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We have had a fantastic first week back after half term. It has been wonderful welcoming the 

children back after the break—despite the rather unsettled mix of rain and wind this week! Their 

positivity, energy and readiness to learn have been fantastic to see across the school. 

We are now into the final half term of the academic year, and it is always one of the busiest and 

most exciting. We have so much to look forward to over the coming weeks, including next week: 

• Year 4 Residential and Activity Week 

• Borough Sports 

• Sports Day 

In addition, all year groups have begun new and engaging topics, designed to spark curiosity and 

inspire a real passion for learning. You can find out more about what your child will be learning this 

half term by visiting the links below: 

• Year 3: https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-3-overview 

• Year 4: https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-4-overview 

• Year 5: https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-5-overview 

• Year 6: https://www.chalkwellhall.co.uk/year-6-overview 

As we move through this final term, our focus is on finishing the year in style—continuing to support 

every child to achieve their very best and ensuring they feel confident and fully prepared for the next 

stage of their educational journey. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 
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Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• Friday 22nd May - INSET day - non-pupil day 

• Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 PGL / Activity Week 

• Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

• Friday 12th June - SPORTS DAY (am Lower School/pm Upper School) 

• w/c Monday 15th June - Swimming start (4 weeks) 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Healthy Habits Online Campaign 15th - 19th June 

 



5.6.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

Transition Arrangements – Summer Term 

Transition planning for September is already well underway, with a clear focus on ensuring a smooth, 

positive experience for all children. Staff are working closely together to share information and plan 

carefully so that every child feels confident and supported for the next stage of their journey. 

To help children begin building relationships with their new year group teams, we have arranged: 

• Friday 26th June – An additional supervised play session where children will meet the staff 

within their new year group in an informal setting. 

• Friday 3rd July – ‘Meet the Teacher’ morning, where children will find out their new class and 

spend time with their teacher. 

Further opportunities to meet year group teams will also be available for parents and carers' in early 

July. 

These steps are designed to ensure that children feel reassured, excited and fully prepared for the 

year ahead. 

A Message from the Children's Commissioner - Big Future Survey 

As Children’s Commissioner, I’m writing to ask for your support in helping children at your school 

take part in my new survey, The Big Future. 

Your pupils can take part here: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. 

As many of your Year 6 pupils will have recently finished their SATs, this could be a great opportunity 

for them to reflect on their time at primary school and share their hopes and ideas for the future in 

their own words. 

I want to hear from children aged 0–18 from every background, in every part of the country, and 

your support will help make that possible. I’m asking children about the things they enjoy, the 

challenges they face, the changes they want to see in their communities, and what they think a good 

childhood should look like today. 

I would be hugely grateful if you could share the survey with pupils, parents and carers across your 

school community. Schools with particularly high participation rates will receive formal 

recognition for helping amplify children’s voices, along with a summary of their pupils’ responses, 

and an invite to my final Festival of Childhood. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
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LEIGH ART TRAIL coming soon! 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - Thursday 11th June - NON UNIFORM DAY 

in exchange for Summer Fete Raffle prizes! 

Please note we have our annual non-uniform day to support of our PTA Summer Fete. All we ask in 

return for your child wearing non-uniform that they bring in a donation for the ever popular raffle. 

Chocolates and bottles are most welcome as raffle prizes! Remember all proceeds from this 

fantastic day goes back into enhancing the experiences of your child at CHJS! *this is not on Friday, 

due to it being our Sports Day! 

Free school meal (FSM) eligibility 

From September 2026, the Department for Education (DfE) will expand free school meal (FSM) 

eligibility to include all pupils from households receiving Universal Credit. This creates two categories: 

• Targeted FSM: Based on the existing £7,400 income threshold 

• Expanded FSM: Covers meals only for pupils in households receiving Universal Credit who do 

not qualify for Targeted FSM 

Free school meals are available to pupils who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of: 

• Universal Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

A pupil is only eligible if: 

• A claim has been made, and 

• Eligibility has been verified by the school or local authority 
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Households may also qualify if they: 

• Receive income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Meet criteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to public funds 

See: Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, 

academies and free schools – GOV.UK 

Under the expanded scheme from September 2026, Southend-on-Sea City Council advises applying 

after 15 June 2026: 

Applying for free school meals / Southend-on-Sea City Council 

We strongly encourage eligible families to apply.  

Please note: 

• Southend-on-Sea City Council cannot backdate claims to cover unpaid or previously paid 

costs 

• Foster children are not usually eligible, as fostering allowances are intended to cover meal 

costs 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.southend.gov.uk/xfp/form/104
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Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

We would like to invite you and your children to our Open Evening at Belfairs Academy on Thursday 

25th June 2026 from 4pm to 6pm. 

This event is an opportunity for families to learn more about our school, meet our students and staff 

and gain an insight into life at Belfairs as they prepare for their transition to secondary education. 

The evening will include: 

·                     A presentation from senior staff 

·                     Opportunities to meet teachers and support staff 

·                     Tours of the school and facilities 

·                     Information about our curriculum, pastoral support, and enrichment opportunities 

HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

🌟 Well Done 6FW – Hungry Cupboard Heroes! 

We would like to say a huge well done to class 6FW for their fantastic efforts in supporting the 

Hungry Cupboard initiative. 

Thanks to their enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment, a wonderful collection of donations has 

been gathered, all of which will be delivered to the SVP Foodbank to support families in need. The 

class have shown great responsibility, kindness and compassion, living out our school values in a very 

meaningful way. 

We are incredibly proud of 6FW for leading this initiative and would also like to thank all families 

who supported the project through their generous donations. 

An excellent example of pupils making a real difference to their community – well done, 6FW! 💙👏 
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PTA NEWS 

CAN YOU HELP? 

On Sunday 14th June, and we are still looking for volunteers for the following: 

 

🎉 Mixed games pod - 11.30-12.45pm 

🪜 Ladder Bean Bag Toss  - 11.30-2.30pm 

🌋 Floor is Lava - 11.30-1pm / 2-4pm 

🌈 Crazy Sand Art Craft (adult only) - 11.30-4pm 
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Please volunteer so these stalls don’t have to close!! Whatever time you can spare makes a big 

difference and is hugely appreciated, even if it’s just 1 hour. 

Huge thanks to everyone who has already volunteered ☺️ 

Please email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com 🙏🏻☺️ 

 

From Monday 8th June, pre-bought Games Token Cards & Inflatable Bands can be collected after 

school at pick up. We will also be selling both of these after school every day this week. We accept 

cash & card. Don’t forget to return your raffle tickets and money tree envelopes! 

 

NON-UNIFORM DONATION DAY - THURSDAY 11TH JUNE 

In exchange for wearing non-uniform, we kindly ask, if you can, to donate wine or chocolates for 

our very popular tombolas at the Summer Fete. 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1  

 

 

 

SPORT @ CHJS 

No events to report on this week. We are looking forward to Borough Sports next Wednesday! Go 

Team Chalkwell! 

Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Year 3 has had a great first week back introducing our new topic of 'Do you Believe in Magic?', 

kicking off with two WOW days! We started to make our Harry Potter wands using Modroc and 

chopsticks. We had a Harry Potter themed treasure hunt and participated in a making potions lesson!  
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In Geography, we are looking at 'Our European Neighbours' and where countries are in Europe. We 

have also introduced our new focus author for this term 'Jill Murphy'. We started by learning about 

her life and the different stories she has written. 

Well done Year 3, a lovely start to the half term! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have enjoyed a wonderful first week back, bursting with curiosity and enthusiasm. Our WOW 

Day set the tone brilliantly, giving us a captivating introduction to our new topic. The children were 

thrilled to delve into the rich and dramatic world of the Vikings. This term, we’ll be exploring the big 

question: Vikings – explorers or raiders? A debate we’re sure will spark plenty of lively discussion. 

We’ve already been treated to some fantastic creative homework, including a Viking rune 

code‑breaking, a Minecraft longboat fit for a Norse adventurer, and an impressive collection of 

Viking facts – some of which even surprised us! The children are eager to continue their learning and 

develop well‑reasoned answers to our big question. 

In art, we have begun our new unit on shade, tone, and proportion. The children have thoroughly 

enjoyed experimenting with these skills to create striking 3D effects. It’s been a brilliant and creative 

start to the final term of Year 4. 
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Year 5 

Year 5 have had a fantastic first week back, and it has been wonderful to see the children settling in 

with such enthusiasm and positivity. The highlight of the week was undoubtedly our Tudor WOW 

Days, which sparked lots of curiosity and excitement across the year group. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed sewing their own Tudor peasant hats and money pouches, which 

they will be able to take with them on the exciting trip to Kentwell Hall. They also loved making Tudor 

finger puppets, completing famous portraits, and taking part in a lively mock Battle of Bosworth.  

It has been a brilliant start to the term, full of creativity, teamwork and learning. Well done Year 5! 
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Year 6 

Year 6 has had a busy and exciting week! On Monday, Year 6 enjoyed a special WOW Day to launch 

their learning about World War I. In the morning, the children watched War Horse, which helped 

them develop a deeper understanding of life during the war and the harsh realities faced by soldiers 

in the trenches. This experience inspired their English work, where they wrote detailed setting 

descriptions of Menin Road in Belgium, using all five senses to vividly capture the sights, sounds, 

smells, textures and emotions of the battlefield.  

The children also designed personalised caps for their upcoming dance workshops, which forms part 

of our leavers' assembly video. Throughout the week, they enthusiastically participated in the 

workshops, learning choreography and working together to create a memorable performance to 

celebrate their time at primary school. What a fabulous first week back! Well done! 



5.6.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.2% (+1.1%) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 98.5%  
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Year 4 = 95.1% 

Year 5 = 95.9% 

Year 6 = 95.9%  

Lower School Winners = 3CH (98.8%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (100%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 trip to Windmill Hill / Activity Days 

Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

Thursday 11th June - Non-uniform day in return for PTA Summer Fete donations for the                                  

raffle!  

Friday 12th June - Sports Day  - 9.30-11am Y3&4  / 12pm Picnic for Y5&6 then 12.45pm Start Sports 

Day 

Sunday 14th June - PTA Summer Fete 12-3pm 

w/c 15th June - Junior swimming starts (4 weeks) 

Friday 26th June - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

