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What a lovely week it has been. Whilst the temperatures have been much cooler than those we 

experienced recently, the week has still been full of achievement, enrichment and fun across the 

school. 

Today was a particularly special day as children spent time with their new classes, teachers and 

support staff ahead of September. A considerable amount of thought, discussion and planning goes 

into this process to ensure that transitions are as smooth as possible and that every child feels fully 

supported as they move into a new year group. Change can be exciting but also a little daunting, and 

we work hard to make sure children feel confident, secure and ready for the next stage of their 

journey. 

It was a real delight to see the children meeting their new teachers and spending time with their new 

year-group teams. We were incredibly proud of how they approached the day with such positivity, 

maturity and enthusiasm. Moments like these help us set the scene for another successful academic 

year ahead. 

With just two weeks remaining of this school year, we are determined to round off a fantastic year in 

style. Next week sees end-of-year reports being sent home, alongside some exciting trips and 

experiences for our Year 4 and Year 6 pupils. We are also looking forward to welcoming as many 

parents and carers as possible to our Meet the Year Group meetings on Monday and Tuesday, where 

you will have the opportunity to hear more about the year ahead. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Wishing you all a safe, relaxing and enjoyable 

weekend—and, of course, an England victory in the early hours of Monday morning! 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 
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📅 Dates for Your Diary 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

MUSICAL MAGIC - CHJS EASTWOOD SHOWCASE 

Last Thursday and Friday evening, our magnificent Musical Showcase took place at The Eastwood 

Academy, and what a truly special event it was. 

We are incredibly fortunate to have such talented children at Chalkwell Hall Junior School. The 

outstanding performances from our singers, rock band, musicians and Glee Club were both inspiring 

and uplifting. Every performer demonstrated remarkable confidence, dedication and enthusiasm, 

entertaining audiences with their skill and passion. 

The showcase perfectly reflected the ethos we strive for at CHJS – recognising every child for who 

they are, helping them discover and develop their interests and talents, and promoting both 

enjoyment and excellence in all that they do. It was wonderful to see so many children shine on stage 

and share their achievements with family, friends and staff. 

The event was a memorable experience for everyone involved and for the audience members who 

had the privilege of watching such exceptional performances. 

A huge thank you must go to Mrs Regester and Mrs Dubouchet for their incredible commitment, 

expertise and guidance. Their dedication to nurturing our children's talents and providing these 

opportunities is greatly appreciated. We are truly lucky to have such talented and committed staff. 

Well done to every child who took part – you made us all immensely proud. 🎵🌟👏 
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Glee Club continue to spread joy! 

On Tuesday, a selection of the glee club visited the Catherine Miller Care home to perform songs for 

the residents on our community. It was well received and we had some lovely feedback from so many 

people. The children sang beautifully and were perfect CHJS Ambassadors. Well done! 

👍🎶🎤🎵😀👏 
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Y6 Bin Boys Shine in the Grow a £1 Challenge 

A huge well done to Gene, Alfie and Archie, who teamed up as the “Bin Boys” as part of our Grow a 

£1 Challenge. The boys showed excellent teamwork and enterprise skills by setting up their own bin-

cleaning business, organising bookings, planning their workload and delivering a professional service 

to local residents. 

What impressed us most was the fantastic feedback they received from the community. Customers 

praised the boys for their enthusiasm, politeness, commitment and hard work, with many 

commenting on their sparkling clean bins and professional approach. One resident described them as 

“a fantastic example of persistence and hard work”, while others were keen to book them again in 

the future.  

We are incredibly proud of the boys for embracing the challenge so positively and for acting as such 

wonderful ambassadors for our school. Their creativity, determination and teamwork demonstrate 

exactly what the Grow a £1 Challenge is all about. Well done, boys! 🎉 
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LEIGH ART TRAIL coming soon! 
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Free school meal (FSM) eligibility 

From September 2026, the Department for Education (DfE) will expand free school meal (FSM) 

eligibility to include all pupils from households receiving Universal Credit. This creates two categories: 

• Targeted FSM: Based on the existing £7,400 income threshold 

• Expanded FSM: Covers meals only for pupils in households receiving Universal Credit who do 

not qualify for Targeted FSM 

Free school meals are available to pupils who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of: 

• Universal Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

A pupil is only eligible if: 

• A claim has been made, and 

• Eligibility has been verified by the school or local authority 

Households may also qualify if they: 

• Receive income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Meet criteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to public funds 

See: Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, 

academies and free schools – GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
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Under the expanded scheme from September 2026, Southend-on-Sea City Council advises applying 

after 15 June 2026: 

Applying for free school meals / Southend-on-Sea City Council 

We strongly encourage eligible families to apply.  

Please note: 

• Southend-on-Sea City Council cannot backdate claims to cover unpaid or previously paid 

costs 

• Foster children are not usually eligible, as fostering allowances are intended to cover meal 

costs 

 

SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1 

 

 

https://www.southend.gov.uk/xfp/form/104
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Brownlee Foundation Triahlon Event! 

Yesterday, 15 of our pupils were lucky enough to attend the Brownlee Foundation Triathlon at 

Garons – and what an incredible day it was! Although we could only take a small group of children, 

every single one of them made the most of this fantastic opportunity. 

The event was a non-competitive triathlon, designed to encourage children to get active, challenge 

themselves and, most importantly, have fun. The day began with a swim before the children headed 

outside to complete several laps of a specially marked cycling course inside the athletics track. To 

finish, they ran around the track before crossing the finishing arch, where they were proudly 

presented with a well-earned medal. 

The event was brilliantly organised, and it was wonderful to see every child giving their best, 

encouraging one another and enjoying each stage of the challenge. The smiles on their faces as they 

crossed the finish line said it all! 

We hope this amazing experience has inspired some of our children to continue swimming, cycling 

and running – and perhaps even take part in a triathlon of their own in the future. A huge well done 

to everyone who took part; you should all be incredibly proud of yourselves! 🏊🚴🏃🥇 
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UK Champions - Cheerleading Success! 

We are incredibly proud to celebrate the fantastic achievement of Freya in Year 5, who recently 

competed with her team, Southend Elite Cheerleading, at the prestigious Bournemouth International 

Centre competition. 

Freya and her teammates were crowned UK Champions, taking 1st place in the Under-10 Small 

Group category – an outstanding accomplishment that reflects the huge amount of dedication, hard 

work and commitment shown by all involved. 

Success at this level requires countless hours of training, teamwork and perseverance, and we are 

delighted to see Freya's efforts rewarded with such a remarkable achievement. While Freya may be 

taking all the attention in her stride, we know just how proud her family, coaches and teammates 

must be.  

Congratulations, Freya! We are incredibly proud of you and look forward to hearing more about your 

success and seeing your trophies in school. What a wonderful achievement and a fantastic example 

of determination, resilience and teamwork. 🎉🏆 

Well done, Freya – your Chalkwell Hall family is very proud of you! 🌟 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

The biggest highlight of our week (apart from meeting our new classes and teachers!) has definitely 

been starting the actual building of our DT projects. We spent the first few lessons of the half term 

learning about the features of castles and making 3D shapes from nets to see how they could be 

incorporated into our designs. After gathering a range of materials, we began the build, focusing on 

the structures first and then the facades. Lots of fun was had – and also lessons in compromise, co-

operation and sharing! 

In English this week, we began our last few weeks of descriptive writing. Using clips from the first 

Harry Potter film, the children wrote about Harry’s first trip into Diagon Alley. Use of alliteration, 

similes, adjective strings and direct speech was recapped and then encouraged in the children’s 

writing. 

PSHE over the last few weeks has covered internal and external changes that occur to our bodies as 

children grow into adults. The lessons have been a pleasure to teach, with the children 

demonstrating wonderful enquiry skills and maturity. 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have been unstoppable this week! They’ve thrown themselves into their learning with 

dragon‑sized enthusiasm. After crafting wonderfully detailed story maps for How to Train Your 

Dragon, the classroom is now buzzing like a Viking longhouse as they get ready for their shared write. 

Their imaginations are on fire, and we can’t wait to see the epic tales they create. 

History has been just as exciting. The children have loved digging into the lives of key historical 

figures and Viking‑era kings — discovering who they were, the choices they made, and how those 

decisions helped shape a unified England. Their curiosity, questions, and “Wait… really?!” moments 

have made the topic come alive. 

To top it all off, Year 4 met their new classes and teachers.  They showed brilliant resilience, 

teamwork, and all those core skills we’re so proud of. It’s been a week full of learning, laughter, and 

lots of “Wow!” moments — and they’ve handled it all like absolute stars. 
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Year 5 

What an excellent week Year 5 has had! Pupils have continued to impress us with their enthusiasm, 

creativity and hard work across the curriculum. 

In English, the children have been crafting vivid and engaging narratives based on a dramatic Tudor 

banquet scene. They have worked hard to use ambitious vocabulary and descriptive language to 

bring their writing to life. In Computing, pupils used CAD software in Purple Mash to design detailed 

nets of Tudor houses, demonstrating impressive precision and creativity. 

Our Tudor studies have continued with a focus on entertainment at the Globe Theatre and the life 

and achievements of William Shakespeare. Pupils have shown great curiosity and have enjoyed 

exploring what life was like during this fascinating period of history.  

In RE, children particularly enjoyed learning about Hindu beliefs surrounding reincarnation. They 

engaged thoughtfully in discussion and debate, showing respect for different viewpoints and a real 

enthusiasm for learning. 

Year 5 have demonstrated excellent attitudes to learning throughout the week and have continued to 

embody our school values through their resilience, co-operation and positive approach. We are 
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incredibly proud of their hard work and achievements. Well done, Year 5 – keep up the fantastic 

effort as we approach the end of the school year 
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Year 6 

This week has been a very busy one for Year 6 as preparations for our Leavers’ Assembly are well 

underway. The children have been working hard during rehearsals, practising their lines, songs and 

performances, and we are looking forward to sharing this special event with families soon. 

In PE, the children have been developing their cricket skills, focusing on batting, bowling and fielding 

techniques. They have shown great enthusiasm and teamwork throughout the sessions. 

In History, Year 6 have begun creating their World War Two scrapbooks. The children have been 

researching key battles and significant events from the war, gathering information and presenting 

their findings in creative and informative ways. 

We are also delighted to share the fantastic outcome of our Grow a £1 Challenge. The children have 

worked incredibly hard and, together, have raised an amazing £860! This is a tremendous 

achievement and we are extremely proud of their efforts, creativity and determination. We are now 

voting on how to spend the money to benefit the children and make the most of their fantastic 

fundraising success. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning!  
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Attendance & Punctuality 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 94.3%  

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 95.3%  

Year 4 = 96.1% 

Year 5 = 94.7% 

Year 6 = 94.2%  

Lower School Winners = 4BR (97.9%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5GH (96.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 6 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 5 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

