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SERVICE FOR ASH 

WEDNESDAY 2/18/2026 

GATHERING 

TODAY’S SERVICE IS USING 

ELW: RED BOOK 

 

PRELUDE: 

Bridge Over Troubled Water            

Momoh Freeman 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do not always follow our savior’s lead. We insist on our own way, 

putting worldly things before you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—preferring darkness to the 

brilliance of your truth. For all this we ask your mercy and forgiveness, that our hearts may be made clean 

again. Amen. 

P: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so God protects and cares for us. As patient as a parent to a wayward child, 

so is God’s mercy for us. Let us rejoice that we have received forgiveness, and that every day God seeks to renew us 

in the image of our Creator. Amen. 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 

Ash Wednesday 

February 18, 2026 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

L: Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses,  

C: But our pride is in the name of God. 

L: Some heap up empty praises, so they may be heard, 

C: But our pride is in the name of God. 

L: Some fast to look dismal and pray to be noticed, 

C: But our pride is in the name of God. 

 

OPENING HYMN:      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (v.v.1,2,3)             ELW 712 Red 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

Loving God, You desire a simple, humble relationship with us. Turn our hearts away from 

seeking others’ approval and toward your way of mercy and peace, as our savior taught us. 

Amen. 

 

GOSPEL:                                                                                              Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no 

reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 

you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you. 5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 

love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 

others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room 

and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may 

be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                         Praise to You, O Christ 

 

SERMON: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                     We Belong To Each Other                                            Insert 

 

Welcome to  

Immanuel! 
 

Thank you for joining 

us for our worship 

service. Whoever you 

are, whatever you’ve 

done, or wherever 

you are in life. You 

are loved by God 

which means, You are 

welcome here at 

Immanuel., God’s 

grace is given freely, 

not earned. So 

whatever journey you 

are on, God led you 

here today. We thank 

you for coming and 

hope you see you 

again soon.  

 

Visitors, welcome to 

worship! If you are 

interested in knowing 

more about our 

congregation please 

speak to Pastor Justin 

or call the church 

office! Contact info is 

on the back of this 

bulletin. 

 

We encourage all 

children who can 

read, to follow along 

in the bulletin during 

our worship service. 

We invite you to 

follow the service 

and take part in a way 

that feels right to you. 

 

Hearing devices are 

available from an 

usher. 
 

P = Pastor 

L = Leader 

C = Congregation 

R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are 

to be read by the 

congregation 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

  

L: God of wilderness and bread, we pray with humble spirits, acknowledging our fragility and  

     need. Through the ashes, we remember we are dust, yet we are held in your boundless love. 

C: Hear our prayers, O God. 

L: We pray for those wandering in wilderness seasons—those who may be hungry, lonely,  

     or uncertain. Sustain them with your bread of life and lead them toward hope. 

C: Hear our prayers, O God. 

L: We pray for those facing temptation to give in to fear, greed, or despair. 

     Strengthen them with your Spirit so they may choose life. 

C: Hear our prayers, O God. 

L: We pray for all who bear the heavy burdens of sickness, grief, oppression, and weariness. 

     Bring healing, comfort, and justice, and remind them they are not alone. 

C: Hear our prayers, O God. 

L: Teach us to see your grace at work in the dust of our lives, transforming, redeeming,  

     and calling us to mature discipleship. Help us live as people shaped by your mercy, 

     caring for the earth, our neighbors, and ourselves. 

C: Hear our prayers, O God. 

L: Holy One, we lift these prayers to you, trusting in your steadfast love  

     and the nourishment you provide. Feed us with your word and presence,  

     and guide us through every wilderness we face. 

C: Amen. 

  

CONTINUED LITURGY FOR ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE: 

  

L: On Ash Wednesday, we pause to remember we were formed from dust—the same dust that grows our wheat, roots  

     our grasses, and feeds our livestock, and the same dust that feeds the world. Our bodies will eventually return to dust  

     and continue to nourish the planet, fortifying the plants, sustaining animal life, and passing through the cycles of life  

     once again. All of this is for the glory of the Creator, who set these cycles in motion. Remembering we are dust  

     doesn’t diminish our worth or cleanliness; rather, it affirms our integral, connected place in this beautiful work of  

     God’s love. We were made with love, and when we die, God shall receive us with love. May we pause to remember  

     our mortality, thank God for this precious life, and reflect upon life’s end. 

C: Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE:  

  

We mark ourselves with ashes, remembering our frailty and sin. But we do not remain in death;  

we are invited to the feast of life. 

C: At this table, Christ is both host and meal, nourishing us with grace. 

L: Come, for all is ready. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: The Great Thanksgiving 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

  

C: We believe we are created from dust, and to dust we shall return, yet we are held in God’s eternal love.  

We believe Christ, the bread of life, nourishes our spirits and sustains us in all seasons.  

We believe the wilderness is not a place of abandonment, but a place where God meets and strengthens us.  

We believe Christ, who was tempted, walks with us in our struggles and empowers us to choose life and  
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     faithfulness.  

We believe repentance is a gift, a way to turn back to God and embrace transformation.  

We believe God’s grace is sufficient for every moment of weakness and every step through the wilderness.  

We believe God provides for our needs, offering spiritual and physical nourishment through Christ.  

We believe Christ’s example calls us to resist temptation and live lives of compassion, mercy, and justice.  

Even in our fragility and imperfection, we believe God can use us to bring hope, healing, and light to the world.  

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  AND COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION: 
 

(The congregation is invited forward to first receive the ashes. The minister marks each forehead with the sign of the 

cross, saying:) 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

(As the congregation receives the ashes, they also receive bread and wine by  

Communion Servers) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER: 
 

L: Lord of life, we have received ashes, acknowledging our mortality.  

     We have received your body and blood, tasting your eternal life. 

All: In your mercy, sustain us in our Lenten journey, that we may trust in your provision  

     and resist the temptations that lead us away from you. Amen. 

  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION: 
 

Go forth now, remembering you are dust, that you shall return to dust, and God goes with you through it all. Carry this 

promise with you, and may you live a life reflecting its truth. And now may the love of God enfold you, the peace of 

Christ guide you, and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN:                                         “I want Jesus to walk with me”                                            #325 ELW Red 
 

L: As you go from this place, walk humbly in the dust, but do not be afraid. For you are  

     marked by the cross and fed by grace. Go in peace, and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  

(OFFERING WILL BE PLACED IN BACK OF SANCTURY, NO OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN DURING WORSHIP)  
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Funds will be used for altar flowers & worship supplies throughout the year; or you may give to a memorial fund of your 

choice. Please return this form to the church, along with your contribution by or before  

Palm Sunday, March 29. 2026  Make check to Immanuel Lutheran Church, Easter Memorial Garden.  

Thank you.   

Note:  Forms turned in by the deadline will be included in the Easter Sunday memorials brochure in the bulletin, those 

turned in after Palm Sunday will be listed in the bulletin on the Sunday after Easter. Thank You. 

  

Your Name: ________________________________________ 

  

Name of person(s) to be remembered or honored: 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

  

Easter Memorial Garden Fund 

___ Sanctuary Flowers & Worship Supplies, including Candles, Communion Supplies,  

 Linen upkeep, etc. 

___ Other memorial fund, (please Circle one) 

Christian Education; Building Fund; Youth Group Mission Trips; 

Scholarships; Prayer Shawl Ministry; Immanuel Quilters; Parish Care Team; Africa Support/African Student 

Scholarships; Archives; Technology; Library; Music; Landscaping; Cemetery Perpetual Care; 

Altar Guild; Undesignated donations will be placed in the Easter Memorial Garden Fund. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter  

Memorial  

Garden 
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Thank you for helping 

lead worship today! 
 

Pastor: 

Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 

Momoh Freeman 
 

Ushers: 

Steve Tuhy 
 

Communion Servers: 

Jullie Weller 

Amanda Cook 
 

Sound Tech: 

Julie Johnson 
 

Camera Tech: 

Vern Johnson 
 

Altar Guild: Purple 

Jennifer Abbott 
 

Immanuel Church Calendar This Week 
 

Wednesday February 18 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

9-3 Office hours 

11:00 Newsletter proofing & Prayer Shawl Meets @ 1:30 

Services are 11:00 @ First Lutheran and 6:30 @ Immanuel 

6-7 Youth Group Meets 
 

Thursday February 19 

Deadline for Bulletin Info 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers bible study @ First Lutheran TF 
 

Friday February 20 

9-3 Office hours 

Bulletins Printed 

10:00 Newsletter Assembly 

Youth Group retreat at Luther Point 
 

Saturday February 21 

Youth Group retreat at Luther Point 
 

Sunday February 22 

9:00 Joint Choir Worship Service Live and Online.  

        Sunday School after Children’s Sermon 

10:00 Coffee Served 

11:00 Service at First Ev. Lutheran Church TF 

Youth Group retreat at Luther Point 
 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 

Momoh Freeman, Organist 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 

& Financial Recorder 

Kyle Hendrickson, Financial Secretary 

Kim’s Kleaning, Church Custodial Work 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery 

Groundskeeper 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth 

Directors 

Teresa Carlson, Sunday School Leader 

Office Hours: M,T,W,F 9:00am-3:00pm 

Unless otherwise noted.  

Cell phone (651)431-8941 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 

Email: office@immanuelalmelund.com 

Phone: (651)583-2340 

Website: www.immanuelalmelund.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com 

Immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 

pastor@immanuelalmelund.com 

(651)308-7717 

Mark Weslander, Administrative 

Assistant 

office@immanuelalmelund.com 

(651)431-8941 

Kyle Hendrickson, Financial Secretary 

finance@immanuelalmelund.com 

(651)717-8804 

Momoh Freeman, Organist/Director 

momohfreeman@yahoo.com 

(763)415-0330 

Teresa Carlson, Sunday School Leader 

(651)214-9531 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth 

Directors 

jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Dianne Wiik, Prayer Chain 

ywiik99@yahoo.com 

(651)583-2600 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery 

julie.1.abrahamson@gmail.com 

(651)674-2419 

Martha Strecker, Quilting group 

mmstreck@frontiernet.net 

(651)583-2221 

Joanne Johnson, Prayer Shawl group 

chareter@yahoo.com 

(651)278-2686 
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