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A Wonderful Half Term to Celebrate 

As we reach the end of another busy and successful half term, I want to take a moment to reflect on 

what has truly been a fantastic half term for our school community. 

There has been so much to celebrate — from the excellent progress being made in classrooms, to the 

enthusiasm, enjoyment and determination shown by our children each and every day. I am incredibly 

proud of all that they have achieved. Equally, I would like to recognise our dedicated staff team, 

whose commitment and care ensure that every child is supported to flourish. 

Our school continues to go from strength to strength, and this is firmly underpinned by our core 

values and our unwavering commitment to nurturing each child so they can achieve their very best. 

We see this lived out daily in the way our children learn, behave and support one another. As always, 

our motto rings true: 

“If we believe, we will achieve.” 

It was also a real highlight this week to see our Drama Club perform so brilliantly. Their confidence, 

creativity and teamwork were a joy to watch and served as a powerful reminder of the importance of 

recognising and celebrating every child’s talents — both within and beyond the curriculum. 

As we now head into the half term break, I hope that all of our families have the opportunity to rest, 

recharge and enjoy some well-deserved time together. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back for what promises to be an exciting and action-packed 

final half term of the academic year. 

Wishing you all a wonderful half term. 

Warm regards, 

Andy Newnham 

Headteacher 
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📅 Dates for Your Diary 

• Friday 22nd May - INSET day - non-pupil day 

• Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 PGL / Activity Week 

• Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

• Friday 12th June - SPORTS DAY (am Lower School/pm Upper School) 

• w/c Monday 15th June - Swimming start (4 weeks) 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The Chalkwell Players perform 'The Wizard of Oz' 

🎭 A huge well done and congratulations to our Year 5 and 6 Drama Club players who presented 

their final performances to parents and all year groups across the school! 🌟 Their performances 

were of exceptionally high quality, showcasing talent well beyond their years. 

A special thank you to our excellent production crew and dedicated adults who ensured that the 

show looked and sounded superb. Mr Fleury, our Director and Head of Drama, was extremely proud 

of what was perhaps the most polished and professional production ever presented at Chalkwell Hall 

Junior School. 👏 

We also want to extend our gratitude to all the parents who worked tirelessly preparing their 

children for the show, spending countless hours helping them learn their lines. Your support made all 

the difference! 💖 
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Entrepreneur Club Sale - the future is very bright! 

The final sales have been made to Year 5 and 6, and what a successful two weeks for our inaugural 

Entrepreneur Club! Over £250 has been raised as fundraising for the school, with a further almost 

£600 made by the pupils as profit for their hard work. We are hoping to continue with this club based 

on this initial success, so watch this space in the next academic year. In the meantime, we will be 

holding sales at the Summer Fete. Some of the club have already received some pre-orders - from 

their classmates and teachers alike - so make sure to visit us and see what the club have in stock. 
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LEIGH ART TRAIL coming soon! 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - Thursday 11th June - NON UNIFORM DAY 

in exchange for Summer Fete Raffle prizes! 

Please note we have our annual non-uniform day to support of our PTA Summer Fete. All we ask in 

return for your child wearing non-uniform that they bring in a donation for the ever popular raffle. 

Chocolates and bottles are most welcome as raffle prizes! Remember all proceeds from this 

fantastic day goes back into enhancing the experiences of your child at CHJS! *this is not on Friday, 

due to it being our Sports Day! 
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Free school meal (FSM) eligibility 

From September 2026, the Department for Education (DfE) will expand free school meal (FSM) 

eligibility to include all pupils from households receiving Universal Credit. This creates two categories: 

• Targeted FSM: Based on the existing £7,400 income threshold 

• Expanded FSM: Covers meals only for pupils in households receiving Universal Credit who do 

not qualify for Targeted FSM 

Free school meals are available to pupils who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of: 

• Universal Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

A pupil is only eligible if: 

• A claim has been made, and 

• Eligibility has been verified by the school or local authority 

Households may also qualify if they: 

• Receive income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Receive the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Meet criteria set out in separate guidance for families with no recourse to public funds 

See: Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, 

academies and free schools – GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/free-school-meals-guidance-for-local-authorities-local-authority-maintained-schools-academies-and-free-schools#eligibility-criteria-for-free-school-meals-
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We strongly encourage eligible families to apply. 

 

Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

Belfairs Open Evening – Thursday 25th June 4-6pm 

We would like to invite you and your children to our Open Evening at Belfairs Academy on Thursday 

25th June 2026 from 4pm to 6pm. 

This event is an opportunity for families to learn more about our school, meet our students and staff 

and gain an insight into life at Belfairs as they prepare for their transition to secondary education. 

The evening will include: 

·                     A presentation from senior staff 

·                     Opportunities to meet teachers and support staff 

·                     Tours of the school and facilities 

·                     Information about our curriculum, pastoral support, and enrichment opportunities 

Reading book plea from Infant School 

We have had a friendly plea from the Infant school.  If anyone happens to be doing do a spring clean 

over the May half-term and comes across any Infants colour-level books, please could you send them 

to the infant school office. 
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HUNGRY CUPBOARD! 

🌟 Well Done 6FW – Hungry Cupboard Heroes! 

We would like to say a huge well done to class 6FW for their fantastic efforts in supporting the 

Hungry Cupboard initiative. 

Thanks to their enthusiasm, teamwork and commitment, a wonderful collection of donations has 

been gathered, all of which will be delivered to the SVP Foodbank to support families in need. The 

class have shown great responsibility, kindness and compassion, living out our school values in a very 

meaningful way. 

We are incredibly proud of 6FW for leading this initiative and would also like to thank all families 

who supported the project through their generous donations. 

An excellent example of pupils making a real difference to their community – well done, 6FW! 💙👏 
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PTA NEWS 

Summer Term means just 1 thing for the PTA ... full steam ahead with Summer Fete planning & 

prepping and we need your help!! As Tesco say, 'every little helps' and it really does, so if you can 

spare an hour or 2 please volunteer via your class rep or email ptachalkwellhall@gmail.com. 

This year we are planning a jam-packed afternoon of fun for everyone with more attractions than 

ever before!  

Games - there will be a few new additions to the games stalls, including some World Cup themed 

ideas, as well as all the favourites. Games token cards are now available to pre-order online 

at http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta for £3 each (10 x 30p games). 

Inflatables - there will be a giant slide & large castle for the children to enjoy at £2 per turn. 

Alternatively, you can buy a wristband for unlimited fun for £5 now available online 

at http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta 

Animal Encounters - limited spaces to get up close with interactive hands-on shows hosted by Party 

Pets. Animals will include lizards, snakes, geckos, tarantulas and more! Pre-book your space at one of 

the 5 shows online at http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta (only children require a ticket, 

but must be supervised by an adult at all times.) An extra show for SEN children is available and 

emails will be sent out via the schools. 

Pony Cycles - back by popular demand following the success at the Christmas Fayre! 

Crazy Sand Craft Stall - children choose a bottle and fill it with colourful layers of sand creating their 

own sand art to take home. 

Raffle - we have some amazing prizes this year and letter and tickets will be coming home in a couple 

of weeks! 

Money Tree - the children's favourite stall!!! Choose and envelope and win the contents! Envelopes 

will be sent home with every child in a couple of weeks - please return them to school filled, so as 

many children as possible can enjoy this stall this year! 

Choir Performances:12.30pm - Junior Choir1pm - Infant Choir 

Also available: BBQ, bar serving Pimms, G&T, prosecco & beer, soft drinks, candy floss, sweets, crisps, 

strawberry cups, tombolas, pre-loved uniform, pre-loved books and games, ice cream van, face 

painting & local stall holders.  

NON-UNIFORM DONATION DAY - THURSDAY 11TH JUNE 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/chalkwellhallpta
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In exchange for wearing non-uniform, we kindly ask, if you can, to donate wine or chocolates for 

our very popular tombolas at the Summer Fete. 

 

SCHOOL DINNER MENU - Next week: WEEK 2  
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SPORT @ CHJS 

Football at Roots Hall 

Girls Team 

On Tuesday, our Year 5 and 6 girls’ football team took part in the Southend United Community 

tournament and represented the school brilliantly throughout the day. 

The girls were also lucky enough to play at Roots Hall, the home stadium of Southend United F.C., 

which made the experience even more exciting and memorable for everyone involved. For some of 

the girls, this was their very first experience of playing in a football tournament, but you would never 

have known!  
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The team played with great determination, enthusiasm and teamwork in every match. Across the 

tournament, the girls experienced a mixture of wins, draws and losses, yet their positive attitude and 

encouragement towards one another never faded. They continued to work hard, support each other 

and play with smiles on their faces from start to finish. 

Most importantly, the team showed fantastic sportsmanship and should all be incredibly proud of 

their efforts and performances. 

Well done, girls – you were a credit to the school and you should be so very proud of yourselves! 

👏⚽ 

 

Boys Team 

Also there on Tuesday, our Year 6 boys’ football teams took part in the Southend United Community 

tournament and represented the school brilliantly throughout the day. 

We took two teams to the event, both of whom performed exceptionally well and should be 

incredibly proud of their efforts. The boys were also lucky enough to play at Roots Hall, the home 

stadium of Southend United F.C., which made the experience even more exciting and memorable for 

everyone involved. 

Both teams played with great energy and teamwork in every match. Although they did not progress 

to the latter stages of the tournament, they competed really well against strong opposition and 

continued to give their best throughout. 
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Across the day, there was a real sense of positivity, with players supporting one another, working 

hard and embracing the experience from start to finish. 

Most importantly, both teams showed fantastic sportsmanship and were excellent ambassadors for 

the school. 

Well done, boys – you were a credit to the school and you should be very proud of yourselves! 👏⚽ 

 

 

Learning highlights this week! 

Year 3 

Year 3 have rounded off another half term in style! 

In Maths, we have been learning about lines and shapes – recognising horizontal, vertical, parallel 

and perpendicular lines. Drawing straight lines with a ruler has had its challenges! We also looked 
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again at 2D and 3D shapes, their properties and identified prisms. Why not see if you can spot any at 

home? 

In English, we have written diary entries about our visit to Colchester Castle, remembering to write in 

the first person and recounting all the things we saw and learned. Using a picture, we have written 

descriptions remembering to include our key skills and thinking about our senses. 

Exploring the question ‘Why do animals matter?’ in RE has prompted some great discussions and we 

have enjoyed representing our ideas creatively in Art. 

Well done for another great half-term of learning and fun, Year 3. Recharge those batteries ready for 

our last half term together 
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Year 4 

Year 4 have had another busy week! In English, the have enjoyed designing their own fire-work 

maker machines, linked to the 'The Firework-Maker's Daughter' by Philip Pullman. They have also 

linked this to increasing their awareness of causal conjunctions and how this can be used in their 

writing.  

In maths, the children have been focusing on position and movement and they have enjoyed 

increasing their understanding of how to plot co-ordinates. In geography, the children have been 

exploring the animals and plants, which live in volcanic areas. The highlight of the week was the year 

group being able to watch the drama club's production of the Wizard of Oz. The children were so 

impressed with the performances of the year 5 and 6 children, who took part.  
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Well done year 4 on a great week! We wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. 
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Year 5 

🎉 What a fantastic week to close the half term for our Year 5 students! 🌟 Many of them 

participated in a successful final performance of The Wizard of Oz, showcasing their incredible 

talents! 

In Reading, our Learning Partners engaged in a fun game of fasted finger to sharpen their retrieval, 

reading, and comprehension skills.  
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📚 In Outdoor PE, they’ve been honing their cricket skills, while in athletics, they’ve been passing the 

baton in exciting relay races! 🏃♂️🏃♀️Additionally, our cross-curricular unit on Friction allowed 

Year 5 to put the finishing touches on their well-presented explanation texts about their experiments. 

🧪✨ 

All in all, it’s been a brilliant end to a brilliant half term! Well done, Year 5! 👏 
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Year 6 

In Year 6, it has been another busy and productive week. In Maths, the children have been exploring 

parabolic curves, combining mathematical understanding with creativity to produce some impressive 

designs.  

In Music, the children have been putting the finishing touches to their soundscapes inspired by the 

local area. It has been wonderful to see their creativity and technical ability come together to create 

such thoughtful and interesting compositions. 

In Art, the children have been inspired by artists such as Pablo Picasso to create their own pieces 

influenced by his distinctive style and techniques. They have also drawn upon the knowledge they 

have built up about Leigh-on-Sea in their History lessons to design and create beautiful stained glass 

window artwork. 

We ended Thursday on a real high,  rounding off with a “wow” day. The children took on the 

challenge of persuading their teachers to visit Leigh-on-Sea, drawing on everything they had learned 

about our local habitat during their school trip and Geography lessons this half term. Their 

enthusiasm, creativity and knowledge truly impressed us all. 

As we reach the end of a very busy and successful half term, we would like to wish all of the children 

a restful and relaxing break after all of their hard work during SATs week.  

We hope they enjoy a well-deserved rest and return refreshed for their final half term at Chalkwell 

Junior School — a term that promises to be filled with exciting opportunities, special events and 

many memorable experiences. 
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Achievement Awards 

 

Today, it was a delight to give recognition to so many children for embodying our core values of 

Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Cooperation, Creativity, and Enquiry. A huge well done to 

everyone—there are so many superstars at CHJS! Your hard work and dedication truly shine, making 

our school community a wonderful place to learn and grow together. Keep up the fantastic effort, 

and let’s continue to support one another in our journey of learning! 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK - 95.1% (-2.1%) 

Weekly Attendance by Year Group 

Year 3 = 96.3% (-1.6) 

Year 4 = 93.8% (-4.8) 

 

Year 5 = 94.9% (-0.5) 

Year 6 = 95.8% (-1.6) 

Lower School Winners = 3JW (97.9%) 

 

Upper School Winners = 5SH (97.7%) 
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Community News 
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Dates for your diary:  

Friday 22nd May - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Monday 1st June - Back to school after half term 

Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th June - Y4 trip to Windmill Hill / Activity Days 

Wednesday 10th June - pm Borough Sports 

Thursday 11th June - Non-uniform day in return for PTA Summer Fete donations for the                                  

raffle!  

Friday 12th June - Sports Day  - am Y3&4  / pm Y5&6  

Sunday 14th June - PTA Summer Fete 12-3pm 

w/c 15th June - Junior swimming starts (4 weeks) 

Friday 26th June - Governor Day 

Friday 3rd July - Y6 Transition Day / Meet new teacher day 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July - Leigh Art Trail 

Monday 6th July - 9am Meet Year 3 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 5 Team                    

Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 7th July - 9am Meet Year 6 Team Parent Meeting / 2:30pm Meet Year 4 Team        Parent 

Meeting 

Wednesday 8th July - Open classroom 3:15-4:15pm 

Thursday 9th July - End of year reports home 

Friday 10th July - Y6 trip to Adventure Island 

Wednesday 15th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Thursday 16th July - 1:30pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly to parents 

Friday 17th July - Last day at school - Summer Holidays 

Monday 20th July - Non-Pupil day (school closed to all pupils) 

Contact us: 

Chalkwell Hall Junior School 

London Road 

Leigh-On-Sea 

Essex 

SS9 3NL 

01702 478570 

office@chalkwellhall-jun.southend.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

https://chalkwellhall.co.uk/ 

https://www.https/chalkwellhall.co.uk/

