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What a lovely week it has been with the sun shining brightly! It’s wonderful to see the return of some 

sporting events, bringing a buzz of excitement to our school community. At Chalkwell, we truly 

cherish the power of sport and the experiences it offers as part of a team. These activities not only 

promote physical fitness but also equip our children with essential skills for life. Through sport, they 

learn the value of hard work, the importance of resilience in the face of failure, and the 

determination needed to overcome challenges. 

We are incredibly proud of the children who demonstrate these qualities every day, both in their 

lessons and when representing our school in various competitions. Their enthusiasm and 

sportsmanship are commendable, and it’s a joy to witness their growth and development through 

these experiences. 

Moreover, we believe that having interests outside of the classroom is vital for our children’s overall 

well-being. We strive to nurture these interests, encouraging our students to explore their passions 

and develop a well-rounded character. Whether it’s through sports, arts, or other extracurricular 

activities, we are here to support them every step of the way. 

In exciting news, we were thrilled to see an article this week that placed us among the top three 

schools in Southend! The article highlighted how kind, friendly, and happy our children are, which is a 

testament to the values we uphold at Chalkwell. This positive environment is something we work 

diligently to maintain in all that we do, and it’s heartening to see our efforts recognised. 

If you’d like to read more about this wonderful achievement, please click the link to the article: 

Southend’s Best Primary Schools Ranked. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in nurturing our children’s growth and 

happiness. Together, we can ensure that they thrive both in and out of the classroom. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

 

 

https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/26040897.southends-best-primary-schools-ranked-school-guide/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook#Echobox=1776834830
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📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• Monday 13th April - First day back, Summer Term begins 

• Friday 1st May - PTA Kids Make the Rules Day - non-uniform 

• Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATs week 

• Thursday 21st May - Class Photos 

• Friday 22nd May - INSET day - non-pupil day 

• Friday 12th June - SPORTS DAY (am Lower School/pm Upper School) 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Marathon Heroes 

We are thrilled to share some exciting news with you! This Sunday, two of our incredible ’superhero’ 

teachers, Mr Smale and Mr Halsall, will be taking on the challenge of the London Marathon. Their 

dedication and commitment to both our school and the wider community are truly inspiring, and we 

couldn’t be prouder of them. 

What makes this event even more special is that they are running for two charities that are very close 

to our hearts. Their efforts will not only showcase their athleticism but also raise vital funds for these 

important causes. 

You can donate by clicking on the following links: 
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Mr Smale's Tommy's Fundraiser 

Mr Halsall's Havens Hospices Fundraiser 

We encourage you to tune in to the TV on Sunday morning to cheer them on from home. Better yet, if 

you have a spare day, why not head up to London? It promises to be a fantastic day out, celebrating 

our vibrant capital city while supporting two of our own Chalkies as they run for a great cause. 

Go well, Mr Smale and Mr Halsall! We are all behind you, and we can’t wait to see you cross that 

finish line! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/david-smale-5?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA
https://www.justgiving.com/page/running-for-oliver?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Maths Angels 

Over the past term and a half, we have had the pleasure of witnessing a wonderful group of girls 

dedicate their lunchtimes to the Maths Angels initiative at Southend High School for Girls. This 

programme pairs our students with Year 8 mentors, allowing them to enhance their maths skills and 

build confidence in a supportive environment. 

It has been truly amazing to observe the positive effects of this collaboration. The girls have not only 

improved their mathematical abilities but have also formed lasting friendships and developed a sense 

of camaraderie. This week marked the final session of the term, and we are incredibly proud of all the 

participants. Each girl will receive her Maths Angels badge as a token of her hard work and 

commitment. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our fantastic friends at SHSG for their unwavering support 

throughout this initiative. Together, we have created a nurturing space where our girls can thrive and 

grow. 
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Take One Picture Exhibition – You’re Invited! 

We are delighted to invite parents and carers to our very first Take One Picture Exhibition, taking 

place on Thursday 30th April from 3.10pm in the Lower Hall. 

Take One Picture is The National Gallery’s national programme for primary schools, designed to 

inspire a lifelong love of art and learning. This year, every class across the school has produced a 

wonderful range of artwork in response to the painting A Muse by Cosimo Tura. 

The exhibition will showcase the creativity, imagination and hard work of our pupils, and we would 

be delighted for families to come along and celebrate their achievements. 

We look forward to welcoming you and hope you enjoy seeing the fantastic artwork on display. 

 

🏃♀️🏃♂️ Run Club – Every Friday Morning! 

Looking for a positive and energising way to start your Friday? Run Club takes place every Friday 

morning, and everyone is warmly invited to join! 

Held in the park, run by the fantastic Mr Smale, Run Club is open to all abilities – whether you prefer 

to walk, jog or run. The focus is on enjoying the fresh air, moving together and starting the day in the 

best possible way. 

🕗 Time: 8:00am start 

📍 Location: The park 

💙 Who can join? Everyone – all abilities welcome! 
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It’s a relaxed, friendly session and a great opportunity to boost wellbeing, fitness and community 

spirit. New faces are always welcome, and it’s a fantastic way to ease into the school day. 

Come along and give it a try – you know you want to! 

We hope to see you there on Friday morning. 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

🌟 Well Done 5GH – Hungry Cupboard Heroes! 

We would like to say a huge well done to class 5GH for their fantastic efforts in supporting the 

Hungry Cupboard initiative. 

Thanks to their enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment, a wonderful collection of donations has 

been gathered, all of which will be delivered to the SVP Foodbank to support families in need. The 

class have shown great responsibility, kindness and compassion, living out our school values in a very 

meaningful way. 

We are incredibly proud of 5GH for leading this initiative and would also like to thank all families who 

supported the project through their generous donations. 

An excellent example of pupils making a real difference to their community – well done, 5GH! 💙👏 
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PTA NEWS 

PTA EVENTS 
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 2 
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Boys Cricket Tournament 

We are so proud of our boys’ cricket team who took part in the SPSSA tournament on Wednesday! It 

was a delight to see the way they developed throughout the day, showcasing a ‘can do’ approach 

and positivity in abundance. 

The boys delivered some fantastic performances, reaching the Super 8s and playing brilliantly to 

make it to the semi-finals. The highlight of the day was undoubtedly their awesome victory over our 

rivals at West Leigh! 

Although we ended the day narrowly missing out on 3rd place by just 2 runs, we couldn’t be prouder 

of their efforts. Well played, boys! You are a true credit to the school, and your hard work and 

sportsmanship have not gone unnoticed. Keep up the great spirit! 

 

Girls Cricket Tournament 

We are incredibly proud of our girls’ cricket team, who recently took part in a local competition and 

delivered a fantastic performance. 

Finishing in an impressive 3rd place overall, the team earned bronze medals – and came just one run 

away from securing silver, which shows just how close and competitive the tournament was! 
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What makes this achievement even more special is that, for many of the girls, this was their first 

experience of playing competitive cricket. You certainly wouldn’t have known, as they played with 

confidence, skill and composure throughout. 

The team showed outstanding support for one another, alongside great determination and respect 

towards their opponents. They represented the school brilliantly and should be very proud of their 

efforts. 

Well done, girls – a superb achievement! 👏 

 

Year 6 Football 

On Tuesday, our Year 6 team took on West Leigh in the most fantastic (and windy!) game of football. 

The boys demonstrated courageous play and teamwork in abundance, producing some great football 

and showcasing their skills. It was a joy to watch them work together on the pitch, supporting one 

another and pushing through the challenges of the blustery weather. 

A special shout-out goes to Otto, who scored his very first career goal! What a moment to celebrate! 

It was wonderful to see the excitement on his face, and it truly highlighted the spirit of the game. 



24.4.2026 CHJS Newsletter 
Well done, boys! We are so proud of each and every one of you for your hard work and 

determination. Keep up the fantastic effort, and we look forward to more thrilling matches ahead! 

 

 

Tennis Tournament 

Today saw a year 4 and a year 6 team take part in the Tennis tournament held at Garon’s and hosted 

by the SPSSA. The match skilll and talent was of a high standard and some great tennis was on show. 

Unfortunately, both squads didn’t qualify for the final round, but the children should be extremely 
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proud of their efforts. Fantastic CHJS ambassadors. Thank you to those parents who were able to 

come out and support. 💙👍 

 

 

Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a wonderful week, with many 'firsts'. We started our new maths topic of fractions 

and began in a very practical way, making fractions out of salt dough. We also had our new set of 

Maths Angels from Year 5 join us for the start of Wednesday and Thursday's lessons - our children 

have greatly benefited from this additional support with their Early Morning Work and it has been 

wonderful to see the confidence and expertise of the Year 5. children.  
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Another 'first' was our first session of Handball in P.E. This defensive game allows us to apply our 

previously learnt passing skills and learn rules for a new game. The children have also enjoyed 

beginning their athletics sessions, focusing first on develop sprinting techniques and then how to pass 

a baton. 

Learning about the Romans has already proved very popular and we have enjoyed using a story set in 

Pompeii in English, learning a Roman marching song in music and enhancing our history lessons with 

a Roman artefact box from Southend Museum. 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had a busy week! In English, the children completed a cold write based on the characters 

and settings in 'The Firework-Maker's Daughter' by Philip Pullman. It is great to see how the 

children's writing style and content has been developing throughout the year. In maths, year 4 have 

been focusing on area and perimeter and calculating the area and perimeter of different regular and 

irregular shapes.  

In PE, the children have been developing  their throwing, catching  and sprinting skills. In geography, 

they have been identifying different parts of a volcano.  

Well done year 4 on a great week! 
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Year 5 

This week in Year 5 has been nothing short of fantastic! Our children have been enjoying cricket 

sessions in the sunshine during outdoor PE, embracing the joy of teamwork and sport. 🏏In Maths, 

they’ve been exploring angles and showcasing their creativity by making informative posters for 

display. 📐✏️In PSHE, the focus has been on self-esteem and building good relationships, essential 

skills for their personal development. 💖Additionally, our Year 5 and 6 students have been 

rehearsing enthusiastically for their joint performance of The Wizard of Oz. We can’t wait to see their 

hard work come to life on stage! 🎭✨Another super creative week for our students! Let’s celebrate 

their achievements together!#Year5Fun #CreativeLearning #SchoolPride #TheWizardOfOz 

#OutdoorPE 
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Year 6 

Year 6 have been working hard on their Mock SATs papers this week. They have shown great 

maturity, resilience and determination and they should be incredibly proud of themselves. They 

should now feel confident and have a strong sense of achievement ahead of the real tests in a few 

weeks’ time. We have been incredibly impressed with their efforts and the positive attitude they have 

demonstrated. 
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In Computing, the children have been busy coding their own games using Purple Mash. They have 

designed their own themes and incorporated features such as scoring systems, sound effects, timers 

and character movement. It has been fantastic to see their creativity and problem-solving skills in 

action. 

In PE, the focus has been on developing rounders skills. The children have been practising accurate 

and effective bowling, batting and fielding techniques. They are looking forward to bringing all of 

these skills together in a fun and competitive game next week. 

In Music, the children have been listening to different sounds found in various habitats and using 

Audacity to overlay, trim and split sounds to create their own soundscapes. We look forward to 

hearing how they all turn out. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 97.1 (+1.2%) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 98.9% (+0.6) 

Year 4 = 96.8% (+2.6) 

Year 5 = 96.2% (-1.5) 

Year 6 = 96.9% (+3) 

Lower School Winners = 3AB (100%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (98.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Friday 1st May - PTA Kids Make The Rules Day (non-uniform) 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 6 trip to Old Leigh 

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATs Week 

Monday 18th May - Year 3 trip to Colchester Castle 

Thursday 21st May - Class Photos 

                                    - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 trip to Windmill Hill / Activity Days 

Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

Friday 12th June - Sports Day  - am Y3&4  / pm Y5&6  

Sunday 14th June - PTA Summer Fete 12-3pm 

w/c 15th June - Junior swimming starts (4 weeks) 

Friday 26th June - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

