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Dear Chalkwell Family, 

As we draw the curtains on another fantastic year at our school, I just wanted to take a moment to 

express my heartfelt appreciation for every single one of you in our wonderful community. Parents, 

carers, family members, friends, visitors, and of course, my incredible staff team — thank you for 

your unwavering support. 

But most importantly, to THE BRILLIANT CHALKWELL CHILDREN: what a year you’ve had! Your 

achievements have been nothing short of remarkable. I am continually inspired by your kindness, 

enthusiasm, curiosity, and, let's not forget, your fantastic sense of humour. After all your hard work, 

you all thoroughly deserve a well-earned break, and for some of you, exciting new adventures await 

in the year ahead. 

To our amazing Year 6 pupils, know how deeply proud we are of you. You have been exemplary 

ambassadors for our school, and we eagerly anticipate your future successes. The way you have 

grown this year fills us with pride. 

To the children in Years 2, 3, 4, and 5, we can't wait for all the excitement and adventures that next 

year will bring. There's so much to look forward to! 

As we head into the summer, I wish you all a wonderful and safe break. Thank you for your 

incredible support throughout the year. Enjoy every moment! 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 

"At CHJS, our vision is to provide an education that celebrates diversity and difference, encourages 

creativity and curiosity so children can achieve anything they set their minds to." 
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CHALWELL PARK/LEIGH CRICKET CLUB - WEDNESDAY 23rd JULY 

With regards to this afternoon after school finishes - our friends at Leigh Cricket club will be opening 

their doors from 3:30pm. They will be accepting card payments only. They happy to open up their 

clubhouse but please could we as a community respect their facilities, take any rubbish home and 

accompany children when using the toilets. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Goodbye to Mrs Beck, Mrs Thompson & Mrs Weir 

Today we said a fond farewell to Mrs Beck, Mrs Thompson and Mrs Weir who worked their last days 

at CHJS. We had a great send-off for them on Friday and were able to thank them for the fantastic 

contribution they given to our school over many years! 

Mrs Beck will be retiring and will be spending lots of time with her family; Mrs Thompson will be 

taking up a new position in a local secondary school and Mrs Weir will be realising a long term 

ambition and relocating with her husband in the west country taking up a new position in a school 

there.  

We consider ourself a Chalkwell Family and as three of our dearly loved staff 'fly the nest' we send 

them our love and best wishes in their new adventures. Like family, we will always be here waiting 

to hear lovely things about how they are getting on. 

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING! 
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Goodbye to our Magnificent Year 6! 

Today, we had the bittersweet pleasure of saying goodbye to our Year 6 children, our Class of 2025! 

What a wonderful group you are—resilient, fun, creative, and, most of all, extraordinarily kind. We 

are so proud of each one of you, today and every day you’ve been with us. 

This morning, we held our whole school assembly and truly hope we gave you the send-off you 

deserve! It was a moment filled with memories, laughter, and a few tears, as we celebrated your 

journey through school. We will miss you dearly, but we know you are ready to embark on a new 

adventure in secondary school. As I concluded the assembly, I shared these inspiring words: 

“And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! (98 and ¾ percent guaranteed.) Kid, you’ll move 

mountains! So…be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray or Mordecai Ale Van Allen O’Shea, you’re 

off to Great Places! Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So…get on your way!” 

Lovely job, Year 6! Always aim high and keep smiling. You’re off to do amazing things! 
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Letter to Year 6 

 

 

Dear Year 6, 

As your time at Chalkwell Hall Junior School draws to a close, I feel compelled to reach out and share 

a few thoughts with you. With just a few short days left, I wanted you to know how truly special you 

are as a cohort. Each of you brings something unique to our school community, and I have had the 

privilege of witnessing your individual journeys unfold over the past four years. 

It's remarkable to think that we all arrived at Chalkwell Hall for the first time in September 2021, 

filled with excitement and a sense of endless possibilities. While you were undoubtedly bright-eyed 

and full of youthful enthusiasm, I remember feeling a touch nervous as well. I often wonder if you 

felt the same way. I know, for a few of you, the first day was overwhelming. But together, we have 

navigated these waters, learning and growing along the way. 

You are the first true ‘Newnham cohort’, and this connection brings me immense joy. I am 

exceptionally proud of the young individuals you have become. My hope has always been to support 

you in every way possible, ensuring you experience all that you need before venturing into 

secondary school. It’s hard to grasp the idea that soon, we won’t be giving high-fives and fist pumps 

at the gate every morning. 

Reflecting on your journey, I am in awe of how you have faced the myriad challenges life has thrown 

your way. You have shown incredible resilience, transforming obstacles into stepping stones for 

growth. Each of you has contributed your unique personality to our school, and I genuinely look 

forward to hearing about your future successes as you embark on the next chapter of your lives. You 

possess a wonderful array of talents and interests, whether it be writing captivating stories, excelling 

in football, demonstrating prowess in Mathematics, showcasing your artistic flair, becoming 

computer whizzes, or baking mouth-watering treats. There simply isn’t enough space to list all your 

incredible skills here! Embrace these talents and build upon them. Dream big and aim high. If your 

ambitions evolve, don’t be discouraged; it’s perfectly alright to explore new paths. Life may present 

challenges that seem daunting, but remember to view them as opportunities for growth. 

Remember, a positive mindset attracts positivity. Embrace mistakes as valuable learning experiences 

and pick yourself up to try again. Be brave in meeting new people and exploring activities outside 

your comfort zone. I encourage you not to confine yourselves to friendships with those who share all 
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your interests; listen and embrace those who come from different backgrounds and have varied 

perspectives. 

As you grow older, you will learn more about yourselves. Stay true to who you are. Never feel 

pressured to become someone you’re not. Most importantly, have fun, smile, and spread joy to 

those around you. We will miss each one of you dearly, so do stop and say hello when you see us 

around! 

I hope that as you look back on your time at Chalkwell Hall Junior School, you are filled with happy 

memories. Wishing you all the luck and success in the world as you take this exciting next step. 

Warm regards, 

Mr Newnham & everyone at Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

 

PTA FINAL NEWSLETTER! 
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Waddle-On-Sea 

Exciting news! Our beloved Lingo the Penguin—the Haven’s Hospice penguin sponsored by our 

school—has officially arrived at his temporary home somewhere along the Waddle Trail in Southend, 

which launches today! Trail maps are available at various locations around Southend, or you can 

download the Waddle Trail app to track all the penguins. We were overjoyed by the incredible 

support and participation that made it possible for us to sponsor a penguin and contribute to the 

invaluable work of Havens Hospice. A huge thank you to everyone who helped raise the funds! Our 

very own penguin, Lingo, is extra special. He joyfully celebrates diversity, reminding us of the 

different cultures within our school community - our school motto 'If we believe, we will achieve' is 

written in all the different languages spoken in our school. With his amazing feathers, Lingo inspires 

friendship and unity, reminding us that kindness transcends differences.  

We hope you all have a wonderful time on your penguin hunt and we can’t wait to hear the 

children’s stories and adventures as they search for Snowy. Happy waddling!  
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - THE 2 JOHNS! 

 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Well done TEAM CHALKWELL! 

A huge shout out to everyone who has competed in sport! Your skills, commitment, resilience, and 

sportsmanship have truly shone through. Each of you should be incredibly proud of your 

achievements. Keep up the fantastic work, and remember, every step you take is a step towards 

greater success! 

Sporting Opportunities 
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Achievement Awards 

 

This morning, we held our final Celebration Assembly of the school year! We asked each class to 

vote for someone in their class who has shown all our core values and embodied what it is to be at 

CHJS...some magnificent comments from their peers and I know all classes were spoilt for choice! 

We also gave out a couple of sporting awards to our outstanding athletes who have broken records 

every year since they have been with us. Well done to the entire TEAM CHALKWELL and our children 

who were recognised today! Onwards & upwards! 
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Attendance & Punctuality - WINNERS! 

Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR - 96%   

 

School Winners 

YEAR 3 - 3CH 

YEAR 4 - 4BR 

YEAR 5 - 5RM 

YEAR 6 - 6AD 
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BEST ATTENDANCE IN SCHOOL 2024-25 - 3CH! 

 

Community News 
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Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Monday 1st September - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 2nd September - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

WEDNESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER - FIRST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR - CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Friday 24th October - Last day of half term 

Monday 3rd November - First day back after October Half Term 

Friday 19th December - Last day at school - Christmas Holidays! 

Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

