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As we find ourselves in the last week of December, it’s heartwarming to reflect on how well we are 

progressing as we head into this festive season. The buzz and excitement in school are palpable, 

especially with the extremely exciting build-up to Christmas, which is such a special time for our 

community. 

Tomorrow marks a highlight of our December festivities: The Winter Fayre! This much-loved 

occasion brings our whole community together, and we are sure it will be a fantastic day for the 

entire family, with plenty to see, do, eat, and buy. We warmly invite you to come along and join in 

the fun. Don’t worry too much about the weather; we have contingencies in place to ensure that the 

festivities continue, rain or shine! 

A special treat awaits at 12:30pm, as our talented school choir will be performing a delightful 

selection of Christmas songs. Their beautiful voices are sure to get everyone into the festive spirit, so 

be sure to gather around and enjoy the music. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you for all of your generous donations today and throughout 

the week. Your support is invaluable, and we look forward to seeing you tomorrow at The Winter 

Fayre! 

Looking ahead to next week, Christmas will officially arrive at school! The children will be thrilled to 

enjoy their very own Christmas market, our annual Christmas Bazaar, once again organised by the 

PTA. This is a wonderful opportunity for the children to begin their Christmas shopping, choosing 

thoughtful gifts for their loved ones (and perhaps a little treat for themselves too!). 

We are also excited to announce that the PTA has arranged a very special visit from Santa, who will 

be welcoming the children in a beautifully decorated log cabin on the playground. Every child will 

have the chance to meet him and receive their own special gift, making this a truly magical 

experience. 

With just three weeks to go of the autumn term, we are working as hard as ever to refine our 

teaching and instruction to maximise support and progress for all our students. The children are a 

delight to work with, and we are so proud of their achievements this term. 

Wishing you a safe and exciting weekend. We look forward to seeing you at The Winter Fayre! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

GOVERNOR DAY 

Today marked our first Governor Day of the year, and what a fantastic day it was! Our governors 

play a critical role in our school by collaborating with me to support our initiatives, monitoring our 

development, and holding us accountable for advancing our school improvement goals. 

These days occur on a termly basis, and today’s focus was on our school improvement priorities, 

particularly how these manifest in classrooms through learning behaviours and adult interactions 

with our children. The governors conducted lesson drop-ins, and I was thrilled to hear a common 

theme from their visits: the children were highly engaged, and the quality of teaching, instruction, 

and support was exceptional—music to my ears! 

Our Chalkwell Champions expertly guided the governors around the school, showcasing the 

incredible talents and enthusiasm of our students. They truly represented us well, and I couldn’t be 

prouder! A big thank you to our governors for their invaluable support and to everyone involved in 

making today a success. Well done, everyone! 

School Attendance - Have you got Studybugs yet? 

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 

We’re pleased that CHJS is using a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 

absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and 

use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app using the QR code below or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 

 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs: 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.  

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

Core Values: Co-operation, Respect & Tolerance 

Chalkwell Character Curriculum: What happens if I get distracted? 
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Co-operation: Southend Toy Drive 
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Christmas Advert - What Christmas really means 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hwmPGgUzdmk
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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Return of the HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

5GH Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! 

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

This week it was the turn of 5GH who put in a fantastic effort to fill the Hungry Cupboard to 

bursting! Well done, everyone! 

Next week, the initiative moves on to 5RM. Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate the 

strength of our community spirit! 
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PTA EVENTS 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY... 

Don't forget to pre-order your wreath kit (ready for collection from 28th November at school) 

available at www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO CHALKWELL!!Event planning is now underway and we are so excited to 

spread some Christmas cheer! To make the events a success we need your help and every little 

really does make a huge difference in lightening the load! So if you can help with any of the 

following, please contact your class rep via WhatsApp, email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com or sign up 

on our website under the volunteer tab.  

         Christmas Fayre volunteers - Saturday 29th November - set up from 8.30am, running a stall 

anytime between 11.30 & 3pm, clearing away from 3pm 

       Bazaar set up - Tuesday 2nd December from 1.15pm 

          Junior bazaar stall help - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Infant/nursery grotto - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 

            Infant bazaar stall help - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Junior grotto - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 

      Bazaar clear up - Thursday 4th December from 3pm - children welcome to wait together.  

SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Goalball 

On Wednesday, a year 6 team took part in the Goalball tournament held at Garons. 10 schools took 

part and we progressed well, winning 4 out of 5 matches to reach the semi finals. Unfortunately we 

just missed out on the final, but achieved 3rd place overall. We were so impressed with the focus, 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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teamwork and positive encouragement that it was a pleasure to watch. Well done Team 

Chalky                                                                                                                   
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FANTASTIC FOOTBALLERS 

Fixtures vs Our Lady Of Lourdes 

Yesterday saw two year 6 football teams represent CHJS in friendly matches against OLOL. The 

standard was high with many great battles on show and it was great to see so many get the chance 

to represent our school. The score didn’t reflect the effort from the lads, unfortunately losing 4-1 

and 3-0 respectively. 

Great teamwork and sportsmanship on display and we hope to play a few more friendlies and 

tournaments in 2026. Thanks to all the parents who came out to support. Well done team! 
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Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

Another great week completed by Year 3! In maths, we have continued our topic of multiplication 

and moved on to using written methods to work out more complex calculations. In English, we have 

started to look at a different genre of writing, ‘Discussion Texts’, where we are answering the 

question, ‘Should Mowgli leave the wolfpack?’. We have had some great discussions about this, 

where some children have played the part of characters and had questions fired at them to get their 

opinions. In Geography, we started to learn about the geography of India. We now know what India 

is like, the different climates, rivers and mountains in India. 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had an incredible week of learning!  

In Maths, the children have been mastering multiplication—tackling multiples of ten and multiplying 

without renaming with growing confidence.  

In English, we’ve begun story mapping Around the World in 80 Days, preparing to create our very 

own versions next week.  

In Design Technology, the children have been hands-on and creative, experimenting with designing 

and building their own toy cars—such an exciting project!  

During our indoor PE lessons, they’ve been developing their rotation jumps and working on sequence 

building using the apparatus.  

Well done, Year 4, on another amazing week! 
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Year 5 

This week in Design Technology, our talented students have been busy creating amazing doodlers 

that incorporate electrical components to bring their artwork to life! The designs use a motor, which 

is positioned off-centre to produce vibration. The doodlers then jiggle across the page, drawing as 

they go. These innovative devices not only showcase their creativity but also enhance their 

understanding of technology and engineering principles. We are so proud of their hard work and 

dedication! 
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Year 6 

Well done this week Year 6 - a mixed week of studious test-taking and creative meal-making! Our 

Year 6 students have been hard at work practising exam technique, and in the time around this have 

been busy with our WOW week activities. We can't share too much about the Windrush 

presentations the children have been making - you'll have to visit the pop-up museum later on this 

half term to see these! - but we can tell you all about the delicious spaghetti bolognaise the children 

learnt to make from scratch in their DT activity - there were plenty of positive reviews for Cafe 

Chalkwell. 
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Achievement Awards 
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Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS!  

 

 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 
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Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.7%  
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Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 95.5% 

Year 4 = 96.7% 

Year 5 = 97.6% 

Year 6 = 96.6% 

Lower School Winners = 4JDW (99%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5CF (99%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Saturday 29th November - 12-3pm Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd December - PTA Christmas Bazaar - Juniors 

Thursday 4th December - Santa's Grotto visit - Juniors 

Friday 5th December- Boccia & Kurling Competition 

*Thursday 11th December - pm Year 3 Warm Winter Wishes - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 12th December - pm Year 3 Warm Winter Wishes - Assembly to parents 

Monday 15th December - 6pm Carol Concert @ St. Michael's & All Angels 

Friday 19th December - SANTA FUN RUN! 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

*Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

*Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

*Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 
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Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

