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Entertaining Angels

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained
angels without knowing it.” --Hebrews 13:2

We don’t know exactly whom the writer of Hebrews is referring to in this text. Perhaps
Abraham and Sarah, who saw three men passing by and invited them to stay for dinner. This
wasn’t a fast-food affair. Not a spur of the moment snack. Abraham corralled an animal
from his flock and slaughtered it. A servant carefully prepared the food. Sarah kneaded flour

~ and baked bread over an open flame. It must have taken the better part of the day. All the

while, the men rested in the shade of a tree.

Later, Sarah and Abraham learned that these men are not as ordinary as they seemed. They
were angels—messengers from God—who bore the news that within a year, Sarah would
give birth to their long-awaited child. Sarah laughed it off and who could blame her. Yet, the
words of these men came to fruition.

In the gospel of Luke, Cleopas and his friend are walking to Emmaus after the terrible disap-
pointment and apparent tragedy of Good Friday when they are joined on the road by a trav-
eler with whom they discuss those events. The traveler is well-versed in Scripture and helps
them see a possibility they never considered: that Jesus’ suffering might be part of the good
news he came to announce and that the women’s report of an empty tomb might be his
vindication. Their hearts burned within them. They invited him to stay the night and then, as
they began to share the evening meal, they recognized their walking companion as no ordi-
nary person, but Jesus himself—the risen Christ.

You never know. Showing hospitality to strangers in the Bible cracks open dim eyes, despair-
ing hearts, closed minds.

On a recent Sunday at Grace Lutheran Church, two greeters stood at the doors and invited
worshippers into the sanctuary. They handed out bulletins and offered warm words of wel-
come. There were plenty of smiles to go around! The sound of laughter rang out in the nar-
thex. Old friends discussed air quality, introduced children and grandchildren. As the time
for worship drew near, the greeters took their places, while Tony and Bill played a prelude.
Worship began with the announcements.

Then a few more people entered the building. Not people we knew. There was no one to
hand them a bulletin. The doors to the sanctuary were closed. What does that say to a visi-
tor? Thankfully, they were assertive enough to open those doors and come inside.
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Meanwhile, in the far reaches of the sanctuary, in the back pew, | noticed another couple |
didn’t know, sitting by themselves. While the rest of us sat in our accustomed spots and
chatted each other up, their isolation stood out. Thankfully, they, too, were assertive
enough to stay the course. Yet, | wonder how they felt there, all alone in their corner.

After worship, the same couple came downstairs for coffee. Most of the tables were filled
with people renewing acquaintances with friends. We like each other and it shows! But
since I’'m often among the last to walk through the serving line, | couldn’t help but notice
those two were sitting by themselves at the table closest to the serving counter.

‘m sure no one intended to ignore them. It’s just that we don’t notice. We’re busy with
our friends and neighbors.

| decide to sit with them and we have a lovely conversation. | wonder if they are angels.
Perhaps their presence is a message.

Think of others who have joined us these last few months. People we didn’t know. Jeff,
Cheryl, Daisy. Have you met them, come to know them, welcomed them?

We appoint greeters for this task, but actually every one of us is a greeter. Existing friend-
ships are important, but just as important is reaching out to people we don’t know. Every
Sunday at worship and at coffee. This extends beyond the sanctuary into our neighbor-
hoods. And beyond our neighborhoods into the larger community. And beyond the com-
munity, to—as Jesus says in Acts—“the ends of the earth.”

Don’t wait for someone else to greet a stranger. It’s your job. Who knows whom you
might meet along the way?

--Pastor Dave Van Kley

Preacher/Worship Leaders for the month of August

Sunday, August 2nd - Pastor Dave Van Kley
Sunday, August 9th - Pastor Terry Frankenstein
Sunday, August 16th - Pastor Chrys Levesque Hendrick
Sunday, August 23rd - Mr. Walter Scanlon

Sunday, August 30th - Pastor Dave Van Kley

We will celebrate communion at each worship service!
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Continuing the Conversation at Grace

After worship on July 26th, a good number of folks from Grace met downstairs for a picnic
lunch provided by the Transition Team (Thank you Holly, Art, Dee, Arlene, Dave, and Jerry!)

— and the ensuing conversation about our congregation’s life and ministry. We discussed three

guestions:
1) What are the needs of our community?
2) What are the strengths of our congregation?

3) What are the growth areas our congregation needs to address?

We shared our thoughts around the tables and generated a list, which has been collated and is
available for you to look at on the counter in the narthex. Please take one home!

We hope to meet one more time this summer as a congregation to continue our conversation.
In the meantime, everyone is asked to consider the thoughts that were shared on Sunday, re-

— flect upon them, pray about them, and try to identify two goals or objectives you would sug-

gest our congregation prioritize over the next five years. When we gather again, we will share
our thoughts and ideas once more and seek to find some common ground - to identify a cou-

=— ple of objectives or goals that we can share with the church council and a pastoral candidate.

— May the Holy Spirit dwell in our reflecting and praying and waiting as we prepare for a new

chapter in our life together as God’s people at Grace Lutheran Church!

*Blood Drive *

There will be a blood drive here at church on Wednesday, August 19th, from 3:00pm-6:00pm.
Donating is now easier than ever; many previous deferrals have changed. Please come and see
if you are eligible to donate. There is a list of common eligibility requirements and myths post-

ed on our bulletin board in the fellowship hall. The need is great!
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Nephi Craig and the National Day of Remembrance

for US/Canada Indian Boarding Schools

Coming up in September—September 30—native and non-native people alike will be
encouraged to pause and remember the many indigenous children who were taken from their
homes and placed in boarding schools throughout the nation, operated either by the federal
government or by various churches. On September 30, people across the US and Canada will
be encouraged to wear orange, as an expression of support. In these boarding schools, native
children were forced to abandon their families, their language, their dress, their culture, and
their religion. While the motivation may often have included a desire to help indigenous peo-
ple struggling to adjust to the dominant North American culture, there were many instances of
abuse, physical and sexual, and many native children died. In far too many cases, the location
of their graves—and even their names—remain unknown. Native people have struggled to re-
claim a positive identity and sense of wellbeing for generations since.

As a Church, we in the Northern Great Lakes Synod have acknowledged and grieve our
church’s role in the boarding school era and are seeking to renew relationships with Indian
people. On a Sunday close to September 30, we will observe the National Day of Remem-
brance as part of worship. Recently, on NPR’s Fresh Air broadcast, Terry Gross interviewed
Nephi Craig, a gourmet indigenous cook from the Apache White Mountain reservation in Arizo-
na. Born to a Navajo father and an Apache mother, Mr. Craig grew up on both reservations.
While he did not attend a boarding school, he grew up in the LDS Church, since Mormon mis-
sionaries converted his family when he was growing up. Hence, the name: (the Mormon
prophet) Nephi. He details his life story, how he was affected by generational trauma, the loss
of identity, alcohol and drug abuse, and how he was able to enter into recovery and now to
serve others as a chef at a treatment center on the reservation, as well as the owner of a res-
taurant serving indigenous foods. Through his cooking, he’s rediscovered his identity and a
purpose in life. His is a triumphant and hopeful story, of which a humble spirituality is part.

It is a well worth listening to the July 16 episode at the NPR’s Fresh Air website.

--Pastor Dave
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Quilters
T We will meet every Tuesday (except the second Tuesday) at 1:00 in the fellowship hall downstairs. Our ||
= quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief in October. New quilters are welcome. No previous quilting [
— experience necessary. Join us for a cup of coffee at 1:00 and see what we do! -

Naomi Circle

Naomi Circle meets the third Thursday of each month in the fellowship room downstairs at 2:00pm. We
Have a Bible study from the Gather magazine, followed by a coffee fellowship. All women are welcome

to join us!

— Community Outreach: [

Grant Proposal

We submitted a grant proposal letter to the ELCA World Hunger organization. Please pray that our letter

is accepted, and we receive the blessing of a grant to help us with meal kits, emergency food baskets,

=— and other outreach opportunities. |
— Hope Circle N
= We will be meeting once more for a luncheon/dinner, then we will be off for the summer! Meetings will —
— resume again in the fall. ||

Prayer Chain

Did you know that we at Grace have a prayer chain? If you, or someone you know, is in need of prayers
of any kind, please contact Pat Seger at 906-346-6273, and she will “start the chain”. The chain is made
up of people within our congregation, who will specifically pray for your needs. Pat will contact the first
= person on the chain, let them know the prayer request; then that person will pray specifically for you, —
— and contact the next person in the chain. If you wish to remain anonymous - that is fine too! We are all in

need of prayers! If you would like to become a part of this chain, again please contact Pat Seger.
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Save the Date: Synod Women’s Organization Convention and Retreat

September 18th-20th at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp will be the Convention (18th)
and Retreat (19-20) for Synod Women’s Organization. This year’s theme is “Living Wa-
ters, Renewal and Refreshment”. The convention is FREE this year! Convention is from
9am (CST) to 3pm on Friday, Sept. 18th. This is for women of all ages!

Check in is Friday from 3-5pm (CST), and event ends on Sunday at 11am (CST). Cost is
$92.50 for a duplex, and $107.50 for the lodge. Cost includes all 5 meals, bible study,
crafts, yoga, singing, sauna, campfire —and more! If you would like to attend the re-
treat, but not stay overnight; or just attend on Saturday - these options are available as
well! Registration forms are in the office downstairs, and if you have any questions,
please reach out to myself or the church office!

Blessings, Lynnette

UPCOMING EVENTS:

August 6th - Feeding America. Volunteers arrive around 3/3:30, distribution starts at
4pm

August 13th-15th - Youth Ministry Leader Retreat at FLLC (we have 2 members
attending)

August 19th - Community Blood Drive, 3pm-6pm, Fellowship Hall

September 18th-20th - Synod Women’s Convention and Retreat at FLLC

September 20th - Dine to Donate fundraiser at Texas Roadhouse

I
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - HIGHLIGHTS

Huge thank you to all of our helpers that made VBS 2026 a huge success!
The kitchen staff knocked it out of the park with their awesome snacks,
- lunches, and an amazing cookout! The teachers were so energetic and |
o loving, and our visiting friends from UMC and Rock were such a blessing! .
N More pictures will be posted to our Facebook page and our website. The

. many, many hours of preparation were well worth it.
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FORTUNE LAKE RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES
For Adults 18+

Looking for some time to rest, rejuvenate, and step away from
your busy schedule? Fortune Lake invites you to do exactly that
at our Nature Inspired Wellness Retreat set for September 10th
-13th, 2026. This retreat has both 2-night and 3-night options,
meaning participants can choose to attend Friday through Sun-
day or Thursday through Sunday for an extended retreat experi-
ence. Fortune Lake is thrilled to once again partner with Pam
Roose of Inspiring Roots, LLC to bring you this year’s program.
Pam will explore the theme The Peace Connection with the
group, inspired by the peaceful surroundings at Fortune Lake.
Our schedule will provide opportunities to learn about the im-
portance of digestive wellness and the health of our gut micro-
biome. Together we’ll delve into nutrition, learn about the ben-
efits of incorporating fermented foods into our diet, prac-

tice healthy movement, and explore how to fuel our bod-

ies through stress. We will also lean into The Peace Connec-
tion by grounding ourselves in the beautiful nature surround-
ing Fortune Lake and centering peace in our devo-

tions and discussions. Other highlights will in-

clude yoga sessions, optional massages, deli-

cious food, crafting, nature hikes, swimming and kayaking,

Our adult retreats feature a “choose your own adventure” model, meaning that participants are encour-
aged to attend sessions that resonate with them and enjoy the amenities of Fortune Lake when that’s
what they need from their retreat experience. The schedule from the 2025 retreat has been included be-
low to provide a look at the flow of the retreat. Though we have some new surprises in store for this
year, our schedule will look very similar to this one.
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MATTHEW 13:31-32
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took

and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

Throughout the fall season, as we remind ourselves that we are stewards of God’s gifts, called to share the
abundance of everything we’ve been given, consider again the powerful parable of the mustard seed. That
something seemingly insignificant, a very small seed, can nonetheless grow. And by virtue of God’s grace, =
it can grow beyond all reasonable expectations, in time, becoming host and home for the birds. -
What does that parable say about your life in Christ? What does it promise us, as members of Grace Lu-

theran Church? What does is say to our community and to our world?

Listen to some voices from our congregation:

OURTIME ...

“...a time for every purpose under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
What does this mean for you? Well... we are each granted a specific number of days on this earth, a
specific number of hours with each other; learning, loving, giving, and worshiping. Time is precious, we
can never obtain more. Time is a joy, a blessing, a gift. When we give of our time, we are giving this gift.
Now some of you might grumble and think, “I don’t have enough time as it is with work, kids,
grandchildren, caregiving, other responsibilities”; trust me — | completely understand this! However, are
we as a people truly making the best use of our time, or is there a little wiggle room in our schedule to
offer even just 5, 10, or 30 minutes to stewardship? | can almost see your conflicted and confused faces,
saying “what would 10 minutes do?” Join a committee, be a coffee server on a Sunday, joining the
church’s prayer chain, sit with someone you’re not very familiar with during fellowship and share conver-
sation, offer suggestions to our administrator, garden or weeding, experience Feeding America distribu-
tion, hang flyers around town, or even by sharing our website or Facebook pages... the possibilities are
endless, and would be so welcome! “Offering your time” should not be an encumbrance; it should be joy-
ous and come from a place of love and gratitude. Let this song remind us all: “To everything, there is a

season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.” The Byrds

= ~Rebecca Herriman -
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Stewardship is More Than Giving - It’s Sharing Our God-Given Talents

When we hear the word stewardship, many of us immediately think of financial giving. While supporting
our church financially is important, God also calls us to be faithful stewards of our time, abilities, and
unique talents.

In 1 Peter 4:10, we are reminded:

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's
grace in its various forms."

Every one of us has been blessed with gifts that can strengthen our church family and reach into our com-
munity. Some talents are easy to recognize, while others may seem ordinary. Yet when they are offered to
God, they become extraordinary blessings.

As | have reflected on stewardship, | have realized how many opportunities God has given me to use my
own talents at Grace Lutheran. Over the years, | have enjoyed preparing food for our Sunday morning fel-

— lowship after worship, making pies for our annual Gwinn Fun Days celebration, writing newsletter articles, __
and helping develop our Kids' Café outreach ministry. These opportunities have brought me great joy be-

— cause they allow me to serve God by serving others. =

— The wonderful thing about God's gifts is that they are different for each of us. Some members are gifted |
cooks, musicians, teachers, gardeners, organizers, carpenters, or artists. Others have the gifts of hospitali-

= ty, encouragement, visiting those who are homebound, praying faithfully, making phone calls, or simply _—
offering a warm smile to someone who needs one. Every gift has value, and every act of service helps build

= Christ's church. [

= When each of us shares our talents, Grace Lutheran becomes more than a place where we worship on —_—

Sunday. It becomes a caring church family where people are welcomed, children are nurtured, friendships
are strengthened, and God's love reaches beyond our walls into the Gwinn community.

= Perhaps you've never thought of yourself as especially talented. But ask yourself: What do I enjoy doing? =
What abilities has God given me? How can | use them to serve others at Grace Lutheran? You may discover
that what comes naturally to you is exactly the gift God intends you to share.

Stewardship is not about comparing ourselves with others. It is about faithfully offering what God has al- —
ready placed in our hands. Every member has something valuable to contribute, and together our gifts
make Grace Lutheran a stronger and more caring congregation.

God doesn't ask us to do everything. He simply asks each of us to do something.

— ~Diane Koski |
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— Prayer Concerns —_—
— Gerry Stille Karen Octaluk Sally Weingartner -

Darlene Faucher Marlys Pickett Gloria LaFave
Alice Harbin & family Paul Juidici Edna Roberts
Wendy (Sharon'’s sister) Donald Hakala Bill Hatch
— Louise Spickerman Harold Zaborowski Jackie Kangas -
~ Sarah Johnson Deb McNabb Sandee Kangas N
— Mike Stefanski Arlene Keskimaki Dave Kangas .
— Mary Stefanski Richard Erickson Chris Mitchell —_
—_ Shannon McNabb LuAnne Seger Elanor Rose Beauchaine -
__ Kelly Kienert Sharon Groff Marie Hall -
Charlie Blanck Lois Blanck Hannah (Granddaughter)
— Dana Pelkola Brian Seger (Pat’s nephew) Family of Jack Thurston —
- AUGUST BIRTHDAYS -
Joanne Marjonen 8/3 Alan Sivula 8/M
Patricia Seger 8/16 Richard Winter 8/24

— Jay Wagner 8/24 —
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= August Sunday Worship Volunteers =
Readers:

August 2nd: Arlene Van Kley
—  August 9th: Shane Ruokola
—  August 16th: Sharon Groff
August 23rd: Lynnette Broxson
August 30th: Sandra Kronner

— Communion Assistants: —
—  August 2nd: Ray Richard
August 9th: Kathy Keskimaki
August 16th: Lynnette Broxson
=  August 23rd: Mary Connors
August 30th: Arlene Van Kley

Fellowship Servers:

August 2nd: Shirlee Leppaluoto & Jeanne Soyring
—  August 9th: Jeanne Armatti & Louise Ingalls
August 16th: Mary Connors & Kathy Keskimaki
August 23rd: Karen Nelson & Janie Martonen
August 30th: Vicki Winters & Maxeen Jacobson

—  Greeters:

August 2nd: Dee D’Ambrosia & Pat Seger

August 9th: Shane Ruokola

August 16th: Kathy Keskimaki & Mary Connors B

—  August 23rd: Lynn Marjonen -
August 30th: Arlene Van Kley
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Grace Lutheran Church
Church Council

7/21/26

Present: Paul Makela, Bill Kangas, Bill Koski, Jean Armatti, Gary Howard, Ruth Forgette, Sharon Groff, Dee D’Am-
brosia, Karen Nelson GUEST: Holly Paris

Meeting called to order at 10:03 a.m. by Paul Makela, President. Ruth lead with prayer.
Motion by Bill Koski, second by Dee, to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
Reviewed June Council minutes. Motion by Ruth, second by Jean, to approve. Motion carried.

Paul reviewed the financial reports. He made a motion to approve the reports as written. Second by Jean. Motion
carried.

Received correspondence from Gwinn Booster Club for donation for construction of a new press box. Would like
to support and wonder what they will do with funds if they do not get the amount needed. Karen will call and ask.
Discuss again 8/26 meeting.

Pastor’s report reviewed. Pastor Dave at Mayo Clinic this week. Ruth noted how he goes above and beyond for
our congregation as interim Pastor. Motion by Karen, second by Dee to accept report. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE and TEAM REPORTS
Personnel: No meeting. Rebecca’s 3-month eval upcoming in August.
Finance: Paul reported CD due in September, OK’d to renew.

Transition Team: Holly Paris reported at the beginning of the meeting and was excused. She reported the
Transition Team is scheduling 2 more events as recommended. Next one will be on needs of Gwinn and Grace’s
gifts. Requesting $100 for BBQ food. Motion by Ruth, second by Sharon, to give $100 for Transition Committee
meal. Motion carried.

Kid’s Café: Recent meeting, planning for autumn. Exploring incorporating Kids’ Café lessons following the
Children’s Sermon.

VBS: Was well-attended and a success.
Worship and Music: Ongoing monthly.
Stewardship: Reviewed 7/15 meeting notes.

Property: Bill Kangas reported elevator not inspected, is functional. Metro Elevator will do inspection. Fire
Dept inspection tomorrow. Bathroom fans in basement cleaned and now functioning properly again. Poles at
driveway near road still on docket to be replaced. Another temporary fix on paint in storage room. Maybe need to
get professional to address next time.



News at Grace Lutheran

_l—l—

Submitted by Karen Nelson

OLD BUSINESS

Range Visit/Security Issues: Paul, Dave, and Rebecca toured building with Joe Wales from Range Communi
cations. He gave many ideas and will give us an itemized proposal.

Local Assistance Fund: Will donate to St. Vincent de Paul and refer people to them who need assistance.
Motion by Ruth, second by Gary, to donate $500 to St. Vincent de Paul in Gwinn.

Worship in the Park: Was enjoyed by many and very well done.
Bylaw changes: Looking at incorporating Bylaws into the Constitution.
Feeding America: Next distribution event is August 6.

Blood Drive: Scheduled for August 19.

NEW BUSINESS

Fortune Lake Retreat: Rebecca, Daisy Banasiak, and Diane Koski would like to attend the Adults in Youth
Ministry Retreat at Fortune Lake. Can we pay $25 fee for each? Motion by Paul, second by Jean, to pay the
$25 fee for each. Motion carried.

METRO scheduling visit/deficiency correction: See Property Report.

Handicap signs: Karen Beaumier talked to SAIL and we will get 4 handicap signs at no cost.

Council Member Comments: Karen reported she attended the first Equipping the Councils inservice on
finances/security/confidentiality. We adhere to the recommendations as presented.

Ruth lead the Lord’s Prayer in closing.

Motion by Ruth, second by Sharon, to adjourn at 11:10. Motion carried.
Next meeting: Tuesday, August 18 at 10:00 a.m.




GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL SUMMARY
JANUARY - JUNE 2026

GENERAL
FUND RECEIPTS RECEIPTS
RECEIPTS BUDGET January - June January - June
Jan - Dec 2026 2026 Difference 2025
Loose 5,700.00 2,347.26 3,352.74 2,985.00
General Budget 134,100.00 70,808.96 63,291.04 63,231.21
General Budget - Vanco Online Giving 7,000.00 3,600.00 3,400.00 3,600.00
Ash Wednesday/Lenten Ser-
vices 700.00 712.00 -12.00 731.00
Thrivent 700.00 577.00 123.00 456.00
Christmas/Advent Services 1,000.00 10.00 990.00 75.00
Miscellaneous 700.00 130.00 570.00 283.00
Interest Income - CD Edward
Jones 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Dividend - Honor CD 4,500.00 2,236.05 2,263.95 2,335.49
Dividend - Honor Acct 117 1,600.00 767.04 832.96 933.24
TOTAL RECEIPTS 156,000.00 81,188.31 74,811.69 74,629.94
GENERAL
FUND DISBURSEMENTS DISBURSEMENTS
DISBURSEMENTS BUDGET January - June January - June
Jan - Dec 2026 2026 REMAINING 2025
Parish Extension 7,600.00 3,769.32 3,830.68 3,752.00
Salaries 43,603.00 20,078.15 23,524.85 62,255.12
Parish Administration 19,522.00 8,634.86 10,887.14 3,968.49
Education 2,450.00 341.43 2,108.57 1,609.05
Office Operations 6,800.00 3,731.24 3,068.76 2,036.19
Property 40,525.00 15,498.88 25,026.12 15,792.93
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 120,500.00 52,053.88 68,446.12 89,413.78
EXCESS REVENUES
(EXPENSES) $35,500.00 $29,134.43 (514,783.84)

GENERAL FUND

Honor CU - Checking - 001
Honor CU - Shares - 000
Honor CU - Savings - 117

FUNDS ON DEPOSIT AS OF JUNE 30, 2026

Honor CU - Certificate of Deposit - 330 (Matured 6/24/26)
Honor CU - Certificate of Deposit - 332 (Matures 2/25/27)
Honor CU - Certificate of Deposit - 333 (Matures 2/25/27)

GENERAL FUNDS ON DEPOSIT AS OF JUNE 30, 2026

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Building Maintenance
Community Outreach
Feeding America

Fortune Lake Campership
Kitchen Fund

Memorial Fund

Van Maintenance/

Replacement
WELCA (Naomi)
Youth Fund
Housing Allowance

Housing Allowance - CD - Edward Jones (Matures 8/12/26)
DESIGNATED FUNDS ON DEPOSIT AS OF JUNE 30, 2026

1,991.27
5.00
35,684.00
0.00
110,704.24
50,000.00

198,384.51

69,065.35
4,989.70
1,163.47
1,084.19
2,528.78
3,714.62

5,029.39
808.74
3,645.32
7,700.12
128,000.00

227,729.68

June 30, 2025

1,158.33
5.03
42,279.52
106,291.67
0.00

0.00

149,734.55
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