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One more week to go until half term! 

We’ve had an action‑packed week here at school, full of learning, curiosity and possibility. Despite 

the grey and rainy weather, the children’s enthusiasm has certainly brightened our days, and it’s 

been wonderful to see their energy and resilience shine through. 

Next week, we will be marking Internet Safety Awareness Week, with Safer Internet Day taking 

place on Tuesday. Across the school, children will take part in a range of activities designed to help 

them understand how to stay safe, confident and responsible when using technology. 

Throughout the week, pupils will explore topics such as: 

• Protecting personal information – understanding what is safe to share online and what 

should remain private. 

• Healthy digital habits – finding a balance between screen time, rest, and real‑world 

interactions. 

• Recognising reliable information – learning how to question what they see online and 

identify trustworthy sources. 

• Being kind and respectful online – promoting positive online communication and knowing 

what to do if something makes them feel worried or unsure. 

• Knowing where to go for help – understanding who they can speak to at school and at 

home if they come across something concerning. 

Our Digital Leaders will also be supporting learning throughout the week, encouraging pupils to think 

about how their online actions affect themselves and others. 

We encourage families to continue these conversations at home. Even small chats about what 

children are playing, watching, or sharing online can make a big difference in helping them stay safe 

and make good choices. 

Thank you for your continued support, have a great weekend. 

Andy Newnham 

 

             Dates for Your Diary 

• w/c Monday 9th February - Online Safety Awareness Week 

• INSET Day: Friday 13th February 
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• Half-term Break: Begins Monday 16th February 

• Parents’ Consultations: Monday 2nd and Wednesday 4th March   

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Calling all CHJS artists!! 

 

The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a free, open submission exhibition for young artists aged 4–18 

years studying in the UK. Each pupil can submit one piece of artwork and there is no theme. When 

entering, you will be asked for an image of the artwork plus some information about the piece such 

as title, size, and some text written by you (which can include why you created the work and what it 

means to you). The panel of judges will see the artwork and the selected pieces will be shown in the 

Royal online exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts. 

Submissions must be made by 4th March 2026. 

 

Thank you to Polly for letting us know about this opportunity. Good luck to all who enter! 

For more information, click on the link below: 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved#howitworks 

 

 

Celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week at Youth Fest 2026! 

We’re excited to announce Youth Fest, a vibrant and inspiring event dedicated to promoting 

children’s mental health and well-being. Taking place on Saturday 14th February 2026, from 10am 

to 4pm at The Victoria Shopping Centre Southend, this free event is the perfect way to mark 

Children’s Mental Health Week. 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved#howitworks
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What to Expect 

Youth Fest is all about creating a positive space for children, young people and families to connect, 

learn, and have fun. Here’s what you can look forward to: 

  

• Child & Youth Services – Meet local providers offering support for mental health, well-being, 

and family life. 

• Activities & Music – Enjoy interactive sessions, stalls, creative workshops, and live 

performances that celebrate youth voices. 

• Well-being Zones and Resources – Discover practical tools and advice to help children thrive 

emotionally and socially. 

  

Why It Matters 

Children’s Mental Health Week is a vital opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of 

emotional well-being. Youth Fest brings together community partners, health professionals and 

families to share knowledge, build resilience, and celebrate the power of connection. 

This promises to be a day filled with positivity, creativity and support. Whether you’re a parent, 

carer, or young person, Youth Fest is your chance to explore resources, meet local services and enjoy 

a fun, uplifting atmosphere. 
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SUFC Mascots Competition 'Draw her into the game' 

SUFC Design Competition 

Southend United Football Club has launched ‘Draw Her Into the Game’, inviting children across Essex 

to design the club’s first-ever female mascot – a figure intended to represent the future of women 

and girls in football. 

The initiative invites children to create a mascot that reflects Southend United’s values of joy 

through football, togetherness and community, while celebrating the club’s seaside identity and its 

growing women’s programme. 
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The winning design with be officially revealed at Southend United Ladies’ inaugural women’s fixture 

at Roots Hall Stadium, when they face Colchester United in a special exhibition match on Saturday 

16th May 2026. 

We would like maximise the rewards for Chalkwell Hall Juniors and would ask that all entries be 

returned to school by Friday 27th February 2026, so we can collate them for a school entry to the 

competition. 

Children are welcome to complete their designs either at home or at a ‘Pop Up Art Club’, which will 

be running every Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime in 3CH until Thursday 26th February. 

Many thanks for your support. 

 

The Art Team 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  
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Best Team Mate EVER! 

 

 

https://youtu.be/NSbSG-MYdJQ
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Draw Her Into The Game 

 

https://youtu.be/hhjvKgLHulE
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MC GRAMMAR! 

 

WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 

https://youtu.be/4lOCvwDV9Ik
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

3CH Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! And today  

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 3JW who put in a fabulous effort; filling the cupboard 

to bursting! Well done! Next week, it's 3CH's in Lower School's turn! 

Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate the strength of our community spirit! 

       The Hungry Cupboard – Community Kindness in Action!        

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school community! The Hungry Cupboard 

continues to be a brilliant initiative supporting local families in crisis—and we are incredibly proud of 

the generosity shown by our families. 

How it works: 

Each week, the Hungry Cupboard is hosted in a different classroom. Pupils gather priority items 

suggested by SVP Southend, filling the cupboard to the brim. Once full, the items are delivered 

directly to SVP, ensuring our collective contributions make a meaningful impact where it’s needed 

most. 

This week, the Hungry Cupboard was proudly hosted by 3CH, who put in a tremendous effort—filling 

the cupboard to bursting! A huge well done to everyone involved.               

Next week, it’s 3AB’s turn in Lower School—let’s keep the momentum going! 

Thank you for your continued kindness and generosity. Together, we are making a real difference. 

     

Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate the strength of our community spirit! 
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Drama opportunity 

 

PTA NEWS 
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CO-OP Community Fund! 

Don’t forget to select us as your cause!Every time you shop at any Co-op they will donate to our 

schools.Please share with friends and family as anyone can support us and help raise funds for our 

children!Last time we were selected as a community fund, we raised over 

£2700!   http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156 

http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1 
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SPORT @ CHJS 

No sport this week, our football match being postponed yesterday due to bad weather. 

Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

A highlight each week is the opportunity to sing our hearts out during our PSHE lesson. Our song this 

half term, ‘For Me’, helps us consider how we can take small steps towards achieving our goals and 

dreams. We have also been planning gardens that promote well-being and good health, recognising 

that it is important that we look after both our mental and physical health. 
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In Maths this week, we have been practising our times tables knowledge through lots of fun games 

and activities including a scavenger hunt, times table tennis and Mathopoly. All this hard work and 

your use of TTRS at home is paying off Year 3 – let’s keep up the momentum to ensure our recall of 

multiplication facts is the best that it can be! 

Have you ever seen a mummified tomato? We have! It was time to unwrap the tomatoes we 

mummified on our Wow Day and to observe any differences and changes in weight. 

Four days left until your well-deserved break, Year 3 – bring it on! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had a busy week!  

In English, the children have been constructing a shared write based on whether the Maya civilisation 

was excellent or evil. They have thought carefully about how to structure their work and how to open 

each of their paragraphs in an engaging way.  

In Maths, the children have been completing their end of book assessments and it has been good to 

see all the progress they are continuing to make. The children have also been making maracas and 

developing designs, which they have painted on them.  

Well done year 4 on a great week! 
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Year 5 

 What a fantastic week Year 5 has had! Our students have been fully engaged in a variety of exciting 

activities that have sparked their curiosity and creativity. 

In Science, we delved into the fascinating world of the fire triangle and combustion. The highlight 

was exploring how candles burn in different sized glass jars, which led to some wonderful discussions 

about oxygen and fire. 

In Design and Technology, our budding chefs got hands-on making delicious spring rolls, learning 

about healthy eating and food preparation in the process. We had lots of fun cutting, chopping, 

folding and tasting! 

During PE, we embraced teamwork and creativity by working together to create a vibrant Chinese 

dragon dance, using canon movements to bring our dragon to life. 

In Maths, we’ve been deepening our understanding of fractions and multiplying them using a range 

of practical maths equipment. It’s been a week filled with learning and fun! 

Well done Year 5! 
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Year 6 

This week, Year 6 have been working incredibly hard in maths, focusing on algebra. They have shown 

great determination when tackling equations and expressions and it has been fantastic to see their 

confidence grow. Many pupils are now able to spot patterns and solve problems more independently 

demonstrating real progress in their reasoning skills. 

In PE , the children have been improving their hockey skills. They have been practising control, 

passing and tactical awareness, which has led to some exciting mini matches at the end of lessons. It 
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has been brilliant to see them applying their skills, working as a team and showing excellent 

sportsmanship. 

In computing, pupils have been enhancing their 3D castles, adding more detail and creativity to their 

designs. They have been experimenting with shapes, textures, and layering techniques, making their 

projects look increasingly impressive. Many children are thinking carefully about design choices and 

problem-solving as they build, reflecting real growth in their technical skills. 

In art, Year 6 have begun their final graffiti-style designs. These pieces are a chance for them to 

express their personalities and interests, and the results so far are vibrant and imaginative. Pupils 

have been experimenting with colour, composition and lettering, showing great creativity and 

attention to detail. Their final artworks are shaping up to be bold, personal and visually striking. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS! ! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 
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• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 
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CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 94.9%(+0.5) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 97.2%  

Year 4 = 93.8%  

Year 5 = 93.1% 

Year 6 = 96%  

Lower School Winners = 3CH (98.1%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (96.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

w/c Monday 9th February - Online Safety Awareness Week 
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Monday 9th February 7pm @ Palace Theatre - CHJS performing at Southend Makes Music 

Tuesday 10th February - Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 12th February - Year 6 boys Football match vs West Leigh 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Monday 23rd February - Young Voices @ The O2 

Wednesday 25th February - Netball Tournament 

Monday 2nd March - National Offer Day (Y7 Secondary School places) 

*Monday 2nd March - Parent Consultations 

*Wednesday 4th March - Parent Consultations 

Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

*Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

*Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 
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London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

