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WOW SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 

10/18/2026 

GATHERING 

TODAY’S SERVICE IS USING 

ELW: RED BOOK 

 

PRELUDE: Here I Am To Worship                            

WOW Group 

 

WELCOME AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

CONFESSION AND 

FORGIVENESS: 
 

P: We confess our sins before God 

and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Merciful God,  

C: You show us how to live as your servants, yet we act as though your teaching applies to everyone else but us. 

We pass judgment on others, devalue ourselves and disrespect your creation. Show us the way back to the 

path which leads to life, and help us repair the damage we have caused to our relationships, ourselves and this 

earth, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

P: Through God’s love we are forgiven, and all things are being made new through Christ. God’s grace is enough to 

cover us and make us whole again, to live and serve another day. Let us rejoice that our God is full of mercy! Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

L: Our God is great!    C: God is over all the people. 

L: We praise your wonderful name,  C: For you love justice and mercy. 

L: Come, let us gather at God’s footstool C: And worship the name of our God! 

 

OPENING HYMN:                                                    God is Here (v.v.1,2)                                                   ELW 526 Red 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

God who reigns with justice, Your kingdom is not of this world, and yet we must make our home here.  

Give us your guidance and wisdom to make good choices and live faithfully as your people on earth. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC:                                      Lord, I Lift Your Name On High                                                WOW Group 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: 

 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18, 2026 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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SCRIPTURE READING:                                                                                           Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 

before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the 

gates shall not be shut; 2I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in 

pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 3And I will give thee the treasures of 

darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call 

thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 4For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 

even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 5I am the 

LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known 

me: 6That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside 

me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 7I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and 

create evil: I the LORD do all these things. 
 

The word of the Lord                        Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM:                                                                                                                               Psalm 99 
 

R: The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim;  

     let the earth quake!  

C: The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.  

R: Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!  

C: Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity;  

     you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  

R: Extol the Lord our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!  

C: Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those  

     who called on his name. They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.  

R: He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees,  

     and the statutes that he gave them.  

C: O Lord our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them,  

     but an avenger of their wrongdoings.  

R: Extol the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the Lord our God is holy.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:         Oh Sing to God Above (v.2)                             ELW 555 Red 

 

GOSPEL:                                                                                                             Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples 

to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 

way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 

with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, 

“Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, 

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                         Praise to You, O Christ 

 

SERMON: 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                  Lift Every Voice and Sing (v.v.1,3)                   ELW 841 Red 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

Welcome to  

Immanuel! 
 

Thank you for joining 

us for our worship 

service. Whoever you 

are, whatever you’ve 

done, or wherever 

you are in life. You 

are loved by God 

which means, You are 

welcome here at 

Immanuel., God’s 

grace is given freely, 

not earned. So 

whatever journey you 

are on, God led you 

here today. We thank 

you for coming and 

hope you see you 

again soon.  

 

Visitors, welcome to 

worship! If you are 

interested in knowing 

more about our 

congregation please 

speak to Pastor Justin 

or call the church 

office! Contact info is 

on the back of this 

bulletin. 

 

We encourage all 

children who can 

read, to follow along 

in the bulletin during 

our worship service. 

We invite you to 

follow the service 

and take part in a way 

that feels right to you. 

 

Hearing devices are 

available from an 

usher. 
 

P = Pastor 

L = Leader 

C = Congregation 

R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are 

to be read by the 

congregation 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 

Isaiah      45:1-7 

Psalm      99 

Matthew 22:15-22 
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OFFERTORY:                                                Take My Life, That I May Be                                                 ELW 583 Red 

 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS:                      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                                 ELW 184 Red 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

 

Dear God, everything belongs to you, but we act as though our possessions were our own. Help us to release our 

hold on all that keeps us prisoner to wealth and excess, and receive these gifts as a sign of our gratitude for all 

things. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:                                                                                                                         ELW Pg. 112 Red 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC INVITATION: 
 

The good news of Jesus comes to us in word and in spirit, and his presence draws us to this table to receive the holy 

bread and cup. Let us come now with joy to receive him, that our lives might be reflections of his own mercy. 

 

DISTRIBUTION:                                                 His Name Is Wonderful                                                      WOW Group 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 

 

SENDING: 
 

L: God knows us by name, and looks on us with favor.  

C: Show us your ways, O God, and we will know your love. 

L: God’s presence goes with us everywhere, 

C: And God gives us rest. 

L: God shows us God’s glory in the whole of creation. 

C: God passes near to us, and we are moved. 

L: God knows us by name, and looks on us with favor. 

C: Show us your ways, O God, and we will know your love. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                                            Soon and Very Soon                                                            ELW 439 Red 

 

DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.              Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: 

 

Offering from coffee today will go to Options for Women, a family Resource & Pregnancy Support Center in North 

Branch. They offer free ultrasounds to parenting classes and material support, to all who walk through the doors with no 

judgment, no pressure, and no cost. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is hiring: Administrative Assistant 

Immanuel is looking for a part-time Administrative Assistant to help keep the life of our congregation running smoothly. 

Duties include preparing the weekly bulletin and newsletter, maintaining the church office and records, assisting with 

communications and scheduling, and serving as a friendly first point of contact for members and visitors. Strong 

organization, good communication skills, and comfort with basic computer tools are a must. A warm spirit and a heart 

for the church are even better. Negotiable $22.00 an hour and 22 hours a week.  

To learn more or apply, contact Pastor Justin: pastor@immanuelalmelund.com or 651-308-7717 

 

Thank You, Mark! 

For years, Mark has been the steady hand behind the scenes at Immanuel, and we are grateful for his faithful dedication. 

Join us for a thank-you celebration in his honor in December: TBD Come share a story, a word of thanks, and some good 

food. 

 

The Naomi Circle will meet at the home of Linda Mielke on October 20th at 9:30am. Hope to see you all there!  

 

On Reformation Sunday, October 25, during worship, we'll present Bibles to our 3-year-olds, 3rd graders, and 6th 

graders. 

 

Youth Group has officially kicked off its 2026/27 year. We're 

already busy with activities. Apple Fest was our first fundraiser of the 

year and it was fantastic! Thanks to those who stopped by and 

supported this great group of kids. 

Wreath sales are kicking off! 

All wreaths fresh & handmade with love by the youth group. 

Upcoming dates for Youth Group meetings/events are as follows... 

Oct 7th & 21st Youth meeting 

Oct 23rd-25th Youth Retreat at Luther Point 

Wreath making Nov. 21st all youth are needed! Parents are strongly 

encouraged to help. We will have a potluck lunch! 

 

Youth Group 

Luther Point retreat Oct. 23-25th 
 

 

 

The Luther Point Bible Camp board would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to Carissa Ditlefsen for her many years 

of service to the camp. She started as a camper, then became a summer counselor and finally our program director. 

Carissa resigned earlier this month. We wish her God’s blessings in her future endeavors. 

The board has posted a job opening for a director.  

The camp’s annual meeting will be Nov. 8 at 2 p.m. We encourage as many people as possible to join us. 

 

Wisdom Seekers, Thursday Mornings at 9am at FELC 

 

Holy Smokes! 

Mark, your calendars - Holy Smokes is at Wild Mtn. Winery on Thursday, October 22 at 6:30 PM. 

 

We have a Food and Essential shelf located by the Men’s bathroom in the Fellowship Hall. This is for the use of all 

people/church congregation, neighbors/Our Community. Please take items as needed. You may also donate items to this 

shelf. Non-perishable/Non expired items. Examples: canned food, boxed cereals, muffins, care items and cleaning 

supplies. (On behalf of Stewardship members: Thank you) 

mailto:pastor@immanuelalmelund.com
tel:(651)%20308-7717
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Viking Vittles Needs You 

In order to continue the weekend food program for students 

in our community that are food insecure we need people to 

deliver the totes to the schools.  This would be one day a 

month for approximately 1 hour.  Each tote contains 8 bags 

of food for students.  The totes weigh between 25-28#.  

Last year we delivered 7 totes to the Education Center and 

23 totes to Sunrise River School.  The totes can be 

delivered on Tuesday or Wednesday mornings.   

You would deliver once per month.  To volunteer or if you 

have questions, please call Donna at 612-363-5072. 

 

Exercise your vocal chords!  Come sing with 

Unexpected Company Chorale!  Rehearsals for our winter 

concert, "Songs of Wonder", started on Monday, 

September 14th, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 13025 

Newell Avenue, Lindstrom.  Register in person starting at 

6:30 PM or register online 

at www.ucchorale.org.  Rehearsals are Monday evenings, 

at 7PM.  If you love to sing, you should sing with 

Unexpected Company Chorale!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fri., Nov 13, 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/13025+Newell+Avenue,+Lindstrom?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/13025+Newell+Avenue,+Lindstrom?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.ucchorale.org/
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All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2026 we will be celebrating the lives of the saints in our lives!  We will 

remember the loved ones we have lost this year and those who have died in past years that we hold close in 

our hearts.  There will be an opportunity during our worship service to come forward to light a candle in 

remembrance of our special loved ones. 
 

Name of person(s) to be remembered or honored: 

 ____________________________________________ 

Your Name: _________________________________________ 

Given to this Memorial Fund: _________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

Similar to the Easter Memorial Garden, please return this form to the church, along with your contribution 

by Sunday, October 25th.   

Make check to Immanuel Lutheran Church Memorial Fund.  

You can bring your contribution to the office or drop it in the gray box outside the office. 

Funds will be used as designated for your chosen Memorial Fund throughout the year. Thank you.  

  

Note:  Forms turned in after the October 25th deadline will not be included in the All Saints Sunday memorials listing in the bulletin, but will be 

listed the next Sunday in the bulletin. Thank you! 
 

IMMANUEL’S MEMORIAL FUNDS: 

 

Christian Education   Building Fund   Scholarships  

Prayer Shawl Ministry   Immanuel Quilters  Parish Care Team   

Archives    Technology   Library    

Music     Landscaping   Cemetery Perpetual Care  

Altar Guild    Youth Group Mission Trips 
Africa Support/African Student Scholarships  Undesignated   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 14, 2026,  6:00 PM 

Shafer Township Hall 

18259 St. Croix Trail 

Taylors Falls, MN 55084 

$20 for 20 games 

Bring items for the food shelf for a chance drawing of a complete 

turkey dinner 

Sponsored by Immanuel Lutheran Church, Almelund 

 

 

 

 

Grab your 

dabber  

TURKEY 

BINGO 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5Le_mLgs0gowCM&tbnid=1dll3riY7WXk-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcyberbrethren.com%2F2012%2F11%2F02%2Fwe-feebly-struggle-they-in-glory-shine%2F&ei=3SYyUoLiAY74qAG1vYHQ
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Thank you for helping 

lead worship today! 
 

Pastor: 

Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 

Dadu Reeves 
 

Special Music: 

WOW Group 
 

Reader: 

Marco Sherve 
 

Ushers: 

Zach Rivard 
 

Communion Servers: 

Perry Lindberg 

Norm Peterson 

Julie Weller 
 

Sound Tech: 

Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 

Jodi Johnson-Waldemar 
 

Proclaim: 

Carli Linngren 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

 
 

Altar Guild: Green 

Joanne Johnson 

Diane Rothe 
 

Teachers: 

 
 

Coffee Servers: 

WELCA 
 

 

Immanuel Church Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday October 18 

9:00 WOW Communion Worship Service Live and Online.  

        Sunday School after children’s Sermon 

10:00 Coffee Served 

11:00 Service at First Ev. Lutheran Church TF 
 

Monday October 19 

9-2 Office hours 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

6:00 Christian Ed. 
 

Tuesday October 20 

9-3 Office hours 

9:00 Worship Team Meets 

9:30 Naomi Circle @ Linda Mielke’s 

10:30 WOW Practice 
 

Wednesday October 21 

9-6 Office hours 

Newsletter ready for proofreading 

1:30 Prayer Shawl 

Youth Group Meets 

7:00 Choir Practice @ ILC 
 

Thursday October 22 

Deadline for Bulletin Info 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers study @ First Lutheran TF 

6:30 Holy Smokes @ Wild Mtn Winery 
 

Friday October 23 

9-3 Office hours 

Bulletins Printed 

LPBC Youth Retreat 

10:00 Newsletter Assembly 
 

Saturday October 24 

LPBC Youth Retreat 
 

Sunday October 25 

9:00 Worship Service Live and Online. Sunday School after  

        children’s Sermon and Bible Distribution 

10:00 Coffee Served 

11:00 Service at First Ev. Lutheran Church TF 

LPBC Youth Retreat 

2:00 Ecumen Service 

 
 

 Happy birthday this week! 

 

18  

Ella Johnson 

21  

Shelby Armstrong 

Emma Cook 

22  

Wyatt Lutz 

Adam Anderson 

 

October 11, 2026 

Attendance: 71 
 

Weekly Giving Update: 

October 11, 2026 
 

General   $5,033.00 

Benevolence: 

     -Undesignated  $1,000.00 

     -Synod  $   450.00 

     -Lutheran Soc. Serv. $     25.00 

     -Luther Point:  $   125.00 

Building Fund  $     30.00 

Youth Mission Trip $       2.00 

Loose   $     83.00 

Online Service Fee $     12.00 

TOTAL   $6,760.00 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 

Dadu Reeves, Organist 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 

& Financial Recorder 

Jenica Beck, Financial Secretary 

Kim’s Kleaning, Church Custodial Work 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery 

Groundskeeper 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth 

Directors 

Office Hours: M,T,W,F 9:00am-3:00pm 

Unless otherwise noted.  

Cell phone (651)431-8941 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 

Email: office@immanuelalmelund.com 

Phone: (651)583-2340 

Website: www.immanuelalmelund.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com 

Immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 

pastor@immanuelalmelund.com 

(651)308-7717 

Dadu Reeves, Organist 

dadureeves@gmail.com 

(609)503-0554 

Mark Weslander, Administrative 

Assistant 

office@immanuelalmelund.com 

(651)431-8941 

Jenica Beck, Financial Secretary 

finance@immanuelalmelund.com 

(763)377-5396 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth 

Directors 

jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Dianne Wiik, Prayer Chain 

ywiik99@yahoo.com 

(651)583-2600 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery 

julie.1.abrahamson@gmail.com 

(651)674-2419 

Martha Strecker, Quilting group 

mmstreck@frontiernet.net 

(651)341-3885 

Joanne Johnson, Prayer Shawl group 

chareter@yahoo.com 

(651)278-2686 

 

mailto:office@immanuelalmelund.com
http://www.immanuelalmelund.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:pastor@immanuelalmelund.com
mailto:dadureeves@gmail.com
mailto:office@immanuelalmelund.com
mailto:jfredlund@frontiernet.net
mailto:ywiik99@yahoo.com
mailto:julie.1.abrahamson@gmail.com
mailto:mmstreck@frontiernet.net
mailto:chareter@yahoo.com

