.    
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

Christ, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.    
Lord, have mercy upon us.    
Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

The people stand. 

The Collect  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray, 

           Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from  
           heaven to be the true bread which giveth life to the world: Evermore give    
           us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and                           
           reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
The people sit. 
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The First Lesson             1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; 
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he 
will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name 
to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. 
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanc-
tify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked 
on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see 
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Sham-
mah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keep-
ing the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will 
not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, 
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then 
set out and went to Ramah. 

 
Reader           The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Psalm 23                                        Dominus regit me                    Peter Aston (1938-2013)              
Sung by the choir. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

The Epistle                                     Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as  

children of light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is            
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything  
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand. 

Sequence Hymn 646 (Blue Hymnal)                           The King of love my shepherd is 
Sung by all.                                        Dominus regit me 
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The Gospel                         John 9:1-41 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he 
had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able 
to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began 
to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It 
is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept       
saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then 
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 
to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 
himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the               
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Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do       
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? 
Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen 
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And 
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that 
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 
not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not 
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
The people sit. 
 

Sermon                      The Rev. Sara E. Palmer, Rector 
A brief time of silent reflection is kept after the sermon.  
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The people stand. 

The Nicene Creed     
 We believe in one God, 
All     the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People Form IV    
 

Leader   Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God,  
  that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together  
  in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice  
  and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
  its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may  
  serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader   Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them  
  courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your   
  salvation. 
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them  
  may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in  
  your eternal kingdom.  
  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
People  Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 



 9 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
The people sit. 
 

Announcements 
If you have a birthday or anniversary this week, please come forward for a prayer. 

 
The Holy Communion 

The Offertory 
 

 

The offering plate will be passed by the ushers. You may also donate by texting  
ALLSOULS to 73256, or by scanning the QR code. 
 

Offertory Anthem           Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies         T. Frederick Candlyn 
Sung by the choir.                                                                                                                         (1892-1964) 
                  

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only Light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shade of night; 

Day-spring from on high, be near ; Day-star, in my heart appear. 

 Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee; 

joyless is the day's return, till Thy mercy's beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more Thyself display, shining to the perfect day.  

Charles Wesley (1707-1758) 

The people stand 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People It is meet and right so to do.  

Celebrant  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty,          
everlasting God. 



 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was in every way tempted as we are, 
yet did not sin; by whose grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and 
to live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose 
again.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of           
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, 
and saying,  

 

Sanctus S 113           John Merbecke (1505-1585) 
Sung by all.  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people kneel. 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven 
and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy  Gos-
pel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious 
death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the 
New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and 
make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memori-
al thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his 
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and 
wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved 
Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
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our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who        
partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all 
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
Amen.  

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

John Merbecke (1505-1585) 

All           O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace. 
 

 
All We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 

our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us                  
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.  

 

 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanks-
giving. Everybody, everybody, everybody is welcome at the table of the 
Lord.  



 

The people may sit or remain kneeling. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. To receive the chalice, gently guide the base of the chalice 
with your hand to allow the rim to reach your lips. Please refrain from intinction (dipping the bread) into 
the chalice. Receiving in one kind is full communion. If you prefer to  receive a blessing instead, please 
indicate your choice by crossing your arms across your chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion 
brought to them at their seat should notify an usher.   
 

Hymn 309 (Blue Hymnal)              O Food to pilgrims given          O Welt, ich muss dich lassen 
Sung by all.                            
 
The people kneel. 

 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 

thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy        
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so 
to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

Prayer over the People 
Celebrant  Bow down before the Lord. 
 Friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of 

those who travel this way with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be 
kind. Grant, most merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet 
mind; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Hymn AAHH 271 (Blue Hymnal)        Amazing Grace                                            New Britain 
Sung by all.                                  
 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Voluntary                                       New Britain                           Philip Gehring (1925-2020) 

Please join us in the Undercroft after service for Coffee Hour. 


