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Can you believe we have now completed the first half-term? It's been an exciting journey over these 

past eight weeks, filled with fun, rich learning experiences that we hope your children will carry with 

them throughout their educational adventure. It’s always delightful to witness the enthusiasm and 

curiosity your children bring to their learning, and this half-term has been no exception! 

Our topics have been an overwhelming success. The quality of home learning projects has been 

absolutely astounding, and we have been genuinely blown away by the sheer volume of projects 

coming into school. A big well done to the children for their hard work, and of course to you as 

parents for facilitating, encouraging, and supporting your children throughout this endeavour. Your 

involvement truly makes a difference! 

We also want to extend our gratitude for the feedback you provided in the recent parent 

questionnaire. This information is incredibly helpful for us to recognise how we are doing and to look 

for opportunities to further enhance what we offer. Your positive comments mean a great deal to 

us, and we appreciate your ongoing support in our mission to provide a stimulating and nurturing 

learning environment. 

As we look ahead, we are excited to share that we are fully prepared and planned for the next half-

term and the run-up to Christmas. (Is it too early to mention that festive season?!) We have some 

fantastic events and learning experiences lined up that we are sure the children will love. Keep an 

eye on our communications for updates on what’s to come! 

But before we dive into another busy half-term, let’s not forget to enjoy a well-deserved half-term 

break! Take this time to relax, have fun, and stay safe. We hope you all have a wonderful break filled 

with memorable moments. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK: Odd Socks Day - Monday 10th November 

USE YOUR POWER FOR GOOD! (click on this link) 

Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week. Odd Socks Day 2025 is taking place on Monday 

10th November. It is supported by cBeebies presenter & ABA patron Andy Day and his band 'Andy 

and the Odd Socks'. 

What is Odd Socks day? 

Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity to encourage people to 

express themselves and celebrate their individuality and what makes us all unique! 

There is no pressure to wear the latest fashion or to buy expensive costumes.  All you have to do to 

take part is wear odd socks to your school, at work of at home, it couldn’t be simpler!  Odd Socks 

Day takes place on the first day of Anti-Bullying Week each year to help raise awareness of 

bullying.  This year it will be Monday 10th November so we can't wait to see a whole array of socks 

on show! 

 

https://youtu.be/16xsNAjx7XU
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School Attendance  

Thank you so much for your support with attendance this half term. 

Weekly attendance has risen these past few weeks and our overall 

attendance stands at 96.6% which is good and above our school 

target of 96%. If there is anything the school can do to support you 

with attendance, please do reach out.  

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 

We’re pleased that CHJS is using a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s 

absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and 

use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app using the QR code below or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents) 

 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs: 

1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 

3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.  

(https://studybugs.com/about/schools) 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

When is it time to tell an adult? 
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Creativity is so healthy - the POWER OF IMAGINATION! 
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Click the link! 

How does imagination work? 

 

https://youtu.be/gXR5Z87tsw8
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Imagination for Self-Regulation: Click the link!  

 

Do you have aphantasia? Click the link! 

 

https://youtu.be/HSSu9rH9324
https://youtu.be/Z_gV1hEqlA8
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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BE AWARE, GET ADVICE & BE UP TO DATE ON ALL THINGS ONLINE  

We all know how quickly the online world is changing and how important it is to keep our children 

safe as they navigate it. To support you with this, we are delighted to share a free resource available 

through National College. 

The National College provides a wealth of knowledge on online safety, offering: 

• Free, easy to follow courses designed to give you practical guidance 

• Short, expert webinars on current online trends and issues 

• Helpful guides covering apps, games, and digital platforms children may be using 
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By signing up, you will gain access to a wide range of trusted resources that can help you feel more 

confident in supporting your child’s online safety. 

     You can register for free today by visitinghttps://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-

junior-school and selecting 'parent' when signing up. 

     Here are a few free courses to help get you started:  

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-

carersWe strongly encourage all parents and carers to make use of this valuable opportunity. 

Together, we can help ensure our children stay safe, happy, and confident online. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Hume  

Coffee in the Car Park - Friday 7th November from 8am 

 

We are pleased to confirm the next 'Coffee in the Car Park' in collaboration with dash! will be Friday 

7th November from 8.15am. 

Take a moment to relax, chat, and start your day with a smile. Whether you’re a parent, carer, 

grandparent, or family member, we’d love to see you there! Join us for a cup, good company, and a 

chance to build connections within our school community. 

The PTA will also be there selling pre-loved uniform. 

https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/chalkwell-hall-junior-school
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-3-7
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-7-11
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/certificate-in-understanding-mental-health-for-parents-and-carers
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PTA EVENTS 

FUND-RAISIN! 

Following the success of last year, we are running FUND-RAISIN again! All children have been sent 

home with a box of yummy raisins to enjoy and we kindly ask that over the half term holidays they 

fill their box back up with coins and return it to school. 

If you lose your box you can donate online at www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta or send money 

in in an envelope! 

Have a great half term and thanks in advance for your support!          

http://link.teachers2parents.co.uk/ls/click?upn=u001.vp2DdiCYOhZUjPyO2XS3v1kGhhxVHyBT1Jdnq7YhXnEmNrzFmRKHQ72D5iQNDg6-2Bgqx-2B8rQDFHCuY2fo1rqz1g-3D-3DT-w3_42sO0no4LtZ0gcL-2F-2B4enrMbajSNsbgbHaRqsE5sZZ-2BjfDqFYgBa7-2FP-2FU6QO-2B0us4Ftn8LupCRmn-2F8jjaYkhKtrhoznhisqKr7PhX6mjRUHM9i60GH-2BATDtFZ51nRNXXo-2FRmO-2BgwufTVeumRmyTt7mGJw2oms1kxmNDIZMkLsl7frnHBJkaF-2BzkY-2B8g-2BDfXP7uy1jMzcBJrYS12D3J-2Fju1hMrSLjfiAOLUMLgqsYS-2B7hW0KfZ1v1cHq-2B6lbVYe08YatJMgqgQB6LG9oNIhrCennBkVpVs3tB8hcrHH62g-2FeZZPYK8CZBYVd1nQAyhvX2ExKcbmy0H-2FEY-2BUN445zcMmi7-2Fm6V1ws4PV-2FRe3Mag44-2BKteLiDRr49sdnqkfxrsfFZXIdKkHsvcsKkFEV9fscTRnQQk7G-2FajCK311QYKWmbc-3D
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Be Halloween 'Glow Ready' 

Be Halloween glow ready & buy your glow at our playground sale! Everything £1 and £1.50 - cash 

and card accepted. Thank you for your support this half term and wishing you all a very happy half 

term holiday       
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY... 

Don't forget to pre-order your wreath kit (ready for collection from 28th November at school) 

available at www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO CHALKWELL!!Event planning is now underway and we are so excited to 

spread some Christmas cheer! To make the events a success we need your help and every little 

really does make a huge difference in lightening the load! So if you can help with any of the 

following, please contact your class rep via WhatsApp, email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com or sign up 

on our website under the volunteer tab.  

     Wrapping Grotto gifts - Wednesday 22nd October after drop off in infant staffroom.  
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         Christmas Fayre volunteers - Saturday 29th November - set up from 8.30am, running a stall 

anytime between 11.30 & 3pm, clearing away from 3pm 

       Bazaar set up - Tuesday 2nd December from 1.15pm 

          Junior bazaar stall help - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Infant/nursery grotto - Wednesday 3rd December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 

            Infant bazaar stall help - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm 

                       Junior grotto - Thursday 4th December 9-12 & 1.15-3pm - elves needed! 

      Bazaar clear up - Thursday 4th December from 3pm - children welcome to wait together.  
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1 
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 
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OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Nothing to report this week but congratulations to everyone who has represented our school this 

half term! 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex


24.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning this week! 

Year 3 

First half term in Year 3 complete! How time flies! 

In Maths, we have been learning how bar models can help us to visualise and solve word problems. 

We have also have enjoyed comparing texts by our focus author, Paul Geraghty, and been very 

impressed with the children’s contributions to our discussions. 

As we round off our topic ‘Could you have survived the Stone Age?’, the children have demonstrated 

their growing knowledge of the period through their end of topic task and wowed us with their 

creativity through their Creative Homework. Many thanks for supporting your child with their 

learning at home. 

In Art, we have enjoyed cave painting making our own paint using sand and glue. Our non-

chronological reports this week have focused upon our own dinosaurs and we have learned how to 

organise a non-fiction text with subheadings and factual information. 
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Today, our first Class Champions were announced and we look forward to seeing them display all our 

Chalkwell core values as they carry out their duties next half term. 

Well done, Year 3 – you have worked so hard this half term, building your independence and 

resilience and we can’t wait to see the great things you will achieve after the holidays! Enjoy your 

rest! 
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Year 4 

Well done year 4 on a great week and on a  great half-term! The year 4 team are so proud of the way 

that the children have transitioned from year 3 to year 4 and they have been excited to see the 

children's commitment to learning.  

This week has seen the children continue with their instructional writing, which has culminated in a 

piece of independent writing.  

In maths, they have been applying their knowledge of addition and subtraction to a range of word 

problems, as well as continuing to consolidate their recall of the 9 times table.  

In DT, the children have been putting the finishing touches to their Anglo-Saxon inspired structures. 

The results have been fascinating to see and they have really enjoyed working collaboratively on this 

project.  

Excellent work year 4 and we wish everyone a restful and relaxing half-term. 
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Year 5 

As we approach the end of another fantastic half-term, we are thrilled to share some incredible 

highlights showcasing our students' hard work and dedication! 

Our history enthusiasts have just completed a superb topic book page that truly demonstrates their 

understanding and engagement with the topic. The creativity, critical thinking, and attention to 

detail they've shown reflects their enthusiasm for learning. It’s inspiring to see how they’ve brought 

their Ancient Greece learning to life on the page!  

In science, our students have been busy exploring fascinating concepts that reinforce their 

understanding of Space. Their latest projects not only demonstrate their knowledge but also inspire 

curiosity and creativity. From experiments to presentations, their passion is evident! 

In PE, our gymnasts have been focusing on synchronisation and canon, learning how to move in 

harmony while showcasing their individual flair. The progression they’ve made is simply astounding, 

and it’s a joy to witness their teamwork and skill development in action. 

As we wrap up this half-term, let us applaud the dedication and achievements of all our pupils. You 

make Chalkwell Hall Junior School a vibrant and inspiring place to learn! 

Here’s to a well-deserved break and more amazing learning ahead in our Rivers topic. 
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Year 6 

Our Year 6s had an amazing time on their WOW Day this week! They were set the challenge of 

reimagining A Midsummer Night’s Dream with a Caribbean twist — and wow, did they rise to it!  

From colourful costumes and tropical settings to lively performances, the creativity was off the 

charts. The children really impressed us with their independence and their willingness to step out of 

their comfort zones, taking on roles designed to stretch and challenge them. We’re so proud of all 

their hard work and imagination. We hope you enjoy the final photos as much as we loved spending 

the day with them! 



24.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



24.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



24.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



24.10.2025 CHJS Newsletter 

 

Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS! Apologies, technical difficulties uploading, we will put the 

Lower School Achievers in the newsletter after half term!  
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 

At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 
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If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.4% 
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Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.1% 

Year 4 = 96.2% 

Year 5 = 97.2% 

Year 6 = 95.8% 

Lower School Winners = 4JDW (99%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5SH (99.3%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 3rd November - First day back after October Half Term 

Thursday 6th November - Year 6 boys Football tournament @ Garons 

Friday 7th November - COFFEE IN THE CAR PARK from 8am 

Monday 10th November - ODD SOCKS DAY - (Anti-bullying Week) 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st November - Book Fair in school 

Friday 28th November - Non-uniform day (in exchange for Wine & Chocolate for Tombola for 

Christmas Fayre!) 

Friday 28th November - Governor Day 

Saturday 29th November - 12-3pm Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd December - Junior Bazaar 

Thursday 4th December - Santa's Grotto visit - Juniors 

Friday 5th December- Boccia & Kurling Competition 

Friday 12th December  - 1:30pm Year 3 Warm Winter Wishes - Assembly to parents 

Monday 15th December - 6pm Carol Concert @ St. Michael's & All Angels 

Friday 19th December - SANTA FUN RUN! 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 
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Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

