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Homeless Court

• Judge Steven Kirkland, founding Judge

• Inspired by first HC in San Diego.  Steve Binder, 
founding attorney

• Steering Committee developed in 2005

• Pilot began in 2006

• Presented to City Council in 2007, MOU signed



Why Homeless Court?

In the State of Texas, if you have a warrant, 
delinquent tickets, or owe DPS fees to the 
State, you can not obtain or renew your 
TXDL or TXID



Referral Process
First step

• To verify if the ticket is with 
the City of Houston: Call 311
(713.837.0311) this links you 
directly to the City of Houston 
Municipal Courts.  You will only 
need your client’s name and 
birth date or driver’s license 
number. This is public 
information. You will need at 
least one reference or case 
number to place on the 
application page.  Homeless 
Court is only partnering with the 
City of Houston Municipal 
Court.  If 311 does not have any 
information on your client, 
there is no need to make 
referral.  

• For all other jurisdictions, you 
may refer them to; 
https://www.beaconhomeless.o
rg/beaconlaw



Step Two

• Completed Application
Leave nothing blank. 

• MUST have at 
least one ticket or 
reference number 
listed.

• You may obtain 
this information by 
calling 311.

• Must have an 
HMIS #



Step Three:
Community 
Service 
Interview 

Fill in only client’s 
personal information.  
Leave blank all case 
numbers, dates and 
dollar amounts owed, 
as these will be filled 
out in court.



Email these two documents to 
smore@homelesshouston.org

Court date will be assigned 
within in 24 hours



Promise to 
Appear





We define Community Service as their 
work and participation in their program.



Community 
Service Log



• This is 100% voluntary, only submit a referral if they want to resolve their cases.

• Once a court  date is set, I can not reschedule.  If they do not show, resubmit their 
paperwork for a new court date.

• Your attendance is not mandatory.  However; you are encouraged to attend a 
docket as it is open to the public and understand what your clients are experiencing.

• Remember to Celebrate all the Hard work that they are doing and remind them that 
NO ONE goes to jail.



Scot More
HMIS Associate/Homeless Court Administrator

smore@homelesshouston.org

Link to Referral Packet
https://www.homelesshouston
.org/get-help#HomelessCourt

Success Stories

https://www.homelesshouston
.org/homeless-court-how-one-

program-is-changing-lives


