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We are thrilled to welcome everyone back for a joyful start to the new half term! Not only did the 

sun finally make a fantastic appearance this week, but our children have sprung into action with 

vibrancy, enjoyment, and enthusiasm. It has truly been a delight to witness their energy and 

eagerness to learn. 

Across the school, our topics in each year group have immediately sparked curiosity and excitement. 

Our WOW days, filled with engaging activities and tasks, have been a highlight, bringing learning to 

life in such an enjoyable way. It has been a joy to see the children immersed in their work, 

collaborating with their peers, and embracing new challenges with open arms. 

As we embark on this term, we are placing a strong emphasis on clear routines and exceptional 

behaviour. Our core rules and expectations—being ready, respectful, and safe—are at the heart of 

our school community. We are pleased to report that the children have responded positively this 

week, demonstrating their understanding of these values. Our focus on respect encompasses 

kindness to one another, good manners, and maintaining a clean and tidy environment. Together, 

we are fostering a space where everyone feels proud, safe, and ready to do their absolute best every 

day. 

This short term, although brief, is packed with excitement and opportunities for our students. We 

have a variety of engaging activities planned, and we can’t wait to share these experiences with you. 

We look forward to seeing you next week for our parent consultations, which are a wonderful 

opportunity to build even stronger links between home and school. We believe that a child’s 

progress is maximised when children, home, and school are all aligned and working together. Your 

ongoing support is invaluable, and we appreciate your partnership in your child’s education. 

Thank you for being such an integral part of our school community. Together, let’s make this half 

term a memorable one filled with learning, laughter, and growth. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

 

             Dates for Your Diary 

• Parents’ Consultations: Monday 2nd and Wednesday 4th March   

• World Book Day - Thursday 5th March 

• Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' Assembly to parents - Thursday 5th & Friday 6th March 

1:45pm 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

CHJS rocks the O2 @ Young Voices! 

What a treat to start the half term! On Monday, our amazing choir performed at the Young Voices 

concert at the O2. We took just under 90 children to join nearly 9,000 young performers from across 

the UK, creating a truly proud moment for all the parents in attendance. 

It was a joyful and amazing celebration of the power of music and performance! The talent displayed 

by our children was simply outstanding, and the enjoyment radiating from the stage was infectious. 

Although the late finish of almost midnight was a challenge, it was definitely worth it! 

We are so proud of all involved, especially the committed group of staff who generously gave up 

their days and evenings to enhance such a wonderful experience for our children. Their dedication 

and support made this event possible, and we are grateful for their hard work. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this memorable occasion. We look forward to sharing 

more exciting events with you in the future! 
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Spotlight of the Week: Our Fantastic Office Team 

This week, the Senior Leadership Team wanted to shine a light on the incredible work of our office 

team. With the frantic logistics around registers and Young Voices, they show exactly why they are 

such an asset to our school. 

Their teamwork, calmness under pressure, and the genuinely positive rapport they maintain with 

staff, parents, and visitors are outstanding. As the front line of our school, they are often the first 

impression people have of our community—and we regularly hear how calm, professional, and 

welcoming they are. This sets the tone for everything that follows. 

We know the role isn’t always easy. There are peak times, moments of high pressure, and the 

occasional challenge. Please know that all of this is seen, valued, and hugely appreciated. 

Thank you for everything you do Office Team. You make a difference every single day. 
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WORLD BOOK DAY IS COMING! 

 

Next week, World Book Day is being celebrated on Thursday 5th March. 

We will be celebrating the day by inviting children to dress up as their favourite book character (if 

they wish to) or bring in their favourite book to share with their friends. 

Your child will come home with a World Book Day voucher, see the back for details on how/where to 

spend it. 

The official website is also definitely worth a glance. There are book trailers and videos to watch, 

competitions to enter and lots of wonderful ideas for future reads. 

 

We are very grateful for the support that you give your children at home in helping them develop a 

love of reading and hope that your children enjoy World Book Day as much as we will! 

SUFC Mascots Competition 'Draw her into the game' 

SUFC Design Competition 

Southend United Football Club has launched ‘Draw Her Into the Game’, inviting children across Essex 

to design the club’s first-ever female mascot – a figure intended to represent the future of women 

and girls in football. 

The initiative invites children to create a mascot that reflects Southend United’s values of joy 

through football, togetherness and community, while celebrating the club’s seaside identity and its 

growing women’s programme. 

The winning design with be officially revealed at Southend United Ladies’ inaugural women’s fixture 

at Roots Hall Stadium, when they face Colchester United in a special exhibition match on Saturday 

16th May 2026. 

We would like maximise the rewards for Chalkwell Hall Juniors and would ask that all entries be 

returned to school by Friday 27th February 2026, so we can collate them for a school entry to the 

competition. 

Children are welcome to complete their designs either at home or at a ‘Pop Up Art Club’, which will 

be running every Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime in 3CH until Thursday 26th February. 

Many thanks for your support. 

The Art Team 

https://www.worldbookday.com/
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Red Nose Day is coming Friday 20th March 

 

he Junior Governors have decided to support Red Nose Day again this year. On Friday 20th March 

the children are invited to come to school in non-uniform. They are welcome to wear something red 

or any of the Red Nose Day merchandise; however, it is not compulsory and non-school uniform is 

enough.  

If your child wishes to participate, we would suggest a donation of £1: 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/ 

Thanks so much for supporting this good cause. 

 

Lots of Socks Day - Monday 23rd March 

 

Saturday 21st March is World Down Syndrome Day. The Lots of Socks campaign is to help get people 

talking about Down Syndrome.  

Around the world people are invited to choose some socks to wear that are going to get noticed, at 

CHJS we will be doing this on Monday 23rd March.  

You don't need to buy anything special, just wear the brightest socks in the drawer or your most 

favourite non-school socks. A small gesture to get thinking about Down Syndrome and to celebrate 

that we are all different 

 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

4JDW Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved!  

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 4JDWs who put in a fabulous effort; filling the 

cupboard to bursting! Well done!  
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PTA NEWS 
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NEW SCHOOL DINNER MENU  - Next week: WEEK 2 
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Netball Stars  

A super sunny day for a thrilling tournament. 12 teams in total. Chalkwell won their group and went 

into super eights. We then won our group stage in super eights which meant we played runner up in 

the other group. We had a mighty battle against Thorpe Hall and lost in the last few moments. This 

meant playing for 3 place which we won by quite a margin. Such and amazing team, really 

passionate and considerate. I would give this team a gold medal for their belief, commitment and 

support throughout their competitions and training. Well done superstars! 

 

On a bitterly cold afternoon, some of our year six girls took part in a twilight tournament. New to the 

game and only played a few times together after joining netball club, these girls held their own. 

Although not coming away with a win, they soldiered on, taking some points and getting stronger 

with each game. It just goes to show, if you can keep the resilience and determination, you can 

achieve your best! Well done girls, Mrs Flewitt and Mrs Baker are very proud of you! 
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Panathlon Multi-sports Fun! 

We are thrilled to share that yesterday, a heroic team of our children participated in the Panathlon 

Multi Skills event! They took part in a fantastic range of sports, showcasing not only their skills but 

also their amazing character and teamwork. 

Their hard work and determination paid off as they secured an impressive 3rd place! We are so 

proud of each and every one of them for their effort and sportsmanship. It was a wonderful day 

filled with joy and camaraderie, and we couldn’t have asked for a better representation of our 

school. 

Well done, team! Keep up the great work! 

 

Year 3&4 Girls Football  

We are thrilled to share that our girls year 3&4 football  team finished joint 6th in the recent 

tournament! The players truly shone, demonstrating fantastic teamwork and a spirit of camaraderie 

that was inspiring to witness. Their enthusiasm and perseverance were evident throughout the 

matches, and it was heartening to see them support one another on and off the field. 

In an impressive turn of events, our team actually managed to beat the eventual winners, 

showcasing just how close they came to achieving even greater success. We are incredibly proud of 

their efforts and look forward to seeing their continued growth and achievements in future 

competitions. Well done, everyone! 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

We have had a fantastically busy and exciting week on our return to school. Those children who 

attended Young Voices on Monday were wonderful representatives of the year group, showing so 

much enthusiasm and joy during the day and demonstrating outstanding manners and behaviour - 

we were so proud of them!  

Our WOW day on Tuesday launched our new topic. We explored the different layers within a 

rainforest and used 'Now Press Play' to listen to an immersive story set in the rainforest. The children 

planted bean seeds, also linking to our Science topic about plants, and considered the elements 

needed for plants to successfully grow. 

Within P.E, we have begun to explore the rules and skills needed to play Netball and been 

investigating how we can use our bodies to create shapes and movements linking to machinery in 

Dance.  

The Creative Homework sheet should be with you today. Please ask your children for another copy 

from their teacher if they misplace it - we really love seeing all the projects completed at home been 

shared in school! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 has had an amazing week, beginning our new topic and practising for our fantastic 'World 

Book Day' performance next week.  The children have shown great effort and enthusiasm while 

learning the songs and saying their lines slowly and loudly. They are going to be brilliant and we look 

forward to seeing you on Thursday or Friday for our show. 

In Maths, we've been learning about decimals and how they relate to fractions.  Lots of children are 

still winning stars and certificates in our weekly tests, while others continue to improve week by 

week.  In our PE lessons, we have been doing some football over the park, with the rain finally 

stopping so we can enjoy the muddy field! 

This term, our topic is all about weather and so our English lessons will be centered around 'The 

Tempest' which was William Shakespeare's last play. Our Geography lessons are about how weather 

affects our coasts and the children will be making interesting links between the two subjects - English 

and Geography.  Our 'Wow' day was art based and the children produced some incredibly 

imaginative pieces of work as they explored abstract art and still life paintings.  
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Year 5 

What an exciting week Year 5 has had! The beginning of the week kicked off with writing and 

performing alliteration poetry, which was heaps of fun!  

On Thursday and Friday, we enjoyed our Wow days, diving deep into the wonders of the Grand 

Canyon. Inspired by the vibrant works of Hundertwasser, the children created some stunning pastel 

drawings that truly reflect their creativity and understanding of this unique artist.  

In Science, we began our Life Cycles topic, where the children faced the challenge of identifying the 

male and female parts of flowering plants. Their enthusiasm was palpable as they worked with 

precision during the plant dissections, showcasing excellent cooperation and enquiry skills. It was 

wonderful to see them so engaged in their learning! 

Additionally, our girls had the pleasure of attending a fantastic performance of ‘Made in Dagenham’ 

by Westcliff High School for Girls, while the boys enjoyed a screening of the film ‘School of Rock’. 

It has been a fantastic first week back, filled with learning and fun, and we can’t wait to see what the 

rest of the term holds! 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have come back from half term with fantastic energy and enthusiasm – it’s been a very busy 

and exciting first week! 

We kicked things off this half term with our brilliant DT Wow Day, where the children designed and 

began creating cam models to showcase their very own spy gadgets. There were some incredibly 

imaginative ideas on display! The class demonstrated excellent creativity, teamwork and problem-

solving skills as they worked through challenges and supported one another with their designs. We 

can’t wait to see the finished models. 

In Writing, the children have been exploring poetry and have started crafting their own original 

poems. It has been wonderful to see them experimenting with language, rhythm and powerful 

imagery to express their ideas. 

In PE, Year 6 have been developing their tennis skills, practising control, accuracy and rallying 

techniques. Their focus and determination have really shone through. 

In Computing, we have been learning about how to stay safe online and discussing the importance of 

making sensible choices in the digital world. The children have also been writing code to create their 

very own working Tamagotchi, which has been a fantastic way to apply their programming skills 

creatively. This week, they learned how to code a face for their Tamagotchi, add a timer and 

variables, as well as include music that plays when it wakes up! 

What a brilliant start to the half term – keep up the excellent work, Year 6! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 
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CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 95.6% 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 95.1%  

Year 4 = 95.5%  

Year 5 = 97% 

Year 6 = 94.8%  

Lower School Winners = 4BR (100%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5RM (98.8%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 2nd March - National Offer Day (Y7 Secondary School places) 

*Monday 2nd March - Parent Consultations 

*Wednesday 4th March - Parent Consultations 

Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

*Friday 20th March - Red Nose Day (non-uniform) 

*Monday 23rd March  - Lots of Socks Day for World Down Syndrome Day (wear your brightest 

socks!) 

Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 
Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

