
3.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

Another exciting week completed at CHJS! 

 As we progress nicely through this half term, I wanted to take a moment to express how much we 

are looking forward to meeting you all for the upcoming parents' consultations next week, on 

Monday and Wednesday. Our aim is to foster and build strong and successful partnerships between 

home and school, and these consultations are a crucial part of establishing this connection at the 

start of another exciting academic year. Your children's well-being and education are our top 

priorities, and we wish to utilise next week to enhance this special partnership. It’s important for us 

to work together, ensuring that we understand your child's needs and how we can best support 

them on their educational journey. If you have any particular topics or concerns you'd like to discuss 

during our meetings, please do feel free to let us know! 

It has been absolutely lovely to see the whole school so engaged in their learning this week. I have 

particularly noticed how responsive and enthusiastic the children have been during a wide variety of 

lessons. Watching them ask brilliant questions, collaborate effectively with their learning partners, 

and engage with their teaching teams has truly been a joy to behold. Their willingness to participate 

and their curiosity to explore new concepts is a testament to the vibrant learning community we are 

cultivating here. Long may this continue! 

As we move forward, we are committed to maintaining this positive energy and enthusiasm in the 

classroom. We believe that every child should feel inspired and excited about their learning, and 

your support at home plays a vital role in this process. 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! We can’t wait to see you next week for the consultations. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

HARVEST COLLECTION FOR SOUTHEND FOODBANK 

 

Soon we will be celebrating ‘Harvest’ and taking part in our annual food donation event. We will 

again be supporting the charity ’Southend Foodbank’. This service has become even more vital in 

recent times.  

The harvest theme is: Making it Together with the hashtag of #LETSMAKEAMEAL We are asking 

children to bring their donations to school and give to their class teacher by next Friday 10th 

October. 

Whilst any donations are gratefully received, Southend Foodbank have made some special requests 

so please take a look at the posters below to find out more. Can you buddy up with a friend or two 

to help make a meal? 

We thank you in advance for your support.  

Mr Halsall & The Junior Governors 

Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

This week we focused on asking for help and ways we can do this even though we can find this hard. 

Asking for help is actually a positive, healthy and brilliant thing to do. Keeping problems and things 

that bother us to ourselves doesn't help us to move forward so we should use the people around us 

and be grateful for this! 

We also talked about Black History Month which takes pace throughout October and we discussed 

the importance of equality and difference and the wonder of diversity and difference. We will be 
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learning about famous figures who have achieved amazing things and inspired change in the face of 

adversity.  
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 

 

BE AWARE, GET ADVICE & BE UP TO DATE ON ALL THINGS ONLINE  

We all know how quickly the online world is changing and how important it is to keep our children 

safe as they navigate it. To support you with this, we are delighted to share a free resource available 

through National College. 

The National College provides a wealth of knowledge on online safety, offering: 

• Free, easy to follow courses designed to give you practical guidance 

• Short, expert webinars on current online trends and issues 

• Helpful guides covering apps, games, and digital platforms children may be using 
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By signing up, you will gain access to a wide range of trusted resources that can help you feel more 

confident in supporting your child’s online safety. 

     You can register for free today by visitinghttps://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-

junior-school and selecting 'parent' when signing up. 

     Here are a few free courses to help get you started:  

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-

carersWe strongly encourage all parents and carers to make use of this valuable opportunity. 

Together, we can help ensure our children stay safe, happy, and confident online. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Hume  

School Nursing - Community Parent Drop-in Clinics 

 

https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers
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POPPIES ON THE PIER! 

As a poignant tribute for Remembrance Day, from 5 - 16 November 2025, Southend Pier will be 

transformed into the UK’s largest Remembrance art installation.  

From the shore to the pier head, the railings will be lined with over 60,000 hand-crafted knitted and 

crocheted poppies, donated by people from across the UK and around the world. What began as a 

small community appeal has grown into a powerful international tribute to remembrance, 

community spirit, and creativity. 

If you want to get involved in this fantastic tribute, please click the link: 

Poppies on the Pier 

 

DRAMA OPPORTUNITY 

 

https://www.sout.uk/poppies
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PTA EVENTS 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 2 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

We’ve been truly overwhelmed by the generous donations we’ve received recently and we want to 

say a huge thank you for thinking of us! Thank you again for your continued support. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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SPORT @ CHJS 

No sports fixtures took place this week. We are looking forward to the 

Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament next Wednesday. 

Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

Another busy, busy week in Year 3! 

We have been honing our addition skills in Maths using both mental strategies and written methods 

and working hard to showcase our comprehension skills in a Reading Assessment. We have also have 

enjoyed writing a Shared Write, working collaboratively to produce our own class story, using Paul 

Geraghty’s book ‘Rotten and Rascal’ as our starting point. 

In PSHE this term, Jino, the Year 3 jigsaw piece, has been helping us to answer the question: ‘What do 

we need to do to make everyone feel safe so we can all learn well?’ We have been thinking about our 

own worth, achievements, the importance of valuing others, recognising feelings and making positive 

and responsible choices. We hope that with Jino’s help, we can understand what we need to do in 

lessons, so we can all learn to the best of our ability! 

This week, our votes for our Reading Ambassadors took place and we have appointed our 

representatives. We look forward to hearing all about their ideas for promoting a love of reading 

throughout the school. Next week, it is the turn of aspiring Eco-Warriors! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have enjoyed another action-packed week! Their excitement began on Monday with a 

fascinating melting investigation led by Mrs. Ballard, sparking lots of scientific curiosity. As creative 

writers, the children used their fantastic story maps from last week to begin writing their own 

versions of Beowulf’s Great Battle.  

Their creativity is truly shining through, and we couldn’t be prouder of both their effort and 

imagination. We’re looking forward to reading their completed stories next week! 

Both 4NM and 4SR had a wonderful time visiting Southend Museum and returned full of excitement 

and amazement. 

We are incredibly proud of all the children in Year 4 for their resilience, determination, and 

commitment. Keep up the fantastic work! 
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Year 5 

🎉 Year 5 Weekly Highlights! 🌟What an incredible week it has been in Year 5! From creative 

storytelling to impressive athletic feats, our students have truly shone. Here’s a glimpse of the 

wonderful work, effort, and creativity displayed this week: 

📖 English: The children have been crafting their own thrilling versions of Theseus and the 

Minotaur. We are astounded by their imaginative flair and storytelling skills! 

🤸♂️ Gymnastics: Students have been perfecting their partner balancing sequences, showcasing 

determination and teamwork as they tackle these challenging routines!🏐 Netball: Our young 

athletes have been honing their shooting skills, with several students impressively scoring goals 

during practice. Keep up the fantastic work! 

🔭 Science: The excitement continues as Year 5 adds the final touches to their stunning planet 

models! We can’t wait to see these displayed in all their glory. 

💻 Computing: Inspired by our lessons, students have taken their coding skills home and produced 

some fantastic original music!  

🎶 A huge thank you to everyone who shared their creations with us. 

It's been another action-packed week filled with collaboration and creativity! Well done, Year 5! 

👏#TeamworkMakesTheDreamWork #Year5 #CreativityInAction #SchoolProud #FutureLeaders 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have had a busy week with their first round of assessments, and every teacher has been so 

proud of the hard work and effort that has been showcased. Outside of this, the children have 

enjoyed developing their ideas about energy efficiency in Science to support a given village's electric 

supply, playing harmonies in Music on the glockenspiels to a track, and learning how to transfer and 

present data onto an excel spreadsheet in Computing. 

A great week overall that has demonstrated the resilience and creativity we love to see in Year 6 - 

well done everyone! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, a brilliant start to the year! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 



3.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 
Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 
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CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 95.8% 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 97.9% 

 

Year 4 = 97.3% 

Year 5 = 94.3% 

Year 6 = 94.6% 

Lower School Winners = 3JW (98.6%) 
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Upper School Winners = 5SH (98%) 
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Community News 

 

 

Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 6th & Wednesday 8th October - 3:30-6:30pm Parent Consultations 
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Tuesday 7th October - Individual School Photos 

Wednesday 8th October - Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament 

Tuesday 14th October - Year 3 Trip to Hyde Hall 

Friday 17th October - 1:30pm SEND Parent Forum 

Friday 24th October - Last day of half term 

Monday 3rd November - First day back after October Half Term 

*Friday 14th November- Children in Need - non-uniform day! 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

