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I hope you and your families are well as we settle into the spring term. It has been a busy and 

energising few weeks in school, and I’m delighted to share some updates and celebrations from 

across our community. What another great week we've had had with many highlights. 

       House Points  

Our Junior Governors have worked very hard to redesign our house points system so the houses 

work towards winning rewards for their houses and this is working brilliantly! The children have 

shown superb teamwork, kindness, and perseverance, and it’s wonderful to see this reflected in the 

latest house-point totals. 

• Upper School Winners: Colchester — congratulations for reaching the 250‑point milestone 

and earning an additional break! 

• Lower School Winners: ALL HOUSES - congratulations. All children will be receiving an 

extra break next week! 

Thank you for continuing to encourage our children to embody our school values each day. 

It is wonderful to see classrooms alive with curiosity and determination. 

      Wet Weather & Playtimes 

A reminder that, where possible, we aim to get children outside for fresh air — even in light rain. 

Please ensure your child has a suitable coat with them each day. 

              Thank You 

Thank you for your continued support, whether through attending events, engaging with teachers, 

or helping your child with reading and homework. Together, we create the conditions for every child 

to thrive. 

             Dates for Your Diary 

• Wednesday 28th January at 6pm - Parent Workshop Healthy Habits Online 

• w/c Monday 9th February - Online Safety Awareness Week 

• INSET Day: Friday 13th February 

• Half-term Break: Begins Monday 16th February 

• Parents’ Consultations: Monday 2nd and Wednesday 4th March   
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Parent Discussion Group - Wednesday 28th January 6pm 

 

TT Rock Stars - ROCK DAY! Friday 30th January 

Exciting news! Rock Day is next week!!! 

Next Friday, 30th January, we will be holding a Times Tables Rock Star Rock Day! We would love for 

your child to celebrate their love for TTRS by dressing up as a rock star. This could be a made-up rock 

star, their favourite rock star or maybe even dress up as their TTRS avatar.  

Throughout the day, we will be holding TTRS based activities to encourage the pupils to get involved 

in using TTRS and to support them in learning their times tables. There will even be a chance for the 

pupils to complete against the teachers!  
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Celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week at Youth Fest 2026! 

We’re excited to announce Youth Fest, a vibrant and inspiring event dedicated to promoting 

children’s mental health and well-being. Taking place on Saturday 14th February 2026, from 10am 

to 4pm at The Victoria Shopping Centre Southend, this free event is the perfect way to mark 

Children’s Mental Health Week. 

What to Expect 

Youth Fest is all about creating a positive space for children, young people and families to connect, 

learn, and have fun. Here’s what you can look forward to: 

  

• Child & Youth Services – Meet local providers offering support for mental health, well-being, 

and family life. 

• Activities & Music – Enjoy interactive sessions, stalls, creative workshops, and live 

performances that celebrate youth voices. 

• Well-being Zones and Resources – Discover practical tools and advice to help children thrive 

emotionally and socially. 

  

Why It Matters 

Children’s Mental Health Week is a vital opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of 

emotional well-being. Youth Fest brings together community partners, health professionals and 

families to share knowledge, build resilience, and celebrate the power of connection. 

This promises to be a day filled with positivity, creativity and support. Whether you’re a parent, 

carer, or young person, Youth Fest is your chance to explore resources, meet local services and enjoy 

a fun, uplifting atmosphere. 
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School Dental Pilot Scheme - 'Lift the Lip' scheme Monday 23rd & 

Tuesday 24th March 

On Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th March, we will be visited by the team at Inspire Dental. This visit 

provides oral hygiene instruction and dietary advice to all children and 'lift the lip' service to those 

parents who return the consent form. 

Specific details and information will be sent out on Monday via letter and email. 

Lift the Lip is a new assessment and awareness method for professionals and families to identify 

signs of early childhood caries (cavities, or ‘holes’ in teeth). You should lift your little one’s lip to 

check their teeth once a month from the point they start erupting. Plaque, an acidic substance which 

coats the teeth after eating and drinking, should be removed by brushing twice a day using a 

toothbrush and fluoride toothpaste. 
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SAVE THE DATE! Southend Scout & Guide Gang Show - February 

Half Term! 

The Southend Scout and Guide Gang Show is being held Wednesday 18th until Saturday 

21st February 2026 at the Palace Theatre, Westcliff-on Sea, and pupils from our school are 

performing and participating in this which is so exciting! 

The Southend Gang Show is a variety show put on by Scouts and Guides in the Southend area. The 

experience, whilst entertaining for the audience, develops confidence, talent and friendships and 

shows commitment to a project over an extended period. The 2026 show will include a cast of over 

80, 10- to 25-year-olds and after the 6 months of rehearsal it will, for many, be their first time on 

stage or even at a theatre. 

The Show is being held during half term week, starting at 7.30pm, with matinees at 2.00pm on 

Thursday and Saturday. An earlier performance on the Friday evening starts at 6.00pm. 

You can book tickets using the link below: 

Book It's A Date tickets | Palace Theatre Southend 

https://trafalgartickets.com/palace-theatre-southend/en-GB/event/other/its-a-date-tickets
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Good luck to all our children who are part of this fantastic show! 

 

Drama Opportunity - LAMDA course 
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School Attendance - Have you got Studybugs yet? 

Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s 

health 
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Mindful Mondays, Chalkwell Character Curriculum & Core Value 

Focus:  

 

Core Value: Cooperation 

Learning Behaviour: Equity and Equality 
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What do equality and equity mean? 

 

 

https://youtu.be/9isVHRDeGis
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The Golden Rule 

 

https://youtu.be/FvCmqH8zHp8
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WEEKLY WAKE UP WEDNESDAY PARENT GUIDE 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

6AF Supporting Our Community 

We are thrilled to share some uplifting news from our school! The Hungry Cupboard is a brilliant 

initiative designed to collect essential items for local families in crisis, and we can’t wait for everyone 

to get involved! 

Here’s how it works: Each week, the Hungry Cupboard will be hosted in a different classroom. Our 

pupils will gather priority items suggested by SVP and fill the cupboard to the brim. Once it's full, the 

contents will be delivered directly to SVP Southend, ensuring that our collective efforts make a 

significant impact. 

The Hungry Cupboard has spent the week in 6AF who put in a fabulous effort; filling the cupboard 

to bursting! Well done 6AF! Next week, it's 3JW in Lower School's turn! 

Let’s continue to show our support and demonstrate the strength of our community spirit! 
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PTA NEWS 

CO-OP Community Fund! 

Don’t forget to select us as your cause!Every time you shop at any Co-op they will donate to our 

schools.Please share with friends and family as anyone can support us and help raise funds for our 

children!Last time we were selected as a community fund, we raised over 

£2700!   http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156 

 

http://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/94156
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SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 1  
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OPAL  

 

 

OPAL lunchtimes are as exciting as ever. Rain or shine, our lunchtimes are full of activities that enrich 

and promote play, teamwork and friendships. 

An out of this world new zone arrived in school this week, and the children absolutely love our new 

Space Zone! They’ve been busy blasting off in the space rocket, exploring with torches, and diving 

into fascinating books and magazines all about space. It’s wonderful to see their imaginations take 

flight! A huge thank you to Natalie and the Play Team for their creativity and hard work in designing 

such exciting new play zones for the children to enjoy during lunchtime.  

As always, we’re so grateful for your kind donations, they help us keep creating new and inspiring 

spaces for play and learning. Please hand any donations to the school office. 

So many wonderful play opportunities this week! 

OPAL WISHLIST: 

If you are able to add to our incredible offer at lunchtime by buying something off our wish list, we 

would be most grateful. 

Have a look and see what you could buy to enrich our play offer by clicking the following link:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

SPORT @ CHJS 

Panathlon 

On Tuesday this week, a team of year 4 pupils took part in the Panathlon Ten Pin Bowling 

Competition, held at the Hollywood Bowl in Basildon. 20 schools took part. Unfortunately we didn’t 

win a trophy but they all came away with a medal, some with stickers saying ‘spare’ or ‘strike’! For 

all of these pupils, it was a first to represent the school and what fantastic ambassadors they were. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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Impeccable behaviour, fantastic team spirit and big smiles all round! Well done Team Chalky! 
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Sports Hall Athletics 

On Wednesday, our pupils took part in the Sportshall Athletics competition, representing the school 

with outstanding determination, passion and teamwork throughout the event. From start to finish, 

the children gave their all, supporting and encouraging one another in every race, jump and throw. 
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They were a real credit to the school, not only for their effort and sporting ability, but also for their 

impeccable behaviour. The team were polite, respectful and incredibly supportive of each other, 

showing true sportsmanship at all times. It was an absolute pleasure to take such a positive and 

committed group of pupils. With the level of talent across the Southend area now incredibly high, 

finishing 6th overall is a fantastic achievement and something the whole team should be extremely 

proud of. Well done to everyone involved — a brilliant performance and a great advert for our 

school 

 

Year 4 Boys Football Competition 
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Sporting Opportunities 
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Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Year 3 has had an exciting week this week! We have had the pleasure of being visited by the Rainbow 

Theatre Company! As part of our Ancient Egyptians topic, the Rainbow Theatre Company performed 

an amazing show of Moses and the Egyptians. The children absolutely loved the show, and many of 

them were able to perform with the cast.  

As well as this, we have continued our topic of ‘Measure’ in maths and learnt about mass this week. 

We have enjoyed writing our own version of ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ in our English lessons, and we 

are having a Science week, where we are learning about skeletons, muscles and different foods to 

keep us healthy.  

In PE, we have been developing our jumping and landing skills in the gymnastics lessons, and 

dribbling and push passing in the hockey lessons. 
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Year 4 

Year 4 has had a terrific term so far, delving into the ancient world of The Mayans!  The children have 

shown great effort and enthusiasm while learning about the origins of chocolate and where and 

when this fascinating civilisation lived. 

In Maths, we've been learning to simplify fractions, find equivalent fractions and add/subtract 

improper fractions. Children have continued to win certificates and stars for their efforts in our 

weekly tests and challenge themselves daily with early morning work.   
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In our PE lessons, we have been getting nice a muddy over the park, developing our rugby skills while 

indoors we've been using our imagination to create inspiring dances. 

This term, our Science lessons have been about 'Sound' using a variety of experiments to investigate 

how we hear things. 

In Art and Music the children have begun designing and making Mayan shakers and we've been 

practising some exciting songs for our year group show in March. 
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Year 5 

 🎉 What a busy and exciting week we have had in Year 5! 🎉 

In PE, we have been learning the vibrant Chinese lion dance, showcasing our teamwork and 

coordination, as well as using our skills from our workshop from the start of the term. 

In Computing, we explored the world of avatars and how emojis can express emotions, enhancing 

our digital communication skills and thinking about how we communicate online.  

Our RE lesson was enriched by a fascinating talk from Mrs Pradhan about Hindu home worship and 

the significance of temples, deepening our understanding of diverse cultures. Thank you so much to 

Mrs Pradhan for taking the time to share her expertise with us.  

In Science, we delved into reversible and irreversible changes, sparking our curiosity and critical 

thinking!  

We are so proud of our achievements this week!  



23.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 



23.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 



23.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

 

 

 



23.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 
 

 

Year 6 

It has been an incredibly busy and productive week for Year 6!  

The children have been busy crafting ghost stories in English, focusing on building suspense and 

atmosphere to keep their readers on the edge of their seats.  

In Maths, the children have tackled the complexities of ratio and algebra, showing great resilience as 

they master these new mathematical concepts. 

Our creative side has also been on display in Art, where we have been practicing the skill of upscaling 

images to create larger, detailed compositions.  

Finally, we took a step back in time during our History lessons to investigate the grim and fascinating 

world of Saxon and Viking crime and punishment, comparing how justice was served over a thousand 

years ago. What a week! 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today in Celebration Assembly it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for showing 

our core values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity and Enquiry. Well done 

everyone, so many superstars at CHJS! 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

 

Please encourage good attendance and ensure your child is in every day. 

Important facts about school attendance: 

• There are 190 school days each academic year 

• There are 175 other days for holidays and other activities 

• The national average for school attendance is 95% 

• 90% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a fortnight 

• 80% attendance represents 1 day non-attendance a week 
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At CHJS, we always strive for 100% attendance. We understand that illness occurs from time time 

but ask that you support your child's learning and us a school by ensuring your child is in school 

every day and on time. 

Our aim is that every child is in school every session, every day so we can give them the best 

education we can. Attendance is a key indicator to a child's success so we will be looking to be even 

better every week! We will be focusing on ensuring attendance is as good as it can be next year. 
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Attendance Guide for Parents/Carers 

 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for if your child misses transport, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first 

step so we can help! 

  

What WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 96.4% (+0.4) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.7% (=) 

Year 4 = 96.9% (-0.3) 
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Year 5 = 96.9% (+2.1) 

Year 6 = 95% (=) 

Lower School Winners = 3AB (98.1%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 6AD (97.7%) 
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Community News 

 

 



23.1.2026 CHJS Newsletter 

Dates for your diary: (new additions marked with *) 

Wednesday 28th January - Sitting Volleyball Competition 

Wednesday 28th January at 6pm - Parent Workshop - Healthy Habits Online 

Thursday 5th February - Year 6 Football friendly match 

w/c Monday 9th February - Online Safety Awareness Week 

Monday 9th February 7pm @ Palace Theatre - CHJS performing at Southend Makes Music 

Tuesday 10th February - Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 12th February - Year 6 boys Football match vs West Leigh 

Thursday 12th February - Last day of half term 

Friday 13th February - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 23rd February - Back to school after February half term 

Monday 23rd February - Young Voices @ The O2 

Wednesday 25th February - Netball Tournament 

Monday 2nd March - National Offer Day (Y7 Secondary School places) 

*Monday 2nd March - Parent Consultations 

*Wednesday 4th March - Parent Consultations 

Thursday 5th March - WORLD BOOK DAY  

Thursday 5th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 6th March - pm Year 4 'Readers are Leaders' - Assembly to parents 

Friday 13th March - Governor Day 

Tuesday 17th March - Y6 Boys football 

*Monday 23rd March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 3 & 4 

*Tuesday 24th March - visit by Inspire Dental - Years 5 & 6 

Thursday 26th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - 1:30pm Year 5 Spring Showcase to parents 

Friday 27th March - Last day of Spring Term - Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April - Back to school after Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 21st May  - Last day of half-term - May half term 

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

*Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

*Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 
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Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

