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What an amazing week we have had at Chalkwell! It has been filled with so many highlights that 

truly uplifted our spirits and enriched our community. 

This week, we celebrated World Book Day, an event that brought joy and excitement to our school. 

It was wonderful to see the children embracing their love for reading, dressed as their favourite 

characters and sharing stories with one another. The enthusiasm was infectious, and it reminded us 

all of the beauty and importance of books in our lives. 

Adding to the week’s excitement, Year 4 performed their fantastic assembly titled ‘Readers are 

Leaders’. They showcased the hard work, determination, and incredible talent of our children. The 

assembly highlighted the joy of reading and the significant role it plays in our personal and academic 

lives. A huge well done to Year 4 for their outstanding performance! We are so proud of you all! 

In addition to these wonderful events, we are thrilled to announce that our school has become Essex 

Champions for Sitting Volleyball! Our team demonstrated exemplary sportsmanship and skill this 

week, and we couldn’t be prouder of their achievements. Their dedication and teamwork truly 

embody the spirit of Chalkwell. 

It was also great to see so many of you at the parent consultations this week. Sharing the progress of 

your children is such an important part of our partnership, and we value the close relationships we 

build between school and home. Your involvement is crucial to your child’s success, and we 

appreciate your support and engagement. 

As we head into the weekend, we hope you take some time to relax and enjoy precious moments 

with your family. Thank you for being such an integral part of our school community. 

Have a great weekend! 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

 

             Dates for Your Diary 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

DRAW HER INTO THE GAME COMPETITION  

Thank you to everyone who entered the competition! Our school delivered over 100 entries this 

week and you will have received information about how to claim your free tickets. We hope to see 

lots of you at the special exhibition match on Saturday 16th May 2026! 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

 

What a wonderful World Book Day we had! It was truly heartwarming to see our children and staff 

embracing their favourite characters, living their best lives, and celebrating the joy of reading. The 

creativity and enthusiasm displayed were nothing short of inspiring, and it reminded us all of the 

power of imagination that a good book can ignite. 

From fantastical costumes to engaging storytelling sessions, the day was filled with laughter and 

excitement. It was a significant reminder that stories have the ability to transport us to different 

worlds, fostering joy and enjoyment in our lives. We witnessed our students not only enjoying their 

favourite tales but also sharing their love for reading with one another. 

Thank you to everyone who participated and contributed to making this day so special. Your support 

and involvement are invaluable in nurturing a love for literature within our school community. Let’s 

continue to encourage our children to explore the wonderful world of books, as they truly can’t be 

beaten! 

To celebrate World Book Day, each class voted for the favourite book in their classes' reading 

area. The Reading Ambassadors brought their classes' favourite book to our meeting. They then 
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used their creativity to wrap them up beautifully; ready to give to their partner class on World Book 

Day. There was great excitement, in class, as the mystery favourite book was revealed! The class 

teacher will now read the book to the class; we aim to do this by the end of term. Classes will then 

feed back to their partner classes. It will be great to hear if they think the book is a great read too!  
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Red Nose Day is coming Friday 20th March 

 

he Junior Governors have decided to support Red Nose Day again this year. On Friday 20th March 

the children are invited to come to school in non-uniform. They are welcome to wear something red 

or any of the Red Nose Day merchandise; however, it is not compulsory and non-school uniform is 

enough.  

If your child wishes to participate, we would suggest a donation of £1: 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/ 

Thanks so much for supporting this good cause. 

 

Lots of Socks Day - Monday 23rd March 

 

Saturday 21st March is World Down Syndrome Day. The Lots of Socks campaign is to help get people 

talking about Down Syndrome.  

Around the world people are invited to choose some socks to wear that are going to get noticed, at 

CHJS we will be doing this on Monday 23rd March.  

You don't need to buy anything special, just wear the brightest socks in the drawer or your most 

favourite non-school socks. A small gesture to get thinking about Down Syndrome and to celebrate 

that we are all different 

 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  
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School Rules Song! 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bvNQQTFNcZk
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On Tuesday, Dr Jon came to visit Chalkwell Hall for a Science Assembly, in preparation for British 

Science Week. Dr Jon came all the way from Philadelphia and he is an Earth Scientist, interested in 

measuring and observing ice all around the world. The children loved hearing about his stories 

exploring Antarctica and watching videos of his expeditions around the world. The children were left 

inspired and had lots of questions to ask him. Thank you, Dr Jon - we hope to see you again! 
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

4BR Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved!  

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 4BR who put in a fabulous effort; filling the cupboard 

to bursting! Well done!  
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PTA NEWS 
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NEW SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

SITTING VOLLEYBALL ESSEX CHAMPIONS! 

Another super result and competition at the Essex Finals for Sitting Volleyball Tournament held in 

Harlow yesterday. This was a round robin event with 9 schools taking part. Chalkwell won 6 and lost 

two, but meant we went into a playoff for silver and gold - Chalkwell vs Greenways. We came away 

with well deserved gold medals. The children have been practising hard and giving up some of their 

lunchtimes, proving practise and dedication gets results. Well done team! Again thank you parents 

for getting the children to the event.Go Team Chalkwell 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Another fun-filled week in Year 3! 

Year 3 (and their parents/carers) excelled in their World Book Day costumes today – so many of the 

characters were instantly recognisable. It was lovely to discover more about the books that are firm 
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favourites in our classes! We were also excited to unwrap and reveal our gifted class book which we 

will be reading this half term. 

In Geography, we have been continuing to learn about the layers of the rainforest, the features and 

creatures that live there. It won’t surprise you to know that, as a Year group, we very much want the 

rainforests to be protected but in English, we have been thinking about reasons for and against 

deforestation when learning about discussion texts. 

We enjoyed listening to a piece of music and using body percussion to make the sounds of the 

rainforest and have started planning our ‘Take One Picture’ project ready for Arts Week in the last 

week of the half term. 

What a busy week, Year 3! Recharge those batteries, enjoy the sunshine and we look forward to 

seeing what next week brings! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had another fantastic week! 

In Maths, we have been focusing on decimals, and the children have shown great perseverance when 

tackling challenging questions. They have approached their learning with great determination. 

In English, we have been watching The Tempest to inspire our persuasive writing next week. The 

children have enjoyed exploring the story and are already generating some excellent ideas. 

The year group have also been working incredibly hard on our Year 4 assembly to celebrate World 

Book Day. They were so excited to perform for their parents and carers and did a wonderful job. To 

continue the celebrations, we saw some fabulous costumes inspired by a wide range of books — the 

creativity was fantastic! 
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Well done, Year 4, on such a brilliant week! 
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Year 5 

Year 5 have had an action‑packed week full of creativity, teamwork, and new skills.  

We’ve been working hard on the hockey pitch, developing our teamwork and communication, and 

we’ve also been practising our aiming skills in preparation for some lively dodgeball sessions.  

A real highlight was celebrating our WOW Day Totem Poles, proudly sharing them with families 

during this week’s parent consultations.  

We rounded off the week with a fun‑filled World Book Day, complete with imaginative costumes and 

even some ukulele songs inspired by our favourite stories.  

With so much achieved in just a few days, we’re already excited for what next week will bring! 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have been diving deeper into the world of Alex Rider this week, following the inventions 

created in our DT project. We have been focusing on core scenes from the book/film and rewriting 

them focusing on how to build an atmosphere of suspense to thrill the reader in our writing sessions. 

We are continuing to look at how suspense can also be built across a range of genres in our Music 

learning, by looking at soundtracks and how they can impact the viewer.  

We have also been learning about responsibilities around our body and health, preparing for the 

transition to secondary next year by focusing on our priorities, and supporting our learners to 

become more independent in both PSHE and RE. Keep up the hard work for this short half term Year 

6 - you're doing amazing! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.4% (+) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 94.2% (-0.9) 

Year 4 = 95.8% (-0.3) 

Year 5 = 97.9% (+0.9) 
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Year 6 = 97.1% (+2.3) 

Lower School Winners = 4BR (98.7%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6FW (99.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

w/c 9th March British Science Week / PTA Spring Plant Sale all week (after school) 

Tuesday 10th March - Year 4 Sportshall Athletics competition 

Wednesday 11th March - Year 3/4 Tag Rugby competition 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

Friday 20th March - Red Nose Day (non-uniform) 

Monday 23rd March  - Lots of Socks Day for World Down Syndrome Day (wear your brightest 

socks!) 

Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

 

Contact us: 
Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

