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Homeless Court

Judge Steven Kirkland, founding Judge

Inspired by first HC in San Diego. Steve Binder,
founding attorney

Steering Committee developed in 2005
Pilot began in 2006
Presented to City Council in 2007, MOU signed




Why Homeless Court?

In the State of Texas, if you have a warrant,
delinquent tickets, or owe DPS fees to the

State, you can not obtain or renew your
TXDL or TXID



Referral Process
First step

 To verify if the ticket is with
the City of Houston: Call 311
(713.837.0311) this links you
directly to the City of Houston
Municipal Courts. You will only
need your client’s name and
birth date or driver’s license
number. This is public
information. You will need at
least one reference or case
number to place on the
application page. Homeless

ourt is only partnering with the
City of Houston Mumaﬁal
Court. If 311 does not have any
information on your client,
there is no need to make
referral.

» For all other jurisdictions, you
may refer them to;




Step Two

« Completed Application
Leave nothing blank.

* MUST have at
least one ticket or

reference number
listed.

* You may obtain
this information by
calling 311.

* Must have an
HMIS #

Applicant Information
ust be legible and accurate / leave nothing blank)

e of Agency

SS# - -

State:
|| Female D Transgender Veteran [ ves [ No Disabled** [ ves CINo
American Indian/Alaska Native Ethnicity: O Hispanic
Asian
|| Black/African American
[ Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
O white

[ Non-Hispanic

One (1) Case or Reference Number;
(Call 311 to obtain this information)

|l
CTTTTTELLE




Step Three:
Community

City of Houston Municipal Courts
COMMUNITY SERVICE INTERVIEW

Service
Interview

Case Number(s):

(Interview Date)

Last Name First Name Middle Name

. . . )
Fill in only client s T = — —
personal information.
Leave blank all case Driver's License State
numbers, dates and
dollar amounts owed,
as these will be f|||ed Agency/Home Address Agency/Home Telephone
Out in Cour‘t. This receipt acknowledges that Municipal Courts has received your judicial order with Community Service hours

worked for the above referenced case(s). See below for any further action required.




Email these two documents to

Court date will be assigned
within in 24 hours

City of Houston Municipal Courts
COMMUNITY SERVICE INTERVIEW

Case ):
{Interview Date)

Last Name First Name Middle Name

Date of Birth Age Race Sex

Driver's License State

AgencyiHome Address

Agencyltiome Telephone

This receipt scknowledges that Municipsl Courts has received your judicial order with Gommunity Service hours
fwarkad for the above referenced casels). See balow for any further action required

Total Amount of financial ibility: $,

Total number of hours required to satisfy this

DeptiAgency Referred In Referral Date Start Date Due Date

PARTIAL COMMUNITY SERVICE HOUR 5 WORKED RECEIPT

o

o

In arder for your case fo be dismissed, you must either submit the sppropriste documentation before
or submit o at the CS Shaw Cause Hearing s scheduled for Court
on et

COMPLETE COMMUNITY SERVICE HOUR S WORKED RECEIPT

Your decuments have been recaived by the Municipsl Courts. Your case will be dismissed only after it is
reviewad and spproved by a judge

Signature of Agency Representative

Number Hrs Completed Date

Please tetain this Teceint for your panmanant racords

City of Houston Homeless Court

LT
Applicant Information
{Must be legible and accurate / leave nothing blank)
Name of Agency.
Client Name: AKAs:
Date of Birth: 85& - -
ID/DL: State:
Sex: (I Male [ Female O Transgender Veteran O vee O No Disabled*+ [ ve: Ono
Race: [] American Indian/Alaska Native Ethnicity: O Hispanic
O Asian O Non-Hispanic

O Black/Arican American
O Native Hawaiizn Pacific Islander
O white

One (1) Case or Reference Number;
{Call 311 to obtain this information)

O Other
Zip Code of Last Known Permanent Address: HMIS =

Antici d End Date:

Date Entered Program:

Client Contact Information
Address:
Phone/ Voice Mail:
Emal:
How else may you be contacted?,

Staff Contact Information

Name and Position:

Phone and Fax:

Email:

Alternate Contact and phone:
To the best of my abifiy, T have parteipated M @ qualjfying program av decermined 5y the referring agency and I Rave not
Been charged maniss o aecess the Homsless Court program. Referral oo Homelexs Court does not cutomaricelly result in
dimtssal of affenses and may resnlf in @ court grperrmies.  The judge may determine addifonal “Sengemcing™ or action
nesded Failure to appear or no-contact with Homeless Cowrt, 24krs prior &5 coure may rexult in adiicional charges. I give
Permizsion fo the Coalifon for the Homeless of Houston/Harris Coungy to collect mud enter imnformution inte WIS abour ms,
which may ineluds demographics, a picaure, and services received 1 undsrstond thar che OIS ir shared wick and nsed by
auchorized agemcies i woy communin: for the purposes such g5 essessing clients’ needs ip prdsy fp provide bemer aysiviance
and to imgrove cheir cwrrent or fusure simations and repordng datc o an aggregate level that dovs Mot identift ecific
peopie or their pevsonal dyformaton.

Client 4 Date:

Agency Rep Signatare: Date:
Email application and documentation to smore@homelesshounston.org




Promise to
Appear

* Write their name and
court date on the PTA and
give to them to use as a
reminder

* Time & Address already
listed.

City of Houston Homeless Court

E"w»"_;j J
PROMISE TO APPEAR:
I (Print) , agree to appear in

Homeless Court at 1400 Lubbock, on (Date)

(Look for your court room assignment on monitors in front lobby)

Court is at 4pm sharp and I am expected to be there 15 minutes prior.
Failure to appear may result in additional charges, arrest and/or exclusion
from future Homeless Court dockets.

Signature: D.0.B.

Things to know
This is a voluntary program
Plan to ba in court between 30 minutes to 1 %% hours.
Mo hats, cell phones or talking in court.
Succersful participation in an Agency Program iz required
Mo one goss into custedy ralating to the mizdemeanor offense
ALL class C mizdemeanors are gligible; except parking tickets
An additional warrant will be issued for not showmg for this court date.
THE CITY OF HOUSTON MUNICIPAL COURT.

1400 Lubbock, Houston TX 77002

### Outzide of court; all questions must go thru referming case manzgement. Vou will have accesz toa
prozecuting attomey and a judge during Homeless Court proceedings.



City of Houston Homeless Court

Now That I Have A Court Date;

Arrive Early: this will allow you time to go through security.

Court Date: show up on the correct date listed on your Promise to Appear. A no-show
nenerates an additional warrant. The courts address and time is listed on your Promise to
Appear.

Upon Arrival: check monitors for your name in the front lobby for court room assignment.
(Most of the time we are in court room 2}

Paperwork: Look for a Coalition for the Homeless representative prior to court for your
paperwork to give to the judge.

BRING YOUR COMMUNITY SERVICE LOG

Length of Time: Expect to be in court 30 minutes fo 1% hours.

Guestions: All questions prior to court must go through your case worker. Meither the
courts nor the Coalition for the Homeless will be able to answer any questions prior to
court. Remember, your case worker is not an attorney and will not be able to answer any
legal questions. You will have plenty of time to speak with the Judge and a prosecuiing
attorney at time of court.

NO ONE GOES TO JAIL: if you have a warrant with the city of Houston, that warrant is
lifted at time of court.

Money: If you owe maonies to the city of Houston. Judge will give you community senvice
for the money you owe. We define that community service as your work and paricipation
in your program. This includes everything your case manager has told you to do, Le.
classes, 12 step meetings, job search, medical appointments, helping out in the kitchen or
clean up at the agency, efc...

BRING YOUR COMMUNITY SERVICE LOG

In court: there is no talking when Judge is on the bench. Turm off vour cell phones and
gentleman, no hats.

Children are Welcome. However, please control your child’'s behaviar.

RELAX: We know and understand how difficult it is to work a program and exit
homelessness. Homeless Court is one small way that your agency, the City of Houston
and the Coalition for the Homeless can say "Thank You" for doing all the hard worlk.




We define Community Service as their
work and participation in their program.




°
C O l I I l I I u n I ty CITY OF HOUSTON MUNICIPAL COURT/ HOMELESS COURT

COMMUNITY SERVICE LOG

Service Log

Date Activity Hours Initials

Use this log as a tool to

give to your client to

document their own

participation in their own

program.

This provides a since of

ownership to the hard
work they are doing.

Also, many clients are

working more than 1
program.




i THINGS vou
P sHouo KNIOW

» This is 100% voluntary, only submit a referral if they want to resolve their cases.

* Once a court date is set, | can not reschedule. If they do not show, resubmit their
paperwork for a new court date.

* Your attendance is not mandatory. However; you are encouraged to attend a
docket as it is open to the public and understand what your clients are experiencing.

* Remember to Celebrate all the Hard work that they are doing and remind them that
NO ONE goes to jail.




Scot More

HMIS Associate/Homeless Court Administrator

smore@homelesshouston.org

Link to Referral Packet
https://www.homelesshouston

.org/get-help#HomelessCourt

Success Stories

https://www.homelesshouston

.org/homeless-court-how-one-

program-is-changing-lives

WHO IS THE
MOST AWESOME
PERSON TODAY?




